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“  RESOLVED 

BY  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  That  the  Secretary 

of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  directed,  to  fubfcribe,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
fentatives,  for  four  hundred  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
which  are  propofed  to  be  publiflied  by  Richard  Folwell,  and 
luch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives . 

JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore , 
Approved,  March  2d,  1799  : 

JOHN  ADAMS,  President 
of  the  United  States 
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Monday ,  November  3,  1783. 

PURSUANT  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  following  de¬ 
legates  attended  : 

Ft  ~om  the  state  of  New- Hampshire  : 

Mr.  A.  Fofter,  who  referred  to  his  credentials  dated  the  18th  of 
February,  1783,  read  in  Congrefs  the  29th  July  laft,  and  recorded  in 
the  book  of  credentials,  page  83. 

Massachusetts : 

Mr.  E.  Gerry,  who  produced  a  certificate  under  the  feal  of  the 
ftate,  figned  John  Avery,  fecretary,  and  dated  the  23d  of  October, 
1783  ;  fetting  forth,  that  he  was  eleded  on  the  27th  June  laft,  by 
joint  ballot  of  both  houfes  of  affembly,  a  delegate  to  reprefent  that 
commonwealth  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  S.  Ofgood,  who  produced  a  letter  from  the  faid  J.  Avery, 
dated  9th  July,  1783,  informing  him,  that  he  was  eleded  that  day 
by  joint  ballot  of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  agreeable 
to  the  conftitution,  to  ferve  as  a  delegate  from  that  commonwealth 
in  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  for  one  year,  to  commence 
the  firft  Monday  in  November. 

Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  : 

Mr.  W.  Ellery  and  Mr.  D.  Howell,  who  referred  to  the  creden¬ 
tials  read  in  Congrefs  the  30th  of  June  laft,  and  regiftered  in  book  of 
credentials,  page  76. 

Connecticut  : 

Mr.  S.  Huntington  and  Mr.  B.  Huntington,  who  produced  cre¬ 
dentials  under  the  feal  of  the  ftate,  and  figned  George  Wyllis,  fe¬ 
cretary  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  at  a  general  affembly  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  company  of  the  ftate  of  Connedicut,  in  America,  holden  at 
Hartford,  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  May,  A.  D.  1783,  the  hon. 
Samuel  Huntington,  the  hon.  Oliver  Ellfworth,  the  hon.  Oliver  Wol¬ 
cott,  the  hon.  Benjamin  Huntington,  Jedediah  Strong,  Efq;  Stephen 
Mix  Mitchell,  Efq;  and  the  hon.  Richard  Law,  were  eleded  and 
publicly  declared  to  be  delegates  to  reprefent  that  ftate  in  the  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  United  States,  according  to  law. 

New -Tor  k  : 

Mr.  James  Duane,  who  referred  to  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
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ot  that  ftate,  produced  and  read  the  25th  of  November.  1782,  and  re- 
g  ifter  ed  in  the  book  of  credentials,  page  48. 

New- Jersey  : 

Mr.  E.  Boudinot,  who  referred  to  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
oF  that  Hate,  piodnced  and  i*ead  in  Gongrefs  the  5th  of  November, 
I*  82,  and  regiltered  in  the  book  of  credentials,  page  46. 

•  Maryland : 

Mr.  D.  Carroll,  who  referred  to  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of 
that  Hate,  produced  and  read  in  Gongrefs,  and  regiflered  in  the  book  of 
credentials,  page  67. 

Mr.  J.  M 4 Henry,  who  referred  to  the  credentials  produced  by  him 
and  read  in  Gongrefs  11th  of  June,  1783,  and  regiHered  in  book  of 
credentials,  page  71. 

Virginia  : 

Mr.  J.  F.  Mercer  and  Mr.  A.  Lee,  who  produced  an  extract  from 
the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  delegates  of  that  Hate,  dated  Friday,  6th 
June,  1783,  and  ligned  John  Beckley,  clerk,  H.  D.  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  on  that  day,  Fhomas  JefFerfon,  Samuel  Hardy,  John  Fran¬ 
cis  Mercer,  Arthur  Lee  and  James  Monroe,  Efqrs;  were  eleded  by 
joint  ballot  of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  delegates,  delegates  to  repre¬ 
sent  that  Hate  in  Gongrefs  for  one  year,  from  the  1H  Monday  in  No¬ 
vember. 


North-Car olina  : 

Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  who  referred  to  the  credentials 
of  the  delegates  for  that  Hate,  produced  and  read  in  Congrefs  14th 
May,  1783,  and  regiHered  in  the  book  of  credentials,  page  68. 

South-Car  olina  : 

Air.  J.  Read,  who  referred  to  credentials  produced  by  him  and  read 
in  Congrels  the  17th  June,  1783,  and  regiHered  in  book  of  credentials, 
page  72. 

Mr.  R.  Beresford,  who  referred  to  credentials  produced  by  him  and 
read  in  Gongrefs  the  30th  May,  1783,  and  regiHered  in  book  of  cre¬ 
dentials,  page  76. 

Seven  Hates  being  reprefented,  they  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
prelident  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  lion.  Thomas  Mifflin  vras  elefted. 

The  prefident  not  being  prefen t,  the  Hates  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  chairman  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  lion.  Daniel  Carroll  was  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Air.  McLIenry, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  Gongrefs  be  given  to  the  hon.  Elias 
Boudinot,  late  prelident  of  Gongrefs,  in  teftiinony  of  their  approbation 
of  his  condudt  in  the  chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  public  bufinefs. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

Resolved ,  That  all  committees  appointed  by  the  laH  Gongrefs,  and 
having  bufinefs  before  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorfzed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  fame,  and  that  they  make  report  as  loon  as  may  be. 


NOVEMBER  1783.  7 

On  a  report  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let¬ 
ter  from  col.  Moylan  : 

Resolved ,  That  col.  Stephen  Moylan,  col.  Samuel  Elbert,  col.  Char¬ 
les  Cotefworth  Pinckney,  and  col.  William  Rnffel,  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigadiers  by  brevet. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Peters 
and  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  4th 
October,  from  the  pay-m after-general, 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay-mafter-general  be  informed,  that  all  monies 
drawn  on  account  of  pay,  by  commanding-officers  and  pay-imafters  of 
regiments,  and  not  paid  over  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  -the  corps 
for  which  fucb  pay  was  drawn,  fhould  be  accounted  for  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  their  accounts  with  the  pay-mafter-general  ;  and  fuch  ac¬ 
counting  will  be  a  fufficient  difcharge  to  the  commanding-officers  and 
pay-mafters  refpedtively. 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay-mafter-general  depoftt  in  the  hands  of  re¬ 
gimental  agents,  the  certificates  for  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers  of  the  refpedfive  lines,  to  be  by  them  delivered  to 
the  individuals  to  whom  they  belong,  or  depolited  for  their  benefit  as 
the  fupreme  executive  of  the  ftate  to  which  the  refpective  agents  be¬ 
long,  {hall  diredt. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  take  meafures  for 
compelling  the  officers  late  in  the  ilfuing  department,  forthwith  to 
furnifh  the  pay-mafter-general,  with  accounts  againft  the  officers  of 
the  refpedtive  lines,  for  articles  furniffied  out  of  the  public  magazines 
in  that  department,  to  the  end,  that  no  further  delay  may  prevent  the 
adjuftment  of  the  accounts  of  thofe  officers  with  the  pay-mafter-ge¬ 
neral. 

On  a  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war : 

Resolved ,  That  John  Pierce,  pay-mafter-general,  be  diredfed  to 
fettle  the  accounts  of  captain  Pendleton,  for  himfelf  and  company  of 
artificers  and  thofe  of  the  late  regiment  of  colonel  Bedle,  and  give 
certificates  of  the  balance  or  balances,  Ihould  there  be  any  due,  as  is 
given  to  the  line  of  the  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M4Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved ,  That  the  chairman,  in  the  abfence  of  the  prefident,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  adjourn  Congrefs  on  the 
6th  inftant,  to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  26th,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
folution  of  the  21ft  of  October  laft. 

i 

Tuesdat ,  Noveynber  4,  1783. 

Mr.  JefFerfon,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enquire  fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  department  of 
war,  and  the  fame  being  read  : 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Car- 
roll,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Bland,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  department  of  war,  and  to  report  the  refult  of  their 
enquiries  ;  report, 

That  they  have  enquired  fully  into  the  proceedings  of  the  depart- 
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rnent  ol  war,  from  the  firft  Monday  in  January,  to  the  firft  Monday 
m  July,  1782,  and  from  that  time,  until  the  firft  Monday  in  January, 
1783,  and  find  that  the  fecretary  at  war,  hath  faithfully  executed 
and  difcharged  the  leveral  powers  and  duties  committed  to  and  re¬ 
quired  of  him,  by  the  refolves  of  Congrefs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

Resolved ,  1  hat  Samuel  Hodgdon,  commiffary  of  military-ftores, 
under  the  appointment  of  the  fecretary  at  war,  be  continued  in  that 
office  until  the  farther  order  of  Congrefs,  and  that  he  be  empowered 
to  continue  fucli  affiftants  as  may  be  neceffary  to  take  Ccfre  of  the 
military-ftores. 

1  hat  Joieph  Carleton,  fecretary  in  the  war-office,  be  continued  in 
office  until  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

1  hat  the  iecjetaiy  at  war  inftruft  Mr.  Hodg'don,  not  to  remove 
from  the  town  of  Providence,  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  the 
Head  of  Elk,  the  military-ftores  at  prefent  depofited  at  thofe  places 
relpedively  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  chairman  of  Congrefs,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
preftdent,  give  the  neceffary  direftions  relpeding  the  prefident’s 
houfehold. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liamfon  and  Mr.  1  ilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  30th 
March  laft,  from  major-general  Lincoln  : 

Resolved ,  That  major-general  Lincoln  be  credited,  in  the  books 
of  the  treafury,  the  fum  of  5,424,109  dollars,  and  that  the  feveral de¬ 
partments  be  charged  with  the  amount  of  the  bills  drawn  in  their 
favor :  And  that  all  Inch  bills  as  may  hereafter  be  prefented  for  pay¬ 
ment,  be  charged  to  the  departments  in  whole  favor,  from  the  face  of 
the  bill,  they  fhall  appear  to  have  been  drawn  ;  and  that  major-ge¬ 
neral  Lincoln  be  credited  for  the  amount  thereof. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  M‘Henry, 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  directed,  after  the 
evacuation  of  New-York  by  the  Britifh  forces,  to  difcharge  the  fe¬ 
deral  army,  except  500  men,  with  proper  officers,  or  fuch  number  as 
he  may  judge  neceffary  for  garrifoning  the  polls,  and  guarding  the 
public  magazines  of  the  United  States  :  And  that  this  motion  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  to  take  order. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  McHenry, 


Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Osgood , 

ay 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  S .  Huntington , 

ay 

Mr.  B,  Huntington , 

ay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Carroll , 

ay 

Mr.  McHenry, 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay 

Mr.  Lee , 

ay 

\ 


\ 

1 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


DECEMBER  1783. 

North -Carolina^ 

South-Car  olinay 

So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Resolved ,  T  nat  the  refolution  paffed  yefterday,  empowering  the 
chairman  to  adjourn  Congrels  on  the  6th,  be  re-conlidered  and  altered 
to  the  4th. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  T  hat  this  Congrefs  be,  and  it  is  hereby  ad¬ 
journed  to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  26th  of  this  prefent  month. 


Mr.  Hawkins , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresfordy 


no 

ay 

no 

ay 


divided . 


divided . 


ANNAPOLIS. 


A  NUMBER  of  members  met  according  to  adjournment,  but  there 
not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  hates  affembled  to  proceed  to  bufi- 
nefs,  Congrefs  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  till 


SAruRDATy  December  13,  1783, 
When  the  following  hates  and  members  appeared  : 
From  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  A.  Foher. 
Maffachufetts, 


Mr.  E.  Gerry,  Mr.  S.  Ofgood  and  Mr.  G. 
Partridge. 

Mr.  W.  Ellery  and  Mr.  D.  Howell. 

Mr.  T.  Mifflin  and  Mr.  C.  Morris. 

Mr.  J.  Tilton  and  Mr.  E.  M‘Comb. 

Mr.  McHenry  and  Mr.  E.  Lloyd. 

Mr.  T.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  S.  Hardy,  Mr.  A. 

Lee  and  Mr.  J.  Monroe. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  IT.  Williamfon  and 
Mr.  R.  D.  Spaight. 

Mr.  J.  Read. 

The  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  produced  credentials 
which  were  read. 

The  prefident  then  laid  before  Congrefs,  a  joint  letter  from  the  mi- 
nihers  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  dated  at  Pally  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1783,  accompanied  with  the  definitive  treaty  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  iigned  at  Paris  the  3d  of 
September,  1783,  which  were  read. 


Rhode-Ifland, 

Pennfylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


_ — — . 

MoNDA-Ty  December  15,  1783. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Chafe,  a  delegate  for  Maryland,  attended,  and  produced  cre¬ 
dentials  ;  whereby  it  appears,  that  on  the  9th  of  this  prefent  month, 
Mr.  John  Hall  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  I  ownley  Chafe,  were  duly  eleffled 
additional  members,  to  reprefent  the  faid  If  ate  in  Congrefs. 

Six  {fates  only  attending,  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
ftate  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofter, 
the  prefident  adjourned  Congrefs  to  10  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday ,  December  16, 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prelent  feven  Hates,  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Rhode- 

IHand,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Ca- 

rolina  ;  and  from  the  Hate  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Folter. 

The  letters  from  the  miniHers  of  the  United  States,  at  foreign  courts 

were  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

*  ' 


JVednesdat, ,  December  17,  1783. 

Only  fix  Hates  attending,  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-IHand, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  .North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
Hate  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  the  prefident  adjourned  Congrefs  to  ten 
o’clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday- ,  December  18,  1783. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  feven  Hates,  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Rhode- 
IHand,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Ca- 
rolina  ;  and  from  the  Hate  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  FoHer. 

Sundry  letters  and  memorials  were  read,  among  which  a  letter  of 
the  23d  November,  from  the  miniHer  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  a  note  refpecting  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  Hoop  CheHer,  and  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  October,  from  governor 
Hancock,  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  commonwealth  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  which  were  committed. 


Friday ,  December  19,  1783. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  before  ;  and  from  the  Hate  of  South- 
Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 


Saturday ,  December  20,  1783. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  commander  in  chief,  was  read,  in¬ 
forming  Congrefs  of  his  arrival  in  this  city,  with  the  intention  of  afk- 
ing  leave  to  re  Horn  the  commiflion  he  has  the  honor  of  holding  in  their 

o  o  o 

fervice,  and  defiring  to  know  their  pleafure  in  what  manner  it  will  be 
moff  proper  to  offer  his  refignation  ;  whether  in  writing  or  at  an  au¬ 
dience  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief  be  admitted 
to  a  public  audience,  on  Tuefday  next,  at  twelve  o’clock. 

Resolved ,  That  a  public  entertainment  be  given  to  the  commander 
in  chief  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Monroe,  feconded  by  Mr.  McLIenry, 

Ordered ,  That  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  aft  paffed  by  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  the  13th  of  September  laff,  relative 
to  the  act  of  the  legiflature  of  Virginia,  of  the  2d  January,  1781,  be 
tranfmitted  by  exprefs,  to  the  executive  of  Virginia. 

Monday,  December  22,  1783. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-IHand,  Pennfyl¬ 
vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
Hate  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  FoHer,  and  from  the  Hate  ot  South-Ca- 
rolina,  Mr.  Read. 


DECEMBER  1783. 


ii 


Tuesdjt ,  December  23,  1783. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Jefferfon, 

^ Resolved ,  That  letters  be  immediately  difpatched  to  the  executives 
of  New-Hampfhire,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  South-Ca- 
rohna  and  Georgia,  informing  them,  that  the  fafety,  honor  and  good 
faith  of  the  United  States,  require  the  immediate  attendance  of  their 
delegates  in  Congrefs  ;  that  there  have  not  been,  during  the  fitting  of 
Congrefs  at  this  place,  more  than  feven  bates  reprelented,  namely, 
Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  North-Carolina,  and  mob  of  thofe  by  only  two  delegates  ;  and 
that  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  leveral  other  matters,  of 
great  national  concern,  are  now  pending  before  Congrefs,  which  require 

the  utmob  difpatch,  and  to  which  the  aflent  of  at  leab  nine  bates  is 
neceffary. 

According  to  order,  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  public  audience,  and  being  feated,  the  prefident,  after  a 
paufe,  informed  him,  that  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled, 
were  prepared  to  receive  his  communications  ;  whereupon  he  arofe  and 
acldreffed  as  follows  : 


Mr.  President, 

THE  great  events  on  which  my  refignation  depended,  having  at 
length  taken  place,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  offering  my  fincere  con¬ 
gratulations  to  Congrefs,  and  of  prefenting  myfelf  before  them,  to  lur- 
render  into  their  hands  the  truft  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the 
indulgence  of  retiring  from  the  fervice  of  my  country. 

I-Iappy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and  fovereignty 
and  pleafed  with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United  States  of  be 
coming  a  refpedable  nation,  I  rebgn  with  fatisfacbion  the  appoint- 
merit  I  accepted  with  diffidence  ;  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  accom- 
plifh  fo  arduous  a  tafk  ;  which  however  was  fuperfeded  by  a  confi- 
dence  in  the  reditude  of  our  caufe,  the  fupport  of  the  fupreme  power 
of  the  union,  and  the  patronag'e  of  Heaven. 

The  fuccefsful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the  mod  fanguine 
expectations  ;  and  my  gratitude  tor  the  interpoiition  of  Providence 
and  the  affi  dance  lhave  received  from  my  countrymen,  increafes  with 
every  review  of  the  momentous  conteb. 

.  .^hlle  1  refeat  my  °bhgations  to  the  army  in  general,  I  ffiould  do 
injudice  to  my  own  feelings  not  to  acknowledge,  in  this  place,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  fervices  and  didinguidied  merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
)een  attached  to  my  perfon  during  the  war.  It  was  impodible  the 
choice  ot  confidential  officers  to  compofe  my  family  fhould  have  been 
more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  fir,  to  recommend  in  particular,  thofe 
who  have  continued  in  the  fervice  to  the  prefent  moment,  as  worthy 
of  the  favoiable  notice  and  patronage  of  Congrefs. 

-  -1  ,C?.".fi<fer  11  a”  lndil’penfable  duty  to  dole  this  lad  aft  of  mv  of- 
hcial  life  by  commending  the  intereds  of  our  deared  country  to  the 

pioteftion  of  Almighty  God,  and  thofe  who  have  the  fuperintendance 
ot  them  to  his  holy  keeping. 

Having  now  finidied  the  work  affigned  me,  I  retire  from  the  great 
heatie  of  action,  and  bidding  an  affeaionate  farewell  to  this  augud 
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body,  under  whole  orders  I  have  fo  long  acled,  I  here  offer  my  com- 
miflion,  and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life. 

He  then  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  prefident  his  commidion, 
with  a  copy  of  his  addrels,  and  having  refumed  his  place,  the  prefident 
returned  him  the  following  anfvver: 

SIR, 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  receive  with  emotions, 
too  affecting  for  utterance,  the  folemn  refignation  of  the  authorities 
under  which  you  have  led  their  troops  with  fuccefs  through  a  perilous 
and  a  doubtful  war.  Called  upon  by  your  country  to  defend  its  in¬ 
vaded  rights,  you  accepted  the  facred  charge,  before  it  had  formed 
alliances,  and  whilft  it  was  without  funds  or  a  government  to  fupport 
you.  You  have  conducted  the  great  military  conted  with  wifdom 
and  fortitude,  invariably  regarding  the  rights  of  the  civil  power  through 
all  difaders  and  changes.  You  have,  by  the  love  and  confidence  of 
your  fellow-citizens,  enabled  them  to  difplay  their  martial  genius,  and 
tranfmit  their  fame  to  poderity.  You  have  perfevered,  till  thefe  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  king  and  nation,  have  been  en¬ 
abled,  under  a  juft  Providence,  to  dole  the  war  in  freedom,  fafety  and 
independence  ;  on  which  happy  event  we  fincerely  join  you  in  con¬ 
gratulations. 

Having  defended  the  dandara  of  liberty  in  this  new  .world  : 
having  taught  a  lefTon  ufeful  to  thofe  who  inflidl  and  to  thofe  who 
feel  oppreflion,  you  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  adion,  with  the 
bleffings  of  your  fellow-citizens  ;  but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will 
not  terminate  with  your  military  command,  it  will  continue  to  animate 
remoted  ages. 

We  feel  with  you  our  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  and  will 
particularly  charge  ourfelves  with  the  intereds,  of  thofe  confidential 
officers,  who  have  attended  your  perfon  to  this  affe&ing  moment. 

We  join  you  in  commending  the  interefls  of  our  deared  country  to 
the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  befeeching  him  to  difpole  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  its  citizens,  to  improve  the  opportunity  afforded  them, 
of  becoming  a  happy  and  refpedable  nation.  And  for  you  we  ad- 
drefs  to  him  our  earned:  prayers,  that  a  life  fo  beloved,  may  be  foflered 
with  all  his  care  ;  that  your  days  may  be  happy  as  they  have  been  il- 
ludrious  ;  and  that  he  will  finally  give  you  that  reward  which  this 
world  cannot  give. 

JVe  ones  DAT ,  December  24,  1783. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

Mr.  Hand,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved ,  That  the  pod-mader-general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direc¬ 
ted  to  give  orders  to  his  deputy,  at  the  place  where  Congrefs  is  fitting, 
to  furnifh  an  extra  pod  or  pods  whenever  required  by  the  prefident. 

Purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  l Oth  of  September  lad,  the  fuperin- 
tendant  of  finance  and  treafurer,  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of 
all  the  notes  which  have  been  iffued  by  them  on  the  credit  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  with  an  account  of  what  part  of  thofe  notes  were  in  cir¬ 
culation,  according  to  the  date  of  the  former  on  the  4th  November, 
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nnd  of  the  lattei  on  the  29th  September  when  their  accounts  are  fe¬ 
derally  clofed. 


Friday  December  26,  1783. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prelent  as  before. 

Purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  5th  September,  1783,  the  fuperinten- 
dant  of  finance,  as  agent  of  marine,  having  caufed  the  fhip  Alliance 
to  be  furveyed,  reported  the  Hate  fhe  is  inland  an  eflimate  of  the  ex- 
penfe  necelfary  to  give  her  a  good  repair. 

►  &< 


Saturday ,  December  27,  1783. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prelent  as  before. 

- - 

Monday ,  December  29,  1783. 

Six  Hates  only  attending,  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina;  and  from  the 
(late  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  and  from  the  Hate  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Chafe, the  prefident  adjourned  Congrefs  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  December  30,  1783. 

Five1  Hates  only  attending,  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  Hate  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofler,  from  Rhode-Ifiand,  Mr.  Howell,  from  Mary¬ 
land,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read,  the  prefident 
adjourned  Congrefs  till  to-morrow  at  ten  o’clock. 

Wednesday ,  December  31,  1783. 

Five  Hates  only  attending,  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Pennfylvania,  De¬ 
laware,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina;  and  from  the  Hate  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofler,  from  Rhode-Ifland,  Mr.  Howell,  from  Mary- 
land,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read,  the  prefident 
adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday ,  January  1,  1784. 

Six  ftates  only  attending-,  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
°  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  and  from  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
1  lr.  Chaie,  the  prefident  adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday ,  January  2,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and 

from  the  ftate  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  and  from  the  ftate  of 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

°f  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Morns,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Philip  Moore  * 

.Resolved,  1  hat  the  following  form  of  fea-letters  be  granted  for  the 
“fc11  States,  belonging  to  the  memorials  and  others  : 

,  °Verene’  fei'®ne’  T1011  puiffant,  puiffant,  high,  illuftrious,  noble, 
honorable,  venerable,  wife  and  prudent  lords,  emperors,  kings,  repub- 

Voi!"  IX* dl>keS’  earIS’  bar°ns’  lords>  burS«-mafters,  fchepens,  coun- 
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fellors,  as  alfo  judges,  officers,  judiciaries  and  regents  of  all  the  good 
cities  and  places,  whether  ecclefiaftical  or  fecular,  who  fhall  fee  thefc 
patents  or  hear  them  read  : 

We  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  affembled,  make 
known,  that  Mr.  Janies  Moore,  fupercargo  of  the  (hip  called  u  The 
United  States,’’  of  the  burthen  of  300  tons,  or  thereabouts,  at  pre¬ 
lent  navigated  by  captain  Thomas  Bell,  is  of  the  United  States  of 
America  ;  and  as  we  wilh  to  fee  the  laid  James  Moore,  fupercargo, 
profper  in  his  lawful  affairs,  our  prayer  is  to  all  the  before-mentioned, 
and  to  each  of  them  feparately,  where  the  faid  James  Moore  fhall  ar¬ 
rive  with  his  vefTel  and  cargo,  that  they  may  pleale  to  receive  the  faid 
fupercargo  with  goodnefs,  and  to  treat  him  in  a  becoming  manner, 
permitting  him,  upon  the  ufual  tolls  and  expenfes  in  paffing  and  re¬ 
paying,  to  pal's,  navigate  and  frequent  the  ports,  palTes  and  territories, 
to  the  end,  to  ti  anfadt  his  bufmefs  tvhere,  and  in  what  manner  he  fhall 
judge  proper. 

In  teftimony  whereof,  See. 

SjTunDAr ,  January  3,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  the  fame  as  yefterday. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th  December  laft,  from  Mr.  F.  Dana,  was  read, 
informing  Congrefs  of  his  arrival  at  Boflon,  after  a  paffage  of  9  5  days, 
from  Peterfburgh  ;  and  defiring  to  know  whether  it  is  the  expedta- 
tion  of  the  Congrefs,  that  he  fnould  come  on  to  the  place  of  their 
feffions,  and,  without  lols  of  time,  to  render  a  more  particular  account 
of  his  late  miffion  : 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  Mr.  Dana,  it  is  the  delire  of 
Congrefs  to  receive  his  communication,  relative  to  his  miffion  to  the 
court  of  Ruffia,  and  to  the  difpofition  of  that  court  towards  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  as  foon  as  the  circumftances  of  his  affairs,  and  the  feafop 
hi  all  admit  of  his  attending  Congrefs. 

- -r-raaSET*  - 

MoNDJir ,  January  5,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Idand,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and 
from  the  hate  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Foffer,  and  from  South-Caro- 
lina,  Mr.  Read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved ,  That  the  ele&ion  of  the  five  committees,  diredled  to  be 
appointed  on  this  day,  by  the  refolution  of  the  17th  June,  1782,  be 
poltponed  till  the  firft  Monday  in  February  next. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conhfting  ol  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  William- 
fon  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  Guftavus 
Conyngham,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  a  commifhon  ol  captain  in 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  received  from  the  commiffioners  in 
Paris,  in  1777,  and  loll  by  him,  or  to  be  reinftated  in  his  former 

{ituation. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  memorial'll!  cannot  be  grant¬ 
ed,  fuch  commiflions  being  intended  for  temporary  expeditions  only, 
and  not  to  give  rank  in  the  navy. 
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On  the  report  of  a  committee)  confiding  of  Mr*  Ellery,  Mr,  Lee,. 
Mr.  Izard,  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  McHenry,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  from  the  commander  in  chief,  of  the  28th  Augud,  containing 
a  propofal  from  the  fecretary  oi  the  Polifh  order  or  knights  of  Divine 
Providence,  that  Congrefs  lliould  nominate  a  number  ot  fuitable  pei- 
fons  to  be  created  knights  of  the  faid  order. 

Resolved ,  That  the  late  commander  in  chief,  be  requeued  to  in¬ 
form  the  chevalier  Jean  de  Heintz,  fecretary  of  the  order  of  Divine 
Providence,  that  Congrefs  are  fenfible  of  the  attention  of  that  order, 
in  propoiing  to  them  to  nominate  a  number  of  luitable  peilons  to  be 
created  knights  of  the  order  oi  Divine  Providence  ;  but  that  Congrefs 
cannot,  confidently  with  the  principles  of  the  confederation,  accept  of 
their  obliging  propofal. 

Tuesdat ,  January  6,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembied  :  Prefent  the  fame  as  yederday. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr. 
M‘Comb,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  22d  November,  from 
the  pod-mader-general,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  therein,  refpe&ing 
the  robbery  of  the  mail  at  Princeton,  report  the  following  date  of  fails  : 

«  That*  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  Odober 
lad,  the  mail  for  the  eadward  was  clofed  and  laid  on  the  counter,  in 
the  pod-office,  that  the  pod-rider  came  into  the  office,  and  palled  into 
a  room  adjoining,  with  the  pod-mader,  leaving  the  mail  on  the  coun¬ 
ter,  and  a  lighted  candle  near  it,  without  any  one  in  the  office,  the 
door  leading  i into  the  dreet  and  the  room  adjoining  being  open  ;  that 
under  thefe  circumdances  fome  perfon  entered  the  office  at  the  front 
door,  extinguifhed  the  candle  and  carried  off  the  mail;  that  fome  days 
after  the  robbery  of  the  mail,  it  was  found  in  a  meadow  near  Prince¬ 
ton,  and  returned  to  the  general  pod-office  ;  that  the  mail  contained, 
a  large  packet  of  notes,  dgned  by  Michael  Hillegas,  treafurer,  and 
other  valuable  effecls,  none  of  which  were  miffing ;  but  that  five  or 
fix  letters  were  lod,  and  feveral  franked  by  members  of  Congrefs  were 
broke  open.  Upon  which  date  of  fails  the  committee  conceive  that 
the  intereds  of  individuals,  the  revenue  of  the  pod-office,  and  the  na¬ 
tional  honor  are  intimately  concerned  in  the  fafety  and  prefervation 
of  the  public  mails,  and  of  the  letters,  packets  and  difpatches  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  pod-office.”  Whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  letters  and  papers  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  fupreme  executive  of  the  date  of  New- 
Jerfey,  who  are  requeded  to  order  a  drift  enquiry  into  the  conduit  of 
John  Harrifon,  pod-mader  at  Princeton,  and  James  Martin,  pod-rider, 
relative  to  the  premifes  ;  to  afeertain  whether,  and  how  far  they  were 
culpable  in  the  lofs  of  the  mail ;  to  difeover,  if  poffible,  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  the  robbery,  and  to  tranfmit  the  refult  of  fuch  enquiry  to  Con¬ 
grefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  pod-mader-general  be  dire&ed  to  inform  Con¬ 
grefs,  to  whom  the  mail  was  delivered  when  found,  and  whofe  hands 
it  paffed  through  till  lodged  in  the  general  pod-office  ;  that  he  alfo 
be  direiled  to  give  pofitive  orders  to  the  feveral  pod-maders,  and 
pod-riders,  to  take  the  mod  effeilual  care  of  the  letters,  packets,  dif- 
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patches  and  mails  committed  to  them  refpeaively,  as  any  neglect  or 

mil  conduct  in  that  department  will  meet  with  no  indulgence  from  Con- 
grefs.  ° 


Wednesday  January  7,  1784. 
Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 


Thu  ns  DAT,  January  8,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Resolved)  1  hat  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  election  of  a  chap¬ 
lain  to  Congrefs.  ■ 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Lee  and 
Mr.  Chafe,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Jan  Hendrick  Chrif- 
tian  Heinekin,  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Pruffian  diip  Minerva,  touch¬ 
ing  a  decree  ot  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  memorial  of  Jan  Hendrick  Chridian  Heinekin, 
with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  referred  to  the  judges  of  the  court 
ot  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  to  report  to  Congrefs  as  fpeedily  as  may 
be,  the  proceedings,  proofs  and  judgment  in  the  above-mentioned  caufe. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Tilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Thomas  Sudler, 
fetting  forth,  that  his  dwelling-houfe  was,  on  the  fixth  of  February’ 
1781,  plundered  and  robbed  by  the  Britilh  ;  and  that  he  lod  feveral 
continental  certificates  to  the  amount  of  2300  dollars,  excludve  of  in- 
tered,  which  were  dated  about  the  2d  of  March,  1779,  and  praying 
that  certificates  of  the  fame  tenor  and  date  may  be  iffued  to  him. 

Resolved)  That  the  certificates  being  made  payable  to  the  bearer, 
and  probably  at  this  time  in  circulation,  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
cannot  be  granted. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Tilton  and  Mr.  Monroe,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  capt. 
Houdin,  of  the  2d  Malfachufetts  regiment,  and  that  of  lieut.  Thacher 
of  the  line,  praying  for  promotion. 

Resolved)  Tint  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  being  dgned,  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  army  difeharged,  and  the  commander  in  chief  having 
refigned  his  commilfion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the  promotion  re- 
queded.  * 

FridaT)  January  9,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Hand 
and  Mr.  Spaight,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  late  ma¬ 
jor-general  Sullivan  : 

Resolved)  That  lo  much  of  the  faid  memorial,  as  refpe&s  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  1500  dollars,  granted  to  him  by  Congrefs,  by  their  adl  of  the 
31ft  July,  1781,  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  take 
order. 


SaWed AT)  January  10,  1784. 

Only  fix  ftates  attending,  viz.  MafTachufetts,  Pennfylvania,  Dela- 


ware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Corolina  ;  and  from  the  (late  of 
New-HampFiire,  Mr.  FoFer,  and  from  the  Fate  of  Rhode-IFand,  Mr. 
Ellery,  the  prefident  adjourned  Gongrefs  till  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Mondat ,  January  12,  1784. 

Gongrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-IFand,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina ;  and  from 
the  Fate  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  EoFer,  and  from  the  Fate  of  South- 
Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  be  poFponed  till  Monday 
next. 

Tuesday  January  13,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yeFerday  ;  and  from  the  Fate  of 
Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Wadfworth,  who  produced  cre¬ 
dentials  under  the  feal  of  the  Fate  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  at  a 
general  affembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  faid  Fate,  holden 
at  New-Haven,  on  the  2d  Thurfday  of  October,  1783,  the  faid  affem- 
bly  did  appoint  Roger  Sherman,  Efq;  William  Williams,  Efq;  James 
Wadfworth,  Efq;  and  William  Hilhoufe,  Efq;  delegates  to  reprefent 
that  Fate  in  the  Gongrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  year 
enfuing,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Huntington,  Efq;  Oliver  Wolcott,  Efq; 
Richard  Law,  Efq;  and  Oliver  Ellfworth,  Efq;  refigned. 

Mr.  J.  Beatty,  a  delegate  for  New-Jerfey,  attended,  and  produced 
credentials  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  in  the  Fate  of  New-Jerfey,  at 
Trenton,  November  6,  1783,  the  council  and  affembly  in  joint  meeting, 
proceeded  to  the  eleClion  of  five  delegates  to  reprefent  that  Fate  in 
Gongrefs,  when 

The  hon.  Jonathan  Elmer,  Silas  CondiCf,  John  Stevens,  John  Beat¬ 
ty  and  Samuel  Dick,  Efqrs;  were  duly  elected,  and  empowered  to  re¬ 
prefent  and  vote  in  behalf  of  that  Fate  in  the  Gongrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  North-America,  until  the  5th  day  of  November  next,  unlefs 
a  new  appointment  Fiall  fooner  take  place. 

The  committee,  confiFing  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  6th 
of  November,  from  the  legiFature  of  New-Hampfliire,  on  the  fubjeCl 
of  a  memorial  from  the  owners  of  the  private  armed  veffel  called  the 
brig  M‘Clary,  refpeding  the  proceedings  and  fentence  of  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  in  the  cafe  of  the  brig  Lu- 
lannah,  captured  by  the  faid  private  armed  veffel,  called  the  brigantine 
M‘C!ary  ;  together  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  agent  for  the 
proprietors  of  the  faid  brig  M‘ Clary,  having  made  a  report  ;  and  the 
faid  report,  after  debate,  being  poFponed, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  be  poFponed  to  the  IF 
Monday  of  April  next  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  memorial  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  prefent  claimants  of  the  brig  Lufannah,  to  (hew  caufe,  if 
any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  the  faid  memorial  Ihould  not  be  grant¬ 
ed  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  that  all  proceedings  in  the  fentence  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  touching  the  premifes,  ought  to  be  Fayed. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chafe,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to  {trike 
out  the  latter  part,  viz.  and  in  the  mean  time,  See.  to  the  end  : 

And  on  the  quell  ion,  lliall  thole  words  (land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Fofter, 


% 


New- Hampshire, 
J\lassachusetts, 

Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticut , 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware , 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge, 
M  r.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr,.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Eland, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  MHomb, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Ldoyd, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Spaight , 


ay 


ay 


ay 

divided • 


no 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  wTere  ftruck  out. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fofter, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina , 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Part  ridge, 
Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  MDomb, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  IJoyd, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Read, 


So  it  pafied  in  the  negative. 


> 

}■ 


no  * 
ay' 
ay  \ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no  * 
no 
no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


£  divided . 
no  y 

1 


ay 
no 
no 
j  10 
no 
no  * 


no 


no 
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Wednesday  'January  14,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina  and  South-Carolina  ;  Mr.  Beresford  having  this  day  taken  his  feat, 
and  from  the  Bate  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Toiler,  and  from  New- 
Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  J efferfon,  Mi.  Gei- 
ry,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  his  Britannic  majedy,  and  the  joint  letter  of  the  10th  September, 
from  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  nine  dates  being  prefent,  that  the  faid  de¬ 
finitive  treaty  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  ratified  by  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  affembled,  in  the  form  following  : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled . 

To  all  perfonsto  whom  thele  prefents  fhall  come,  greeting: 

WHEREAS  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendfhip  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  majedy,  were  concluded 
and  figned  at  Paris  on  the  3d  day  of  Sept.  1783,  by  the  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  of  the  faid  United  States,  and  of  his  faid  Britannic  majedy,  duly 
and  refpe&ively  authorized  for  that  purpofe  ;  which  definitive  articles 
are  in  the  words  following  : 

“  In  the  name  of  the  mod  holy  and  undivided  Trinity. 

“  IT  having  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  difpofe  the  hearts  of 
the  mod  ferene  and  mod  potent  prince  George  the  third,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  king  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  arch-treafurer  and  prince 
eledlor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  See.  and  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  forget  all  pad  mifunderdandings  and  differences  that  have 
unhappily  interrupted  the  good  correfpondence  and  friendfhip  which 
they  mutually  wild  to  redore  ;  and  to  edablifli  fuch  a  beneficial  and 
fatisfactory  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries,  upon  the  ground 
of  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience,  as  may  promote  and 
fecure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  harmony  ;  and  having  for  this  de- 
lirable  end,  already  laid  the  foundation  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
by  the  provifional  articles,  figned  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1782,  by  the  commiffioners  empowered  on  each  part,  which  arti¬ 
cles  were  agreed  to  be  inferted  in  and  to  conditute  the  treaty  of  peace 
propofed  to  be  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
faid  United  States,  but  which  treaty  was  not  to  be  concluded  until  terms 
of  peace  fhould  be  agreed  upon  between  Great-Britain  and  France, 
and  his  Britannic  majedy  fiiould  be  ready  to  conclude  fuch  treaty 
accordingly  ;  and  the  treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  France  having* 
fince  been  concluded,  his  Britannic  majedy  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  order  to  carry  into  full  effedt  the  provifional  articles 
above-mentioned,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  have  condituted  and 
appointed,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Britannic  majedy  on  his  part,  David 
Hartley,  Efq;  member  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  the 
faid  United  States  on  their  part,  John  Adams,  Efqj  late  a  commif- 
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Loner  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  court  of  Verfailles. 
late  delegate  in  Congrefs  from  the  Hate  of  Maffacbufctts,  and  chief 
jn  ice  ot  the  faid  hate,  and  mimfter  plenipotentiary  of  the  laid  Uni- 
ULr/0  tSeir.h,8h  ™‘ghtineffes  the  hates  general  of  the  United 

thLb'Vrp  >e'’J,am'n  I'ran1h,ln,Efll;  late  delegate  in  Congrefs  from 

\  .  1  ennfyl  vania,  prehdent  ot  the  convention  of  the  faid  (late 

anu  mimfter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  America  at 
the  court  ot  A  erfa.lles  ;  John  Jay,  Efq;  late  prefident  of  Congrefs, 
and  chief  juftice  ot  the  ftate  of  New- York,  and  minifter  plenipotentiary 
from  the  laid  United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  be  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  for  the  concluding  and  figning  the  prefent  definitive  treaty  : 
who,  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  their  refpedive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed  the  following  articles  : 

“  Art..  1  L*  His  Britannic  majefty  acknowledges  the  faid  United 
States,  viz.  New-Hampfhire,  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Terfey,  Penn- 
fy  vama,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Ca- 
rolma  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fove reign  and  independent  Bates  :  that 
he  treats  with  them  as  fuch,  and  for  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
relinquishes  all  claims  to  the  government,  proprietary  and  territorial 
rights  ot  the  fame,  and.  every  part  thereof; 

.1  VYcVr  And,  tliat,  a11  dilPlltes  wh>ch  might  arife  in  future  on 
the  fubjea  ol  the  boundaries  of  the  faid  United  States  may  he  pre- 

vented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following  are  and 
ihall.  be  their  boundaries,  viz.  from  the  north-weft  angle  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  viz.  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north 
from  the  fource  of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  Highlands  ;  along  the  faid 
Highlands  which  divide  thofe  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to 
the  north-wefternmoft  head  of  Connecticut  river,  thence  down  along 
the  middle  ot  that  river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  from 
thence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  ftrikes  the  river 
Iroquois  or  Cataraquy  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  river  into 
lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  until  it  ftrikes  the  com¬ 
munication  by  water  between  that  lake  and  lake  Erie  ;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  faid  communication  into  lake  Erie,  through  the  middle 
of  faid  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  lake  Huron  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  water  com¬ 
munication  into  the  lake  Huron  ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  faid 
lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  lake  Superi¬ 
or  ;  thence  through  lake  Superior  northward  of  the  ifles,  Royal  and 
Philipeaux,  to  the  long  lake  ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  faid  long 
lake  and  the  water  communication  between  it  and  the  lake  of  the 
Woods,  to  the  faid  lake  of  the  Woods  ;  thence  through  the  faid  lake 
to  the  mod  north-weftern  point  thereof,  and  from  thence  on  a  due 
weft  courfe  to  the  river  Miffifippi  ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  faid  river  Miffifippi,  until  it  fiiall  interfeft  the  nortb- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  3  !  ft  degree  ot  north  latitude.  South  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  due  eaft  from  the  determination  of  the  line  laft  mentioned,  in  the 
latitude  of  3  1  degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river 
Apalachicola  or  Catahouche  ;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its 
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jun&ion  with  the  Flint  river  ;  thence  ftraight  to  the  head  of  St. 
Mary’s  river  ;  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary’s  river 
to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Eaft  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle 
of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  its 
fource,  and  from  its  fource  diredlly  north  to  the  aforefaid  Highlands 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  thofe 
which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  :  comprehending  all  iflands 
within  20  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  fliores  of  the  United  States,  and 
lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  points  where  the 
aforefaid  boundaries  between  Nova-Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft- 
Florida  on  the  other,  fliall  refpedlively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and 
the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  excepting  fuch  iflands  as  now  are  or  heretofore 
have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of  Nova-Scotia. 

“  Art.  3d.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  fliall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolefled  the  right  to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on 
the  Grand-Bank,  and  on  all  the  other  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  alfo 
in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea,  where 
the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ufed  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fifh  ; 
and  alfo,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  fliall  have  liberty 
to  take  fifli  of  every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the  coal!  of  Newfoundland 
as  Britifli  fifliermen  fliall  ufe,  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  fame  on  that 
ifland)  and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty’s  dominions  in  America  ;  and  that  the  American  fiflier¬ 
men  fliall  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fifh  in  any  of  the  unfettled  bays, 
harbours  and  creeks  of  Nova-Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands,  and  Labradore, 
fo  long  as  the  fame  fliall  remain  unfettled,  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame  or 
either  of  them  fhall  be  fettled,  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for  the  faid  fifli¬ 
ermen  to  dry  or  cure  fifli  at  fuch  fettlement,  without  a  previous  agree¬ 
ment  for  that  purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors  or  poffeffors  of 
the  ground. 

“  Art.  4th.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  creditors  on  either  fide,  fliall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  fterling 
money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted. 

“  Art.  5th.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  Congrefs  fliall  earnellly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpective  ftates,  to  provide  for  the 
reftitution  of  all  ellates,  rights  and  properties,  which  have  been  confif- 
cated,  belonging  to  real  Britifli  fubjedls,and  alfo  of  the  ellates,  rights  and 
properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diftriCls  in  the  poffeflion  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  againlt  the  faid  United  States. 
And  that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription  fliall  have  free  liberty  to  go 
to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and  therein 
to  remain  12  months  unmolefled  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  ref- 
-  titution  of  fuch  of  their  ellates,  rights  and  properties,  as  may  have 
been  confifcated ;  and  that  Congrefs  fliall  alfo  earnellly  recommend 
to  the  feveral  ftates  a  reconflderation  and  revifion  of  all  adls  or  laws 
regarding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws  or  adls  perfectly 
confident,  not  only  with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  which,  on  the  return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace,  Ihould  uni- 
verfally  prevail.  And  that  Congrefs  fliall  alfo  earnellly  recommend  to 
the  feveral  ftates,  that  the  ellates,  rights  and  properties  of  fuch  lafh 
mentioned  perfons  fliall  be  reftored  to  them  5  they  refunding  to  a»v 
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perfons  who  may  be  now  in  poffeffion  the  bona  fide  price  (where  any 
h*s  been  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have  paid  on  purchafing  any 
ot  the  laid  lands,  rights  or  properties  fince  the  confifeation.  And  it 
is  agreed,  that  all  perfons  who  have  any  intereft  in  confifcated  lands, 
either  by  debts,  marriage  fettlements,  or  otherwife,  fliall  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  in  the  profecution  of  their  juft  rights. 

“  Art.  6th.  That  there  fhall  be  no  future  confifcations  made,  nor 
any  profecutions  commenced  againft  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  or  by 
realon  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the  prefent  war ; 
and  that  no  perfon  lhall,  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  future  lofsor  da¬ 
mage,  either  in  his  perfon,  liberty  or  property,  and  that  thofe  who  may 
be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  in  America,  fhall  be  immediately  let  at  liberty,  and  the  pro* 
fecutions  fo  commenced  be  difeontinued. 

u  Art.  7th.  There  fliall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  hia 
Britannic  majefly  and  the  faid  {fates,  and  between  the  fubjects  of  the 
one,  and  the  citizens  of  the  other,  wherefore  all  hoflilities  both  by  fea 
and  land,  fhall  from  henceforth  ceafe  ;  all  prifoners  on  both  fides  fliall 
be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  majefly  fliall,  with  all  convenient 
ipeed,  and  without  caufmg  any  deftrudlion,  or  carrying  away  any  Ne¬ 
groes  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
armies,  garrifons  and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  States,  and  from  every 
poll,  place  and  harbour  within  the  fame  ;  leaving  in  all  fortifications 
the  American  artillery  that  may  be  therein,  and  fliall  alfo  order  and 
caufe  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers,  belonging  to  any  of  the 
faid  {fates,  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  may  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  reflored  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  proper  {fates  and  perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

u  Art.  8th.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Mifiilippi,  from  its  fource 
to  the  ocean,  fhall  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  fubjedfs  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

u  Art.  9th.  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  any  place  or  territory 
belonging  to  Great-Britain  or  to  the  United  States,  fhould  have  been 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  faid  provifional  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame 
fliall  be  reflored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any  corn- 
pen  fation. 

“  Art.  10th.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  expe¬ 
dited  in  good  and  due  form,  fliall  be  exchanged  between  the  contrac¬ 
ting  parties  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poflible,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  we,  the  underfigned,  their  miniflers  plenipotentiary,  have  in 
their  name,  and  in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our  hands  the 
prefent  definitive  treaty,  and  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

“  Done  at  Paris,  this  3d  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

“(l.  s.)  D.  Hartley,  (l.  s.)  John  Adams, 

(l.  s.)  B.  Franklin, 

(l.  s.)  John  Jay.” 
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NOW  KNOW  YE,  that  we  the  United  States  in  Congrcfs  affem- 
hled,  having  feen  and  confidered  the  definitive  articles  aforefaid,  have 
approved,  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  approve,  ra¬ 
tify  and  confirm  the  faid  articles,  and  every  part  and  claufe  thereof, 
engaging  and  promiling,  that  we  will  lincerely  and  faithfully  perform 
and  obferve  the  fame,  and  never  fuflfer  them  to  be  violated  by  any  one, 
or  tranfgrefled  in  any  manner,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power. 

In  teftimony  whereof,  we  have  caufed  the  feal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witnefs  his  excellency  Thomas  Mif¬ 
flin,  prefident,  this  14th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1784,  and  in  the  8th  year  of  the  fovcreignty  and  independence 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Howell, 


New-Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

5>  * 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay  Kay 

Mr.  Os  goody 

ay) 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay\ av 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay  \  y 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

ay\  av 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

*Ay 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay  )>  * 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ay) 

Mr.  Handy 

ay  Kay 

Mr.  Morris, 

ay  J 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Tilton, 

ay  \  av 

Mr.  M‘Comb, 

°A  J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Chase , 

ay\ay 

Mr.  Lloyd, 

ay  S  J 

Virginia , 

Mr.  'Jefferson, 

ayl 

Mr.  Lee, 

ay  \ay 

Mr.  Monroe , 

ay  J 

North -Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay  l  ..  .. 

Mr.  Spaighty 

ay\  J 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

ay\  av 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

ay  5  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  ratification  be  tranfmitted  with  all-poffibk* 
dilpatch,  under  the  care  of  a  faithful  perfon,  to  our  minifters  in  France, 
who  have  negociated  the  treaty,  to  be  exchanged. 

Resolved ,  That  colonel  Jofiah  Hariuar  be  appointed  to  carry  the 
faid  ratification. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  furnifh  colonel  Harmar 
with  mony  to  defray  his  necelfary  expenfes. 

Resolved ,  That  a  proclamation  be  immediately  ifiued,  notifying  the 
faid  definitive  treaty  and  ratification  to  the  feveral  Hates  ol  the  union, 
and  requiring  their  obfervance  thereof  in  the  form  following : 
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Jiji  the  hinted  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

TV  IIEREAS  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendfliip  between  the 
Un.ted  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  majefty,  were  conceded 
and  figned  at  Pans,  on  the  third  day  of  September,  1783,  by  the  oleni 
potent.ar.es  or  the  find  Un.ted  States  and  of  his  laid  Britannic  mildly, 

[Here  infert  the  treaty  as  above.] 

AND  WE,  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  having  feen 
and  duly  conf.dered  the  definitive  articles  aforefaid,  did,  by  a  certfin  aft 

nlf  °!  ,h'  U"*:J  s,r-  b=»""*  *■«*«.  ■  «  ™ j. 

nuary ,  7 84,  approve,  ratify  and  confirm  the  fame,  and  every  part  and 

c  aule  thereof,  engaging  and  promifing,  that  we  would  fincerely  and 
faithfully  perform  and  obferve  the  fame,  and  never  fuffer  them  to  be 
vio.ated  by  any  one,  or  tranfgreffed  in  any  manner,  as  far  as  fiiould  be 
m  our  power ;  and  being  fincerely  difpofed  to  carry  the  faid  articles 
into  execution,  truly,  honeftly  and  with  good  faith,  according  to  the 
intent  and  meaning  thereof,  we  have  thought  proper  by  thefe  prefents, 
[O  n°tlfV  the  premifes  to  all  the  good  citizens  of  thefe  United  States, 
hereby  requiring  and  enjoining  all  bodies  of  magifiracy,  legiflative, 
executive  and  judiciary,  all  perfons  bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  of 
whatever  rank,  degree  and  powers,  and  all  others  the  good  citizens  of 
thete  itates,  of  every  vocation  and  condition,  that  reverencing  thole 
flipulations  entered  into  on  their  behalf,  under  the  authority  of  that 
federal  bond,  by  which  their  exiftence  as  an  independent  people  is  bound 
up  together,  and  is  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  nations  of  the 
world,  and  with  that  good  faith  which  is  every  man’s  furelt  guide 
within  their  feveral  offices,  jurildiftions  and  vocations,  they  carry  in- 

lo  effect  the  faid  definitive  articles,  and  every  claufe  and  fentence  there- 
or,  uncerely,  Rridly  and  completely. 


Given  under  the  feal  of  the  United  States.  Witnefs  his  excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  our  prefident,  at  Annapolis,  this  14th  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  and  of  the  fovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighth. 

Resolved  unanimously ,  nine  Rates  being  prefent,  That  it  be,  and  it  is 
hereby  earneRly  recommended  to  the  legiRatures  of  the  refpedive  Rates 
to  provide  lor  the  reRitution  of  all  eRates,  rights  and  properties,  which 
have  been  confifeated,  belonging  to  real  Britifh  fubjeds  ;  and  alfo  of 
the  eRates,  rights  and  properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diRrids,  which 
were  in  the  pofieRIon  of  his  Britannic  majeRy’s  arms,  at  any  time  be¬ 
tween  the  30th  day  of  November,  1782,  and  the  14th  day  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1  784,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  againR  the  faid  United  States ; 
and  that  perfons  of  any  other  defeription,  Rial!  have  free  liberty  to  go 
to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and  therein  to 
remain  1  2  months  unmoleRed  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reRitu- 
tion  of  fuch  of  their  eRates,  rights  and  properties,  as  may  have  been  con¬ 
fifeated:  And  it  is  alfo  hereby  earneRly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
Rates,  to  reiconhclcr  and  revife  all  their  ads  or  laws  regarding  the  pre- 
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snifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws  or  a<ds  perfectly  confident,  not  on¬ 
ly  with  judice  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which, 
on  the  return  of  the  bleffings  of  peace,  diould  univerfally  prevail : 
And  it  is  hereby  alfo  earnedly  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  that 
the  eftates,  rights  and  properties  of  fuch  lad  mentioned  perfons  diould 
be  redored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  perfons  who  may  be  now 
in  poffeffion,  the  bona  fide  price,  (where  any  has  been  given)  which  fuch 
perfons  may  have  paid  on  purchadng  any  of  the  laid  lands,  rights  or 
properties  fince  the  confiscation. 

Ordered ,  That  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  this  date,  together 
with  the  recommendation,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  dates  by  the 
fecretary. 

\ Thursdat ,  January  15,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yederday 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Williamfon  and 
Mr.  Tilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  public  creditors 
in  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  report,  that  the  faid 
memorial  fets  forth,  that  the  general  affembly  of  the  date  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  did,  on  the  2  Id  day  of  March  lad,  pafs  an  act  authorizing 
and  diredting  the  treafurer  thereof,  to  make  and  ifiue  notes,  and  de¬ 
liver  the  fame  to  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  continental  loan-officer,  to  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  pay  one  year’s  intered  on  fuch  of  the  faid  debts  as  are 
therein  defcribed,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  affembed.  That  the  faid  loan-officer  refufes  the  payment 
of  the  intered  due  to  them  on  loan-office  certificates,  bearing  date  be¬ 
tween  the  Id  day  of  September,  1777,  and  the  Id  day  of  March,  1778, 
nnlefs  they  confent  to  a  liquidation  of  depreciation  on  the  intered 
of  this  clafs  of  certificates,  equal  to  that  which  is  edabliffied  for  the. 
principal  on  the  final  redemption  ;  that  this  condition  dedroys  the 
folemn  contradls  contained  in  the  refolutions  of  the  l Oth  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1777,  and  adhered  to  in  the  refolve  of  the  28th  of  June,  1780, 
the  fird  of  which  is,  u  that  the  intered  which  diall  arife  after  the 
date  of  this  refolution  on  loan-office  certificates,  already  kfued,  or 
which  diall  be  iffued  before  the  fird  day  of  March  next,  be  annually 
paid  at  the  refpedtive  loan-offices  in  bills  of  exchange  on  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  United  States  in  Paris,  at  the  rate  of  five  livres  of 
Prance  for  every  Spaniffi  milled  dollar,  due  for  intered  as  aforefaid, 
or  in  continental  bills  of  credit  at  the  option  of  the  refpedtive  len¬ 
ders.”  The  other  is,  u  that  the  intered  on  all  loan-office  certificates 
at  the  rate  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  computed  on  the  principal  af~ 
certained  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  difcharged  annually,  in  like  manner  as 
the  principal,  until  the  principal  fhall  be  paid  :  Provided  neverthelefs, 
that  the  fame  intered  and  mode  of  payment  on  certificates  taken  out 
before  the  fird  day  of  March,  1778,  diall  be  continued  as  at  prefent, 
until  the  principal  afcertained  as  aforefaid,  be  ready  to  be  difcharged}” 
That  the  memorialids  in  behalf  of  the  faid  public  creditors,  pray  Con¬ 
grefs  to  give  directions  agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  above  re¬ 
cited  refolutions. 

The  committee  farther  report,  that  upon  infpedting  the  journals  of 
Congrefs,  they  find  that  Congrefs  did,  on  the  4th  day  of  September, 
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1782,  relolve  that  1,200,000  dollars  be  quotaed  on  the  ftates  as  ab- 
folutely  and  immediately  neceffary  for  the  payment  of  the  interefts  of 
the  public  debts,  but  no  directions  are  contained  therein,  relative  to 
the  liquidating  the  intereft  by  the  fcale  of  depreciation  ;  that  on  the 
9th  of  September,  1782,  Congrefs  direded,  “  that  no  bill  of  ex- 
change  be^  iffued  for  intereft  due  on  loan-office  certificates,  lince  the 
firft  day  ot  March  laft,”  preceding.  And  the  committee  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  inability  ot  Congrefs,  to  difcharge  the  interefts  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  promife,  does  not  diffolve  the  fame,  that  the  creditors 
a  fore  fa  id  are  juftlv  entitled  to  an  equivalent,  that  the  debt  is  created 
by  the  refolution  of  the  10th  of  September,  1777,  and  that  no  fubfe- 
quent  refolution  has  invalidated  the  intention  thereof:  whereupon, 
Resolved ,  That  the  intereft  which  has  or  may  become  due  on  loan- 
office  certificates,  bearing  date  between  the  1ft  day  of  Sept.  1777,  and 
the  lft  day  ol  March,  1778,  is  not  fubjeded  to  any  depreciation. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
from  the  poft-mafter-general,  of  the  22d  of  November,  with  the  pa¬ 
pers  enclofed,  refpeding  the  robbery  of  the  mail  at  Princeton, 

Resolved ,  That  the  preiident  iftue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward 
of  S00  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  and  charged  on 
the  revenue  of  the  poll-office,  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  lhall  ap¬ 
prehend  and  fee u re  in  any  of  the  gaols  in  the  United  States,  the  per,- 
petrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  aforefaid  robbery,  fo  that  he  or  they 
may  be  thereof  legally  convided,  and  brought  to  condign  puniffiment ; 
and  promifing  the  fame  reward,  with  an  indemnity  to  any  perfon  who 
being  an  accomplice,  lhall  give  information  and  evidence  whereby  any 
principal  offender  or  offenders  lhall  be  convided  as  aforefaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  todevife  ways  and  means 
for  difeharging  that  part  of  the  public  debt,  confifting  of  continental 
loan-office  certificates,  ilfued  between  the  lft  day  of  September,  1777, 
and  the  lft  day  of  March,  1778. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved ,  That  a  triplicate  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  trea¬ 
ty,  be  lent  to  our  minifters  plenipotentiary,  by  lieutenant-colonel  Da¬ 
vid  S.  Franks,  who  is  authorized  and  direded  to  take  palfage  in  the 
fir  ft  veffel  which  lhall  fail  from  any  port  eaftward  of  Philadelphia,  for 
France,  or  any  port  in  the  channel,  in  which  neither  of  the  inftru- 
ments  of  the  ratification,  already  forwarded,  may  be  fent,  provided 
fuch  veffel  fhall  fail  before  the  3d  day  of  February  next. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  furnifh  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  David  S.  Franks,  with  money  to  defray  his  neceffary  expenfes 
in  going  and  returning. 

Friday  'January  16,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prelent  as  before. 

Saturday.,  January  17,  1784. 

Only  fix  ftates  being  reprefented  ;  namely,  Rhode-Uland,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia  ;  and  from  the 
ft  ate  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  from  Maffachufetts,  Mr.  Ofgood, 
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from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  North-Carolina,  Mr.  William- 
fon,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read  ;  the  prefident  adjourned 
Gongrefs  till  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  January  19,  1784. 

Three  Rates  only  attending  ;  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Peimfylvania 
and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  (late  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Lloyd,  and 
from  Virginia,  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  the  prefident  adjourned  Gongrefs  till 
ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday  January  20,  1784. 

Only  five  Rates  attending  ;  viz.  Rhode-Ifiand,  Connecticut,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia  ;  and  from  the  Rate  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  Mr.  FoRer,  from  Maffachufetts,  Mr.  Partridge,  from  New-Jer- 
fey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  from  North-Carolina, 
Mr.  Spaight,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Beresford  ;  the  prefident 
adjourned  Congrefs  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  21,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and 
from  the  Rate  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  FoRer,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr. 
Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr. 
Beresford. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  6th 
November,  from  the  iegiflature  of  New-Hampfifire,  relpecling  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  fentencc  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on 
the  cafe  of  the  flfip  Lufannah,  having  delivered  in  a  report,  the  fame 
was  called  for  ;  whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

That  the  report  be  poRponed  till  the  Rate  of  New-Hampfhire,  whofe 
interefis  are  thereby  materially  affected,  Riall  be  reprefentedin  Congrefs. 

The  report  being  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  find,  that  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  November 
25th,  1775,  it  was  recommended  to  the  legifiatures  of  the  feveral 
Rates,  to  erect:  courts  for  determining  the  cafes  of  captures  from  the 
enemy  on  the  high-feas  ;  and  it  was  declared,  that  in  all  cafes,  an  ap¬ 
peal  fhould  be  allowed  to  Congrefs,  or  fuch  perfons  as  they  fliould  ap¬ 
point  for  the  trial  of  appeals. 

That  this  refolution  was  complied  with  by  the  feveral  Rates,  fome 
of  them  ceding  appeals  to  Congrefs  on  a  larger,  and  fome  on  a  more 
contracted  fcale  ;  and  New-Hampfhire  particularly,  by  their  act:  of 
affembly  of  1776,  allowing  them  only  in  cafes  of  captures  by  armed 
veftels  fitted  out  at  the  charge  of  the  United  States,  and  referving  the 
appeal  in  ail  other  cafes  to  the  fupreme  court  of  their  own  Rate.  That 
the  courfe  of  Congrefs  was,  to  appoint  a  committee,  for  the  trial  of 
every  fpecial  appeal,  till  the  30th  day  of  January,  1777,  when  a  ffand- 
ing  committee  was  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  from  the 
courts  of  admiralty  in  the  refpective  Rates.  That  the  brigantine 
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MdClary,  a  private  armed  veffel,  owned  by  John  PenhalW  and  others, 
citizens  ot  New-Hampfhire,  captured  on  the  high-feas,  in  the  month 
ot  November,  1777,  the  brigantine  Lufannah,  the  fubied  of  the  pre- 
ient  quedion,  carried  her  into  Pifcataqua,  ill  the  date  of  New-Hamp- 
iniie,  and  libelled  her  before  the  maritime  court  of  the  faid  date 
whereon  the  laic!  veffel  and  cargo  were  by  the  faid  court  condemned! 

i  hat  the  claimants,  Elifha  Doane,  and  others,  prayed  an  appeal  to 
Congrels,  which  being  refilled,  they  appealed  to  the  fuperior  court  of 
New-Hampfhire,  where  the  fentence  being  confirmed,  they  again  pray¬ 
ed  an  appeal  to  Congrels,  which  was  refilled,  and  the  fentence  carried 
into  efFed,  by  a  lale  and  didribution  ol  the  veffel  and  cargo, 

.  Th‘u,on  the  9th  day  of  Oftober,  1778,  the  faid  Eliflia  Doane,  peti¬ 
tioned  Congiefs  for  a  revifion  oi  the  faid  fentence,  which  petition  being- 


referred  to  the  committee  of  appeals,  they,  in  May,  1779,  fummoned 
the  libellants  to  appear  before  them  in  defence  of  their  right, 

d  hat  on  the  2'2d  of  the  lame  month,  Congrefs  refolved,  that  certain 
refolutions  of  theirs,  of  March  6th,  1779,  relative  to  their  controul 
over  all  jurifdidions  in  cafes  of  capture  on  the  high-feas,  Ihould  be 
ti  anfmitted  to  the  leieral  dates,  and  they  be  refpedively  requeded  to 
take  e ffe dual  meafures  lor  conforming  therewith,  I  hat  they  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  tranfmitted  to  the  date  of  New-Hampdiire,  the  legiflature 
whereof,  by  their  ad  of  November,  1779,  extended  the  Jicenfe  of  ap- 
peak-5  to  Congrefs,  to  every  cafe  wherein  any  fubjed  of  any  foreign  na¬ 
tion  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  Ihould  be  intereded  in  the  dif- 
pute,  and  allowed  it  no  further.  That  in  May,  1780,  a  court  of  ap¬ 
peals  was  cdablidied  by  Congrefs,  with  jurifdidion  over  all  matters 
refpeding  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  then  depending  before  Congrefs, 
oi  the  com m lffioners  of  appeals,  confiding  ol  members  of  Congrefs* 
1  hat  all  thele  tranfadions  were  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  confe¬ 
deration,  which  took  place  on  the  Id  day  of  March,  1781.  That  oil 
the  1 7 tli  of  September*  1783,  the  court  ol  appeals  proceeded  to  con- 
fider  the  cale  ot  the  laid  Eliflxi  Doane,  and  others,  againd  the  brig¬ 
antine  Lufannah,  John  Penhallow,  libellant,  and  to  reverfe  the  faid 
fentence  paffed  by  the  inferior  and  fuperior  courts  of  New-Hampfhire ; 
w  lie  re  upon  your  committee  have  come  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Resolve  r/,  1  hat  the  laid  capture  having  been  made  by  citizens  of 
New-Hampfhire,  carried  in  and  fubmitted  to  the  jurifdidion  of  that 
date,  before  the  completion  of  the  confederation,  while  appeaLs  to 
Congrefs  in  fuch  cafes  were  abfolutely  refufed  by  their  legiflature, 
neither  Congrefs,  nor  any  perfons  deriving  authority  from  them,  had 
jurifdidion  in  the  faid  cafe. 

On  the  quedion  for  podponing  as  above,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Foder 

Mr.  Post  a 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Mr.  Osgood 3 
Mr.  PJlery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Wadsworth 


Hew  -  Ha  mps  hire 3 
Massachusetts , 


libodc-Island , 
Connecticut  9 


divided . 
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New -Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Maryland, 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr. 

Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Lloyd , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Monroe , 
Mr.  Williamson ^ 
Mr.  Spaighty 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

After  farther  debate  on  the  report,  an  adjournment  was  called  for 
and  agreed  to. 


Thursday,  January  22,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

The  committee,  confilfing  of  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Howell, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  captain  Pafchke,  report, 

“  That  it  appears,  that  captain  Pafchke,  ferved  as  an  officer  in 
count  Pulafki’s  legion,  from  the  14th  March,  1777,  until  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  that  corps,  the  18th  May,  1780  ;  that  on  the  16th  May, 
1780,  Congrefs  refolved,  “  that  the  fum  of  3000  dollars  currency  of 
thefe  hates,  and  a  bill  of  exchange  for  250  dollars  fpecie,  be  paid  to 
captain  Pafchke,  late  of  count  Pulaiki’s  legion,  (which  being  diffolved, 
Congrefs  have  no  means  of  employing  captain  Pafchke,  though  a 
deferving  officer)  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe.”  That  not 
choofing  to  crofs  the  Atlantic  during  the  war,  he  held  appointments 
in  the  quarter-matters’  department,  in  the  fouthern  army,  until  its 
diflolution  the  13th  July,  1783  :  And  that  he  has  produced  ample 
tettimonials  of  his  bravery,  integrity,  capacity  and  induftry  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  :  but  as  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  is 
ratified,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  army  difcharged,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  has  rettgned  his  commiffion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the 
promotion  requefted  by  captain  Pafchke. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Ofgood  and 
Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  29th  Odober,  1783, 
from  major-general  du  Portail,  requefting  fome  immediate  payment 
for  himfelf,  and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  late  corps  of  engineers; 
alfo  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Armand  of  the  15th  inft.  as  well 
in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  other  officers  belonging  to  the  legionary 
corps  late  under  his  command,  as  of  the  faid  corps  of  engineers,  report, 
lhat  the  foreign  officers  lately  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
who  were  not  attached  to  the  line  of  any  particular  ftate,  complain 
of  great  and  fingular  hardlhips  under  which  they  have  labored  during 
the  late  war.  The  pay  which  they  received  for  a  conliderable  time 
in  depreciated  money,  was  very  unequal  to  their  adual  expenfes,  nor 
could  they  be  profited  by  the  recommendations  of  Congrefs  on  the 
fubjedl  of  depreciation,  which  afforded  immediate  relief  to  the  reft  of 
the  army,  becaufe  there  was  no  ftate  to  which  they  could  look  for  the 
balance  of  thei>r  pay,  hence  it  followed,  that  fome  of  them  have  de» 
Vol.  IX.  E 
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pended  in  a  great  meafure  for  their  fupport,  on  remittances  from  their 
friends  in  France,  while  others  lei's  fortunate,  have  contracted  con- 
fiderabte  debts  in  America.  That  in  their  prefent  fituation,  they 
neither  have  the  means  of  fubFFing  in  America,  nor  of  returning  to 
their  native  country,  unlefs  fome  part  of  the  money  due  them  by^the 
public  Fiall  be  paid.”  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  paying 
to  the  foreign  officers  ol  the  late  corps  of  engineers,  and  to  the  foreign 
officers  lately  belonging  to  the  legionary  corps,  commanded  by  briga- 
dier-generai  Artnand,  all'o  to  major  Seconde,  captain  Beaulieu,  late  of 
general  Pulafki’s  corps,  and  to  captain  Ponthiere,  late  aid  to  the  baron 
Steuben,  fuch  fums  on  account  of  their  pay  as  may  be  necefiary  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  from  their  prefent  embarralTments,  and  enable  thofe  in  Ame¬ 
rica  to  return  to  their  native  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williapifon, 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  commilfary  of  military-flores  be^ directed  not  to 
difpofe  of  any  fuch  Fores  without  the  exprefs  order  of  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  chaplain,  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

1  he  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Jones  was  elected,  having  been  nominated 
by  Mr.  Lee. 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat. 

- — - 

Fill  DAT,  January  23,  1784. 

Congrefe  aflembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachuletts,  Rhode-Idand,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South- 
Carolina  ;  and  from  the  Fate  of  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  and  from 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Zebulon  But¬ 
ler,  and  others,  claiming  under  the  Fate  of  Connedicut,  private  right 
of  foil  within  the  territory  weFward  of  the  Delaware,  formerly  in  con- 
troverfy  between  the  Paid  Fate,  and  that  of  Pennfylvania,  and  lately 
determined  by  a  court  conFituted  and  appointed  agreeably  to  the  ninth 
of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  be  within  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  Fate  of  Pennfylvania,  complaining  that  they  are  dif- 
turbed  in  their  right,  by  others,  claiming  under  the  laid  Fate  of  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  and  praying  that  a  court  may  be  in  (United  under  the  ninth 
article  of  the  confederation,  for  determining  the  laid  right. 

Resolved ,  That  a  court  be  inFituted  according  to  the  faid  ninth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  confederation,  for  determining  the  private  right  of  foil 
within  the  faid  territory,  fo  far  as  the  fame  is  by  the  faid  article,  fub- 
mitted  to  the  determination  of  fuch  a  court. 

That  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next,  be  affigned  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  parties,  by  their  lawful  agents,  before  Congrefs,  or  the 
committee  of  the  Fates,  wherefoever  they  Dial  1  be  then  fitting. 

That  notice  of  the  alignment  of  the  faid  day,  be  given  to  the  par¬ 
ties  in  the  following  form  : 

To  the  claimants  of  the  private  right  of  foil  within  the  territory 
weFward  of  the  Delaware,  heretofore  in  controverfy  between  the  Fates 
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of  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania,  and  adjudged  by  the  fentence  of  a 
court,  condituted  and  appointed  agreeably  to  the  ninth  of  the  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  be  within  the  jurildiCtion  of 
the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  it  is  hereby  made  known, 

That  fundry  individuals  claiming  private  right  of  foil,  under  the 
date  of  Connecticut,  within  the  faid  territory,  have  made  application 
to  Congrefs,  dating,  that  they  have  been  didurbed  in  their  faid  right 
of  foil,  by  others,  claiming  under  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  pray¬ 
ing  for  the  inditution  of  a  court  for  determining  the  faid  private  right 
of  foil,  in  purfuance  of  the  ninth  article  of  confederation:  And 
that  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next,  is  affigned  for  the  appearance 
of  the  parties,  by  the  lawful  agents,  before  Congrefs,  or  a  committee 
of  the  dates,  wherefoever  they  (hall  be  then  fitting,  to  proceed  in  the 
premifes  as  by  the  confederation  is  directed. 

By  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary . 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  notice  be  tranfmitted  by  the  fecretary,  to 
the  executives  of  the  dates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania,  with  a 
requed  that  they  take  proper  meafures  for  having  the  fame  ferved  on 
the  parties  intereded  under  their  dates  refpeCtively, 

- — — "cass*  ■ 

Monday ,  January  26,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  deliver  to  Jofiah  Hewes,  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  library  company  of  Philadelphia,  two  fets  of  the 
journals  of  Congrefs,  neatly  bound,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  library  com¬ 
pany. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee.,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Tilton  and  Mr.  Monroe,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  of  Jofeph 
Ward,  and  a  petition  of  R.  Protbingham. 

Resolved ,  That  half-pay  cannot  be  allowed  to  any  officer,  or  to 
any  clafs  or  denomination  of  officers,  to  whom  it  has  not  heretofore 
been  exprefsly  promifed. 

Tuesday ,  January  27,  1784. 

Three  dates  only  attending  ;  namely,  Madachufetts,  Connecticut 
and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Mifflin, 
and  from  the  date  of  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read  ;  the  prefident  ad¬ 
journed  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

— - - 

Wednesday,  January  28,  1784. 

Five  dates  only  attending  ;  namely,  Madachufetts,  Rhode-ldand, 
Connecticut,  Pennfylvania  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date 
of  New-Hampfliire,  Mr.  Foder,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  from  Virginia, 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Beresford  ;  the  prefident 
adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday ,  January  29,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent,  Madachufetts,  Rhode-ldand,  Con- 
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lieclicut,  Penn fyl vania,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and 
*'0m  the rftate  "f  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  from  New-Terfey,  Mr. 

Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Soutli-Carolina,  Mr. 
Beresiord.  J 

o,?A/rthe^rPOrt,°f  a  com™ttee,  conMing  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  JefFerfon 
«  lid  Idi.  Ofgood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  20th  Decem- 

er>  ^**3,  J*  Carlton,  fecretary  in  the  war-office. 

Resolved ,  1 hat  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
antioiiaed  and  dire&ed,  to  lfTue  fuch  commiffions  for  promotions  ob¬ 
tained  in  1782,  and  fuch  brevet  commiffions  under  the  ad  of  Con- 
grels  ot  the  80th  September,  1783,  and  other  fubfequent  refolves  as 
iiave  not  been  iffiied  ;  to  iffue  warrants  on  the  pay-mafter  in  favor  of 
officers  who  were  of  the  lines  fouthward  of  Maryland,  for  fuch  rations 
i  e tamed  in  O&ober,  November  and  December,  1782,  as  have  not  yet 
nen  Kittled  for,  and  for  pay  and  fubfiftence  advanced  to  the  army 
lince  the  firft  clay  of  January  laft  ;  to  make  monthly  eftimates  for  the 
government,  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  of  fubfiftence  for  the 
officers  retained  in  lervice. 

Resolved,  That  regular  returns  of  military-ftores  and  of  the  troops 
retained  in  lervice,  be  made  to  the  war-office. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Tilton 
^nd  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Hand, 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  principals  in  the  feveral  departments  of  auar- 
ter-mafter-general,  commiffary  of  military-ftores,  clothier,  and  of  the 
hofprtal  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  to  tranfmit,  as  foon  as  may 
be,  to  the  war-office,  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs,  exad  returns  of  all 
the  (lores  in  their  refpe£ive  departments,  fpecifying  the  quantity  and 

quality  of  each  article,  where  depofited,  in  whofe  care,  and  in  what 
manner  fecured. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Jofeph  Carlton,  fecretary  in  the  war-office,  take 
tlio  1  peed  left  and  moft  elTeiftual  method  of  conveying  the  foregoing  re¬ 
solution  to  which  perfons  as  are  affedfed  thereby,  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Of- 
good  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  were  referred  a*  letter  of  the  25th 
December,  178  3,  from  John  Allan,  and  the  papers  therein  enclofed. 

Resolved ,  I  hat  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  fent  to  the  governor  of 
Maffachufetts,  with  a  recommendation,  that  he  caufe  enquiry  to  be 
made,  whether  the  encroachments  therein  fuggefted,  have  been  atlu- 
a!ly  made  on  the  territories  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  by  the  fub- 
jeeft s  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  from  the  government  of  Nova-Scotia, 
and  if  he  lliall  find  any  fuch  to  have  been  made,  that  he  fend  a  repre¬ 
sentation  thereof  to  the  Britifh  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  with  a  copy1 
of  the  proclamation  ol  the  United  States  of  the  14th  inft.  which  is  to 
be  enclofed  to  the  governor  of  Maffachufetts  for  that  purpofe,  requeft- 
ing  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  as  a  proof  of  that  difpofition  for 
jieace  and  harmony  which  fliould  fubfift  between  neighboring  ftates, 
to  recal  from  off  the  faid  territory,  the  faid  fubjeefs  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  io  found  to  have  encroached  thereon  ;  and  that  the  governor 
of  Maffachufetts  be  requefted  to  inform  Congrefs  of  his  proceedings 
herein,  and  the  refult  thereof. 
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The  report  of  the  committee,  on  a  letter  of  the  6th  of  November, 
from  the  legiflature  of  New-Hamplhire,  touching  the  proceedings  and 
fentence  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on  the  cafe  of  the 
brig  Lufannah,  having  been  called  for,  and  the  fame  being  read,  as  en¬ 
tered  on  the  journal  of  the  21ft  inftant, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hand, 

That  the  con fideration  thereof  be  poftponed  ;  and  on  the  queftion 
for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fofter, 

New-Hampsbire ,  Mr.  Foster ,  no  J>  * 


Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island , 


Connecticut 


Mew-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania 


Delaware , 
Maryland , 


Mr.  Tilton ,  ay  J> 


Mr.  Chase ,  ay 

Mr.  Lloyd ,  ay 

Mr.  Jefferson ,  ay 

Mr.  Lee,  no 

Mr.  Monroe ,  ay 

Mr.  Williamson ,  cry 

Mr.  Spaight ,  rzy 

Mr.  Beresford ,  ay 


Vi  rginia 


North-Car  olina, 


South -Carolina ,  Mr.  Ber 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative 


Friday ,  January  30,  1784 


Congrefs  aftembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode- Ifland,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South- 
Carolina  ;  and  from  the  ftate  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  from 
New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  and  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Olgood,  Mr.  Hardy 
and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  20th  December, 
1783,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  enclofing  two  contracts  made 
between  the  board  of  war  and  Mr.  James  Byers,  and  a  propofition 
made  by  the  faid  James  Byers,  on  compliance  with  which  he  is  wil¬ 
ling  to  relinquifh  his  contradl. 

Resolved ,  That  the  propofal  of  Mr.  James  Byers,  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  20th  December,  1783,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance, 
cannot  be  complied  with. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  propofe  to  Mr.  James 
Byers,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  a  mutual  relinquiffiment  of  right 
and  title  to  fervices  and  lalary,  and  in  cafe  Mr.  Byers  lhall  not  aftent 
to  the  propofition,  that  the  commiffary  of  military-ftores,  give  him 
ilich  directions  as  he  is  obliged  to  conform  to  by  his  contract. 

•On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Wadf- 
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worth  and  Mr.  Gfgood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Calvin 
Partridge,  adminidrator  to  the  edate  of  the  late  colonel  Alden,  and 
guardian  to  the  children  he  left,  praying  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
draw  four  years  pay  now  due  to  the  widow  of  the  deceafed. 

Resolved ,  That  as  Gongrefs,  by  their  aft  of  the  24th  Augud,  1780, 
have  made  provillon  for  the  widows  of  deceafed  officers,  and  in  cafe 
there  be  no  widow,  or  of  her  intermarriage,  for  the  children  of  the 
deceafed  officer,  it  is  inexpedient  at  prefent  to  alter  the  mode  pre- 
fcribed  for  the  payment  of  the  half-pay  therein  promifed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr. 
Partridge  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the 
23d  December,  1783,  from  Daniel  Parker,  dating,  that  a  diip  called, 
u  The  Emprefs  of  China,”  will  lhortly  fail  from  New-York,  for  Can¬ 
ton,  in  China,  under  the  command  of  captain  John  Green,  and  re- 
queding  fea-letters  for  faid  Green. 

Resolved ,  Tha-t  fea-letters  be  granted  for  faid  captain  John  Green, 
in  the  form  following  : 

Mod  ferene,  ferene,  mod  puiffant,  puiffant,  high,  illudrious,  noble, 
honorable,  venerable,  wife  and  prudent  emperors,  kings,  republics, 
princes,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  lords,  burgo-maders,  counfellors,  as  alfo 
judges,  officers,  judiciaries  and  regents  of  all  the  good  cities  and 
places,  whether  eccledadical  or  fecular,  who  fliall  fee  thefe  patents  or 
hear  them  read  : 

We  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  make  known,  that 
John  G  reen,  captain  of  the  fhip  called  the  Emprefs  of  China,  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  the  fliip  which  he 
commands,  belongs  to  citizens  of  the  faid  United  States,  and  as  we 
wifli  to  fee  the  faid  John  Green,  profper  in  his  lawful  affairs,  our 
prayer  is  to  all  the  before-mentioned,  and  to  each  of  them  feparately, 
where  the  faid  John  Green  fliall  arrive  with  his  veffel  and  cargo,  that 
they  may  pleafe  to  receive  him  with  goodnefs,  and  treat  him  in  a  be¬ 
coming  manner,  permitting  him  upon  the  ufual  tolls  and  expenfes  in 
paffing  and  repairing,  to  pafs,  navigate  and  frequent  the  ports,  paffes 
and  territories,  to  the  end,  to  tranfaft  his  budnefs  where  and  in  what 
manner  he  fliall  judge  proper,  whereof  we  fliall  be  willingly  indebted. 

In  tedimony  whereof,  See.  See. 

Monbav,  February  2,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Connecticut,  Penn- 
fyl  vania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Garolina  and  South-Carolina  ; 
and  from  the  date  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofler,  from  Rhode-Ifland, 
Mr.  Ellery,  from  New-Jerley,  Mr.  Beatty,  and  from  Delaware,  Mr. 
Tilton. 

Tvesdat ,  February  3,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled:  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Idand,  Con- 
nefticut,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Foder, 
from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  and  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Chafe,  Mr.  Hand  and  Mr.  Sherman, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  29th  January,  from  J.  Carlton, 
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fecretary  in  the  war-office,  Bating,  that  on  the  final  adjudment  of  his 
accounts,  as  pay* matter  to  the  late  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  there 
remains  a  balance  of  320  dollars  due  from  him  to  the  United  States, 

.  report, 

u  That  they  find  upwards  of  60,000,000  of  dollars  paffed  through 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Carlton  in  his  negotiations,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  lofs  of  320  dollars,  in  the  conrfe  of  bufinefs  of 
fuch  extent,  is  very  incoirliderable,  and  cannot  be  imputed  to  want  of 
fidelity  or  negledt,  but  to  unavoidable  cafualty  Whereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  the  regifter  of  the  treafury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di¬ 
rected  in  the  fettlement  of  the  account  of  the  faid  Jofeph  Carlton,  to 
credit  him  with  320  dollars  for  the  lofs  thus  by  him  fuftained. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conlitting  of  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Hand 
and  Mr.  Tilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th  January, 
from  lieutenant-colonel  Murnan,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  defiring 
leave  to  relign. 

Resolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  lieutenant-colonel  Murnan  be 
accepted. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  due  fenfe  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Murnan’s  abilities  and  fervices  ;  and  that  the  fecretarv  deliver  him  a 
copy  of  this  adt,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifling  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Of- 
good  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 
refpedting  the  papers  belonging  to  the  office  for  foreign  affairs, 

Resolved ,  That  an  under  fecretary  be  appointed  to  take  the  charge 
of  the  papers  belonging  to  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  until  the  fur¬ 
ther  order  of  Congrefs  :  and  that  the  faid  under  fecretary,  make  and 
lay  before  Congrefs,  a  lift  of  the  faid  papers. 

Ordered ,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  the  election  of  the 
faid  under  fecretary. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Howell 
and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  brigadier- 
general  Armand,  in  behalf  of  the  foreign  officers  of  the  corps  of  en¬ 
gineers,  the  legionary  corps,  See. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  take  meafures  as  far  as  may  be  confident  with  the  finances 
of  the  United  States,  for  remitting  annually  to  the  foreign  officers  of 
the  late  corps  of  engineers,  the  legionary  corps  lately  commanded  by 
brigadier-general  Armand,  to  major  Seconde  and  captain  Beaulieu, 
late  of  general  Pulaiki’s  corps,  and  to  captain  Ponthiere,  late  aid-de- 
camp  to  baron  Steuben,  the  intered  of  fuch Turns  as  may  remain  due 
to  them  refpectively,  after  the  payments  which  fhall  have  been  made 
to  them  in  confequence  of  the  resolution  of  the  22d  of  January  lad. 

Wedsesdat ,  February  4,  1784. 

Six  dates  only  attending  ;  viz.  Rhode-Idand,  Connecticut,  Penn- 
fvlvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
date  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Foder,  from  Maffachufetts,  Mr.  Par¬ 
tridge,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton, 
and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe  j  the  preddent  adjourned  Congrefs  till 
ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 
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Thu rs DAT ,  February  5,  1784. 

Six  dates  only  attending;  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Conne&icut,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fetter,  from  Rhode-Ittand,  Mr.  Howell,  from 
N*  w-Jeriey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  South- 
C  irolina,  Mr.  Beresford  ;  the  prelident  adjourned  Congrefs  to  ten 
o’clock  to-morrow. 


Friday ,  February  6,  1784. 

Congrefs  alTembled  :  Prelent,  Malfachufetts,  Connecticut,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Garolina  ; 
and  from  the  ftate  ol  Rhode-Ittand,  Mr.  Ellery,  from  New-Jerfey, 
Mr.  Beatty,  and  Irom  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Reaa  and  Mr.  Hand,  to  whom  was  re-committed  a  report  on  a  letter 
ol  the  22d  January,  from  brigadier-general  Armand,  and  a  letter  from 
the  honorable  the  minitter  of  France. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  committions  of  major  by  brevet,  be  iflued  to 
captain  De  Bert,  Le  Brun  and  M.  G.  Houdin  ;  and  the  committions 
ol  captain  by  brevet,  be  ilfued  to  lieutenant  Verdier,  Fontivieux,  Le 
Roy  and  Marcellin. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Spaight 
and  Mr.  Tilton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  major  F.  L  S. 
de  Brahm. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  a  brevet  committion  of  lieutenant-colonel,  be  iflued 
to  major  de  Brahm,  of  the  late  corps  of  engineers,  and  that  he  be  in¬ 
formed,  that  his  further  fervices  are  difpenfed  with. 

Ordered ,  I  hat  the  order  of  the  day  for  deeding  an  under  fecretary 
to  take  charge  of  the  papers  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  be  pofl- 
poned  to  Tuefday  next. 

Saturday,  February  7,  1784. 

live  dates  only  attending;  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ittand,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Pennlylvania  and  North-Carolina;  and  froth  the  date  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Foder,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  De¬ 
laware,  Mr.  Tilton,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  Virginia, 
Mr.  Lee  ;  the  prelident  adjourned  Congrefs  to  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  February  9,  1784. 

Six  dates  only  attending  ;  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ittand,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Pennlylvania,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina;  and  from  the  date 
of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Foder,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe;  the  prelident 
adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  February  10,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ittand,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Pennlylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Garolina;  and 
from  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Foder,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  William- 
fon,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Gerry,  to  whom  were  referred  a  re- 
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port  on  letters  of  16th  and  30th  December,  from  general  P.  Schuyler, 
and  a  motion  of  Mr.  Read  thereon. 

Resolved ,  That  general  Schuyler  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direded  to 
expedite  the  return  of  the  deputation  from  the  late  hoftile  Indians, 
with  information  to  their  conftituents,  that  due  notice  fhall  be  given 
them  of  the  time  and  place  where  Gongrefs  will  hold  a  meeting,  for 
fettling  a  general  treaty  with  the  Indian  nations,  which  meeting  they 
may  reft  latisfied  will  be  held  as  foon  as  the  feafon  and  other  neceffary 
circum fiances  will  permit.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Indian  tribes  may  be 
allured  of  the  protedion  of  the  United  States,  fo  long  as  they  conti¬ 
nue  in  the  peaceable  difpofttion  which  they  now  inanifeft,  and  which 
is  highly  pleaftng  to  Gongrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  election  of  an  under  fecretary,  to  take  charge 
of  the  papers  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  be  poftponed  till  to-mor¬ 
row. 

Wednesdat ,  February  11,  1784. 

Gongrefs  affembled:  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

Ordered ,  That  the  election  of  an  under  fecretary,  to  take  charge  of 
the  papers  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  be  farther  poftponed  till  to¬ 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,' feconaed  by  Mr.  Lee, 

Ordered ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  eleding  a  deputy  fecre¬ 
tary. 

The  committee,  conftfting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr. 
Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  of  France 
dated  the  30th  January,  informing,  that  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty’ 
from  a  defire  to  favour  the  progrefs  of  commerce  between  his  realm 
and  thefe  United  States,  has  nominated  four  confuls  and  five  vice- 
confuls,  to  refide  in  the  towns  of  the  continent  where  he  has  judged 
their  prefence  to  be  neceffary  ;  and  that  he  has  appointed  Mr.  de  Mar- 
bois  conful-general  for  the  thirteen  United  States,  report,  that  they 
have  confered  with  Mr.  de  Marbois,  who  produced  to  them  four  com- 
millions  for  the  faid  coniuls,  and  five  brevets  for  the  vice-confuls  • 
whereby  it  appears,  that  the  fieur  de  Marbois,  is  appointed  conful-gel 
neral  of  France  for  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America  ;  the  fieur 
de  1’Etombe,  conful  of  France  for  the  ftates  of  New-Hampfhire  Maf- 
fachufetts  and  Rhodc-Iftand  ;  the  fieur  de  St.  Jean  de  Crevecceur,  con- 
lul  of  France  for  the  ftates  of  Connecticut,  New-York  and  New-Ter- 
fey  ;  the  faid  fieur  de  Marbois  conful  of  France  for  the  ftates  of  Penn- 
fylvania  and  Delaware,  and  the  chevalier  Dannemours  conful  of  France 
ior  Maryland  and  Virginia:  alfo  that  the  fieur  Tofcan,  is  appointed 
vice-conful  at  Portfmouth,  in  New-Hampfhire  ;  the  fieur  de  Marbois 
vice-conful  at  Rhode-Ifland  ;  the  fieur  Ofter  vice-conful  at  Richmond 
in  Virginia  ;  the  fieur  Petry  vice-conful  at  Wilmington,  in  North- 

Carohna,  and  the  fieur  de  la  Foret  vice-conful  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 
Whereupon,  ° 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiffions  and  brevets  of  the  faid  officers  be 
regiftered  in  the  fecretary’s  office  ;  and  that  thereupon  ads  of  recoe> 
muon  in  due  form  be  immediately  iffued  to  the  ftates  concerned,  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  may  furnifh  them  refpedively  with  their  exequatur  or 
,  Vol.  IX.  jr  1 
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notification  of  their  quality,  that  the  fame  may  be  made  known  and 
publilhed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
li  am  fon  and  Mr.  Partridge,  to  whom  were  referred  petitions  of  cap¬ 
tains  Goffelin,  Olivie  and  Leibert,  Canadian  officers,  lately  in  the  re¬ 
giment  commanded  by  brigadier-general  Hazen,  requeuing  that  they 
may  be  furnifhed  with  money  in  payment  for  fundry  articles  with 
which  they  fupplied  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Canadian  officers  be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of 
the  adt  of  Augufl:  9,  17  83  ;  and  that  the  commiffioner  therein  refer¬ 
red  to,  be  required  to  give  difpatch  to  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts 
of  thofe  officers. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  20th  January  lad,  from 
J.  Pierce,  pay-mader-general,  refpedting  claims  which  have  been  made 
by  certain  officers  to  half-pay  and  the  commutation  for  half-pay,  report, 

u  That  by  a  refolve  of  November  24th,  1778,  it  was  provided,  that 
all  deranged  officers  fhould  be  entitled  to  one  year’s  pay  ;  and  it  was 
further  provided,  that  officers  who  had  been  prifoners  with  the  enemy, 
and  then  were,  or  thereafter  might  be  exchanged,  fhould,  if  appointed 
by  the  authority  of  the  date,  be  entitled  to  return  into  the  fervice  in 
the  fame  rank  they  would  have  had  if  they  had  not  been  captured,  un¬ 
der  certain  redriAions,  and  that  they  diould  receive  half-pay  till  the 
time  of  their  entering  again  into  the  fervice,  under  this  adt,  certain 
officers  claim  half-pay  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  the  commutation  for 
half-pay  from  that  period  during  life.  On  which  the  committee  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  half-pay  fird  mentioned,  was  promifed  as  a  temporary 
fupport  to  fuch  officers  as  fhould  be  re-appointed  by  their  relpedlive 
dates,  and  to  none  befides  ;  and  that  all  other  continental  officers  who 
have  been  prifoners  witli  the  enemy,  and  deranged,  are  entitled  to  one 
year’s  pay,  and  nothing  befides.  That  fuch  was  the  intention  of  Con- 
grefs,  is  explained  by  the  lubfequent  adls  of  May  22d,  1779,  and  May 
26th,  1781.  There  is  no  a under  which  thofe  officers  can  claim  the 
commutation  for  half-pay.  It  is  provided  by  a  refolve  of  the  2  8th  June, 
1782,  “  that  there  fhall  be  fuch  additional  pay  and  emoluments  to 
the  pay  of  captains  and  fubalterns  ferving  as  aids-de-camp  to  major 
and  brigadier-generals,  and  to  brigade-majors,  as  fhall  make  their 
pay  and  emoluments  equal  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major  in 
the  line  of  the  army/’  Under  this  refolution,  certain  aides  and.  bri¬ 
gade-majors,  who  are  captains  or  fubalterns  in  the  line,  claim  commu¬ 
tation  equal  to  that  of  a  major  in  the  line.  This  claim  appears  for 
fundry  reafons  to  be  ill  founded.  The  offices  which  thofe  gentlemen 
held  out  of  the  line,  were  temporary,  and  the  additional  pay  and  emolu¬ 
ments  were  certainly  promifed  to  them  while  they  continued  to  ferve 
in  thofe  offices,  and  no  longer.  If  they  are  fuppofed  to  found  their 
claim  to  the  commutation  of  a  major,  under  the  head  of  additional 
emoluments,  their  claim  muff  be  ill  founded  :  for  it  is  clear  from  the 
terms  of  the  refolution,  that  pay  and  emoluments  do  not  fignify  the 
fame  thing,  but  the  commutation  is  the  fubftitute  for  pay  alone  or  half¬ 
pay,  and  not  for  rations  nor  any  other  emolument.  On  the  whole,  the 
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committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pay-maher-general  in  fettling  the 
accounts  of  the  army,  in  all  claims  which  may  be  brought  for. half-pay 
or  commutation,  lhould  be  determined  by  the  ad  of  the  26th  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1 784.” 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Ordered ,  That  attefted  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  of 
the  111  of  November  lah,  for  procuring  a  full  reprefentation  in  Con¬ 
grefs,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  fupreme  executives  of  the  re- 
fpedive  hates. 

Thursday ,  February  12,  1784. 

Five  hates  only  attending  ;  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con¬ 
nedicut,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  hate  of 
Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Mifflin,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  from  Maryland, 
Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Monroe  ;  the  prefident  adjourn¬ 
ed  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

w  V 

Friday  February  13,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con¬ 
nedicut,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ; 
and  from  the  hate  of  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr. 
Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

Mon  DAT ,  February  16,  1784. 

Five  hates  only  attending  ;  viz.  Maffachufetts*,  Rhode-Ihand,  Con¬ 
nedicut,  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia  ;  and  from  the  hate  of  Ne-Hamp- 
fhire,  Mr.  Foher,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr. 
Tilton,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  from  North-Carolina,  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Beresford  ;  the  prefident  ad¬ 
journed  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- — mgm  $&*&**" - 

Tuesday ,  February  17,  1784. 

Six  hates  only  attending  ;  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland, 
Connedicut,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from 
the  hate  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Foher,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty, 
from  Delaware,  Mr,.  Tilton,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Williamfon  ;  the  prefident  adjourned  Congrefs 
till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday ,  February  18,  1784. 

Six  hates  only  attending  ;  namely,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland, 
Connedicut,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from 
the  hate  of  New-PIampfhire,  Mr.  Foher,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe, 
and  from  North-Carolina,  Mr.  Williamfon  ;  the  prefident  adjourned 
Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morVow. 

Thursday ,  February  19,  1784. 

Six  hates  only  attending  ;  viz.  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con- 
nedicut,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the 
hate  of  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  from 
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Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  North-Carolina,  Mr.  Williamfon  ;  the 
prelident  adjouined  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow* 

- — «CESS»  <g£>  - - 

Friday ,  February  20,  1784. 

The  fame  hates  only  and  the  lame  members  attending  as  yeherday  ; 
the  prelident  adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  February  21,  1784. 

Only  the  lame  hates  and  lame  members  attending'  as  yeherday  ;  the 
prelident  adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  on  Monday. 

Monday ,  February  23,  1784. 
y  t tended  ;  namely,  Malfachufetts,  Rhode-Ihand,  Con¬ 
necticut,  Pennlyl vania,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina;  and  from  the 
hate  of  New-Hampihire,  Mr.  Foher,  from  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Beatty, 
from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Abiel  Foher  delivered  in  credentials  of  his  appointment,  cer¬ 
tifying,  that  on  the  26th  of  December  lah,  he  was  appointed  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  rep  re  lent  the  hate  of  Ne  w-Hamplhire  in  Congrefs,  until  the 
firh  Monday  in  November  next. 

The  prelident  adjourned  Congrefs  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  24,  1784. 

Congrefs  alfembled  :  Prefent,  Malfachufetts,  Rhode-Ihand,  Con-^ 
nedicut,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ; 
and  from  the  hate  of  Ncw-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Foher,  from  New-Jer¬ 
fey,  Mr.  Beatty,  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland. 
Mr.  Chafe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  inhrudtion  of  the  22d  January  lah,  to  the  fuper- 
intendant  of  finance,  in  favor  of  certain  foreign  officers,  be  confidered 
by  him  as  extending,  and  it  is  hereby  extended  to  major  Anthony  Se¬ 
lin,  late  of  general  Flazen’s  regiment. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conlihing  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman 
and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  3  lh  January,  from  the 
governor  of  the  hate  of  New-York, 

Resolved ,  That  the  prelident  inform  the  governor  of  the  hate  of 
New-York,  in  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  3  1  h  January,  1784,  that  nine 
hates  not  having  been  reprefented,  but  for  a  few  days  lince  the  ad¬ 
journment  of  Congrefs  to  this  place,  the  arrangement  of  garrifons  for 
the  wehern  and  northern  pohs  has  not  been  entered  upon,  nor  can  it 
be  confidered  till  the  hates  become  more  attentive  to  keeping  up  a  full 
reprefentation  in  Congrefs. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  to  elect  an  under  fecretary 
in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  and  a  deputy  fecretary,  Congrefs  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  an  election,  but  not  coming  to  a  choice, 

Ordered,  That  the  order  for  electing  an  under  fecretary  and  a  de¬ 
puty  fecretary,  be  pohponed. 

Wednesday,  February  25,  1784. 

Mr,  Samuel  Dick,  a  delegate  for  New-Jerfey,  attended. 
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Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofter, 
from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

The  order  for  electing  an  under  fecretary  in  the  office  for  foreign 
affairs,  and  a  deputy  fecretary,  was  taken  up,  but  Congrefs  not  coming 
to  a  choice, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved ,  That  the  order  for  electing  an  under  fecretary  in  the  of¬ 
fice  for  foreign  affairs,  and  a  deputy  fecretary,  be  poftponed  till  Tuef- 
dav  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved ,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  electing  a  fecretary  for 
foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  advan¬ 
cing  to  captain  Goffelin,  captain  Olivie  and  captain  Leibert,  Canadian 
officers,  feverally  100  dollars  on  account  of  pay. 

-  ■■in  mII. 

Thursday ,  February  26,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Illand,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South- 
Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  New-Hamplhire,  Mr.  Fofter,  from 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  (landing  committee  of  qualifications  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  commiffions  or  credentials  of  the  members  that  are  or 
may  be  in  Congrefs  till  the  firft  Monday  of  November  next,  and  to 
report  thereon,  from  time  to  time,  to  Congrefs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fofter,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beatty, 

Resolved ,  That  the  refolution  of  yefterday,  directing  the  fuperinten¬ 
dant  of  finance  to  take  order  for  advancing  to  feveral  Canadian  officers, 
100  dollars  each,  on  account  of  pay,  be,  and  it  hereby  is  extended  to 
lieutenant  Germaine  Dreme  of  the  fame  corps. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Wadfworth,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Howell, 
Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  (late  of  Rhode-Illand  and 
Providence  Plantations,  to  make  good  the  depreciation  of  the  monthly 
pay  of  Samuel  Sanford,  late  an  enfign  in  colonel  Mofes  Hazen’s  re¬ 
giment,  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  April  20,  1781. 

- -BSSIES*  «£5a»>- - 

Friday ,  February  27,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Illand,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
South-Carolina;  and  from  the  date  of  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Fofter, 
from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ofgood, 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  are  well  inform¬ 
ed,  and  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  great  bravery,  intelligence,  zeal 
and  a&ivity  manifefted  during  the  courfe  of  the  late  war  with  Great- 
Britain,  by  brigadier-general  Armand,  marquis  de  Rouerie,  in  the  fer- 
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vice  of  the  United  States  :  And  whereas  it  alfo  appears  by  a  letter 
from  the  late  commander  in  chief,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  15th  Decern- 
ber,  1783,  addrelYed  to  the  laid  general  Armand,  that,  fuperadded  to 
general  merit  for  good  conduct,  vigilance  and  bravery,  general  Ar- 
rnand  has,  in  a  variety  of  inftances,  particularly  fignalized  himfelf  as 
an  excellent  officer  and  great  partizan,  and  frequently  rendered  the 
United  States  very  valuable  fervices. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  a  letter  to  general  Armand, 
marquis  de  la  Rouerie,  expreffive  of  the  high  fenfe  Congrefs  are  im¬ 
pelled  with,  of  the  fervices  he  has  rendered  the  United  States,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  late  war  with  Great-Britain,  and  of  the  entire  approba¬ 
tion  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  entertain  of  his  bravery, 
activity  and  zeal,  fo  often  evidenced  in  the  caufe  of  America. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  but  not  agreeing  in  the  choice, 

Resolved,  That  the  order  for  electing  a  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
be  poflooned  till  Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  in 
the  words  following  : 

Whereas  on  the  4th  day  of  June  lafl,  Congrefs  refalved,  “  That 
the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  be  dire&ed  to  receive  the  papers  of  the 
office  for  foreign  affairs  into  his  care,  till  a  fucceffor  to  Mr.  Living- 
iton  be  appointed  ;  and  that  the  next  Wednefday  (which  then  enfued) 
be  affigned  for  the  election  of  a  fecretary  of  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  And  whereas  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  has,  in  confequence 
of  the  faid  relolve,  received  cafes  without  examining  their  contents, 
iuppofed  to  contain  the  faid  papers,  and  alfo  the  books  of  the  office  of 
foreign  affairs,  and  informs  Congrefs  that  he  has  kept  the  faid  cafes 
locked  and  fealed  to  the  prelent  period.  And  whereas  Congrefs  have 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  unite  in  the  election  of  a  principal  or  a  de¬ 
puty  for  the  faid  department,  and  it  cannot  be  conceived,  neither 
does  the  refolution  import,  that  the  members  of  this  houfe,  who  have 
a  conflitutional  right  to  a  free  accefs  to  all  the  books  and  files  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  fhould,  under  fuch  circumftances,  or  under  any  pretence  wffiat- 
ever,  be  deprived  of  the  perufal  of  thole  important  documents  ;  it  is 
therefore  Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  be  directed  forth¬ 
with  to  caufe  a  lift  to  be  taken  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office 
of  foreign  affairs,  received  by  him,  purfuant  to  a  relolve  of  the  4th  of 
June  lalt,  and  that  any  member  of  Congrefs  ffiall  have  accefs  to  the 
fame,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  preferibed  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jefferlon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 
(trike  out  the  words,  “  and  whereas  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  &c. 
down  to  u  period, ”  inclufive,  and  on  the  queftion,  ffiall  thole  words 
(land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


die  w  -  II a  mp  shire, 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island , 


Mr.  Foster , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Osgood , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell } 
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Connecticut  y 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaighty 

South-Car  olina. 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

A 


ay 

ay 


ay 
ay 
ay 

oy 

Cl^  j*  divided • 
no  3 

qp  * 

no ^ 

Tia  1 


0- 

72a  J 

72a 
?2  a 
no 


J>7ia 


divided . 


?2  a 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
to  ftrike  out  the  words,  u  neither  does  the  refolution  import and  the 
queftion  being  put,  fhall  thofe  words  ftand  ?  Palled  in  the  negative,  and 
the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Tilton, 
that  the  further  confideration  of  the  motion  be  poftponed  till  Tuefday 
next. 

Mr.  Howell  defiring  that  the  motion  be  divided,  and  a  queftion  ta-. 
ken  on  the  firft  part,  as  far  as  u  poftponed,”  inclufive.  On  the  quef¬ 
tion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  that  the  further  confideration  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  be  poftponed,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


Ne  to-  Ha  mps  hire , 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Os good , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Tilton, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Ready 


no  ^  * 
no  1 
no  > 

72a  J 
no 
72  a 
no 


no 


no 


no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay  >- 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 


no 


no 


divided . 


> 

>72<? 

j 


Mr.  Beresfordy 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  that  the  farther  confideration  of  the  mo- 
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tion  be  poflponed  till  1  uelday  next,  the  yeas  and  nays  being1  required 
by  Mr.  Read,  ®  ^ 


Ne  w -  Ha  mpshircy 
Massacbusettsy 


Rbode-Islandy 

Connecticuty 

i 

New-Jers  eyy 

Pennsylvanidy 

Delawarey 

Virginia, 


North-Car  olina , 
Soutb-Carolinay 


Mr.  Foster y 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

M  r .  /ffo  ;z  mery, 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Jeffers  oily 
Mr.  Hardy y 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaigbty 
Mr.  Read, 


no 


n» 


no 


no 


divided . 


ay 


ay 


Mr.  Beresfordy  gt 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New- Ha  mpsb  /re, 

Mr. 

Fostery 

Massachusettsy 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

Mr. 

Partridgey 

Rbode-Islandy 

Mr. 

Osgood, 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

Mr. 

Howell, 

Connecticuty 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

Mr. 

Wadsworth, 

New- Jersey , 

Mr. 

Beatty , 

Mr. 

Dick, 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr. 

Mifflin , 

I 

Mr. 

Montgomery , 

Delaware , 

Mr. 

Tilton , 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Jefferson, 

Mr. 

Hardy , 

Mr. 

Lee , 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Spaigbty 

Soutb-Carolinay 

Mr. 

Read, 

Mr. 

Beresfordy 

he  queftion  was  loft. 

Mon  da 

r,  March  1,  1784. 

Jonathan  Blanchard, 

a  delegate  for  the 

divided . 
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fliire,  attended,  and  produced  credentials,  by  which  it  appears,  that  on 
the  26th  of  December  lad,  he  was  duly  appointed  to  reprefent  that 
date  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  until  the  did  Monday  ill 
November  next. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South- Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  Delaware, 
Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter,  of  3  Id  January,  from  J.  Bartlett,  prefident  P.  T.  date  of 
New-Hampfhire,  was  read,  and  alio  an  encloled  copy  of  an  act  paffed 
by  the  faid  date,  January  id  and  2d,  1784,  entitled,  “an  adt  for 
granting  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  certain  impods 
and  duties  upon  foreign  goods  imported  into  this  date,  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  the  principal  and  intered  of  the  debt  contracted  in 
the  profecution  of  the  late  war  with  Great-Britain.” 

A  petition  of  col.  George  Morgan,  being  read  in  the  words  following : 

To  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled . 

The  petition  of  col.  George  Morgan,  agent  for  the  date  of  New- 
Jerfey,  refpectfully  fheweth  ;  that  a  controverfy  now  fubfids  between 
the  faid  date,  and  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  refpedling  a  tract 
of  land  called  Indiana,  lying  on  the  river  Ohio,  and  being  within  the 
United  States.  That  your  petitioner  and  others,  owners  of  the  faid 
tract  of  land,  labour  under  grievances  from  the  faid  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  whofe  legidature  have  fet  up  pretentions  thereto  :  that  in 
conlequence  of  indructions  from  the  legidature  of  New-Jerfey,  to 
their  delegates  in  Congrefs,  anno  1781,  and  the  petitions  of  Indiana 
proprietors,  annis  1779,  1780  and  1781,  a  hearing  was  obtained  be¬ 
fore  a  very  refpectable  committee  of  Congrefs,  who,  after  a  full  and 
patient  invedigation  of  the  matter,  did  unanimoudy  report,  as  will 
appear  on  reference  to  their  printed  journals,  for  May,  1782,  page 
364,  “  that  the  purchafe  of  the  Indiana  company,  was  made  bona  fide 
tor  a  valuable  confideration,  according  to  the  then  ufage  and  cudom  of 
purchafing  lands  from  the  Indians,  with  the  knowledge,  confent  and 
approbation  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  then  governments 
of  New-York  and  Virginia.”  That  notwithdanding  this  report,  the 
date  of  Virginia,  dill  continues  to  claim  the  lands  in  quedion,  to  the 
great  injury  of  your  petitioner  and  others.  That  your  petitioner  in 
behalf  of  himfelf  and  the  other  proprietors  of  the  faid  tradd  of  land, 
applied  to  the  faid  date  oi  New-Jerfey,  of  which  fome  of  them  are 
citizens,  for  its  protection.  That  the  legidature  of  the  faid  date, 
thereupon  nominated  and  appointed  your  petitioner,  the  lawful  agent 
of  the  laid  date,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  prepairing  and  prefentino- 
to  Congrefs,  a  memorial  or  petition  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  faid 
date,  reprefenting  the  matter  of  the  complaint  aforefaid,  to  pray  for 
a  hearing,  and  to  profecute  the  faid  hearing,  to  iffue  in  the  mode  point¬ 
ed  out  by  the  articles  of  confederation.  That  the  faid  legidature 
ordered  that  a  commiflion  fhould  be  iffued  by  the  executive  authority 
of  the  laid  date,  to  your  petitioner  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid.  That 
a  commiflion  was  accordingly  iffued  to  your  petitioner,  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  authority  ol  the  faid  date,  a  copy  whereof  accompanies  this  peti¬ 
tion.  That  your  petitioner  doth  mod  exprefsly  deny  that  the  date  of 
Vol.  IX.  G 
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Virginia,  hath  any  juft  or  lawful  claim  to  the  lands  in  queftion,  and 
coth  declai  e  them  to  be  the  property  of  your  petitioner,  and  others  as 
above-mentioned.  Wherefore  your  petitioner  as  lawful  agent  of  the 
faid  date  of  New-Jei  fey,  prays  lor  a  hearing  in  the  premifes,  agreeably 
to  tne  ninth  aiticlc  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
United  States  of  America.  Annapolis,  February  26th,  1784.  (Signed) 
George  Morgan,  agent  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mir.  Reatty,  feconded  by  IVfr.  Montgomery} 
diat  the  fa  id  petition  be  committed  i  And  on  the  queftion  for  com¬ 
mitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


New- Ha  mpsbi  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no  \ 

l 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

no 

>  no 

Massachusetts , 

°y 

/ 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Mr.  Osgood , 

ay 
no  __ 

Vqy 

Mr.  Ellery , 

;  ay 

Mr.  Howell , 

qy  < 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

qy  < 

-  divide d„ 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

720  < 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

fly } 

■  qy 

Mr.  Dick , 

ay  l 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

qy  < 

'  qy 

Delaware , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

ay  % 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Chase , 

ayi* 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

no" 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Monroe , 

no 

no 

►  720 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no  \ 

Mr.  Spaigbt , 

no  [ 

►  72(7 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read , 

no  \ 

*  divided. 

j 

le  queftion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Beresford , 

ay] 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
1  hat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confider  and  prepare  an  anfwer 
to  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  to  the  application  which  has  been  made  by 
colonel  George  Morgan,  in  behalf  of  that  ftate,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  court,  under  the  9th  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  claim  of  certain  citizens  of  New-Jerfey,  to  a  trad  of  land 
claimed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  be  within  its  jurifdi&ion. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


New- Ha  mpsb  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

°y 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Mr.  Osgood , 

no 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell } 

no 

ay 
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Connecticut , 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware, 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina , 
South-Carolina , 


Mr,  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


^  divided • 
1”° 


no 

no 

no 


^  S  divided . 
no  3 

no  * 

no‘~'| 

no  [ 

J>no 


no 


I 


noj 

Ay 


ay 

aj 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 
Whereas  the  general  afiembly  of  Virginia  at  their  feftion,  commen¬ 
cing  on  the  20th  day  of  Odober,  1783,  pafied  an  ad  to  authorize  their 
delegates  in  Congrefs,  to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
fembled,  all  the  right  of  that  commonwealth,  to  the  territory  north- 
weftward  of  the  river  Ohio  :  And  whereas  the  delegates  of  the  faid 
commonwealth,  have  prefented  to  Congrefs  the  form  of  a  deed  propo- 
fed  to  be  executed  purfuant  to  the  faid  act,  in  the  words  following  : 

TO  ALL  who  fhall  fee  thefe  prefents,  we  Thomas  Jefterfon,  Samuel 
Hardy,  Arthur  Lee  and  James  Monroe,  the  underwritten  delegates 
for  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  fend  greeting  : 

WHEREAS  the  general  affembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  at  their  feflions  begun  on  the  20th  day  of  Odober,  1783,  pafied 
an  ad  entitled,  a  an  ad  to  authorize  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in 
Congrefs,  to  convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  all 
the  right  of  this  commonwealth,  to  the  territory  north-weftward  of 
the  river  Ohio,”  in  thefe  words  following,  to  wit  : 

“  Whereas  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  did,  by  their  ad  of 
the  fixth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1780,  recommend  to  the 
feveral  ftates  in  the  union,  having  claims  to  wafte  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  weftern  country,  a  liberal'cedion  to  the  United  States,  of 
a  portion  of  their  refpedive  claims,  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  uni¬ 
on  :  and  whereas  this  commonwealth  did,  on  the  2d  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  1781,  yield  to  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  faid  ftates,  all  right,  title  and  claim  which  the  faid  com¬ 
monwealth  had  to  the  territory  north-weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  fubjed 
to  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  faid  ad  of  ceftion.  And  whereas  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  have,  by  their  ad  of  the  13th  of 
September  laft,  ftipulated  the  terms  on  which  they  agree  to  accept  the 
celTion  of  this  ftate,  fhould  the  legiflature  approve  thereof,  which 
terms,  although  they  do  not  come  fully  up  to  the  propofitions  of  this 
commonwealth,  are  conceived  in  the  whole,  to  approach  fo  nearly  to 
them,  as  to  induce  this  ftate  to  accept  thereof,  in  full  confidence,  that 
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Congrefs  will  in  juftice  to  this  Rate,  for  the  liberal  ceffion  (he  hath 
made,  earneftly  prefs  upon  the  other  Rates  claiming  laro-e  trafts  of 
waRe  and  uncultivated  territory,  the  propriety  of  making  ceffions 
equally  liberal,  tor  the  common  benefit  and  fupport  of  the  union.  B~ 
it  enacted  by  the  general  affembly,  that  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  delegates  of  tins  date,  to  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  or 
filch  ot  them  as  fliall  be  affembled  in  Congrefs,  and  the  faid  delegates, 
or  Inch  of  them  fo  affembled,  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empow¬ 
ered,  for  and  on  behalf  ot  this  date,  by  proper  deeds  or  indrument  in 
writing,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  to  convey,  transfer,  affign  and 
make  over  unto  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  for  t°he  be- 
t^ie  ^ates>  rig'lit,  title  and  claim,  as  well  of  foil  as  ju- 
rildidion,  which  this  commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory  or  tract  of 
country  within  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter,  fituate,  lying  and 
being  to  the  north-wed  of  the.  river  Ohio,  fubjed  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  contained  in  the  before  recited  ad  of  Congrefs,  of  the  13th 
day  of  September  lad  ;  that  is  to  fay,  upon  condition  that  the  territory 
fo  ceded,  fliall  be  laid  out  and  formed  into  dates,  containing  a  fuitable 
extent  of  territory,  not  lefs  than  100,  nor  mo-e  than  150  miles  fquare, 
or  as  near  thereto  as  circumdances  will  admit  :  and  that  the  dates  fo 
burned,  diall  be  didincl  republican  dates,  and  admitted  members  of  the 
federal  union  ;  having  the  fame  rights  of  fovereignty,  freedom  and 
independence,  as  the  other  dates.  I  hat  the  neceffary  and  reafonable 
expenfes  incurred  by  this  date,  in  fubduing  any  Britifh  pods,  or  in 
maintainig  forts  or  garrifons  within,  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  ac¬ 
quiring  any  part  of  the  territory  fo  ceded  or  relinquiflied,  (hall  be  fully 
re i mb ur fed  by  the  United  States  :  arid  that  one  commiffioner  diall  be 
appointed  by  Congrefs,  one  by  this  commonwealth,  and  another  by 
thofe  two  commiffioners,  who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  diall  be  authori¬ 
zed  and  empowered  to  adjud  and  liquidate  the  account  of  the  neceffary 
and  reafonable  expenfes  incurred  by  this  date,  which  they  fliall  judge 
to  be  comprized  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ad  of  Congrefs 
of  the  10th  of  Odober,  1780,  refpeding  fuch  expenfes.  That  the 
French  and  Canadian  inhabitants,  and  other  fettlers  of  the  Kafkafkies 
St,  Vincents,  and  the  neighbouring  villages  who  have  profeffed  them- 
felves  citizens  of  Virginia,  fliall  have  their  poffeffions  and  titles  con¬ 
firmed  to  them,  and  be  proteded  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 
liberties.  That  a  quantity  not  exceeding  150,000  acres  of  land,  pro- 
mi  fed  by  this  date,  fliall  be  allowed  and  granted  to  the  then  colonel 
now  general  George  Rogers  Clarke,  and  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
his  regiment,  who  marched  with  him  when  the  pods  of  Kafkafkies  and 
St.  Vincents  were  reduced,  and  to  the  officers  and  foldiers,  that  have 
been  fincc  incorporated  into  the  faid  regiment,  to  be  laid  off  in  one 
trad,  the  length  of  which  not  to  exceed  double  the  breadth,  in  fuch 
place  on  the  north-wed  fide  of  the  Ohio,  as  a  majority  of  the  officers 
fliall  choole,  and  to  be  afterwards  divided  among  the  faid  officers  and 
foldiers  in  due  proportion,  according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia.  That  in 
cafe  the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  fouth-ead  fide  of  the  Ohio 
upon  the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  the  Green  river 
and  Tenneffee  river,  which  have  been  referved  by  law  for  the  Virginia 
troops  upon  continental  edablifhment,  fhould,  from  the  North-Carol ina 
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line,  bearing  in  farther  upon  the  Cumberland  lands  than  was  expect¬ 
ed,  prove  infufficient  for  their  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  fliould  be 
made  up  to  the  faid  troops,  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off  between  the 
rivers  Scioto,  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  the  river 
Ohio,  in  fuch  proportions  as  have  been  engaged  to  them  by  the  laws 
of  Virginia.  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  fo  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  and  not  referved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  ot  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  purpofes,  or  dilpoled  ot  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  American  army,  iliall  be  confidered  as  a  common  fund 
for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  fuch  of  the  United  States,  as  have  become  or 
{hall  become  members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  ot  the 
faid  dates,  Virginia  inclufive,  according  to  their  ufual  reipebtive  pro¬ 
portions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  fhall  be  faith  fully 
and  bona  fide  difpofed  of  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  no  other  ufe  or  pur- 
pofe  whatfoever.  Provided  that  the  truft  hereby  repofed  in  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  this  date,  fhall  not  be  executed,  unlefs  three  of  them  at  lead 
are  prefent  in  Congrefs.” 

And  whereas  the  faid  general  affembly,  by  their  refolution  of  June 
6th,  1785,  had  conftituted  and  appointed  us  the  faid  Thomas  Jeffer- 
fon,  Samuel  Hardy,  Arthur  Lee  and  James  Monroe,  delegates  to 
reprefent  the  faid  commonwealth  in  Congrefs  for  one  year,  from  the 
firft  Monday  in  November  then  next  following,  which  refolution  re¬ 
mains  in  full  force  :  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we  the  faid  Thomas 
Jefferfon,  Samuel  Hardy,  Arthur  Lee  and  James  Monroe,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  and  authority  committed  to  us  by  the  aCt  of  the  faid  ge¬ 
neral  affembly  of  Virginia  before  recited,  and  in  the  name,  and  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  faid  commonwealth,  do  by  thefe  prefcnts  convey, 
transfer,  affign,  and  make  over  unto  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  dates,  Virginia  inclufive,  all 
right,  title  and  claim,  as  well  of  foil  as  of  jurifdidlion,  which  the  faid 
commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory  or  iradt  of  country  within  the 
limits  of  the  Virginia  charter,  fituate,  lying  and  being  to  the  north- 
weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  and  for  the  ufes  and  purpofes,  and  on  the 
conditions  of  the  faid  recited  acL  In  tedimony  whereof,  we  have 
hereunto  fubfcribed  our  names  and  affixed  our  feals,  in  Congrefs,  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  and  of  the 

independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighth.” 

Resolved ,  That  the  UTited  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  are  ready 
to  receive  this  deed,  whenever  the  delegates  of  the  date  of  Virginia  are 
ready  to  execute  the  fame. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
to  add  the  following  provifo.  u  Provided  always,  that  the  acceptance 
oi  the  laid  ceffion,  in  manner  and  form  aforefaid,  {hall  not  be  confider- 
ed  as  implying  any  opinion  or  decifion  of  Congrefs  refpecHng  the 
extent  or  validity  of  the  claim  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  to 
■wedern  territory  by  charter  or  othenvife.” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty, 

New- Hampshire Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
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Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 


Connecticut , 

Rew-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 
Couth -Carolina, 


Mr*  Gerry, 

Mr.  Osgood , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Cher  man, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Miff, in, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr. 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt , 

Mr.  Read, 


\ 


no 
no 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay  _ 
no 
n  o~} 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


A 

°\ 


720 

72  0 

ay 

ay 

* 


^>720 


720 


no 


Mr,  Beresford , 

So  it  pafied  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  the  yea. 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beresford, 


New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard . 

Massachusetts, 

Mr,  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
M  r.  Osgood, 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 

New- Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Miff  in, 

Mr.  Montgomery 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Tilton, 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt , 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  was  refolved  in 

the  affirmative. 

ay 


ay 

ay 

*yl 

ay  \ay 

ay) 

ay 
ay 

ay  l 

qy  5 

no 


ay 

ay 

no 


\ 


ay 


no 
ay 

°y  - 

ay  J>  * 

ay 1 

ay  * 
ay  [ 

ay  J 
ay? 
ay) 


pay 


ay 


\  divided, 
no 


The  delegates  of  Virginia  then  proceeded,  and  figned,  fealed  and 
delivered  the  faid  deed  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
refolution  : 

The  delegates  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  having  executed 
the  deed  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  recorded  and  enrolled  among  the  a£ls 
of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

Tuesdat ,  March  2,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  an  under  fecretary  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  to  take 
charge  of  the  papers  in  that  office  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Henry  Remfen,  jun.  was  elected,  having  been  previoufly  no¬ 
minated  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered ,  That  the  election  of  a  deputy  fecretary  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
but  not  coming  to  a  choice, 

Ordered ,  That  the  election  of  a  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  poft- 
poned,  until  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  what  redudtions  may 
be  made  in  the  civil  lift,  and  who  were  directed  to  report  fpeciallyon 
each  department,  fhall  have  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  H.  Remfen,  jun.  under  fecretary  in  the  office 
for  foreign  affairs,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to 
take  a  lift  of  all  the  papers  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  and  lay  the 
fame  before  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  members  of  Congrefs  have  accefs 
to  the  faid  papers,  under  the  regulations  of  the  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Ordered ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the  confideration  of  In¬ 
dian  affairs. 

WedxesdaT)  March  3,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  the  fame  ftates  as  yefterday,  and  from 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  con¬ 
fideration  of  Indian  affairs  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded 
by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Resolved ,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  five  commiffion¬ 
ers  to  negociate  with  the  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee, 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revife  the  4th  and  5th 
of  the  inftru&ions  of  the  15th  of  October  laft,  to  the  commiffioners  to 
be  appointed  to  negociate  a  treaty  with  tffie  Indians,  and  to  report  the 
alterations  neceffary  to  be  made. 

Thu rs DAT)  March  4,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  the  fame  ftates  as  yefterday,  and  from 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  five  commiffioners  to  negoci¬ 
ate  with  the  Indians  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  George  Rogers  Clarke,  Mr.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Greene,  Mr.  Richard  Butler  and  Mr.  Stephen  Higginfon  were  ele&ed. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  a  deputy  fecretary  be  poftponed. 
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Friday ,  March  5,  1734. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prelent  as  yefterday. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  How¬ 
ell  and  Mr.  Lee,  appointed  to  confider  and  report  what  further  arrange¬ 
ments  ai  l  neceflai y  ^o  carry  into  effecl  the  propofed  treaty  with  the 
Indians  ; 

Resolved ,  I  hat  the  prefident  immediately  inform  the  gentlemen 
elected  commiflioners  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  of  the  laid 
election,  ana  that,  as  it  is  the  wifli  of  Congrefs,  that  the  negotiations 
fhould  commence  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  commiffioners  are  defired  to 
meet  at  New-\ork,  on  the  10th  day  of  April  next,  to  fix  upon  the 
times  and  places  of  holding  the  treaties  with  the  different  nations,  and 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  give  them  refpeclively  the  fpeedieft  information 
of  the  time  and  place  determined  on,  inviting  them  to  meet  accordingly. 

Resolved ,  That  all  appointments  of  perfons  for  negociating  with 
the  Indians,  prior  to  that  of  the  4th  infant,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  prepare  and  lay  before  Congrefs,  the 
form  of  a  commilfion,  for  the  perfons  appointed  to  negociate  with  the 
Indians,  making  any  three  of  the  fame  competent  to  the  bufinefs  of 
their  com  million. 

Monday ,  March  8,  1784. 

Mr.  Gunning  Bedford,  a  delegate  for  the  hate  of  Delaware,  attended. 

Congrefs afTembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts,Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-Jerfev,  Pennfyl vania,  Delaware,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  hate  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Chafe. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  farther  conhderation  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  appointed  to  confider  and  report  what  further  arrange¬ 
ments  are  neceffary  to  carry  into  effebt  the  propofed  treaty  with  the 
Indians  : 

And  the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate,  and  amended  to 
read, 

That  each  of  the  commiffioners  attending  the  treaty,  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  dollars  a  day,  in  full  for  his  fervices  during  fuch  atten¬ 

dance,  exclufive  of  his  expenfes,  neceffarily  incurred. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  leconded  by  Mr.  Tilton,  to 
hrike  out  the  words,  between  u  allowed”  and  “  his  expenfes,”  and  af¬ 
ter  u  incurred,”  to  add,  u  and  fuch  compenfation  for  his  time,  as  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  fervices  may  require.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  poh- 
pone  the  paragraph  and  amendment  under  debate,  in  order  to  take  up 
the  following  : 

That  Congrefs  will  make  each  of  the  commiffioners  for  negociating 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  an  adequate  compenfation  for  his  time  and 
fervices  ;  and  that  the  fuperintenaant  of  finance  be  directed  to  advar.ee 
each  of  them  800  dollars  on  account.  And  on  the  queftion  to  poflpone 
for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by- 
Mr.  Howell, 
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New-  Ha  m psb  ire 

Massachusetts , 

Rbode-lsland , 

Connecticut , 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

# 

North-Car  olina^ 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin ^ 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr,  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Bercsford , 


(3V  ? 

£J3  - 

aBay 
‘V  j 

^  £  divided , 
no  3 

^  ?  divided • 

S 


So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
To  poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  paragraph  under  debate,  togQ-’ 
ther  with  the  amendment  propofed,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following : 
“  That  each  of  the  commiflioners  for  negociating  with  the  Indians, 
be  allowed  feven  dollars  a-day  for  his  fervices  and  expenfes  And 
on  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry, 


New- Hampshire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rbode-lsland , 

Connecticut , 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Vol.  IX. 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

H 


divided . 


qy 


qy 

divided*- 


no 
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North-Carolina ,  Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Spaight , 

South-Carolina ,  Mr.  Read,  ay 

Mr.  Beresford ,  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beatty, 
to  Hrike  out  the  word  “  feven,”  in  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  to  infert  u  fix 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  i  re 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Delaware, 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Bedford, 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Reads 


South-Carolina, 

So  the  queflion  was  loft 
Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the 
till  to-morrow. 


no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

aJ 

no 

no 

no 

ay 


no 

no 

ay 

divided , 

°y 

no 

divided. 


* 


motion  be  poflponed 


Tuesday,  March  9,  1784. 

Congrefsafiembled:  Prefent,New-Hampfhire,  MaiTachufetts,  Rhode- 
IHand,  Conne&icut,  New-Jerfey,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  North-Caro¬ 
lina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  Pennlylvania,  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  from 
the  date  of  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

Wednesday ,  March  10,  1784. 

Only  four  Hates  attending  ;  namely,  MaiTachufetts,  Delaware,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  Hate  of  Rhode-Illand,  Mr. 
Howell,  from  Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  from  South-Carolina, 
Mr.  Read. 


Congrefs 


Thursday ,  March  1  1,  1784. 
aflembled  :  Prelent,  New-Hampfliire, 


MaiTachufetts, 
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Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-Jerfey,  Virginia  and  North-Caro- 
lina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Montgomery,  from 
Delaware,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 


Friday  March  12,  1784. 

Congrefs  afiembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hamplhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Conne&icut,  New-Jerfey,  Delaware,  Virginia  and 
North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Montgome¬ 
ry,  and  from  the  (late  of  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

The  prefident  being  abfent  through  indifpofition,  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  a  chairman  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  Jeffcrfon  was  eleCted. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

“  Thafan  addition  be  made  of  one  commiffioner,  to  thofe  appointed 
on  the  4th  in  ft.  to  negociate  with  the  Indians  of  the  northern  and 
middle-departments.” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Ne  w-Ha  m pshi  re, 

Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 
Delaware , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Bedford , 

Mr.  Tilton , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  fecretary  having  agreeable  to  order,  prepared  and  laid  before 
Congrefs,  the  form  of  a  com  million  for  the  perfons  appointed  to  nego¬ 
ciate  with  the  Indians  ;  the  fame  was  agreed  to. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Ellery,  in  anfwer  to  the  ad~ 
drefs  from  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the  ftate  of  Connecticut, 
enclofed  in  Mr.  W.  Williams  letter,  of  the  1ft  of  November,  and  the 
following  paragraph  being  under  debate,  refpeCling  the  refolution 
granting  half-pay  for  life  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

“  The  refolution  of  Congrefs  referred  to,  appears  by  the  yeas  and 
nays,  to  have  been  palled  according  to  the  then  eftabliftied  rules  ef 
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tlm  body  in  tranfaftmg  the  bufinefs  of  the  United  States  ;  the  refo- 

Iuuon  .tie  t  had  public  notoriety,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  been 

formally  objected  again!!  by  the  legillature  of  any  Hate  till  after  the 

confederation  was  completely  adopted,  nor  till  after  the  clofe  of  the 
•war.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  to  (trike 
Oiit  the  woids,  nor  till  alter  the  dole  of  the  war.” 

And  on  the  queltion,  (hall  thofe  words  (land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Lee,  ■ 


Ne  w-  Ha  mpshirCy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Massacbusettsy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Rhode-Islandy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Connect  icuty 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New- Jersey , 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania 

Mr. 

Delawarey 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Vi  rg  ini  ay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Soutb-Carolinay 

Mr. 

So  the  queflion  was  loft,  and  the 


no 


no 


no 


no 


Foster , 

Blancbardy 
Gerry , 

Partridge , 

Fllery , 

How  ell y 
Sherman , 

Wadsworthy 
Dicky 

Montgomery , 

Bedfordy 

Tiltony 

Jefferson, 

Hardy , 

Leey 
MonroCy 
Willi  am  Sony 

Spaigbty 
Ready 

words  were  ftruck  out. 


no 


no 


ay 


SaTurda Ty  March  13,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Conne&icut,  New-Jerfey,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Montgomery. 

The  (landing  committee  of  qualifications,  confining  of  Mr.  Sherman 
Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  appointed 
to  examine  the  commiftions  or  credentials  of  the  members  that  are  or 
may  be  in  Congrefs  till  the  fir  ft  Monday  in  November  next,  and  to  re¬ 
port  thereon,  from  time  to  time,  to  Congrefs,  report, 

That  the  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  now  in  Congrefs, 
were  appointed  on  the  firft  day  of  February,  1783,  to  reprefent  that 
ftate  in  Congrefs,  the  enfuing  year  ;  that  under  faid  appointment,  one 
of  the  members  prefent  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs  on  the  10th  day  of 
March,  and  the  other  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  1783.  Where¬ 
upon  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  year  for  which  the  faid 
delegates  were  appointed,  expired  on  the  firft  day  of  February  laft. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  this  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Tilton, 
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Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode -I si  and) 

Connecticut , 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 
Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Montgomery) 
Mr.  Jeffers  oil) 
Mr.  Hardy) 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight) 

Mr.  Read) 

Mr.  Beresfcrd) 


ay 

ay 

divided . 

ay 

ay 

* 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon,  in  the  words  following  : 

As  it  appears  to  Congrefs  that  Mr.  G.  Bedford,  was  appointed  on 
the  1ft  day  of  February,  1783,  by  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  to  represent 
the  fame  in  Congrefs  for  the  year  then  enfuing,  and  that  he  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs  purfuant  to  laid  appointment,  on  the  10th  day  of 
March  following  :  Resolved)  That  the  year  for  which  Mr.  Bedford 
was  appointed,  is  expired. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words,  u  on  the  10th  day  of  March  following.”  And 
on  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  (land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  i  re) 

Mr. 

Foster) 

Mr. 

Blanchard) 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry) 

Mr. 

Partridge) 

Rhode-Island) 

Mr. 

Ellery) 

Mr. 

Howell) 

Connecticut) 

Mr. 

S  her  mail) 

• 

Mr. 

Wadsworth) 

New-Jersey) 

Mr. 

Beatty) 

Mr. 

Dick ) 

Pennsylvania) 

Mr. 

Montgomery , 

Virginia) 

Mr. 

Jeffers  on , 

Mr. 

Hardy) 

Mr. 

Lee ) 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

North-Carolina) 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

Mr. 

Spaight) 

South -Carolina , 

Mr. 

Read) 

Mr. 

Beresfordy 

no 


no 


divided . 


no 


no 


no 


°^\  divided . 


720 

7:0 


no 
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So  it  palled  in  the  negative,  and 
On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the 
pays  being  required  by  Mr.  Willia 

New- Hampshire,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Massachusetts ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Rh  ode-island ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticut ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

New- Jersey,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North -Carolina,  Mr. 

Mr. 

South-Car  olina,  Mr. 

Mr, 


the  words  were  (truck  out. 
motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
m  Ton, 

Foster,  c 

Blanchard,  c 

Gerry,  o 

Partridge,  a 

Ellery,  a 

Howell,  a 

Sherman,  a 

Wadsworth ,  a 

Beatty,  a 

Dick,  a 

Jefferson,  a 

Hardy,  a 

Lee,  q 

Mon  roe,  a 

Williamson ,  <7 

Spaigbt,  rz 

Read,  a 

Beresford,  # 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

As  it  appears  to  Congrefs  that  Mr.  Bedford  was  appointed  on  the 
ffrft  day  of  February,  1783,  by  the  Rate  of  Delaware,  to  reprefent  the 
fame  in  Congrefs,  for  the  year  then  enfuing,  and  that  he  took  his  feat 
in  Congrefs,  purfuant  to  the  laid  appointment  : 

Resolved,  That  the  year  for  which  Mr.  G.  Bedford  was  appointed, 
is  expired. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Spaigbt,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

As  it  appears  to  Congrefs  that  Mr.  Tilton  was  appointed  on  the 
firff  day  of  February,  1783,  by  the  bate  of  Delaware,  to  reprefent  the 
fame  in  Congrefs,  for  the  year  then  enfuing,  and  that  he  took  his  feat  in 
Congrefs  purfuant  to  the  laid  appointment  : 

Resolved,  That  the  year  for  which  Mr.  Tilton  was  appointed,  is 
expired. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Spaigbt, 


Ne  w- Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay  7 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay  S 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay  7 

Mr.  Partridge, 

ay$ 

Rhode- Island , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

ayl 

M r.  W adsworth, 

ay\ 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

ay) 

Mr.  Dick, 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

Vl) 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ayf 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay) 

ay 


ay 


* 


ay 


ay 


ay 
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North -Carolina ,  Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Spaight, 

South -Carolina,  Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  March  15,  1784. 


Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTaclnifetts? 
RhodeHhand,  Connedicut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia  and 
North-Garolina  ;  and  from  the  hate  of  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

A  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon, 

That  one  commiffioner  be  appointed  in  addition  to  the  five  already 
chofen,  to  negociate  with  the  Indians,  and  to-morrow  affigned  for  that 
purpofe. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Partridge,  to 
amend  by  inferting  the  words,  u  from  the  hate  of  New-York,”  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  word  a  commiffioner.”  On  this  amendment  the 
previous  quehion  was  moved  by  the  hate  of  Rhode-Ihand,  feconded 
by  the  hate  of  Connecticut,  and  on  the  quehion  to  agree  to  the  pre¬ 


vious  quehion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Mr.  Montgomery ,  no  $ 

Virginia ,  Mr.  Jefferson ,  ay^ 


Mr.  Hardy ,  no  ( 

Mr.  Lee,  no  [ 

Mr.  Monroe ,  noj 


North -Caroling,  Mr.  Williamson ,  no 

Mr.  Spaight,  ay 


^  divided * 


ay 


So  the  quehion  was  loh. 

On  the  quehion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New -Ha  mpsh  i  re 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 


Mr.  Foster, 


Mr.  Ellery , 
Mr.  Howell, 


Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 


Connecticut 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 


New-Jerseyy 
Pennsylvania , 
Virginia , 


A  orlb-Carolina, 

So  the  quedion  was  loft. 
The  original  motion  was 


TuESDAr ,  March  16,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Tef- 
ferion,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  of  November  Id,  and  one  of  December  25th,  front 
Dr.  Franklin,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  together  with  a  letter  of 
20th  Odober,  and  one  of  the  1 4th  November,  from  Thomas  Barclay : 

Resolved ,  1  hat  it  is  inconfident  with  the  intered  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  any  perfon  not  a  citizen  thereof,  to  the  office  of  mi¬ 
nuter  charge  des  affaires,  conful,  vice-conful,  or  to  any  other  civil  de~ 
partment  in  a  foreign  country  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  refolve  be  tranf- 

mitted  to  Meifrs.  Adams,  Franklin  and  Jay,  minifters  of  the  faid  dates 
in  Europe. 

That  the  faid  miniders  be  indruded  to  inform  Mr.  William  Hodg- 
den,  merchant  of  London,  that  Congrefs  have  a  grateful  fenfe  of  his 
benevolent  and  humane  attention  to  the  citizens  of  thefe  United  States, 
who  were  prifoners  in  Great-Britain  during  the  late  war. 

That  a  copy  of  the  application  of  the  Danidi  minifter,  to  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin,  and  of  a  paragraph  of  his  letter  to  Congrefs,  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
capture  of  the  Danidi  ffiip  Providentia,  be  lent  to  the  fuprome  execu¬ 
tive  of  Maffachufetts,  who  are  requeded  to  order  duplicate  and  authen¬ 
tic  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  their  court  of  admiralty,  refpeding 
the  faid  Hiip  and  cargo,  to  be  fent  to  Congrefs. 

That  a  copy  of  all  the  letters  from  Mr.  Robert  Montgomery,  of 
Alicant,  with  their  enclofures  to  Congrefs  and  the  fecretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  miniders,  who  are  indruded  to  en¬ 
quire  on  what  grounds  Mr.  Montgomery  has  undertaken  to  write  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  a  letter 
by  which  their  charaders  and  intered  may  lie  fo  materially  affeded  ; 
and  to  take  fucli  meafures  thereon,  as  may  be  proper  and  confident 
with  the  intered  of  the  faid  dates. 

I  hat  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Barclay,  conful  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  France,  of  the  20th  of  Odober  lad,  to  Congrefs,  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  faid  miniders,  who  are  indruded  to  take  the  ne- 
ceffary  meafures  for  obtaining  free  ports  in  that  kingdom,  one  or  more 
on  the  Atlantic,  and  one  on  the  Mediterranean. 


Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Pick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 


£  divided « 
no 


then  withdrawn. 
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Wednesday  March  17,  T7B4. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yederday  ;  and  from  the  (late  of  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beatty, 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  directed  to  take 
order  for  advancing  to  the  Rev.  Daniel  Jones,  chaplain  to  Congrefs, 
150  dollars  on  account. 


Thursdat ,  March  18,  1784. 

Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Bereitord,  delegates  for  the  hate  of  South-Ca¬ 
rol  in  a,  produced  a  refolution  of  the  legifiature  of  that  date,  of  11th 
and  loth  February,  1/  84,  empowering  the  delegates  then  in  Cong'rels 
to  retain  their  feats,  and  continue  to  reprefent  this  date,  until  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  the  delegates  elefted  to  reprefent  this  date,  fhall 
arrive  and  take  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  alTembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampdiire,  MafiTachufetts, 
Rhode-Idand,  Connecticut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  How¬ 
ell  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis  Cazeau, 


Resolved ,  That  as  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  (mention¬ 
ed  in  Mr.  Cazeau’s  memorial)  did  not  arife  from  a  voluntary  aCt  of 
Congrels,  but  was  an  evil  forced  on  us  by  our  exigencies,  hath  been 
injurious  to  our  own  citizens  as  well  as  to  foreigners,  and  as  no  com- 
penfation  hath  been  made  the  former,  for  the  Ioffes  they  have  fudain- 
ed  thereby,  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled,  cannot  with 
judice  difcriminate  between  them  and  any  other  clafs  or  defcription 

Resolved ,  That  whatever  dores  or  provilions  Mr.  Cazeau  purcha- 
fed  and  collected,  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  army,  by  engagement 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment,  or  other  perfon  duly  au¬ 
thorized  by  him  for  that  purpofe,  whether  they  reached  the  detach¬ 
ment  or  not,  if  fopurchafed  and  collected,  they  were  dedroyed,  and  he 
in  that  degree  injured,  the  United  States  are  in  honor  and  judice  bound 
driCtly  to  make  good  the  lofs  he  fudained  thereby,  provided  it  fhall 
not  appear  in  the  liquidation  of  his  accounts,  that  the  faid  dores  and 
provifions  were  to  have  been  at  his  rifque  until  the  delivery  thereof. 

Resolved ,  That  whatever  Mr.  Cazeau  advanced  to  expreffes,  to  ofiye 
neceffary  communications  to  our  generals,  drnuld  be  repaid  him.  & 

.  -Resolved,  1  hat  the  Tale  of  his  goods  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  pro¬ 
vince,  to  promote  our  intered,  upon  cheaper  terms  than  he  might  other- 
wife  have  obtained,  was  an  aCt  ot  benevolence  not  authorized  on  our 
part,  and  can  therefore  in  judice  give  him  no  claim  for  retribution. 

Resolved ,  That  an  intered  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  firft 
day  of  May,  1777,  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Cazeau,  on  the  above  advances 
and  on  the  amount  of  the  articles  fo  purchafed  and  collected. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  advance  to  Mr.  Cazeau,  the  fum  of  5000  dollar*,  on  ac¬ 
count,  and  to  order  his  account  to  be  adjuded,  and  to  crive  him  certi- 
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ficates  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  at  fuch  early  and  convenient 
times,  as  the  finances  of  the  United  States  will  admit  of. 

Resolved ,  That  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Cazeau,  his  own  tes¬ 
timony,  under  oath,  be  admitted  in  Support  of  fuch  other  evidence  as 
the  circumRances  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 


Friday ,  March  19,  1784. 


Congrefs  aflembled :  Prefent  as  yeRerday. 

Mr.  Mercer,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  a  letter  of  6th  November,  1783, 
from  the  legislature  of  New-Hampfhire,  touching  the  proceedings  and 
Sentence  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on  the  cafe  of  the 
brig  Lufannah,  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  2  1ft  January  laft,  be¬ 
ing  taken  up  for  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  Seconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  that 
the  consideration  of  the  report  be  poflponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
following  : 

u  That  the  petition  of  John  Penhallow,  and  others,  and  the  papers 
accompanying  the  Same,  be  referred  to  the  judges  of  the  court  of  ap¬ 
peals  ;  and  that  the  Said  judges  do  report  to  Congrefs  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  judgment *and  final  decree  in  the  fame.” 

On  the  queflion  to  poflpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Foller, 


Neve -Ha  mpsh  ire 


Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island \ 


Connecticut 


Mr.  Wadsworth ,  no  $ 


New-Jersej) 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North-Carol  ina 


Fouth -Carolina , 


So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

The  previous  queflion  was  then  moved  on  the  main  queflion  by  the 
Rate  of  South-Carolina,  Seconded  by  the  Rate  of  MafTachufetts  ;  and 
on  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  previous  queflion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  FoRer, 


New-Hampsh  i  re , 

Mr. 

Foster , 

no} 

-  no 

Mr. 

Blanchard, 

no  \ 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

aj  l  av 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

qy  S  7 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

no  } 

>  no 

Mr. 

Howell, 

no  y 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

no  ( 

►  17  n 

Mr. 

Wadsworth, 

no ) 

New -"Jersey , 

Mr. 

Beatty, 

no  c 

>  divided • 

Mr. 

Dick , 

<y\ 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr. 

Mifflin, 

no  ( 

►  no 

a 

Mr. 

Montgomery , 

no  \ 

Maryland , 

'Mr. 

Chase, 

oy 

r*  * 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Jefferson, 

noC 

Mr. 

Hardy, 

ay 

Mr. 

Mercer, 

no 

>no 

Mr. 

Lee, 

no 

Mr. 

Monroe, 

cty_ 

North ‘Carolina, 

Mr. 

Williamson, 

no  ( 

>  divided • 

- 

Mr. 

Spaight, 

ay\ 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr. 

Read, 

qy\ 

► 

Mr. 

Beresford, 

ay[ 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

When  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  refolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  the  determination  thereof  was  poftponed  by  the  ftate 
of  North-Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiftioners  appointed  to  negociate  with  the 
Indians,  fhall  each  be  allowed  dollars  per  day,  for  the  time  they 
fhall  be  employed  in  that  buftnefs,  in  full  for  their  fervices  and  expen- 
fes,  excluftve  of  their  expenfes  at  the  place  or  places  where  the  trea¬ 
ties  (hall  be  held. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Jefterfem,  Mr. 
Howell  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  additional  report  on 
Indi  an  officers. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  caufe  to  be  purchafed 
a  quantity  of  goods,  to  be  applied  in  negociating  the  treaty  with  th* 
Indians,  the  amount  not  to  exceed  the  fum  of  1  5,000  dollars,  including 
tho£e  on  hand,  according  to  an  eftimate,  fpecifying  kinds,  quantities 
and  qualities,  to  be  furni filed  by  the  commiftioners  for  negociating 
the  treaty. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiftioners  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authori¬ 
zed  and  inftrudled,  to  appoint  one  or  more  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons, 
with  fuch  allowance  as  they  may  think  reafonable,  to  receive  the  afore - 
faid  goods,  to  take  charge  of  their  tranfportation,  to  fuch  place  or 
places  as  may  be  pointed  out  by  the  faid  commiftioners,  and  to  attend 
to  the  fafe  keeping  and  iffuing,  agreeably  to  fuch  orders  as  he  or  they 
may  receive  from  the  faid  commiftioners,  all  goods  committed  to  his 
or  their  care,  which  orders  are  to  be  produced  as  vouchers  on  the  fet- 
t lenient  of  the  accounts.  And  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  fur- 
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nifh,  to  the  orcier  ot  the  faid  commiflioners,  the  fums  of  money  necef- 
fary  for  carrying  tins  refolve  into  execution. 

Rc  solved)  1  hat  the  laid,  commilfioners  be,  and  they  hereby  are  au- 
thoi  izc.  d  and  directed,  to  make  and  tranlinit  to  Longrefs,  from  time 
to  time,  edimates  ot  Inch  additional  quantities  of  goods,  as  may  be 
found  necelfary  in  the  courle  of  their  negociations,  in  order  that  pro¬ 
per  meafures  may  be  taken  for  procuring  and  forwarding  the  fame. 

Mon  DAT,  March  22,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled:  Pre lent,  New- Hampthire, Maflachufetts,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connedicut,  New-Jerfey,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and 
from  the  Fate  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Mifflin,  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe, 
and  from  South-Carol ina,  Mr.  Beresford. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fofter,  feconded  by  Mr.  Blanchard, 

Resolved ,  That  the  determination  of  the  queltion  on  the  refolution 
of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  November,  1783,  from 
the  legiflature  of  New-Hampfhire,  touching  the  proceedings  and  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on  the  cafe  of  the  brig 
Lufannah,  be  podponed  till  to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  March  23>  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampihire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Bland,  Connedicut,  New-Jerfey,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  hate  of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Mifflin,  and 
from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folder,  feconded  by  Mr.  Blanchard, 

Resolved ,  That  the  determination  of  the  queflion  on  the  refolution  ■ 
cf  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  November,  1783,  from 
the  legiflature  of  New-ITampfliire,  touching  the  proceedings  and  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on  the  cafe  of  the 
brig  Lufannah,  be  further  podponed  till  to-morrow. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qualifications,  confiding  of  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Jefiferfon,  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Williamfon  : 

Whereas  by  the  fifth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  of  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed,  “  that  for  the  more  con¬ 
venient  management  of  the  general  intered  of  the  United  States,  de¬ 
legates  (hall  be  annually  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  the  legiflature 
of  each  (late  (hall  dired,  to  meet  in  Congrefs  on  the  firfl  Monday  in 
November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  referved  to  each  date,  to 
recal  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the  year,  and 
to  fend  others  in  their  dead,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.” 

Resolved ,  That  the  feveral  dates  be  requeded  annually  to  appoint 
their  delegates  to  ferve  in  Congrefs  for  one  year,  to  commence  on 
the  fin  d  Monday  in  November  next  enfuing  the  time  of  their  appoint¬ 
ment  :  and  when  vacancies  (hall  happen  by  the  removal  or  refigna- 
tion  of  any  of  the  faid  delegates  within  the  year,  fuch  dates  be  re¬ 
queded  to  appoint  others  in  their  dead,  to  ferve  only  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  year  ;  and  to  furnifh  their  delegates  fo  appointed  with 
commidions,  or  other  credentials,  under  the  leal  of  the  date,  particu¬ 
larly  fpecilying  the  time  for  which  they  are  appointed. 

The  committee  of  qualifications  having  further  reported,  that  Mr, 
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Ofgood  was,  on  the  14th  February,  1781,  by  the  legiflature  of  the 
(late  of  Maffachufetts,  appointed  a  delegate  for  that  date  to  Congrefs, 
from  that  time  until  the  fird  Monday  in  November  then  next,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof  he  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs,  on  the  12th  day  of 
June,  1781  ;  that  on  the  25th  of  the  laid  June,  he  was  again  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  faid  office  for  one  year,  commencing  the  fird  Monday 
in  November  then  next,  and  on  the  7th  of  June,  1782,  he  was  ag'ain 
elected  for  one  year,  to  commence  the  fird  Monday  of  November  then 
next,  and  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1783,  he  was  again  elected  for  one 
year,  to  commence  the  fir  ft  Monday  in  November,  1783  ;  that  he 
accepted  the  faid  trull  under  each  of  the  faid  appointments  ;  that 
on  the  firll  day  of  March,  1781,  the  articles  of  confederation  were 
finally  ratified,  whereupon  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  by  the 
5th  article  of  the  confederation,  the  faid  Mr.  Ofgood  became  incapable 
of  being  a  delegate  in  Congrefs  after  the  fird  day  of  March,  1784,  he 
having  been  a  delegate  three  years  expiring  on  that  day,  fince  the 
final  ratification  of  the  faid  articles. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Partridge,  to 
podpone  the  confideration  of  the  opinion  reported  by  the  committee, 
in  order  to  take  into  confideration  the  following  : 

After  the  datement  of  fadls  as  made  by  the  committee,  and  adding, 
u  but  the  members  then  ill  Congrefs,  being  appointed  previous  to  and 
not  under  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  and  nothing  appearing  in 
the  credentials  of  thofe  members  to  authorize  them  to  fit  in  two  Con- 
greffes  differently  condituted,  and  it  being  alfo  reafonable  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  fird  federal  year,  commenced  the  fird  Monday  of  No¬ 
vember,  1781  :  Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Ofgood  is  capable  of  being  a  de¬ 
legate  till  the  fird  Monday  of  November,  1784.’' 

And  on  the  quedion  to  podpone  fdr  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


N ew- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New- Jersey) 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina^ 
South -Carolina , 

Bo  the  quedion  was  Iod. 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
M  r.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth^ 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Hick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Acre, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Bcresford , 


ay 

divided . 


divided • 


divided • 


no 


no 


no 
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On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr. 

New-Hampsbi  re , 

Massachusetts , 

Rbodc-Isiand , 

Connecticut , 

'New- Jerseyj 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 


iVb  r  f  Cc  ro//»  j  , 

South -Carolina , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Chafe 
and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whon  was  referred  a  letter  of  September  20th, V1 783, 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  cominiftioner  for  fettling  the  marine  accounts, 
govern  himfelf  by  the  refolutions  of  the  1 1th  July,  1780.,  and  the  12th 
of  June,  1781,  in  fettling  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  navy, 
and  the  depreciation  thereon. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Chafe 
and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  13th  January,  1784, 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  on  the  memorial  of' James  Taylor  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  comptroller  of  accounts  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  and  dire&ed,  to  caufe  a  fettlement  to  be  made  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  between  the  United  States  and  the  fecret  and  commercial  com¬ 
mittees  of  Congrels,  and  all  others  exifting  under  contrails  made  with 
the  laid  committees,  according  to  the  ufual  mode  of  fettling  accounts 
at  the  trealury,  and  to  report  inch  fettlement  to  Congrefs. 

Wednesdat ,  March  24,  1784. 

Congrefs  affemblcd  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fofter,  feconded  Mr.  Blanchard, 

Resolved ,  That  the  determination  of  the  queftion  on  the  refolution 
of  the  committee,  on  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  November,  1783,  from 
the  legiflature  of  New-Hampfiiirc,  touching  the  proceedings  and  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on  the  cafe  of  the  brig 
Lufannah,  be  poftponed.  *  v 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 


Howell, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty *, 

Mr.  Hick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 
Mr.  Willi  amson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


divided • 
ay 

divided . 


>ay 


ay 


ay 
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Read  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  1  ft  November, 
1783,  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  concerning  certain  dragoons  who  de~ 
fer ted  from  South-Garolina,  bringing  off  fome  of  the  belt  horfes  in  the 
regiment,  and  their  accoutrements: 

Resolved ,  That  in  confideration  of  the  former  conduct  of  the  dra¬ 
goons  belonging  to  colonel  Baylor’s  regiment,  who  deierted  on  May 
laft,  from  South-Garolina,  and  that,  during  the  time  of  active  and 
dangerous  fervice,  they  had  faithfully  dilcharged  their  duty,  their 
accounts  {hall  be  fettled  as  thofe  of  other  dragoons,  except  that  they 
fliall  be  charged  with  the  horfes  they  brought  off,  at  the  price  the  bed 
remaining  horfe  belonging  to  the  fame  corps  fold  for  in  South-Caro- 
lina,  and  for  their  accoutrements,  at  what  the  officer  fettling  thofe  ac¬ 
counts  may  find  to  have  been  their  average  value. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  oi  a  committee,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and 
Mr.  McHenry,  appointed  to  confider  what  reductions  maybe  made  in 
the  civil  lift,  and  the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate  : 

u  That  the  office  of  charge  des  affaires,  at  the  court  ol  Madrid, 
whofe  faiary  is  4444  dollars,  be  difcontinued.” 

,  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer,  that 
the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  :  and  on  the  queftion  for  poft- 
poning,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Wadi  worth, 


New-  Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Virginia , 

* 

Nortb-Carolinay 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 
Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


divided • 
no 


no  ? 

r  n° 

no  ) 

G’}  \  divided . 
no  y 

no  ? 

>  no 
no  y 

ay  }>  * 


ay 

ay 

no 


ay 


ay 

v' 

110  divided . 

ay 
no 


^  divided • 


Thursday  March  25,  1784. 

* 

Mr.  Ephraim  Paine,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  New-York,  attended, 
and  produced  credentials  under  the  leal  of  the  ftate,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  on  the  third  day  of  February,  1784,  the  hon.  Alexander 
M‘Dougall,  Charles  De  Witt,  JohnLanfing,  jun.  Ephraim  Paine  and 
Walter  Livingfton,  were  by  the  fenate  and  allembly  of  the  faid  ftate, 
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nominated  and  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  faid  Rate  in  the  Uni- 
tec  States  in  Congrels  afiembled,  for  the  enfuing  year. 

congrels  afiembled:  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts, 
Rhode -1  {land,  Conneaicut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  New- York, 
Mr.  Paine,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Chafe. 

On  motion  ot  Mi*.  Blanchard,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

J\ e solved^  1  hat  i  uelday  next  be  afligned  for  a  further  confideration 
ot  the  rePort  the  committee,  on  the  letter  of  the  6th  November, 
178o,  Pom  the  legiflature  of  New-Hampfhire,  touching  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  lentence  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on 
the  caie  of  the  brig  Lufannah. 


Friday ,  March  26,  1784. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stone,  a  delegate  for  the  (late  of  Maryland,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat. 

ConKrefs  afiembled:  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts, 
Khode-Illand,  Connecticut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland, 

Virginia',  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  :  and  from  New-York. 
Mr.  Paine.  ’ 


Saturday,  March  27,  1784. 

Mr.  Charles  De  Witt,  a  delegate  for  the  hate  of  New-York,  and 
Mr.  James  M‘Henry,  a  delegate  for  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Hand,  a  de¬ 
legate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended. 

Congrefs  afiembled :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Mar}  land,  V  irginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

Tuesday ,  March  30,  1784. 

Congrefs  afiembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

The  prelident  being  abfent,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  chairman  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  Jefierfon  was  elected. 

The  grand  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr. 
Hand,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  letter  of  19th  March,  1784,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  and  who  were  inftrudted  to  revife  the  in- 
flitution  of  the  treafury  department,  and  report  fuch  alterations  as  they 
may  think  neccfiary,  reported  the  draft  of  a  circular  letter,  to  the  fu- 
preme  executive  of  the  feveral  fiates,  which  was  agreed  to. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refumed  the  confedera¬ 
tion  ot  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  6th  Novem¬ 
ber,  17  83,  from  the  legiflature  of  New-Hampfhire,  as  entered  on  the 
journal  of  the  2  Id  of  January  lad.  touching  the  proceedings  and  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  ot  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture,  on  the  cafe  of  the 
brig  Lufannah. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hardy,  to 
pofipone  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  in  order  to 
take  into  confideration  the  following  motion  : 

Whereas  by  the  ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
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union,  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  are  veiled  with  the 
right  of  eftablifhing  courts  a  for  receiving  and  determining  finally,  ap¬ 
peals  in  all  cafes  of  captures and  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af¬ 
fembled,  having,  on  the  day  of  in  purfuance  of 

fuch  authority  accordingly,  appointed  fuch  court  of  appeals,  and  com- 
miffioned  proper  perfons  as  judges  in  the  lame  :  Resolved. That  it  is 
improper  for  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  in  any  way  to 
reverfe  or  control  the  decifions,  judgments  or  decrees  of  fuch  court 
of  appeals : 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poflpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Foiler, 


no 


New- Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster, 

no  ) 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no  3 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no') 

• 

Mr.  Partridge, 

ay\ 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  ) 

Mr.  Howell 9 

no  3 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no  ) 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

r 

no  3 

New -York, 

Mr.  He  Witt, 

ay) 

Mr.  Paine, 

no  3 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

no  ) 

Mr.  Dick, 

no  3 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

no 

Mr.  Hand, 

no  3 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Mi  Henry, 

no 1 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay  r 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay  J 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay  \ 

Mr.  Mercer, 

no  I 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay  J 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no  ) 

Mr.  Spaight, 

h 

no  3 

South-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Read, 

aJ  r* 

divided • 


no 


no 


divided . 


no 


no 


ay 


no 


* 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  reported  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  namely, 

4C  That  the  faid  capture  having  been  made  by  citizens  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  carried  into  and  fubmitted  to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  that  date,  before 
the  completion  of  the  confederation  ;  while  appeals  to  Congrefs  in  fuch 
cafes  were  abfolutely  refufed  by  their  leglflature,  neither  Congrefs  nor 
any  perfons  deriving  authoritv  from  them,  had  iurifdicftion  in  the  faid 
cafe.” 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fofter, 


Ne  w -Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 


Vol.  IX. 


Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no 

Mr.  Partridge, 

no 

K 

ay 


no 
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Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New -Yorky 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia*, 

% 

North-Carol  ina , 

South ’‘Carolina, 
So  the  queftion  was  1 


Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  l)c  Witt , 
Mr,  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand, 

M  r .  AY  He  n  ry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  ‘Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr,  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 


Wednesday  March  31,  1784. 
Congrefs  airembled  :  Prefent  eleven  Hates. 


ay 
ay 

divided » 
ay 
ay 

no 

)>dividecL 


* 


Thursday,  April  1,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  eleven  Hates  as  before. 

Friday,  April  2,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  eleven  Hates  as  before. 

Monday,  April  5,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts 
Khode-IHand,  Connefticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania’ 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  Hate  of 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  grand  committee, 
confiHing  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  FoHer,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Howell’ 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr. 
Chafe,  Mr.  Spaight  and  Mr.  Read,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
to  Congrefs,  the  arrears  of  intereff  on  the  national  debt,  together  with 
the  intereff  and  expenfes  of  the  year  1784,  from  the  firff  to  the  laff 
day  thereof  inclufive,  and  a  requifition  of  money  on  the  Hates  for  dif- 
charging  the  fame. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  fnperintendant  of  finance  to  report.  The 
report  of  the  grand  committee  being  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  there  will  be  wanting  for  arrears  of  intereH,  and  for 
the  intereH  and  fervices  of  the  prefent  year  1784,  from  the  firH  to  the 
laff  day  thereof  inclufive,  the  following  fums  expreffed  in  dollars, 
tenths  and  hundredths  of  dollars. 
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The  civil  department, 

The  military  department, 

The  marine  department, 

Purchafes  of  Indian  rights  of  foil,  and 
the  incidental  expenfes, 
Contingencies, 

Debts  contracted  and  Rill  unpaid  for  the 
fervices  of  1782  and  1783, 

Interell  on  the  national  debt,  as  follows  : 


107,525.33 

200,000 

30,000 

60,000 

60,000 

- -  457,525.33 

1,000,000 


1782. 
Dec.  31. 


1783. 
Dec.  31. 


1784. 
June  1. 

Sept.  3. 


Nov.  5. 
Dec.  31. 


Foreign  Debt* 

Three  years  interefl  on  the 
Spanifh  loan  of  150,000  dol¬ 
lars,  at  5  per  cent.  -  22,500 


Spanifh  loan,  -  -  7,500 

Private  French  loans  of  4  mil¬ 
lion  livres,  at  5  per  cent.  -  37,037 

1  r  -  -i  -  -  , _ 

Dutch  loan  of  1,800,000  florins, 

at  5  per  cent.  -  -  35,000 

Public  French  loan  of  24  million 

livres,  at  5  per  cent.  -  222,000 

Dutch  loan  of  10  million  livres,  gua¬ 
ranteed  by  France,  -  74,074 

Spanifh  loan,  -  7,500 

Private  French  loans,  -  37,037 


Domestic  Debt . 

1782. 

Dec.  31.  Loan-office  debt,  1  1,473,802.26  at 

6  per  cent.  -  1,184,176 

Liquidated  debt,  701,404  at  6  per 

cent.  -  -  _  21,042 

Army  debt,  5,635,6 18  at  6  per  cent.  676,272 


22,500 


44,537 


375,611 


1,881,490 

DeduCI  the  requifition  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1782,  -  1,200,000 

1783.  - -  681,490 

Dec.  3  1.  Loan-office  debt,  -  749,050 

Liquidated  debt,  -  -  42,084 

Unliquidated  debt  of  8  million  dol¬ 
lars,  fnppofe  i  now  liquidated,  at 
6  per  cent.  -  160,000 

Army  debt,  -  -  338,136 

* - -  1,289,270 


Carried  forward,  3,870,933.33 


1784,  Brought  forward,  3,370,933.33 

Dec.  3 1  •  Loan-office  debt,  -  -  749,050 

Liquidated  debt,  -  42,084 

Dec.  31.  Unliquidateddebt,fuppofe  the  whole 

now  liquidated,  -  480,000 

Army  debt,  -  338,136 

— -  1,609,270 


Total,  5,480,203.33 

The  committee  were  apprifed  that  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of 
April  the  18th,  1 783,  had  recommended  to  the  feveral  hates  the  raif- 
ing  an  annual  revenue,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  certain  imports,  for  the 
purpofe  of  difeharging  the  national  debt,  principal  and  interert  :  but 
it  is  occurred  to  them,  that  thole  recommendations  were  ftill  before 
feveral  ot  the  legiflatures  ;  that  however  defirable  a  compliance  there¬ 
with  is  for  the  prefervation  of  our  faith,  and  ertablifhment  of  a  na¬ 
tional  credit,  yet  as  time  has  already  elapfed,  and  more  murt  elapfe  be¬ 
fore  their  final  confirmation  can  be  hoped,  as,  after  it  fhall  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  time  will  alio  be  lequihte  to  advance  the  plan  to  the  term  of  ac¬ 
tual  collection,  good  faith  requires  that  in  the  mean  while  other  mea- 
fures  Ihould  be  reforted  to  for  the  purpofe  of  difeharging  the  growing 
interert.  D  6  * 

In  the  ftatement  of  the  interert  due  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1782,  the 
committee  have  fuppofed  its  amount  leflened  by  1,200,000  dollars,  re¬ 
quired  and  apportioned  by  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  September 
the  4th  and  10th,  1782,  and  appropriated  to  the  foie  purpofe  of  pay¬ 
ing  the  interert  of  the  public  debt.  This  requifition  gave  licenfe  to 
the  rtates,  to  apply  fo  much  as  Ihould  be  neceflary  of  their  refpe&ivc 
quotas  of  it  to  the  payment  of  interert  due  on  certificates  irtued  from 
the  loan-office  of  their  own  rtates,  and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the 
United  States  contrafted  therein.  Hence  they  fuppofe  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  that  the  actual  payment  ot  thefe  quotas,  have  been  uncommu- 
nicated  to  the  office  of  finance  for  the  United  States.  The  committee 
are  ot  opinion,  that  the  Hates  fhould  be  defired  to  communicate  to  the 
lupei  m tendant  ot  finance,  the  payments  they  have  made  under  its  re- 
.  quifition,  and  where  they  have  been  incomplete,  to  harten  their  com¬ 
pletion,  as  the  means  ftill  relied  on  by  Congrefs  for  the  difeharge  of 
that  part  of  the  interert  of  the  public  debt.  And  while  on  this  lubjeft, 
they  beg  leave  to  add,  that  from  the  reprefentation  to  Congrefs  by  the 
ininirter  of  France,  referred  to  this  committee,  they  learn  that  in  fome 
of  the  rtates,  a  diferimination  has  taken  place  between  the  citizens  of 
their  own,  and  lubje&s  or  citizens  of  other  countries,  which  was  not 
authorized  by  the  faid  refolution  :  They  are  of  opinion,  that  fuefi  rtates 
Ihould  be  requerted  to  revile  and  reform  their  proceedings  herein,  and 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  this  provilion  equally  and  impartially  to  all 
perfons  within  its  defeription. 

Your  committee  came  then  toconfider  in  what  way  it  would  be  beft 
to  call  for  the  fums  requifite  for  the  lervices  before  rtated  :  and  they 
thought  it  their  duty  in  the  firrt  place  to  enquire,  whether  no  furplufes 
might  remain  on  former  requifitions  of  Congrefs,  after  the  purpo¬ 
ses  were  ede£led  to  which  they  were  originally  appropriated  j  under  an 


73 


APRIL  1784. 

affurance  that  it  would  be  both  the  duty  and  fenfe  of  Congrefs  to  ap¬ 
ply  fuch  furplufes,  in  every  indance,  towards  leffening  the  next  requi¬ 
sitions  on  the  dates.  They  found  in  fatt  that  fuch  a  furplus  would 
remain  on  the  requifition  of  October  30,  178  1,  for  8,000,000  ot  dol¬ 
lars  for  the  fervices  of  the  enfuing  year  ;  and  that  this  furplus  would 
be  ore  at  from  the  following  circumdances  :  that  requifition  was  edu¬ 
cated  on  fuppofition,  that  the  continental  army  would  be  completed 
by  the  dates,  to  its  full  edablilhment  ;  and  that  clothing,  lublidence 
and  other  neceffaries  for  fuch  an  army,  mud  ot  courie  be  provided. 
The  dates  were  far  diort  of  producing  fuch  an  army.  Hence  the  calls 
for  money  were  proportionally  abridged.  It  was  edimated  too  on  the 
further  fuppofition  that  we  might  be  difappointed  in  the  endeavours 
we  were  then  exerting  to  borrow  money,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  of  courfe  that  the  whole  mud  be  fupplied  by  taxes.  ^  Loans  how¬ 
ever  were  obtained,  and  the  furplus  increaled  by  this  fecond  cauie. 
A  third  circumdance  has  further  enlarged  it.  The  payments  on  this 
requifition  have  been  fmall  and  dow.  Hence,  indead  of  money,  thole 
who  ferved  and  fupplied  the  United  States  have  received  certificates 
only  that  money  is  due  to  them,  and  thefe  debts  have  been  transferred 
to  the  fund  propoled  to  be  railed  by  way  ot  impod  .  to  that,  tho  thv^ 
debts  exid,  they  are  removed  from  this  to  another  fund.  To  know 
then  the  amount  of  this  furplus,  the  committee  extended  their  enqui¬ 
ries  to  the  fums  adually  received  under  this  requifition,  the  purpofes 
to  which  they  have  been  applied,  and  anticipations  thereof  dill  unfa- 
tisfied.  They  found  that  1,486,511.71  only  of  the  8,000,000  of 
dollars  had  been  received  at  the  treafury  at  the  dole  of  the  year  17  83  ; 
that  thefe  had  been  applied  to  the  fervices  ot  the  years  17  82  and  17 bo, 
and  that  for  other  fervices  of  the  fame  years,  debts  were  contracted 
to  the  amount  of  about  1,000,000  of  dollars  more,  which  depend  for 
their  difcharge  on  further  receipts  under  this  requifition.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  then  are  of  opinion,  that  a  furplus  of  5,5  1  b,'*88.28  dollai  swill 
remain  of  this  requifition  after  anfwering  all  the  demands  which  ac¬ 
tually  a  role  againd  it,  which  were  not  anfwered  by  other  means,  nor 
transferred  to  other  funds  ;  and  that  this  furplus  ought  to  be  applied 
fo  far  as  it  will  go  to  the  common  purpofes  of  the  United  States,  fo 
as  to  prevent  new  requilitions  on  them  till  the  old  lhall  have  been  ex- 
liauded,  and  to  diew  to  thofe  who  may  have  paid  their  whole  quota  of 
any  requifition,  that  they  will  not  be  called  on  anew  till  all  the  other 
dates  lhall  in  like  manner  have  paid  up  their  quotas. 

Your  committee  found  alio  that  there  was  a  requifition  of  Congrefs 
of  October  16,  1782,  for  2,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  fervices  of  the 
year  1783,  on  which  fome  fmall  payments  had  been  tendered,  but  that 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  had  found  it  better  to  receive  and  credit 
them  as  part  of  the  8,000,000.  They  are  accordingly  comprehended 
in  the  fum  before  dated  to  have  been  paid  in  under  that  head. 

Having  thus  dated  the  demands  exiding  againd  the  dates,  the  com¬ 
mittee  would  have  performed  but  half  their  duty,  had  they  palled  over, 
unnoticed,  their  condition  to  pay  them.  1  heir  abilities  mud  be  mea- 
fured  in  weighing  their  burthens.  I  heir  creditors  themfelves  will 
view  them  jud  relieved  from  the  ravages  ot  predatory  armies,  returning 
from  an  attendance  on  camps,  to  the  culture  of  their  fields  ;  beginning 
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S^'bf«r  yfl  ,havjng  reaPed  ;  exaufled  of  neceffaries  and  habi. 
ceeds  of  their  T,'l  therel°re  need*ng  new  fupplies  out  of  the  firft  pro- 

^  tlicii  labour •  rorhp^rcinrp  tiu^n  4- ^  ^ 

n  •  r  1  Jcdi  ance  tiien,  to  a.  certain  decree  will 

r^mV  n'f  :,hr“fcd"i,^edil>'"6l“”^I“«‘= 

r  ■  ’  luppole  both  parties  deHrous  that  their  mutual 

'*  ,!ons.  lould  be  coulidered  and  accommodated.  Your  committee 

,J  °J7ooo  000  !  ‘I,  I”016  bala,11CCS  °f  the  tW°  requifidonfof 

the  con  fe'ot  ;  be  ng°r°ufly  cal!ed  illt0  P^ent  within 

tluce  much  did  V  '"l  ^’r  comPhance  with  fuch  call  would  pro- 
uch  didieis  ;  and  that  fome  term  fhort  of  this  fliould  be  fixed 

T’  wit  Hn  *he  rtL‘ach  the  leaH  as  well  as  of  the  mod  able  dates 
i  hey  propo.e  therefore,  that  the  Hates  be  required  to  furnifh,  within 

the  ,te  d  V  1  re<..Prdel,t  yea''’  rU"h  part.  of  their  deficiencies  under 
the  1  It  v‘  ,0n  °!i  u,0°°’000>  as>  Wltb  their  payments  to  the  clofe  of 

that  t|ir  ’  W‘  ralke  Up  ^tllSof  their  original  quota  thereof:  and 
1  rS4  h  r  paJnients  be  appropriated  to  the  fervices  of  the  prefent  vear 
•  .  ’  contoi  mity  with  the  datement  in  the  drd  part  of  this  renort 

fevenl  Ob"'?  ""‘T  aCcommodatio”  can»°t  bc  effected  among  the 

arranl  1  ■  f’  actordinS  t0  -tbe  order  in  which  they  are 

ai ranged  in  tbe  laid  datement.  ^ 

Rut  while  this  proportion  of  former  deficiencies  is  of  neceffitv  cal 

nor  dehv  the1  ’e  °F  d|fma"ds  which  wi»  admi‘  "either  denial 

nordela;,  the  committee  mull  acknowledge  that  even  the  punftual 

compliance  expected  from  all  the  Hates  will  not  effedt  completely  all 

f  dlvT  °Mthe,,r  P;erd"’g  T°  accompli fh  thefe  per. 

Ihofe’inh  e"jbj  rtl,e.  ,fede,ral  adminiftration  to  fulfil  the  whok  of 
„  °  J  1  a!,d  del) table  objects,  they  wi(h  earneftly  and  warmly  to 
coinage  the  abler  Hates  to  go  as  far  beyond  this  proportion  as  their 

PpRI  {'.tUdtl0n  wul  admit,  under  an  alTurance  that  their  further 
contributions  will  be  applied  towards  reducing  the  intereft  and  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  public  debt,  and  will  be  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  next 
reqmfitions,  with  intereft  thereon  from  the  time  of  payment. 

ndividual  dates  have  at  times  thought  it  hard  that  while,  in  their 
own  opinion,  they  were  in  advance  for  the  United  States  on  accounts 
e— Hmg  and  unfettled  between  them,  they  fhould  yet  be  called  on  to 
iuniilh  aftual  contributions  of  money.  The  committee  obferve  in 
anfvver  to  this,  firft,  that  almoft  every  ftate  thinks  itfelf  in  advance  ■ 
And  fecondly,  that  it  has  been  the  conftant  wifh  of  Congrefs  that 
thcle  accounts  fhould  he  fettled,  and  the  contributions  of  each  be 
known  and  credited.  They  have  accordingly  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  dates  to  effea  thefe  fettlements  :  And  as  a  further  encourage- 
ment  to  haften  this  defirable  work,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  Con- 
giels  mould  declare,  that  lo  foon  as  thefe  accounts  fliall  be  all  fettled 
eind  it  (ball  appear  in  favor  of  what  Hates  balances  arife,  fuch  Hates 
Ilian  have  credit  for  the  fame  in  the  requifitions  next  enfuing. 

,  But  it  will  he  necelTary  alfo  to  remind  the  Hates,  that  no  materials 
have  yet  been  furnilhed  to  enable  Congrefs  to  adjuH  the  ultimate 
ratio  m  which  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war  /hall  be  apportioned 
on  the  Hates.  J  he  confederation  directs  that  this  {hall  be  regulated 
by  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  feveral  Hates  with  the  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon.  Experiments  made,  however,  fince  the  date 
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of  that  inftrument,  for  the  purpofes  of  ordinary  taxation,  had  induced 
doubts  as  to  the  pradicability  of  this  rule  of  apportionment  ;  yet 
Congrefs  thought  it  their  duty  to  give  it  fair  trial,  and  recommended 
to  the  feveral  Hates  on  the  17th  ot  February,  1783,  to  furnilh  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  lands,  buildings  and.  number  ot  inhabitants,  whereon 
they  might  proceed  to  eftimate  their  relpective  quotas  :  but  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  incompetence  ot  the  rule  would  immediately  Ihew 
itfelf,  and  defirous  that  no  time  fnould  be  unneceffarily  loft,  they  fol¬ 
lowed  it  with  another  recommendation  ot  the  18th  of  April,  1783,to 
fubftitute  in  lieu  of  that  article  in  the  confederation  another,  which 
fhould  make  the  number  of  inhabitants,  under  certain  modifications, 
the  meafure  of  contribution  for  each  (late.  Both  thefe  propofttions 
are  ftill  under  reference  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  ;  the  latter  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  earned:  wifhes  and  preference  ot  Congrefs,  under  full 
convidion  that  it  will  be  found  in  event  as  equal,  more  latisiactory, 
and  more  eafy  of  execution  :  The  former  only  prelfed  it  the  other 
fhould  be  rejeded  :  The  committee  are  informed,  that  the  Rates  of 
Connedicut,  New'-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and  South-Carolina,  have 
acceded  to  the  alteration  propofed  ;  but  have  no  evidence  that  the 
other  Rates  have  as  yet  decided^thereon.  And  it  is  neceftary  that 
the  one  or  the  other  meafure  fhould  be  immediately  reforted  to,  they 
are  of  opinion  it  fhould  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  which 
have  not  yet  decided  between  them,  to  come  to  decinon  at  their  next 
meeting. 

In  order  to  prefent  to  the  eye  a  general  view  of  the  feveral  exiit- 
ing  requifttions,  and  of  the  payments  made  under  them,  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  fubjoined  them  in  the  form  of  a  table,  wherein  the  1ft: 
column  enumerates  the  Rates  ;  the  2d  the  appointment  ot  the 
1,200,000  dollars;  the  3d  that  of  the  8,000,000;  the  4th  that  of 
the  2,000,000  ;  the  5th  the  fums  paid  by  the  feveral  Rates  in  part  of 
their  refpedlive  quotas  to  the  laft  day  of  the  year  17  83  ;  and  the  6th 
the  fums  now  required  to  make  up  three  fourths  of  their  refpedlive 
quotas  of  the  8,000,000,  expreffed  in  dollars,  tenths  and  hundredths 
of  dollars. 
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It  remained  ladly  to  confider,  whether  no  facilities  might  be  given 
to  the  payment  of  thefe  fums  by  the  feveral  dates.  The  committee 
obferved,  that  of  the  purpofes  for  which  money  is  wanting,  about  a 
moiety  can  be  anfwered  by  nothing  but  money  itfelf ;  but  that  the 
other  moiety,  confiding  of  intered  on  our  domeftic  debt,  may  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  procuring  a  difcount  of  the  demand  in  the  hands  of  the  hold¬ 
ers  ;  an  operation  which  will  be  fhorter,  and  lets  impoverifhing  to  the 
date.  And  however,  in  times  of  greater  plenty,  the  accuracy  of  fifcal 
adminidration  might  require  all  tran factions  to  be  in  adual  money,  at 
the  treafury  itfelf;  yet  till  our  condituents  fiiall  have  had  fome  refpite 
from  their  late  difficulties,  it  behoves  us  to  prefer  their  eafement. 
The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  feveral  legiflatures 
may  be  admitted  fo  to  model  the  collection  of  the  fums  now  called 
for,  as  that,  the  one  half  being  paid  in  aCtual  money,  the  other  may 
be  difcharged  by  procuring  dilcounts  of  intered  with  our  domedic  cre¬ 
ditors  ;  only  taking  care  that  the  collection  of  money  fhall  proceed 
at  lead  in  equal  fpace  with  the  operations  of  difcount.  And  to  afcer- 
tain  the  evidence  of  difcount  which  diall  be  receivable  in  lieu  of  mo¬ 
ney,  the  holders  of  loan-office  certificates  11a all  be  at  liberty  to  carry 
them  to  the  office  from  which  they  i{fued  ;  and  the  holders  of  certifi¬ 
cates  and  of  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  the 
fame  to  the  loan-office  of  that  date  wherein  the  debt  was  contraded, 
and  to  have  the  intered  due  thereon,  fettled  and  certified  to  the  1  aft 
day  of  the  year,  1783  :  for  which  intered,  the  loan-office  diall  give  a 
certificate  in  fuch  form,  and  under  fuch  cautions  and  indruCtions,  as 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  diall  tranfmit  to  him  :  which  certificates 
of  intered  being  parted  with  by  the  holder  of  the  principal,  diall  be. 
deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  fatisfadion  for  the  fame,  and 
therefore  diall  be  receivable  from  the  bearer,  within  the  fame  date, 
in  lieu  of  money  in  the  proportion  before  dated.  And  where  loan- 
office  certificates,  iffued  after  the  fird  day  of  March,  1778,  diall  be 
prefented  to  the  loan-officer,  they  diall  be  reduced  to  their  fpecie 
value,  according  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  June  28,  1780,  that 
fpecie  value  exprefled  on  fome  part  of  the  certificate,  and  the  intered 
thereon  fettled  and  certified  as  in  other  cafes. 

The  report  of  a  committee  on  the  fubjed  of  wedern  territory,  hav¬ 
ing  been  referred  to  the  grand  committee,  they  have  had  the  fame  un¬ 
der  their  confideration,  and  agreed  to  the  following  report  : 

Congrefs  by  their  refolution  of  September  6,  1 780,  having  thought 
it  advileable  to  prefs  upon  the  dates  having  claims  to  the  wedern  coun¬ 
try,  a  liberal  lurrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  claims  :  by  that 
of  the  10th  of  Odober,  in  the  fame  year,  having  fixed  conditions  to 
which  the  union  diould  be  bound,  on  receiving  fuch  ceffions  :  And  hav- 
ing  again  propofed  the  fame  fubjed  to  thofe  dates  in  their  addrefs  of 
April  18th,  1783,  wherein,  dating  the  national  debt,  and  expreffing 
their  reliance  for  its  difcharge,  on  the  profped  of  vacant  territory,  in 
aid  of  other  relources,  they,  for  that  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  obviate  dila- 
greeable  controverfies  and  confudons,  included  in  the  fame  recom¬ 
mendations,  a  renewal  of  thofe  of  September  the  6th,  and  of  Odober 
the  loth,  1780;  which  feveral  recommendations  have  not  yet  been 
filially  complied  with  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  fame  fubjedbe  again  presented  to  the  attention 
ot  the  faid  dates,  that  they  be  urged  to  confider  that  the  war  being 
now  brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  perfonal  fervices  of  our 
foldiers,  the  lupplies  of  property  by  our  citizens,  and  loans  of  money 
from  them  as  well  as  from  foreigners  ;  thefe  feveral  creditors  have  a 
right  to  exped  that  funds  lhall  be  provided  on  which  they  may  rely  for 
indemnification  ;  that  Congrefs  (fill  confider  vacant  territory  as  a  capi¬ 
tal  refource  ;  that  this  too  is  the  time  when  our  confederacy,  with  all 
the  territory  included  within  its  limits,  Ihould  affume  its  ultimate  and 
permanent  form  :  And  that  therefore  the  faid  dates  be  earnedly  pref- 
fed,  by  immediate  and  liberal  ceffions,  to  forward  thefe  neceffary  ends, 
and  to  remove  thofe  obdacles  which  didurb  the  harmony  of  the  union, 
which  embarrafs  its  councils,  and  obdrud  its  operations. 

On  the  quedion  to  refer  the  faid  report  to  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance  to  report  thereon,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr, 
Howell, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

No  rth-Ca  roll  na , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard,, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

M  r .  Pa  rtri dge , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Hove  ell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Miff, in, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read , 


no 

no 

no 

divided . 
divided . 
no 

no 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  MTIenry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 
that  the  fird  part  of  the  report,  from  the  word  u  Resolved, ,f  to  the 
words  and  figures  “  total,  5,480,203.33,”  inclufive  ;  together  with  the 
paragraphs  beginning  with  the  words,  “  in  order  to  prefent  to  the  eye, 
down  to  the  words,  “and  certified  as  in  other  cafes,”  inclufive,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  to  report. 

And  on  the  quedion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
M‘Henry, 
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New-  Ha  mpshi  re 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
Mew-Tor  k, 

New -Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carol  ina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Hick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr,  Spaight, 
Mr.  Read, 


no 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


)>no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Tuesdat ,  April  6,  1784. 

Gongrefs  affembled  :  Prelent  ten  ftates,  and  from  South-Carolina, 
Mr.  Read,  as  yefterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved,  That  another  commiffioner  be  appointed  in  addition  to 
thofe  appointed  by  the  ad  of  Gongrefs  of  the  4th  of  March  laft,  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  with  the  Indians  ;  and  that  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr, 
Jefferfon  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  November 
4th,  1783,  from  major-general  Greene. 

Resolved ,  That  in  confderation  of  the  high  price  of  all  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  in  the  foutbern  ftates,  while  major-general  Greene  com¬ 
manded  in  that  department,  his  account  be  credited  with  the  fum  of 
4045-^  dollars  ;  together  with  the  fum  of  38,591ft  dollars,  of  the  old 
paper  emiftions,  as  an  allowance  for  extra  expenfes,  above  the  fums  to 
■which  he  was  entitled  as  a  major-general  commanding  in  a  feparate 
department. 

Resolved,  That  the  comptroller  of  accounts,  do  place  to  the  credit 
of  major-general  Greene,  lately  commanding  the  army  of  the  United 
States  in  the  fouthern  department,  the  fum  of  £.329  :  6  :  3,  Virginia 
currency,  which  appears  by  the  affidavit  of  major  William  Pierce,  late 
aid-de-camp  to  general  greene,  to  have  been  ftolen  from  the  trunk  of 
major  Pierce,  while  the  public  money  was  in  his  cuftody. 

•  Gongrefs  took  into  confderation  the  report  of  a  committee,  com* 
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ih.ing  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Spaight,  to  whom  was  refer- 
ied  the  report  on  general  Greene’s  letter  of  7th  October,  17  83,  ref- 
pe cling  the  compen Cation  to  be  allowed  to  lieutenant-colonel  Mentges, 
as  in  pedor  ot  contrads  tor  the  iouthern  army  ;  and  the  refolution 
reported  by  the  committee  being  under  debate,  viz. 

1  hat  lieutenant-colonel  Mentges,  be  allowed  as  a  compenfation  for 
us  iervices,  as  infpedor  ot  contracts  for  the  fouthern  army,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  pay  as  an  officer  in  the  line,  the  fum  of  dollars  per 

month,  during  the  time  he  executed  that  office. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hand,  to  poft- 
pone  the  fame  in  order  to  take  into  confideration  the  following  motion  : 

1  hat  it  appears  that  lieutenant-colonel  Mentges  executed "the  office 
°  in  I pe dor  ot  contrads  to  the  fouthern  army,  by  order  of  major-ge- 
nei  al  Gieene,  under  the  authority  of  the  iuperintendant  of  finance, 
and  which  appointment  appears  to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  faid 
iuperintendant  actually  paying  two  months  pay  of  fuch  office  to  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Mentges  :  that  he  difcharged  the  duties  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  with  fidelity,  and  gave  great  fatisfaction  :  nor  is  there  any  li¬ 
mitation  in  the  refolve  of  the  7th  May,  1782,  to  prevent  the  duties 
of  that  office  being  executed  by  an  officer  in  the  line  :  Resolved 
there  foie,  that  lieutenant-colonel  Mentges  is  entitled  to  the  fum  of 

166f  dollars  per  month,  for  executing  the  duties  of  infpedor  of  con¬ 
tracts  to  the  fouthern  army 

,  And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


New- Humps  hi  re , 

Massachusetts , 
Rbodc-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 


Nortb'Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanc  bard, 
Mr,  Gerry, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sb  erman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  I)e  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mijjiin, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt , 

Mr.  Read, 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


divided . 


no 


^  divided \ 


Soutb-Carolina, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Ordered,  1  hat  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Resolved ,  That  the  pod-mader-general  take  order  for  difchargiog 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  pod-office,  the  account  of  Jonathan  Deare, 
and  Jofeph  Olden,  Efqrs;  amounting  to  £.  4  :  15/'.  for  their  difburle- 
ments  and  fervices,  in  making  enquiry  into  the  robbery  of  the  mail  at 
Princeton,  by  order  of  governor  Livingdon,  in  conformity  to  the  adl  of 
Congrefs  of  6th  January  lad. 

Wednesday  April  7,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefen t  as  yederday. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  another 
commiffioner,  in  addition  to  thofe  appointed  on  the  4th  of  March  lad, 
to  negociate  with  the  Indians  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Philip  Schuyler  was  elected. 

— - —mesiSEa  - - 

TnuRSDAr,  April  8,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled:  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffacbufetts, 
Ehode-Idand,  Conne&icut,  New^-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl vania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

The  delegates  for  the  date  of  New-Jerfey  laid  before  Congrefs  ail 
ad  paffed  by  the  legillature  of  that  date  the  17th  June,  1783,  enti¬ 
tled,  “  An  ad  to  authorize  the  delegates  reprefenting  this  date  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  to  ratify  an  alteration  in  one  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  confederation,”  in  the  following  words  : 

u  Whereas  it  has  been  recommended  by  Congrefs  to  the  feveral 
dates  in  the  union,  to  authorize  their  refpedive  delegates  to  fubfcribe 
and  ratify  an  alteration  in  the  eighth  of  the  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union  ;  and  as  the  reafons  urged  by  Congrefs  appear  to 
make  the  alteration  recommended  neceffary  ;  therefore, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enaded  by  the  council  and  general  affembly  of  this 
date,  and  it  is  hereby  enaded  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  That  fo 
much  of  the  eighth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union, 
between  the  thirteen  dates  of  America,  as  is  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit:  “  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenfes  that 
fhall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fhall  be  defrayed 
out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  diall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  dates, 
in  proportion  to  the  value  ol  all  land  within  each  date,  granted  to  or 
furveyed  for  any  perlon  as  fucli  land  and  the  buildings  and  improve¬ 
ments  thereon,  fiiall  be  edimated  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  diredt  and 
appoint,”  (hall  be,  and  the  lame  is  hereby  revoked  and  made  void,  fo 
far  as  the  fame  extended  to  this  date. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enadled,  that  it  fiiall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  delegates  reprefenting  this  date  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  part  of  the  faid  indrument  of  union,  and  in  place  of  the  part 
revoked  and  made  void  as  aforefaid,  to  wit :  “  That  all  charges  of  war, 
and  all  other  expenfes  that  have  been  or  fiiall  be  incurred  for  the  com¬ 
mon  defence  oi  gencial  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in 
{Jongrels  affembled,  except  lo  far  as  fiiall  be  otherwife  provided  for, 
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fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury,  which  (hall  be  fupplied 
by  the  feveral  hates,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  white  and 
other  tree  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  every  age,  lex  and  condition,  in- 
cl tiding  thole  bound  to  fervitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and  three-fifths 
of  all  other  perfons  not  comprehended  in  the  foregoing  defcription,  ex- 
cept  Indians  not  paying  taxes  in  each  hate,”  which  Laid  alteration,  when 
io  fublcribed  and  ratified,  fhall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  as  fufficient 
and  valid  tor  the  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  as  the  part  herein  before 
revoked  and  made  void,  was  or  ought  to  have  been  before  the  revo¬ 
cation  and  difannulling  thereof. 

Alfo  an  ad  patted  the  1  1th  of  June,  1788,  entitled,  “  An  aa  to 
authorize  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled,  to  levy  a  duty  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandize  imported  into  this  Rate,  from  any  fo- 
leign  port,  ifland  or  plantation,  and  for  the  appropriation  thereof.” 

And  an  aa  palled  the  20th  December,  1  783,  entitled,  “  An  aR  for 
railing  a  revenue  of  £.  3  1 ,259  :  5/.  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  25  years, 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  intereh  and  principal  of  debts  due  from 
the  United  States,  agreeably  to  a  recommendation  of  Congrefs  of  the 
18th  day  ot  April,  1783,  and  tor  appropriating  the  fame.” 

The  above  three  aas  being  patted  purfuant  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  18th  April,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Gerry  and 
Mr.  Read,  to  whom  Avere  referred  a  letter  of  13th  March,  from  the 

fuperintendant  of  finance,  and  one  of  1 9th  March,  from  the  marine 
office. 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  be  directed  to  make  fale,  at 
public  auction,  of  the  fliip  Wafhington,  for  loan-office  certificates,  or 
certificates  for  other  liquidated  debts  due  from  the  United  States  ;  that 
previous  to  the  fale,  the  time,  place  and  conditions  thereof  be  adverti- 
fed  two  months. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  fuperintend- 
nnt  of  finance  in  iffuing  notes  for  the  payment  of  the  fums  ordered  to 
general  Armand,  and  fundry  other  French  officers. 

Friday,  April  9,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Conne&icut,  New-York,  New-Jerfcy,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  ;  and  "from  South-Carolina, 
Mr.  Read. 


- — • oanS2»  ^3®*— — - 

Saturday,  April  10,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, Rhode- 
Ifland,  Conne&icut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia  ;  and  from  the  Rate  of  North-Carolina,  Mr.  Williamfon. 

- -*«8s&<SS,<rasr*~ - 

Monday,  April  12,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampffiire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Conne&icut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  hate  of  North- 
Carolina,  Mr.  Williamfon. 

Congrefs  refumrd  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
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appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congrefs  the  arrears  of  intereft  on 
the  national  debt,  together  with  the  intered  and  expenfes  for  the  year 
1784,  from  the  fird  to  the  lad;  day  thereof  inclufive,  and  a  requifition 
of  money  on  the  dates,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JefFerfon,  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Lee,  in  that  part  where  it  is  propofed,  “  that  the  dates 
be  required  tofurnilli  within  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  fuch  part 
of  their  deficiencies  under  the  requidton  of  8,000,000,  as  with  their 
payments  to  the  dole  of  the  lad  year,  will  make  up  |-ths  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  quota  thereof  that  “  -|ths”  be  druck  out,  and  in  lieu  thereof, 
u  one  half”  inferted  :  And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this  amend¬ 
ment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


New-Hampshi  re, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York) 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

No  rtb ‘Carolina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  poster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Elleiy , 

Mr.  Howell^ 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Be  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Hand , 

M  r .  M‘  He  n  ry , 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


divided • 

ay 

no 

divided • 


So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
to  drike  out  the  words  u  -|ths,”  and  in  lieu  thereof,  infert  u  -|ths 
And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


New -Hampshire,  Mr.  Foster ,  no\ 

Mr.  Blanchard,  ay  y 

Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Gerry ,  ay  ? 

Mr.  Partridge,  ay  ^ 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay\ 

Mr.  Howell ,  ay  y 

Connecticut ,  Mr.  Sherman,  ay  ) 

Mr.  Wadsworth ,  no  y 

New-Torh,  Mr.  Be  Witt,  ay  l 

Mr.  Paine,  ay  \ 


divided . 

ay 

ay 

divided , 

ay 
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New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Alary  l  and, 

Virginia, 


No  rtb-Carolina, 
Soutb-Carulina , 


Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Pick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

M  r.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


no 


- no 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fofter^ 
to  re-conlider  the  firft  motion,  to  flrike  out  “  three-fourths,”  and  in- 
fert  one-half  which  being  agreed  to,  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to 
this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


New- Ha  mpsh  i  re 
Alassachusctts , 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut , 
New-York, 

New -Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Alaryland, 

Virginia, 

Nortb-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  A  L  Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Alunroe, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay\ 

ay  5 

ay  ) 

aj\ 

no  ) 

ay$ 

ay\ 

no  y 

ay\ 

ay) 

ay) 

ay  5 

no  ^ 
no  5 


ay 

ay 

divided « 
divided . 
ay 
ay 
no 


So  it, was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Tuesday,  April  13,  1784. 

CongrefsafTembled:  Prefent,New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts,Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Nortb-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  con- 
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filling  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was 
re-committed  their  report  on  a  letter  of  24th  March,  from  major-ge¬ 
neral  baron  Steuben,  together  with  the  report  of  a  committee  ref- 
petting  him  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  30th  December,  1782,  and 
the  fir  ft  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  being  amended  to  read 
as  follows  : 

“  That  the  refignation  of  baron  Steuben,  late  infpe&or-general  and 
major-general,  be  accepted  ;  and  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance 
take  order  for  paying  him  13,000  dollars,  as  a  compenfation  for  the 
facrifices  he  made  when  he  entered  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
exclufive  of  all  fums  due  to  him  as  an  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States. 

A  motion  wras  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to  poft- 
pone  the  confideration  of  the  faid  refolution,  in  order  to  take  up  the 
following  : 

Whereas  major-general  baron  Steuben,  at  the  inftance  of  the  friends 
of  America,  and  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  minifters  of 
the  United  States  in  France,  did  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1777, 
come  over  to  America,  and  producing  the  moft  honorable  teftimonials 
of  his  military  rank  and  abilities,  did  proffer  his  fervices  to  Congrefs, 
declaring  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  not  make  any  previous  ftipu- 
lations  for  a  reward,  but  would  leave  it  to  be  determined  by  Congrefs, 
after  they  ftiould  have  proofs  and  experience  of  his  merit  and  fervices. 
And  whereas  the  abilities  and  zeal  of  that  meritorious  officer,  in  the 
department  of  infpecftor-general,  have  been  the  principal  caufe  of  in¬ 
troducing  and  perfecting  difeipline  in  our  army,  and  eftablifhing  fuch 
a  fyftem  of  ceconomy  as  produced  an  extraordinary  reduction  of  ex- 
penfes  :  Resolved, ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  directed  to 
iffue  Securities  bearing  an  annual  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  and  payable 
as  other  debts  due  to  the  army,  to  the  faid  major-general  baron  Steu¬ 
ben,  to  the  amount  of  45,000  dollars,  in  full  of  all  Turns  due  to  him  for 
pay,  arrearages  of  pay,  rations,  fubliftence,  half-pay  or  commutation, 
and  of  all  other  demands  for  fervices  and  facrifices  in  the  caufe  of 
the  United  States. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  direCled  to  advance  in  fpecie 
to  the  faid  baron  Steuben,  the  fum  of  in  part  payment  of 

the  preceding  refolve  :  And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  pur- 
pole  above-mentioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


JSfe  'iv-Ha  mpsb  ire} 

Mr. 

Foster , 

no  2 

-  no 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

no  ^ 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

qy) 

;  ay 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

qy$ 

Rhode -Island, 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

no  ) 

■  no 

Mr. 

Howell , 

no  S 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

no  2 

-  no 

Mr. 

Wadsworth , 

no  \ 

New-Tork , 

Mr. 

De  Witt , 

no  } 

•  no 

Mr. 

Paine , 

no  } 

New-Jersej /, 

Mr. 

Beatty , 

no  I 

-  no 

Mr. 

Dick , 

no  \ 

.  IX. 

M 
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Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ayl 

\ 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay 

fay 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay  J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 

ay} 

:  ay 

« 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay\ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay" 

) 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay 

ray 

Mr.  Monroe , 

ay  ^ 

North  •Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

no  ( 

ay\ 

>  divided • 

South -Carolina , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay] 
no  [ 

>  divided . 

So  the  queflion  was  loll. 

- - 

JVednesdat ,  April  14,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  Hates  as  yeHercIay. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Beatty,  Mr.  Hand 
and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  an  account  of  capt.  Gaffaway, 

Resolved ,  That  fix  dollars  per  day  be  allowed  to  capt.  John  Gafla- 
way,  for  30  days,  the  time  he  was  employed  in  carrying  public  dif- 
patches  to  Virginia,  in  full  for  his  fervices,  horfe-hire  and  other  ex- 
penfes,  and  that  the  amount  thereof  be  charged  on  the  revenue  of  the 
pod-office. 

The  delegates  for  the  Hate  of  Pennfylvania,  laid  before  Congrefs, 
an  a  61  palled  purfuant  to  the  a£t  of  Congrefs  of  the  18th  April,  1783, 
by  the  legiilature  of  that  Hate,  on  the  c23d  September,  1783,  entitled, 
“  An  a 61  for  levying  a  duty  on  certain  enumerated  articles,  and  an 
impoH  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  other  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  imported  into  this  Hate,  and  a  tax  upon  real  and  per- 
fonal  property,  for  the  difcharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  agreeable  to  acts  of  Congrefs  therein  recited,  and  for  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

The  delegates  of  the  Hate  of  Rhode  JHand  and  Providence  Planta¬ 
tions,  having  informed  Congrefs,  that  the  legiflature  of  faid  Hate,  at 
their  fedion  in  February  laH,  palled  the  following  refolutions,  to  wit  : 
“  Resolved ,  That  the  delegates  of  this  Hate  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
inflru&ed  to  ufe  their  influence  to  obtain  a  recefs  of  Congrefs,  as  foon 
as  the  national  bufinefs  will  poflibly  admit. 

It  is  further  voted,  that  the  delegates  of  this  Hate  requefled  that 
honorable  body,  to  adjourn  and  convene  at  Rhode-llland  in  the  courfe 
of  the  next  year,  or  as  foon  as  may  be  convenient  ;  and  that  Congrefs 
be  informed,  that  if  the  aforefaid  requefl  fhall  be  acceded  to,  this  Hate 
will  prepare  fuitable  buildings  for  their  accommodation.”  And  there¬ 
upon  moved, 

That  on  the  2  6th  day  of  May  next,  the  prefident  adjourn  this  Con¬ 
grefs  until  the  26th  day  of  October  next,  then  to  meet  at  Newport, 
in  the  Hate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  if  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  members  to  form  a  houfe,  lliould  not  then  meet,  that 
all  the  bufinefs  before  this  Congrefs  unfinifhed  at  the  time  of  faid  ad¬ 
journment,  be  referred  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs,  who  fhall  be 
affembled  at  faid  Newport,  on  the  HrH  Monday  in  November  next. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JefFerfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hardy,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words  u  then  to  meet  at  Newport,  in  the  bate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,”  and  afterwards  the  words  u  at 
faid  Newport”  :  And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  {land  ?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no  3 

•  no 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no  5 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no  ) 

-  no 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no  5 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay\ 

■  qy 

Mr.  Howell, 

ayS 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no  } 

* 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no  \ 

-  no 

New-York , 

Mr.  He  Witt, 

no  } 

Mr.  Paine , 

no  ^ 

~  no 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

no  } 

-  77/1 

Mr.  Hick , 

no  } 

HU 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

nol 

i 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

no 

>  no 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

no) 

1 

Maryland , 

no  \ 

r*  * 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

no"'] 

[ 

Mr.  Hardy, 

no  \ 

^ >no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no  | 

Mr.  Monroe, 

noj 

1 

North-Car  olina. 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaighi , 

no  } 

i 

no  J 

►  no 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

no  } 

Mr.  Beresford , 

no  ] 

-  no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  feconded  by  Mr*. 
Hand,  in  lieu  of  the  words  ftruck  out,  to  infert  “  to  meet  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  :”  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no 

New-York , 

Mr.  He  Witty 

no 

Mr.  Paine , 

no 

New -Jersey , 

Mr. 

no 

Mr.  Hick, 

no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

ay 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay 

Mr#  Hand, 

V 
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Maryland , 


Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  M‘ Henry, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  patTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  feconded  by  Mr.  M‘Hen- 
ry,  to  podpone  the  further  confideration  of  the  motion  under  debate, 
in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : 

That  the  dates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  be  informed,  that  provi¬ 
ded  they  will  advance  the  United  States  pounds,  for  the  ere&ing 

the  neceffary  buildings  for  the  reception  of  Congrefs  at  or  near  George¬ 
town,  at  the  falls  of  Patowmack,  it  (hall  be  allowed  them  in  the  re- 
quilitions  made  on  them  for  the  year  by  the  United  States  in 

Congrefs  aflembled. 

And  on  the  quedion  to  podpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Foster, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-Tork, 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North-Car  olina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Be  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


no 


divided . 


no 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  pa{fed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  JefFerfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mon- 
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72  0 

no 
no 
no 
no  ^ 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


roe5  in  lieu  of  the  words  flruck  out,  to  infert  u  Alexandria  And  on 
the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr. 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  my  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  in 
lieu  of  the  words  flruck  out,  to  infert  u  to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  the  (late 
of  New-Jerfey,  agreeably  to  their  acl  of  the  2  111  of  October  lad:” 
And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


ay 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mps  hire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut, 

•  \ 

New-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Car  olina , 


no  ^ 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

<y'l 

ay  ^ay 

ay  f  J 
ay J 
no  ' 
no 
no 
no 


} 

} 


no 


no 


no 


New -  Ha  mpsh  i  re , 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

°y 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge, 

ay 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

ay 

New-Tork , 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

ay 

Mr.  Paine , 

ay 

New- Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

ay 

Mr.  Dick,  ‘ 

ay 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

ay 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

Mr.  Hand , 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


>  °y 

j 
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Maryland, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

no') 

Mr.  Stone, 

no  >  720 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Chase , 

no  1 

Mr.  Jefferson, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

1 

>no 
no  j 

4 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Monroe, 

no  j 

North-Car  olina, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

£  divided . 
no  S 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 

J 

no  } 

>  720 

710  3 

was  refolved  in  the 

affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  for  a  further  amend¬ 
ment,  by  adding*  immediately  alter  the  words  inferted,  thefe  words,  to 
wit,  “  provided  a  committee  of  the  dates  fliall  have  been  previoudy 
condituted.”  On  this  amendment  the  previous  quedion  was  moved 
by  the  date  of  Madachufetts,  feconded  by  the  date  of  New-Jerfey  ; 
and  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  previous  quedion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight, 


New- II a  mpsh  ire 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York) 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia, 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

M  r .  Pa  r  t  r  idge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
M r.  Hand , 

Mr.  Mi  Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

Yuursdav,  April  15,  1784. 

Congrcfs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  dates  as  yederday. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  letter  of 
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the  24th  March,  from  major-general  baron  Steuben  ;  and  thereupon, 
Resolved ,  That  the  refignation  of  baron  Steuben,  late  infpe&or-ge- 
neral  and  major-general,  be  accepted. 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Gongrefs  affembled,  be  given 
to  baron  Steuben,  for  the  great  zeal  and  abilities  he  has  difcovered  in 
the  difcharge  of  the  leveral  duties  of  his  offi.ce  ;  that  a  gold  hilted  fword 
be  prefented  to  him.  as  a  mark  of  the  high  lenfe  Congrels  entertain  of 
his  character  and  fervices,  and  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take 


order  for  procuring  the  fame. 

That  the  proper  officers  proceed  to  the  liquidation  of  monies  due 
from  the  United  States,  to  major-general  baron  Steuben  ;  that  the  fu¬ 
perintendant  of  finance  report  to  Gongrefs  his  opinion  of  the  mod  Ipee- 
dy  and  efficacious  means  of  procuring  and  paying  the  lame  either  here 
or  in  Europe. 

That  baron  Steuben  be  allured,  that  Gongrefs  will  adopt  thefe  or 
fuch  others  as  fhall  appear  moll  proper  and  effiedlual,  for  doing  him  that 
juftice  which  the  peculiarity  of  his  cafe  authorizes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  that 
the  fum  of  10,000  dollars  be  pVefented  to  baron  Steuben,  for  which 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  will  take  order,  on  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Wadfworth, 


Neva -Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge, 

ay 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no 

New-Tork , 

Mr.  De  Witty 

ay 

Mr.  Paine , 

ay 

New- Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

ay 

Mr.  Dick, 

ay 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ay 

Mr.  Hand , 

ay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M'Henry , 

ay 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 

ay 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay 

North-Car  otina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 

Mr.  Beresforcl, 

ay 

no 


qy 


no 


no 


ay 


av 


ay 


ay 


ay 


divided . 


°y 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr. ’Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
that  the  fum  of  8000  dollars  be  prefented  to  baron  Steuben  ;  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Wadfworth, 

Ne  vo -Ha  mpsb  ire. 


Massachusetts , 


Mr.  Foster, 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

no 


ay 
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Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New -York, 
Ncw-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

JVb  rth-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  /)£>  JP/ff, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  imme¬ 
diately  advancing  to  baron  Steuben,  on  account,  the  fum  of  10,000 
dollars. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
fey  Mr.  Ellery, 


New-Hampshi  re , 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 

New-Yorh , 

Mr.  07ff, 

Mr.  Paine , 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand, 

Maryland , 

M  r .  if He nry , 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Mercer , 

Virginia , 

iVo  r  t  b -  Carol  in  a , 

Mr.  Williamson) 

— 

Mr.  Spaight, 

South-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford) 

So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Ger¬ 
ry  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th 
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March,  from  major-general  baron  Steuben,  late  infpe&or-general,  in¬ 
forming  that  he  had  appointed  major  North,  infpe&or  to  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  general  Knox. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  and  confirm  the  appointment 
of  major  William  North,  as  infpe&or  to  the  troops  remaining  in  the 
fervice  and  pay  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Wadi  worth, 

New -Hampshire,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Massachusetts ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Rhode-Island ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticut ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

New-York,  Mr. 

Mr. 

New- Jersey,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Maryland ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

North -Carolina ,  Mr. 

Mr. 

South -Carolina,  Mr. 

Mr. 

So  it  was  refolded  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Beatty 
and  Mr.  M‘Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Philip  Strubing, 
a  citizen  of  Geneva,  and  late  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons,  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States  ; 

Resolved ,  That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  be  iflued  to  lieutenant  Philip  Strubing,  late  of  Van 
Heer’s  corps. 

Resolved ,  That  the  inflru&ion  of  the  22d  January  lad,  to  thefuperin- 
tendant  of  finance,  in  favor  of  certain  foreign  officers,  be  confidered  by 
him  as  extending,  and  it  is  hereby  extended  to  lieutenant  Philip  Stru- 
bing,  late  of  Van  Heer’s  corps,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  letter  from 
major-general  Greene,  refpe&ing  colonel  Mentges  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved ,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Mentges  be  allowed  as  a  compen¬ 
sation  for  his  fervices  as  infpe&or  of  contra&s  for  the  fouthern  army, 
in  addition  to  his  pay  as  an  officer  in  the  line,  the  fum  of  110  dollars 
per  month,  during  the  time  he  executed  that  office. 

Vol.  IX.  N 


Foster , 
Blanchard , 
Gerry , 
Partridge* 
Ellery , 
Howell , 
Sherman , 
Wadsworth , 
De  Witt , 
Paine , 

Beatty , 

Dick , 

Mifflin, 

Montgomery, 

Hand, 

M6  Henry, 

Stone, 

Jefferson , 

Mercer, 

Williamson, 

Spaight, 

Read, 

Beresford, 


divided . 
ay 

divide  do 
no 

divide  da 
ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 
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On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  M ‘Henry 
and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  at 
war,  on  the  cafe  of  lieutenant  Jollibois; 

Resolved r,  1  hat  IVlr.  Jollibois  be  allowed  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant 
from  the  4th  of  Oftober,  1781,  to  the  3d  of  November,  1783  ;  and 
that  certificates  be  given  to  him  for  the  fame. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  of  Andrew 
Lytle,  and  fundry  papers  accompanying  the  fame  ; 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  laid  memorial  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  fu¬ 
perintendant  of  finance  to  report. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Beatty 
and  Mr.  Foder,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  16th  January,  from 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  as  agent  of  marine,  refpecling  a  claim 
of  captain  Greene  and  others  ; 

Resolved,  That  no  extra  allowance  be  made  to  naval- officers  who 
have  been  or  who  may  be  employed  on  courts-martial  in  the  date, 
where  they  re  fide  at  the  time  of  holding  the  fame,  or  where  the  fliips 
or  ved'els  of  war  to  which  they  belong,  did  or  may  lie  at  the  time  of 
their  being  fo  employed. 

That  the  agent  of  marine  report  to  Congrefs,  areafonable  allowance 
per  day  for  fuch  naval-officers,  as  have  been  or  (hall  be  employed  on 
courts-martial  out  of  the  dates  of  their  refidence,  or  in  a  date  where 
the  fliips  or  ved’els  of  war  to  which  they  were  or  may  be  attached,  did 
not  or  (hall  not  lie  at  the  time  of  their  being  fo  employed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Ellery  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  fuper¬ 
intendant  of  finance  of  the  6th  November  lad,  on  the  memorial  of  fun- 
dry  officers  late  in  the  department  of  the  ifiuing  commiffary  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  caule  the  accounts  of 
the  late  iffuing  commiffaries  to  be  fettled,  with  all  convenient  difpatch, 
after  the  fcveral  charges  diall  have  been  exhibited  againd  the  late  head 
of  the  department,  and  they  diall  have  delivered  in  their  returns,  books 
and  vouchers,  provided  they  diall,  when  the  fame  may  be  required,  con¬ 
firm,  by  oath,  the  accounts  of  iffues  which  they  may  exhibit ;  provided 
alfo,  that  before  any  certificates  diall  be  given  for  balances  that  may 
appear  due  to  any  of  the  laid  iffuing  commilfaries,  they  diall  give  fe- 
curity  equal  to  the  amount  of  fuch  certificate,  that  in  cafe  any  error 
diall  hereafter  appear  in  the  datement  of  their  accounts,  they  diall  be 
anfwerable  for  the  fame. 

On  the  report  of  faid  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memo¬ 
rial  of  James  Gamble,  late  deputy  commiffary  of  iffues,  touching  mo>- 
ney  dolen  ; 

Resolved ,  That  as  it  appears  that  2000  dollars  of  the  new  emiffion 
of  the  date  of  Rhode-Idand,  were  delivered  to  James  Gamble,  as  pay 
for  liimfelf  and  his  deputies,  and  that  the  faid  Gamble,  afterwards  con- 
fidered  the  greated  part  of  the  money  as  private  property,  belonging 
to  liimfelf  or  to  his  afiidants,  and  as  fuch  ordered  it  to  be  taken  to 
Iihode-1  d and,  and  there  negociated  for  fpecie,  the  requed  of  the  me¬ 
morial'll!  that  the  faid  money  be  not  charged  to  him,  cannot  be  granted. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee?  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery 
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and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  from  the  fuper- 
intendant  of  finance,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  refpedlmg  ceitihcates 
ifTued  from  the  treafury  office,  on  liquidated  debts  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  report  to  Congrefs,  the  form  of  a  concile  power  of  attor¬ 
ney,  to  be  u fed  by  the  refpedive  holders  in  transferring  fuch  certifi¬ 
cates,  and  alfo  the  mode  of  executing  fuch  power,  both  within  and 
without  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
B.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  J. 
Pierce,  pay-mafler-general  ; 

Resolved ,  That  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  Mr.  John  Pierce,  the 
pay-m after-general  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  150  dollars  per  month, 
be fules  the  rations  that  are  drawn  by  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

The  committee  further  reported,  that  Mr.  Pierce  be  allowed,  in 
confederation  of  his  additional  fervices  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  the 
army,  at  the  rate  of  100  dollars  per  month,  while  employed  in  that 
fervice. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Read, 

New-Hampshire ,  Mr.  Foster ,  no'l  ^ 

Mr.  Blanchard ,  no  5 

Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Gerry , 


Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell 9 
Mr.  S  her  many 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Flandy 
Mr.  M' Henry , 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


Rhode-Islandy 


>  divided . 
no  S 


Connecticut , 


New -Tor  ky 


New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvaniay 


Maryland , 
Virgin  idy 


divided . 


South -Carolina 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 


FniDATy  April  16,  1784. 


Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  (fates  as  yefterday. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  7th,  from  the  hon.  the  minify 


ter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  relative  to  the  late  baron  de  Kalb,  and 
colonel  Radiere,  and  to  lieutenant-colonels  Fleury  and  Gimat,  having 
reported  thereon  ; 
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Resolved,  That  the  laid  report  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance  to  take  order. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerrv,  Mr.  Tef- 
ferlon  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  13th  of 

Auguft,  from  his  mod  Chridian  majefty,  and  a  memorial  from  the 
lion,  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  ; 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  letter  reported  by  the  committee,  he  figned  by 
the  prelident,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
and  tianlmitted  to  his  mod  Chridian  majedy,  in  anfwer  to  his  letter 
accompanying  the  portraits  of  his  majedy  and  of  his  royal  confort, 
which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  prefent  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  prelident  inform  the  hon.  the  minifter  of  France, 
that  Congrefs  have  a  due  fenfe  of  the  care  which  he  has  taken  for 
preferring  the  portraits,  and  are  deftrous  that  they  may  continue  in 
his  pofleflion  until  proper  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

.  ^  'iat  a  letter  be  addrelTed  by  the  prefident  to  the  fupreme  execu¬ 
tives  of  the  feveral  Hates,  informing  them  of  the  intelligence  "com¬ 
municated  by  the  minifter  of  France,  to  wit,  “  That  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majedy  has  determined  that  L’Orient,  flxall  be  a  free  port,  and 
although  the  edift  is  not  publifhed,  may  be  fo  confidered  by  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States.  And  that  the  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  likewile  enjoy  the  liberty  of  frequenting  the  ports  of  Mar- 
leilles  and  Dunkirk,  and  participate,  as  other  nations,  the  franchifes 
and  privileges  ot  thefe  two  places.” 

That  the  minifter  oi  France,  in  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  9th  inftant, 
requeuing  to  know  what  meafures  had  been  taken  by  the  United 
.States,  relative  to  the  payments  of  the  portions  of  the  principal  and 
mtereft  of  the  loan  of  18,000,000  livres,  furnilhed  by  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  majedy,  and  alfo  of  5,000,000  florins  fupplied  in  Holland,  and 
guaranteed  by  his  majedy,  be  informed,  that  as  all  legiflatures  have 
not  yet  pafTed  on  the  recommendations  of  Congrefs  of  the  18th  April, 
1783,  for  eftablifliing  permanent  funds,  fuppleinentary  requifitions  on 
the  dates  will  be  adopted  to  provide  for  the  intereft  of  the  loans  afore- 
laid  for  the  prefent  year,  and  that  the  greateft  care  will  be  taken  by 
fubfequent  meafures  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  principal  and 

intereft,  as  they  may  refpeftively  become  due,  according  to  the  terms 
of  tbe  feveral  contrails. 

On  a  report  from  the  late  fecretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  petition  from  feveral  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  line  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  be,  and  he  is  here¬ 
by  direfted  to  ifiue  warrants  on  the  pay-mader-general,  in  favour  of 
colonel  Craig,  lieutenant  Strieker,  captain  Seely,  lieutenant  Thorn- 
bury  and  captain  Claypoole,  for  a  like  fum  that  has  been  allowed  to 
other  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  to  refund  their  expenfes  in 
returning  from  South-Carolina. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Par¬ 
tridge  and  Mr.  Chafe,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Robert 
Patton  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  10  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to 
Robert  Patton,  meflenger,  in  addition  to  his  falary,  from  the  12th  of 
November  lad,  until  the  26th  day  of  May  next. 
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The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Partridge  and 
Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  February  5,  from  brigadier, 
general  Hazen,  having  reported, 

“  That  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  brigadier-general  Mofes  Hazen, 
he  be  allowed  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  brigadier-general  in  the 
line  of  the  army,  fo  long  as  he  may  have  commanded  a  brigade,  and 
not  longer.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Partridge,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beresford, 
to  ftrike  out  “  fubfiftence,”  and  in  lieu  thereof  infert  “  emoluments 
and  to  ftrike  out  what  follows,  “  brigadier-general,”  and  in  lieu  there¬ 
of  infert,  “  from  the  date  of  his  brevet  commiffion  as  brigadier 
And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

New- Ham psh  i  re, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islancl , 

Connecticut , 

New-Tork , 

New-  Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania , 

% 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina^ 

South -Carolina , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  queftion  being  then  put,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  was  alfo  loft. 

Mon  DAT,  April  19,  1784. 

Congrefs  aftembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfliire,  MalTachufetts^ 
Khode-Iftand,  Connecticut,  New-York,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  ftate  of  New- 
Jerfey,  Mr.  Dick. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates  be  informed,  that 
whilft  they  are  refpe&ively  reprefented  in  Congrefs  by  two  delegates 
only,  fuch  a  unanimity  for  conducting  the  moft  important  public  con¬ 
cerns  is  neceffary  as  can  be  rarely  expected.  That  if  each  of  the  thir- 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Hick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Henry , 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


no 


ay 
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teen  dates  fhould  be  reprefen  ted  by  two  members,  five  out  of  twenty- 
being  only  a  fifth  ot  the  whole,  may  negative  any  meafures  requir- 
nig  the  voice  ot  nine  dates  :  that  of  eleven  dates  now  on  the  floor 
ot  Congrefs,  nine  being  reprefented  by  only  two  members  from  each, 
n  is  in  the  power  ot  three  out  of  twenty-five,  making  only  one-eighth 
of  the  whole  to  negative  luch  a  meafure,  noiwithflanding  that  by  the 
articles  of  confederation,  the  diiTent  of  five  out  of  thirteen  bein^  more 
than  one-tlnrd  of  the  number,  is  neceffary  for  fuch  a  negative.  °  That 
1,1  a  representation  ot  three  members  from  each  date,  not  lefs  than 
ten  ot  thirty-nine  could  lo  negative  a  matter  requiring  the  voice  of 
nine  dates  :  that  from  faffs  under  the  obfervation  of  Congrefs  they  are 
cleaily  convinced,  that  a  reprefentation  of  two  members  from  the  fe- 
veral  dates,  is  extremely  injurious  by  producing  delays,  and  for  this 
real  on  is  likewife  much  more  expenfive  than  a  general  reprefentation 
or  three  members  from  each  date  :  that  therefore  Congrefs  conceive 
it  to  be  indiipenlabiy  neceflary,  and  earnedly  recommend,  that  each 
date,  at  all  times  when  Congrefs  are  fitting,  be  hereafter  reprefented 
by  three  members  at  lead  ;  as  the  mod  injurious  confequences  may  be 
expe&ed  from  the  want  of  fuch  reprefentation. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Beatty 
and  Mr.  Foder,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2  Id  January, 

f  j  om  the  fuper intendant  or  finance,  relative  to  an  account  of  Tench 
Francis  ; 

,  Resolved ,  That  the  fum  of  406£°  dollars,  be  paded  to  the  credit  of 
Tench  Francis,  in  the  trealury  books,  being  the  amount  of  an  error 
in  the  receipt  given  oy  him,  on  account  ot  the  United  States,  for  366 
crowns  more  than  he  received. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  report  to  Congrefs*  a  reafonable 
allowance  for  the  time  and  expenfes  of  laid  T.  Francis,  while  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  year  1780,  in  going  to  Bodon,  and  fnperintending  the  bring¬ 
ing  from  thence  the  money  imported  by  the  chevalier  de  Langle. 

Congiefs  took  into  confederation  the  report  of  a  committee,  con¬ 
fiding  oi  Mi.  JefFei  Ion,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Nowell,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
committed  their  report  oi  a  plan  for  a  temporary  government  of  the 
wedern  territory  : 

When  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Spaight,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
to  ftrike  out  the  following  paragraph  ; 

“  That  after  the  year  1800  of  the  Chridian  xra,  there  Oiall  be  nei¬ 
ther  davery  nor  involuntary  fervitude  in  any  of  the  faid  dates,  other- 
wife  than  in  punifhment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  diall  have  been 
conviNed  to  have  been  perfonally  guilty:”  And  on  the  quedion,  {ball 
the  words  moved  to  he  druck  out  dand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re-? 
quired  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  ir  e , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay\ 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay  \ 

;  ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay) 

\ 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ciy  \ 

>  ay 

Rhodc-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay) 

) 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay  \ 

•  ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

ay  l 

i 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

cy  3 

'  ay 
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New-Yor  k, 

New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

TVo  r  /Z?-  CVj  rolina , 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr,  Tie  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


Qy 

ay  Y  ay 


ay 


ay 
no 
no 

i  divided » 
no  3 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 


Tuesdat,  April  20,  1784. 

Gongrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  conflderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  a  temporary  government  of  the  weftern  territory,  and  the  following 
claufe  being  under  debate,  viz.  That  they  fhall  be  fubje£t  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  States  in  Gongrefs  aflembled,  and  to  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  confederation  in  all  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  original  ftates 
fhall  be  fo  fubjedL 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
flrike  out  the  words,  “  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  Gon¬ 
grefs  aflembled,  and,” 

And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  the  words  moved  to  be  flruck  out  (land? 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


New- Ha  mpsbi  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no 

Mr.  Partridge, 

no 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no 

New-Tork, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

ay 

Mr.  Paine, 

no 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

no 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

Mr.  Hand , 

no 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 

ay 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson, 

no 

Mr.  Hardy, 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay 
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No  rth -Carolina, 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Willi, 


divided * 


divided * 


lamson , 

Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

So  the  queflion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  (truck  out. 

In  the  claufe,  u  provided  the  temporary  and  permanent  governments 
be  eftabli died  on  thefe  principles,  &c.  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr* 
Yv  illiamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to  (trike  out  the  words,  u  tempo¬ 
rary  and  And  on  the  queflion,  (hall  thofe  words  (land  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


New -Ha  mpsb  i  re 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut , 

New-York, 

New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina « 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

°y 

ay 

no 

ay 

no 

ay 


\ 


divided • 
divided • 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

In  the  following  claufe,  “  That  their  refpective  governments  fliall 
be  republican,  and  fliall  admit  no  perfon  to  be  a  citizen  who  holds  any 
hereditary  title.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to  (trike 
out  the  words,  u  and  fliall  admit  no  perfon  to  be  a  citizen  who  holds 
any  hereditary  title:”  And  on  the  queflion,  fliall  thofe  words  (land? 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Ha  m pshire, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge, 

ay 

Rhodc-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

ay 

1 


no 

ay 

ay 

divided . 
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New-Yorky 

Nevv-Jersejy 

Pennsylvaniay 

Maryland y 

Virginiay 

North-Car  olinay 
South-Carolinay 


Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  PainCy 
Mr.  Dicky 

Mr.  Mifflin y 
Mr.  Montgomery y 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  M^ Henry y 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chasey 
Mr.  Jeffersony 
Mr.  Hardy y 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Williamsoriy 
Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

In  the  following  claufe,  u  provided  nine  ftates  agree  to  fuch  admiflion, 
according  to  the  refervationof  the  1  lthof  the  articles  of  confederation;” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  Mr.  Partridge,  to  ftrike 
out  the  words,  “  nine  ftates  agree  to,”  and  the  words,  “  the  refervation 
of  the  11th  of,”  and  after  “  admiflion,”  to  infert  the  word  u  be,”  fo 
that  it  may  read,  Provided  fuch  admiflion  be  according  to  the  articles 
of  confederation  :  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New-  Ha  mpsb  ire 

Massachusettsy 

Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticuty 

New-Yorky 

New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvaniay 

Marylandy 

Virginiay 

North -Car  olinay 
South -Carolina 


Mr.  Foster y 
Mr.  Blanchardy 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridgey 
Mr.  Elleryy 
Mr.  How  ell  y 
Mr.  Sbermaiiy 
Mr.  Wadsworth y 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  M'- Henry y 
Mr.  Stoney 
Mr.  Chasey 
Mr.  Jefflersony 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Williams  on  y 
Mr,  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 
Vol.  IX. 


ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 

i  divided . 
no  ^ 

no 

ajl 

no  > 
no 


ay 

ay 

divided • 
no 


no 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


* 


no 


>  no 


} 


ay 


ay 


ay 


O 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry,  to  (trike  out  the  words,  “  nine  hates  agree,”  and  in  lieu  thereof 
infert,  “  the  confent  of  fo  many  hates  in  Congrefs  is  firh  obtained 
as  may  at  the  time  be  competent,”  and  then  hrike  out  what  follows 
“  ad  mi  hi  on  :”  And  on  the  quehion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  be  Mr.  Williamfon, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  ire , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-York) 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New- Jersey, 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Maryland , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

South-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Foster , 

ay\ 

■  ay 

Blanchard , 

ay\ 

Gerry , 

ay  ? 

■  ay 

Partridge , 

ay  ) 

Ellery , 

Howell , 

no  } 
ay] 

■  divide  do 

Sherman , 

ay} 

;  ay 

Wadsworth , 

ay 5 

De  Witt , 

ay  j 

-  divided . 

Baine , 

no  \ 

Dick , 

no  )>  * 

Mifflin, 

ay~) 

i 

Montgomery , 

no 

Vay 

Hand, 

ay] 

M^  Henry , 

no] 

1 

Stone, 

no 

r  H9 

Chase, 

no  ^ 

j 

Jefferson, 

ay] 

;  ay 

Mercer, 

ayl 

Williamson, 

ay  < 

:  ay 

Spaight, 

ay\ 

Read, 

ay] 

\  ay 

Beresford, 

ay\ 

So  it  was  rcfolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Wednesday  April  21,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

Congrefs  re  fumed  the  con  fide  ration  of  the  report  on  the  plan  of  a 
tempory  government  of  the  wehern  territory, 

And  on  the  following  claufe,  u  That  the  fettlers  on  any  territory 
fo  purchafed  and  offered  for  fale  (hall,  either  on  their  own  petition  or 
on  the  order  of  Congrefs,  receive  authority  from  them  with  appoint¬ 
ment  of  time  and  place,  for  their  free  males  of  full  age  within  the 
limits  of  their  hate,  to  meet  together  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabli  filing 
a  temporary  government,  to  adopt  the  conhitution  and  laws  of  any 
one  of  the  original  hates. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  to 
hrike  out  the  firh  part  of  the  faid  claufe  as  far  as  to  the  words  u  full 
age,”  inclufive,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  infert, 

That  on  the  petition  of  the  fettlers  on  any  territory  fo  purchafed  of 
the  Indians,  or  otherwife  obtained  and  fold  to  individuals,  or  on  the 
order  of  Congrefs,  authority  may  be  given  by  Congrefs  with  appoint- 
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ment  of  time  and  place,  for  all  free  males  of  full  age,  being  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  owning  lands  or  refiding. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment)  the  yeas  and  nays 


feeing  required  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Beresford, 


♦ 


divided • 
divided, 
no 

divided • 
divided . 
no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

divided . 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  JefFer- 
fon,  to  amend  the  report  by  inferting  immediately  after  the  principal 
or  condition,  a  that  the  refpedlive  governments  fliall  be  republican, 
the  following  : 

That  the  lands  and  improvements  thereon  of  non-reftdent  proprie¬ 
tors  fhail,  in  no  cafe,  be  taxed  higher  than  thofe  of  refidents  within 
any  new  ftate,  before  the  admiftion  thereof  to  a  vote  by  its  delegates 
in  Gongrefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Montgo¬ 
mery,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  ftriking  01$  the  words,  a  and  im¬ 
provements  thereon  And  on  the  queftion,  fhail  thole  words  Hand  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New-Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no  1 

no 

no  5 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry , 

■  ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

°yS 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  ) 

►  H0 

Mr.  Howell , 

no  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no  J 
no  < 

►  no 
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New-York , 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 


no 


Mr.  Be  Wilt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

M r.  A/‘ Henry, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
to  amend  the  amendment  further,  by  ftriking  out  the  words,  “  before 
the  admiffion  thereof  to  a  vote  by  its  delegates  in  Congrefs  And 
on  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  beino'  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Partridge, 


Maryland, 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina, 


ay 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


\ 

} 

} 

'l 

n 

\  divided . 
no  3 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


New -Ha  m psh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode -Island, 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virgini  a, 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr,  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Be  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  ^Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay 


divided . 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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On  the  queiiion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  amended,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being*  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Ne  w- Ha  mpsh  i  re , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-  York , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-Jersey , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Maryland , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Carolinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

South-Car  olinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Foster , 

no  I 

Blanchard , 

no  ) 

no 

Gerry , 

ay) 

qy 

Partridge , 

Ellery , 

no  j 

-vi  /T) 

Howell , 

no  < 

TMJ 

Sherman , 
Wadsworth , 

no  ^ 

■  divided • 

De 

<*7  < 

*  qy 

Paine , 

q>’  5 

Beatty , 

qy) 

* 

D/e^, 

ay  5 

Miffiin , 

1 

Montgomery , 

no  1 

►  qy 

Handy 

ML  Henry , 

ay*' 

I 

Stonsy 

qy 

r 

Cbasey 

Jefferson, 

aj 

Hardy , 

qy 

►  qy 

Mercer^ 

Williamson , 

Spaigbty 

qy 5 

Ready 

Beresfordy 

qy ; 
no  5 

-  divided • 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  to  amend  the  report  by  inferring^ 
That  the  lands  of  non-refident  proprietors  {hall,  in  no  cafe,  be  taxed 
higher  than  thofe  of  refidents  within  any  new  hate,  before  the  admif- 
fion  thereof  to  a  vote  by  its  delegates  in  Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  M‘ Hen¬ 
ry,  to  amend  the  report  further,  by  adding  thereto, 


That  till  fuch  time  as  the  fettlers  aforefaid,  fhall  have  adopted  the 
conhitution  and  laws  of  fome  one  of  the  original  hates  as  aforefaid, 
for  a  temporary  government,  the  faid  fettlers  lhall  be  ruled  by  magif- 
trates  to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affiembied,  and 
under  fuch  laws  and  regulations  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
fembled,  lhall  direth. 

On  the  quehion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 


New-Hampsbirey 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -Tor  ky 


divided . 


ay 

divided . 


no 


divided '• 
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New-yersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North -Carolina, 
Soutb-Carolina , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Willi  a  mson , 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay  )>  * 

ay 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

°y 

ay 

°y 

ay 

ay 

ay 


} 


ay 


»ay 


— 

} 


ay 


ay 


ay 


Thursday,  April  22,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Mafifachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Connefticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania 
Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  (fate  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Stone. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr. 
Partridge,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  17th,  from  baron  Steuben* 
relative  to  lieutenant-colonel  Ternant,  report,  that  upon  a  perufal  of 
the  laid  letter,  the  report  of  the  fecretary  at  war  of  May  laft,  and 
other  papers  relative  to  the  rank  and  fervices  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Ternant,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  various  and  important  offices 
intruded  to  him,  have  been  executed  in  a  manner  honorable  to  him- 
felf,  and  highly  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  was  juflly 
entitled  to  the  com  million  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  upon 
the  promotion  of  general  Armand  ;  whereupon,  ^ 

Rc soloed,  1  hat  "the  commiffion  of  colonel  in  the  legionary  corps,  to 
which  he  was  attached,  be  granted  to  lieutenant-colonel  Ternant, ’  to 
bear  date  from  the  promotion  of  general  Armand. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  grand  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congrefs,  the  arrears  of  in- 
tereft,  8cc.  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  to  amend  by  infecting  “  commutation  to  the  army 

agreeable  to  the  a&  of  22d  March,  1783,  5,000,000  intereft  thereon, 
300,000”  immediately  before  “  total  And  on  the  quedion  to  agree 
to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


New- Ha  m psh  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster, 

no 

i 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no 

£  no 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Partridge, 

no 

>  * 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

>  no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no 

>  no 

New-  York, 

M?r.  De  Witt, 

ay 

Mr.  Paine, 

ay\ 

( ay 

APRIL  1784. 


107 


New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ayj 

■  ay 

Mr.  Dick, 

qyS 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ay) 

1 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay  J 

1 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone , 

J>  * 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 

1 

Mr.  Hardy, 

, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

JZ0  J 

i 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Spaight, 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

< 

J  ‘D' 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Wadfworth,  to  ftrike  out  the  four  1  aft  items  in  the  ftatement  from 
“  1784.  Dec.  31.  Loan-office  debt”  to  “  army  debt,”  Stc.  both  in- 
clufive  :  And  on  the  queftion,  (hall  that  part  of  the  report  (land  ?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


New- Hampshire, 

Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -Tor  k, 

New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  that  part  of  the  report  was  ftruck  out. 

Ordered ,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

On  the  report  of  Mr.  Ofgood,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Ellery, 

Resolved ,  That  the  pav-mafter-general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  direc¬ 
ted  to  govern  himfelf  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  army  fince  the 
year  1779,  by  the  payments  made  by  the  refpedtive  ftates  to  their  lines, 
fo  that  where  the  pay  has  been  fecured  by  any  ftate,  the  fame  ffiall 
not  be  again  fecured  by  the  United  States. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


108 


pRJDAr ,  April  23,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hatnpdiire,  MafTachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Conneaicut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania. 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Garolina  and  Soutli-Carolina. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved,  1  hat  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  a  commiffioner 
to  negociate  with  the  Indians,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Stephen  Higgin- 
fon,  who  has  declined  that  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hand, 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  eleding  a  commiffioner 
to  negociate  with  the  Indians,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Greene, 
who  has  declined  that  office. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  a  committee,  on 
a  plan  for  a  temporary  government  of  the  wefiern  territory. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 
to  amend  the  report  by  inferting  after  the  words,  “but  not  of  voting, 
the  following  claufe  : 

I  hat  meafures  not  inconfiflent  with  the  principles  of  the  confede¬ 
ration,  and  necefiary  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order 
among  the  fettlers  in  any  of  the  laid  new  Hates,  until  they  fhall  affume 
a  temporary  government  as  aforefaid,  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  taken 
by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  to 
pofipone  that  amendment,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following, 

That  until  fuch  time  as  the  fettlers  aforefaid,  fhall  have  adopted  the 
conflitution  and  laws  ot  fome  one  ot  the  original  Hates  as  aforefaid, 
for  a  temporary  government,  the  faid  fettlers  fhall  be  ruled  by  magif- 
trates  to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled, 
and  under  fuch  laws  and  regulations  as  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
alfembled,  fhall  direct. 

On  the  quefiion  to  pofipone  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  ire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode -I si  and, 
Connecticut , 

New-  York, 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 

M  r.  Fllery, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  I)e  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
M  r.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no  * 

no 


no 


no 


no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

no 

ay 

no 


divided • 


no 


} 

l 

1 


ay 


ay 


no 
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North-Carollna , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

pi  /  *7 

no  1 

-  divided. 

* Jpaig/Jtj 

ay\ 

Read , 

ay] 

-  divided . 

Beresford , 

no  $ 

i 

So  the  queffion  was  lo(L 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Gerry  being  adopted,  the  report  as  amend¬ 
ed,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  fo  much  of  the  territory  ceded  or  to  be  ceded  by 
individual  Hates  to  the  United  States,  as  is  already  purchafed  or  fliall 
be  purchafed  of  the  Indian  inhabitants,  and  offered  for  fale  by  Con- 
grefs,  lhall  be  divided  into  diffind  Hates,  in  the  following  manner,  as 
nearly  as  fuch  ceflions  will  admit  ;  that  is  to  fay,  by  parallels  of  lati¬ 
tude,  fo  that  each  Hate  lhall  comprehend  from  north  to  fouth  two  de¬ 
grees  of  latitude,  beginning  to  count  from  the  completion  of  45  de¬ 
grees  north  of  the  equator  ;  and  by  meridians  of  longitude,  one  of 
which  lhall  pafs  through  the  loweH  point  of  the  rapids  of  Ohio,  and 
the  other  through  the  weHern  cape  of  the  mouth  of  the  great  Kenha¬ 
way  :  but  the  territory  eaHward  of  this  laH  meridian,  between  the 
Ohio,  lake  Erie  and  Pennfylvania,  fliall  be  one  Hate  whatfoever  may 
be  its  comprehenfion  of  latitude.  That  which  may  lie  beyond  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  45  th  degree  between  the  faid  meridians,  lhall  make  part 
of  the  Hate  adjoining  it  on  the  fouth  :  and  that  part  of  the  Ohio, 
which  is  between  the  fame  meridians  coinciding  nearly  with  the  paral¬ 
lel  of  39°  Hiall  be  fubHituted  fo  far  in  lieu  of  that  parallel  as  a  boun¬ 
dary  line. 

That  the  fettlers  on  any  territory  fo  purchafedj  and  offered  for  fale, 
lhall,  either  on  their  own  petition  or  on  the  order  of  Congrefs,  receive 
authority  from  them,  with  appointments  of  time  and  place,  for  their 
free  males  of  full  age  within  the  limits  of  their  Hate  to  meet  together, 
for  the  purpofe  of  eHablilhing  a  temporary  government,  to  adopt  the 
conHitution  and  laws  of  any  one  of  the  original  Hates  ;  fo  that  fuch 
laws  neverthelefs  fliall  be  fubjed  to  alteration  by  their  ordinary  legif- 
lature  ;  and  to  erect,  fubjed  to  a  like  alteration,  counties,  townfliips, 
or  other  diviiions,  for  the  election  of  members  for  their  legiflature. 

That  when  any  fuch  Hate  fliall  have  acquired  20,000  free  inha¬ 
bitants,  oil  giving  due  proof  thereof  to  Congrefs,  they  fliall  receive, 
from  them  authority  with  appointments  of  time  and  place,  to  call  a 
convention  ol  reprelentatives  to  eflablifli  a  permanent  conHitution  and 
government  for  themfelves.  Provided  that  both  the  temporary  and 
permanent  governments  be  eflabliflied  on  thefe  principles  as  their  balls  : 

1H.  That  they  fliall  for  ever  remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

2d.  That  they  fliall  be  fubjed  to  the  articles  of  confederation  in  all 
tliofe  cafes  in  which  the  original  Hates  fliall  be  fo  fubjed,  and  to  all 
the  ads  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
conformable  thereto. 


3d.  I  hat  they  in  no  cafe  fliall  interfere  with  the  primary  difpofal 
of  the  foil  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  nor  with  the 
ordinances  and  regulations  which  Congrefs  may  find  neceffary,  for  fe- 
curing  the  title  in  fuch  foil  to  the  bona  fide  purchafers. 

4th.  That  they  fliall  be  fubjed  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts 
Vol.  IX.  P 
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contraded  or  to  be  contra&ed,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Con- 
grefs,  according  to  the  fame  common  rule  and  meafure  by  which  ap¬ 
portionments  thereof  fliall  be  made  on  the  other  dates. 

5th.  I  hat  no  tax  fliall  be  impofed  on  lands,  the  property  of  the 
United  States. 

6th.  That  their  refpedive  governments  fliall  be  republican. 

7th.  1  hat  the  lands  ot  non-reiident  proprietors  fliall,  in  no  cafe,  be 
taxed  higher  than  thofe  of  refidents  within  any  new  date,  before  the 
admiflion  thereof  to  a  vote  by  its  delegates  in  Congrefs. 

That  whenfoever  any  of  the  Laid  dates  fliall  have,  of  free  inhabitants, 
as  many  as  fliall  then  be  in  any  one  the  lead  numerous  of  the  thir¬ 
teen  original  dates,  fuch  date  fliall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  faid 
original  dates  ;  provided  the  confent  of  fo  many  dates  in  Congrefs  is 
firfl  obtained  as  may  at  the  time  be  competent  to  fuch  admiflion.  And 
in  order  to  adapt  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  to  the  date  of 
Congrefs  when  its  numbers  fliall  be  thus  increafed,  it  (hall  be  propofed 
to  the  leg  ilia  t  u  res  ot  the  dates,  originally  parties  thereto,  to  require 
the  alfent  of  two-thirds  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
in  all  thofe  cafes  wherein  by  the  faid  articles,  the  affent  of  nine  dates 
is  now  required,  which  being  agreed  to  by  them,  fliall  be  binding  on 
the  new  dates.  Until  fuch  admiflion  by  their  delegates  into  Congrefs, 
any  of  the  faid  Antes  after  the  edablifliment  of  their  temporary  govern¬ 
ment  fliall  have  authority  to  keep  a  member  in  Congrefs,  with  a  right 
of  debating  but  not  of  voting. 

That  meafures  not  inconfident  with  the  principles  of  the  confede¬ 
ration,  and  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order 
among  the  fettlers  in  any  of  the  faid  new  dates,  until  they  fliall  af- 
fume  a  temporary  government  as  aforefaid,  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
taken  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled. 

That  the  preceding  articles  fliall  be  formed  into  a  charter  of  com¬ 
pact  ;  fliall  be  duly  executed  by  the  prefldent  of  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  affembled,  under  his  hand,  and  the  feai  of  the  United  States  ; 
fliall  be  promulgated  ;  and  fliall  fland  as  fundamental  conditutions  be¬ 
tween  the  thirteen  original  dates,  and  each  of  the  feveral  dates  now 
newly  defcribed,  unalterable  from  and  after  the  fale  of  any  part  of 
the  territory  of  fuch  date,  purfuant  to  this  refolve,  but  by  the  joint 
confent  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  and  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  date  within  which  fuch  alteration  is  propofed  to  he  made. 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Beresford, 


New -  11a  mpsh  i  re, 

Mr. 

Foster , 

ay} 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

c 

ay  S 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

ay} 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

ay  \ 

°y 

Rbodc-Island , 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

ay) 

ay 

Mr. 

Howell , 

ay} 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

ay} 

Mr. 

Wadsworth , 

cy\ 

ay 

New-Tork , 

Mr. 

De  Witt , 

ay  } 

ay 

Mr. 

Paine , 

aA 

r 
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North-Car  olina^ 


South-Carolina , 


New -Jersey ) 
Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone) 

Mr.  Chase) 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Mercer) 

Mr.  Monroe) 

Mr.  Williamson) 
Mr.  Spaight) 

Mr.  Read) 

Mr.  Beresford) 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the 


affirmative. 


SAfuRDAr,  April  24,  1784. 


Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yederday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  ieconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
in  the  words  following  : 

“  Whereas  Congrefs  have  by  their  refolution  of  the  23d  day  of 
January  lad,  on  the  petition  of  Zebulon  Butler  and  others,  directed 
the  inftitution  of  a  court  to  determine  the  private  right  of  foil  within 
the  territory  weflward  of  the  Delaware,  formerly  in  difpute  between 
the  dates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvania,  agreeably  to  the  ninth  of 
the  articles  of  confederation,  and  have  affigned  the  fourth  Monday  in 
June  next,  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents, 
before  Congrefs,  or  a  committee  of  the  dates,  to  proceed  in  the  pre- 
mifes  as  by  the  confederation  is  directed.  And  whereas  the  general 
afiembly  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  have,  by  their  refolutions  of  the 
14th  day  of  February  lad,  indru&ed  their  delegates  in  Congrefs  as 
follows  : 

u  In  General  Assembly)  Saturday)  February  14,  1784,  / .  M . 

Resolved ,  Id.  That  the  delegates  of  this  date  be  indrudled  to  ap¬ 
ply  immediately  to  Congrefs  for  an  explanation  of  their  act  of  the  23d 
day  of  lad  month,  it  appearing  to  be  uncertain  whether  the  fourth  Mon¬ 
day  in  June  next,  is  fixed  for  the  pnrpofe  of  appointing  commiffioners 
or  judges  to  conditute  a  court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  matter 
in  quedion,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  deciding  how  far  the  lame  is,  by  the 
ninth  article  of  confederation,  fubmitted  to  the  determination  of  fuch 


a  court. 


2d.  That  if  Congrefs  by  their  faid  a£t  meant  the  appointment  of 
commiffioners  or  judges  next  June,  then  the  faid  delegates  move  lor 
a  re-condderation  of  the  faid  act,  and  reprefent  to  Congrefs,  that  the 
agents  for  the  date  of  Connecticut  did,  upon  the  late  trial  at  Trenton, 


fugged  to  the  court  there,  that  the  tenants  in  pofieffion  of  the  lands 
in  controverfy,  and  particularly  the  companies  of  Delaware  and  Suf- 
quehanna,  were  improving  and  holding  large  tradls  of  land  under  title 
from  the  date  of  Connecticut  ;  and  that  by  the  faid  article  of  confe¬ 


deration,  a  court  is  to  be  edablifhed  for  the  trial  of  the  private  right 
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of  foil  only  where  it  is  claimed,  under  different  grants  of  two  or  more 
Hates,  lo  that  Zebulon  Butler  and  the  other  claimants  cannot  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  fuch  a  court,  unlefs  they  come  within  the  defcription  aforefaid, 
which  it  is  apprehended  they  do  not.  That  if  Congrefs  fhould  confent 
to  eftablifh  courts  at  the  inftance  of  perfons,  not  fir  ft  proving  them- 
lelves  to  be  included  in  the  defcription  aforefaid,  the  citizens  of  this 
ftate  may  be  ban  ailed  by  a  multitude  of  pretended  claims  at  the  fuit 
of  adventurers  or  invaders  of  the  ftate,  and  in  the  prefent  inftance  at 
the  fuR  of  perfons  who  have  fettled  in  defiance  of  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs  of  the  23d  day  of  December,  1775. 

3d.  1  hat  if  Congrefs  (hall  refolve  that  the  matter  in  queftion  is,  by 

the  laid  article  of  the  confederation,  fubmitted  to  the  determination  of 
fuch  a  court,  then  the  faid  delegates  infift  that  Zebulon  Butler,  and  the 
other  claimants,  be  required,  immediately,  to  exhibit  to  Congrefs  fche- 
dules  particularizing  their  claims.”  Resolved,  That  it  was  the  intention 
of  Congrefs,  by  their  ad  of  the  2  3d  day  of  January  laft,  that  commiffion- 
ers  or  judges  Ihould  be  appointed  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next, 
agreeably  to  the  ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  to  determine5 
the  private  right  of  foil  within  the  territory  weftward  of  the  Delaware, 
formerly  in  controverfy  between  the  ftates  of  Connecticut  and  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  lately  determined  to  be  within  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  ftate 
of  Pen nfyl vania.  Neyerthelefs,  as  the  petitioners  aforefaid  have  not 
fliewn  to  Congrefs  that  their  claims  to  the  private  right  of  foil,  within 
the  territory  aforefaid,  originate  from  grants  obtained  from  the  ftate 
ot  Connecticut,  which  alone  can  entitle  them  to  a  court  agreeably  to 
the  ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  Resolved ,  That  the  refolu¬ 
tion  ot  the  23d  day  oi  January  laft,  directing  the  inftitution  of  a  court 
for  determining  the  private  right  of  foil  within  the  territory  weftward 
of  the  Delaware,  formerly  in  controverfy  between  the  ftates  of  Con¬ 
necticut  and  Pennfylvania,  and  appointing  the  fourth  Monday  in  June 
next,  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties,  by  their  lawful  agents,  before 
Congrefs,  or  a  committee  of  the  ftates,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  fufpepded, 
until  Zebulon  Butler,  and  the  other  petitioners,  claimants  as  aforefaid, 
exhibit  to  Congrefs,  or  a  committee  of  the  ftates,  fchedules,  particu¬ 
larizing  their  claims.  Resolved,  That  the  parties,  claimants  as  afore¬ 
faid,  be  informed,  that  their  appearance,  by  their  agents,  before  Con¬ 
grefs,  or  a  committee  of  the  ftates,  as  fpecified  by  the  refolution  of  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  23d  day  of  January  laft,  will  not  be  neceffary,  until  the 
further  determinations  of  Congrefs,  or  a  committee  of  the  ftates,  in  the 
premifes,  be  made  known  to  them. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
that  the  foregoing  motion  be  committed  ;  and  on  the  queftion  for  com« 
mitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 


Nc  w-Ha  mps/j  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no 
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New-York , 

New -Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina 
South-Car  ohna, 


Mr.  Z)e  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson , 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


So  it  was  refolved  to  commit  it. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  two  commiffroners  to  negociate  with  the  Indians,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  S.  Higginlon  and  Mr.  N.  Greene,  who  have  declined  that  of¬ 
fice  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  were  elected. 

Mon  da  r,  April  2  6,  1784. 

Congrefs  alfembled  :  Prelent,  eleven  dates  as  before. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

That  the  prefident  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  direHed,  to 
adjourn  Congrefs  on  the  3d  day  of  June  next,  to  meet  on  the  30th  of 
O&ober  next  at  Trenton,  for  the  dilpatch  of  public  bufmefs  ;  and  that 
a  committee  of  the  dates  diall  be  appointed  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of 
Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M£Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 
to  podpone  the  confideration  of  the  foregoing  motion,  in  order  to  take 
into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fon,  Mr.  Ofgood  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  on 
the  powers  with  which  a  committee  of  the  dates  Oiould  be  veiled  du¬ 
ring  the  recefs  of  Congrefs.,  and  a  motion  on  the  fame  fubjecd,  which 
report  is  as  follows  : 

44  That  the  committee  of  the  dates  which  diall  be  appointed,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  9th  article  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  fit  in 
the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  for  tran failing  the  bufinels  of  the  United 
States,  diall  pofiefs  all  the  powers  which  may  be  exercifed  by  feven 
dates  in  Congrefs  afTembled  ;  except  thofe  ot  fending  ambaffadors, 
miniders,  envoys,  refidents  or  confuls  ;  edablidiing  rules  for  deciding 
what  captures  by  land  or  water  diall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  pri¬ 
zes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
diall  be  divided  or  appropriated  ;  edablidiing  courts  for  the  receiving 
and  determining  finally  appeals  in  cafes  of  capture  ;  condituting  courts 
for  deciding  difputes  and  differences  arifingbetween  two  or  more  dates; 
fixing  the  dandard  of  weights  and  meafures  for  the  United  States  ; 
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changing  the  rate  of  pottage  on  the  papers  patting  through  the  poll- 

ottice  eflablifhed  by  Congreis,  and  of  repealing  or  contravening  any 
ordinance  palled  by  Congrefs.  b  y 

That  nine  members  fhall  be  requifite  to  proceed  to  bufinefs. 
hat  no  quettion,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  (ball  be 
determined  without  the  concurrence  of  feven  votes. 

I  hat  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  if  a  member  of  the  Paid  committee, 
and  ,t  not  a  member,  or  if  abfent  at  any  time,  then  a  chairman  to  be 

choien  by  themlelves  fhall  prehde  ;  the  prefident  or  chairman  retain¬ 
ing  a  right  to  vote. 

That  the  fecretary  and  other  officers  of  Congrefs  ttiall  attend  on  the 
laid  committee. 

That  they  (hall  keep  an  accurate  journal  of  their  proceedings,  to  be 

laid  before  Congrefs  ;  and  that  in  thefe  journals  Ihall  be  entered  the 

yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  when  any  one  of  them  Ihall  have  delired 
it  before  the  quettion  be  put. 

On  the  quefhon  to  pottpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  M‘ Henry, 


New-Hampsbi  re, 

Mr.  Foster y 

no  } 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no  y 

il  lassacbusettsy 

Mr.  Gerry y 

no 

M r .  Pa rtr idgey 

no  y 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  > 

Mr.  How  ell  y 

Mr.  Sbermany 

no  } 

Connecticut , 

no  ) 

Mr.  IVadswortby 

no  \ 

New-  Tor  by 

Mr.  De  Witty 

-J 

no  ) 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Bcattyy 

no  ^ 
no  ) 

New-J erseyy 

Mr.  Dicky 

no  y 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Miffl'niy 

no  d 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

no  l 

Mr.  Id  and  y 

no  1 

Maryland^ 

M r.  Mi Henry , 

ayl 

Mr.  St  one  y 

Mr.  Chase , 

ay  i 

ay  J 

af] 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Jeffcrsony 

Mr.  Hardy , 

ay  l 

Mr.  Mercery 

ay  f 

Mr.  Monroe , 

ay  J 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Williamson, 

°y  ? 

Mr.  Spciighty 

ay\ 

Soutb-Carolinay 

Mr.  Ready 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

ay  ? 

ay\ 

no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


ay 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
MHIenry,  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  by  adding  thereto, 
‘•provided  a  committee  of  the  hates  fhall  firtt  have  been  appointed  to 
fit  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  and  the  powers  defined  with  which  the 
laid  committee  fhall  be  vetted,  according  to  the  tenth  of  the  articles 
of  confederation. ” 
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New- Hampshire , 
Massachusetts , 
Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York, 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

I 

Virginia , 


720 


720 


710 


720 


720 


720 


r/y 


And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment}  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Mr.  Foster ,  *  ? 

Mr.  Blanchard ,  7 

Mr.  Gerry ,  -  7 

Mr.  Partridge ,  7 

Mr.  Ellery ,  7 

Mr.  Hove  ell)  i 

Mr.  Sherman ,  7 

Mr.  Wadsworth ,  7 

Mr.  Do  Witt7  7 

Mr.  Paine)  ? 

Mr.  Beatty ,  ? 

Mr.  Dick)  ? 

Mr.  Mifflin)  i 

Mr.  Montgomery)  i 

Mr.  Hand)  i 

Mr.  Mi Henryy  i 

Mr.  Stone)  ( 

Mr.  Chase ,  < 

Mr.  Jeffers 071)  < 

Mr.  Hardy')  t 

Mr.  Mercer ,  < 

Mr.  Monroe)  t 

Mr.  Williams oti)  < 

Mr.  Spaigbi)  < 

Mr.  Read)  < 

Mr.  Beresford)  < 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M4Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mer¬ 
cer,  to  poftpone  the  further  confideration  of  the  motion  under  debate, 
in  order  to  take  up  the  following: 

That  as  foon  as  a  proper  place  fhall  be  reported  by  the  committee 
appointed  to  view  and  report  a  proper  place  for  a  federal  town,  at  or 
near  George-town,  on  the  Patowmack,  and  the  foil  and  jurifditftion  ob¬ 
tained  as  well  for  the  town  on  Patowmack  as  that  on  Delaware,  Con- 
grefs  will,  forthwith,  proceed  to  ere*5l  fuch  public  buildings  as  may  be 
neceffary  for  their  feffions,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States,  out  of 
the  common  treafury  thereof ;  that  the  foundations  ol  the  faid  build¬ 
ings  lhall  be  laid  at  the  fame  time,  and  no  fum  of  money  appropriated 
for  the  one,  unlefs  an  equal  fum  be  appropriated  for  the  other  : 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  McHenry, 


><9 


North-Carolina , 
South-Carolina) 


New- Hampshire) 

Mr. 

Foster ) 

no 

Mr. 

Blanchard) 

no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerrj\ 

7 10 

Mr. 

Partridge) 

no 

Rbode-Island) 

Mr. 

Ellery) 

no 

Mr. 

Howell) 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

no 

Mr. 

Wadsworth) 

no 
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New -York , 


Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 
b  Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 

Gy  Mr.  Mifflin , 


Rew-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania 


North- Carolina 


Alary  l  and. 


Virginia^ 


Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  Henry y 

Mr.  Stoney 
Mr.  Chase y 
Mr.  Jeffers  oily 
Mr.  Hardy y 
Mr.  Alercery 
Mr.  Monroe y 


ay  [ 


'nay  Mr.  Williamsony 


Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


Soutb-CaroliiWy 


J  £  divided . 

?2<9  \ 


So  it  pahed  in  the  negative. 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 
poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  motion  under  debate,  in  order  to  take 
lip  the  following  : 

Whereas  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  Odober  lah,  provides,  that 
Congrefs  fhall  refide  at  Trenton  and  Annapolis,  alternately,  at  equal 
periods,  of  not  lefs  than  fix  months,  or  more  than  twelve,  until  the 
buildings  on  the  banks  of  Patowmack  and  Delaware,  be  ready  for  their 
reception.  And  whereas  the  delegates  from  Rhode-Ifland,  purfuant  to 
inhrudions  from  that  hate,  have  moved  a  refolution  that  Congrefs  ad¬ 
journ  to  Newport,  in  the  hate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  from  which  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  fenle  of  that  hate,  that  the  refolution  for  two  federal  towns 
fhould  not  be  carried  into  effect.  And  whereas  it  appears  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  a  majority  of  the  hates  in  Congrefs  affembled,  by  a  motion 
from  the  hate  of  Connecticut,  forbidding  the  committee  appointed  to 
view  the  ground  at  or  near  George-town,  to  proceed  in  that  bufinefs, 
until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  and  by  a  motion  for  allowing  the 
hates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  advance  pounds  for  the 

purpofe  of  e reding  public  buildings,  at  or  near  George-town,  and  for 
giving  them  credit  for  the  fame  in  the  requifition  for  year,  which 
lah  being  negatived,  amounts  to  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  aforefaid  ad  ; 
and  as  it  will  be  expedient  to  fix  on  a  Situation  the  moh  central  to  all 
parts  of  the  union,  tor  holding  the  fellions  of  Congrefs,  Resolvedy  That 
Congrefs  hold  their  fellions  in  Annapolis,  in  the  hate  of'  Maryland, 
until  they  decide  on  Some  place  for  their  permanent  refidence,  and  the 
neceffary  public  buildings  be  eredcd  for  their  accommodation. 

On  this  motioil,  the  previous  quehion  was  moved  by  the  hate  of 
Connedicut,  feconded  by  the  hate  of  Rhode-Ifland  ;  and  on  the  quef- 
tion  to  agree  to  the  previous  quehion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Hardy, 

Neiv  -  Ha  m pshirey 
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Massachusetts , 
Rhode -I si  and, 
Connecticut , 
New -Tor  k, 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

'  Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  IP////  amson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ray 


no 


divided . 


divided • 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  fet  afide. 
On  the  qu  eft  ion  to  agree  to  the  original  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Stone, 


Nc  w-  Ha  mps  hire, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut , 

New -Tor  k, 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

4 

Virginia, 

Vol.  IX. 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Aft Henry , 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Jeffers  on, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

4 

Qw 


J 
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North-Car  olina, 

South-Carolina , 

So  it  was  Resolved ,  1  hat  the  prefident  be,  and  he  hereby  is  au¬ 
thorized  and  diretfed  to  adjourn  Congrefs  on  the  3d  day  of  June 
next,  to  meet  on  the  30th  day  of  Odober  next  at  Trenton,  for  the 
difpatch  of  public  bufinels,  and  that  a  committee  of  the  dates  (hall  be 
appointed  to  lit  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  conlideration  ot  the  report  of  the  grand  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  report  to  Congrefs  the  arrears  of  intered,  See. 
and  the  following  claufe  being  under  debate,  “  they  wild  earnedly 
and  warmly  to  encourage  the  abler  dates  to  go  as  far  beyond  this 
proportion  as  their  happier  dtuation  will  abmit,  under  an  adurance 
that  their  further  contributions  will  be  applied  to  the  difeharge  of  the 
public  debt,  giving  preference  according  to  the  preceding  datement, 
and  will  be  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  next  requifitions  with  intered 
thereon  from  the  time  of  payment.”  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Stone,  feconded  by  Mr.  McHenry,  to  drike  out  the  word  u  thereon,” 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  iniert  u  on  the  fpecie  payments  And  on  the 
quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr, 
McHenry, 


Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 

Mr.  Reresfordy 


divided • 


no 


Ne  u'-Ha  mpsb  i  re} 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Rbode-Islandy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticuty 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Ne~v-Yorky 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-Jersejy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvaniay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Marylandy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Carolinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

South-Car  olinay 

Mr. 

Mr. 

So  it  paded  in  the  negative. 


Fostery 

no\ 

-  no 

Blanchardy 

no  * 

Gerry  y 

no  ) 

-  no 

Partridge , 

no  \ 

Ellery  y 

no  ) 

no 

Horoclly 

no  ^ 

Sherman , 

no  J 

Wadsworth , 

no  \ 

no 

De  Witty 

no  ^ 

Paine , 

no"* 

►  no 

Beatty , 

Dicky 

no  ( 

no  V 

►  no 

Miffliny 

no" 

i 

Montgomery , 

no 

>  no 

Handy 

no 

M‘  Henry , 

ay- 

Stoney 

ay 

► ay 

Chasey 

ay  ^ 

Jefferson, 

no~\ 

Hardy , 

ay{ 

*  ay 

Mercery 

ay  i 

Monroey 

<*y\ 

Williamsoiiy 

no  } 

•  no 

Spaighty 

no  < 

Ready 

Beresfordy 

ay) 

no  * 

divided . 
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Tuesdat,  April  27,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  ftates  as  before. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  grand  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  report  to  Congrefs  the  arrears  of  intereft,  Rc. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  to 
poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  report,  in  order  to  take  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

Resolved ,  That  there  will  be  wanting  for  the  fervices  of  the  year 
1784,  from  the  fir  ft  to  the  laft  day  thereof  inclufive,  the  following 
fums  expreffed  in  dollars. 


The  civil  department, 

107,525.33 

Military  department, 

200,000 

Marine  department, 

Purchafes  of  Indian  rights  of  foil, 

30,000 

and  incidental  expenfes, 

60,000 

Contingencies, 

60,000 

Debts  contracted  and  ftill  unpaid  for 

1782  and  1783, 

1 

Interest  on  the  national  debt 

as  follows : 

On  Spanifh  loan, 

9000 

Farmers  general  of  France, 

8467 

French  loan, 

296,074 

Dutch  loan, 

35,000 

Domestic  Debt • 

Loan-office  debt, 

787,851 

Liquidated  debt. 

34,609 

Army  debt, 

358,424 

457,525.33 


148,541 


1,180,884 


Total,  2,986,952.33 

It  muff  be  here  obferved,  that  Congrefs  by  their  refqlutions  of  the 
1 8th  of  April,  1783,  had  recommended  to  the  feveral  hates  the  raifing 
an  annual  revenue  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  principal  and 
intereft  of  the  national  debt,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  certain  impofts, 
and  providing  fuch  fupplementary  funds,  for  a  given  term  of  years,  as 
they  may  judge  convenient  ;  but  as  thofe  recommendations  are  ftill 
under  fufpence  with  feveral  of  the  legiflatures,  fome  of  them  having 
as  yet  only  acceded  to  the  impoft,  and  others  decided  neither  on  the 
impoft  nor  fupplementary  funds,  however  defirable  a  full  compliance 
therewith  is  for  the  preservation  of  our  faith  and  eftablifhment  of  a 
national  credit,  yet  as  time  has  already  elapfed,  and  more  muft  elapfe, 
before  their  final  confirmation  can  be  hoped  ;  as  after  it  fhall  be  at¬ 
tained,  time  will  alfo  be  requiftte  to  advance  the  plan  to  the  term  of 
actual  collection,  good  faith  requires  that  in  the  mean  time  other  mea- 
fures  fliouldbe  reforted  to,  for  the  pnrpole  of  difcharging  the  growing 
intereft.  It  is  confidered  by  Congrefs,  that  a  demand  upon  the  ftates 
for  the  whole  arrearages  of  intereft  due  on  the  foreign  and  domeftic 
debt,  at  the  critical  moment  when  they  are  juft  emerging  from  the 
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complicated  diftreffes  of  a  ruinous  internal  war,  would  only  be  attended 
with  a  failure  of  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  dates  ;  a  confequence 
that  could  not  but  be  dedru&ive  of  public  credit.  During  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war,  a  non-compliance  with  the  requifitions  of  Con¬ 
s'1'^  was  attributed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  the  lofs  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  employment  of  our  citizens  in  defending  indead  of 
cultivating  the  foil,  but  it  on  the  concludon  of  peace,  the  fame  remiff- 
nels  on  the  part  of  the  dates  be  continued,  no  other  caufe  can  be  af- 
ligned  but  a  defed  in  the  powers  of  government,  or  an  inability  or 
cli  linen  nation  in  the  citizens  of  America,  to  do  judice  to  their  public 
creditors  concludons  equally  ruinous  and  didionorable.  To  avoid 
which,  it  is  i nd  1 1  pe n 1 ably  neceffary  that  Congrefs  conform  their  requi¬ 
fitions  to  the  abilities  of  their  condiments  to  pay.  If  this  can  be  ac- 
complifhed  by  calling  for  the  intered  for  one  year  on  the  principal 
and  intered  heretofore  due,  and  the  requifition  is  punctually  complied 
with,  complete  judice  will  then  be  rendered  to  public  creditors,  as  it 
is  a  well  known  fact,  that  whenever  the  payment  of  intered  on  a  prin¬ 
cipal  fum  can  be  well  fecured,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  monied  operations, 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  evidences  of  fuch  a  principal  fum  can  al¬ 
ways  transfer  them  for  their  full  value.  The  requifitions  of  O&ober 
oOth,  1781,  for  8,000,000  of  dollars,  and  of  October  16th,  1782,  for 
2, 000,000  of  dollars,  have  been  fo  partially  complied  with,  and  in 
fuch  unequal  piopoitions,  that  Congrefs  can  retain  no  hopes  of  their 
full  execution,  and  it  only  remains  for  them  now  to  adjud  the  propor¬ 
tions  paid  by  the  feveral  dates,  and  where  any  date  has  exceeded  her 
equal  proportion,  to  give  fuch  date  credit  in  the  enfuing  requifitions, 
and  charge  the  deficiency  that  will  then  arife  on  thofe  dates,  who  have* 
failed  in  paying  in  an  equal  ratio. 

Individual  dates,  See.  [here  take  in  the  paragraph  In  the  report  be- 
gining  with  thofe  words  :] 

But  it  will  be  neceffary  alfo  to  remind  the  dates,  See.  [here  alfo 
take  in  the  paragraph  in  the  report  beinning  with  thofe  words  :] 
Resolved,  That  the  above  fome  of  2,986,952.38  dollars,  be  furnifh- 
ed  by  the  refpedlive  dates  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 

New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-Idand,  Conne&icut,  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carol ina,  Georgia  ;  according  to  the  appor¬ 
tionment  made  in  April,  1783. 

And  in  order  to  afeertain  the  precife  fum  due  to  the  domedic.  cre¬ 
ditors,  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  is  hereby  dire&ed  to  caufe  all 
the  loan-office  certificates,  and  other  public  fecurities,  to  be  reviled 
and  liquidated  anew,  and  the  intered  due  thereon,  to  the  lad  day  of 
the  year,  178  3,  to  be  added  to  the  principal  fums  and  fecurities  ilfued 
agreeable  thereto. 

On  the  quedion  to  podpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 


Ne  w- Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 
Rbodc-Island , 


no 


no 


no 
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Connecticut , 
New-  York., 
New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland) 

Virginia) 

North -Carolina) 
South -Carolina) 


Mr. 

Sherman , 

Mr. 

Wads  worth) 

Mr. 

I)e  Witt, 

Mr. 

Paine) 

Mr. 

Beatty) 

Mr. 

Dick) 

Mr. 

Mifflin) 

Mr. 

Montgomery , 

Mr. 

Hand) 

Mr. 

Mi  Henry) 

Mr. 

Stone) 

Mr. 

Chase) 

Mr. 

Jefferson, 

Mr. 

Hardy) 

Mr. 

Mercer) 

Mr. 

Monroe) 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

Mr. 

Spaight) 

Mr. 

Read) 

Mr. 

Beresford) 

no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


a-  J> divided . 
aj  ,r 

»<U 

^  £  divided, 
no  3 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  report  of  the  grand  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  and  report 
to  Congrefs,  the  arrears  of  intereft  on  the  national  debt,  together  with 
theexpenfes  for  the  year  1784,  and  a  requifition  of  money  on  the  hates 
for  dilcharging  the  fame,  being  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved)  That  there  will  be  wanting  for  arrears  of  intereft  on  the 
national  debt,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1783,  and  for  the  intereft  of  the 
foreign  debt  and  fervices  of  the  prefent  year  1784,  from  the  firft  to 
the  laid  day  thereof  inclufive,  the  following  fums  expreffed  in  dollars, 
tenths  and  hundredths  of  dollars. 


The  civil  department, 

The  military  department, 

The  marine  department, 

Purchafes  of  Indian  rights  of  foil,  and 
the  incidental  expenles, 
Contingencies, 

Debts  contracted  and  Dill  unpaid  for  the 
fervices  of  1782  and  1783, 

Intereft  on  the  national  debt,  as  follows  : 


107,525.33 

200,000 

30,000 

60,000 

60,000 

-  457,525.33 

1,000,000 


Foreign  Debt. 

1782. 

Dec.  31.  Three  years  intereft  on  the 
Spanifh  loan  of  150,000  dol¬ 
lars,  at  5  per  cent.  22,500 

Carried  forward,  22,500  1,457,525.33 
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1783,  .  Brought  forward,  22,500  1,457,525.33 

Dec.  31.  Spamfti  loan,  one  year,  _  7,500 

To  the  farmers  general  of  France, 

1784.  livres,  846,7 10-5,  -  7,840 

June  1.  Dutch  loan  of  1,800,000  florins, 

at  5  per  cent.  -  -  35,000 

•Sept.  o.  French  loan  ot  2  4  million  livres,  at 

ditt0>  -  -  222,000 
Fsov.  5.  Dutch  loan  of  10  million  livres,  gua¬ 
ranteed  by  France,  -  74,074 

Dec.  31.  Spanifh  loan,  -  7,500 

Fanners  general  of  France,  -  7,840 


384,254 


'  Domestic  Debt * 

1782.  . 

Dec.  31.  Loan-office  debt,  11,473,802.26  at 

6  percent.  -  1,184,176 

Liquidated  debt,  701,404  at  ditto,  2  1,042 
Army  debt,  5,635,618  at  ditto,  676,272 


1,881,490 

Dedudt  the  requifition  of  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1782,  -  1,200,000 

!783.  ^  ^  -  681,490 

Dec.  3  1.  Loan-office  debt,  -  749,050 

Liquidated  debt,  -  -  42,084 

Unliquidated  debt,  eflimated  at  8 
million  dollars,  fuppofe  J  now  li¬ 
quidated,  -  .  160,000 

Army  debt,  -  -  338,136 

-  1,289,270 


Total,  3,8  12,539.33 

The  committee  were  apprifed  that  the  refolutions  of  Gongrefs  of 
April  the  18th,  1  783,  had  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates  the  rail¬ 
ing  an  annual  revenue,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  principal  and 
intered  of  the  national  debt,  by  theeftablifhment  of  certain  impofls,  and 
providing  fupplementary  funds  for  a  given  term  of  years,  to  be  raifed 
in  fuch  a  way  as  they  might  judge  mod  convenient  :  but  it  occurred 
to  them,  that  thole  recommendations  were  flill  under  fufpenfe  with 
feveral  of  the  legidatures  ;  lome  of  them  having  as  yet  acceded  to  the 
impodonly,  and  others  decided  neither  on  the  impod  nor  fupplementary 
funds  :  that  however  defirable  a  compliance  therewith  is,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  ot  our  faith,  and  edablifhment  of  a  national  credit,  yet  as 
time  has  already  elapfed,  and  more  mud  elapfe  before  their  final  confir¬ 
mation  can  be  hoped,  as,  after  it  diall  he  obtained,  time  will  alfo  be 
requid te  to  advance  the  plan  to  the  term  of  actual  collection,  good 
faith  requires  that  in  the  mean  while  other  mealures  diould  be  reforted 
to  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  growing  intered. 

In  the  datement  of  the  intered  due  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1782,  the 
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committee  have  fuppofedits  amount  leffened  bv  1,200,000  dollars,  re¬ 
quired  and  apportioned  by  the  resolutions  ol  Congrefs  ol  September 
the  4th  and  10th,  1782,  and  appropriated  to  the  lole  purpofe  ol  pay¬ 
ing  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt.  This  requifition  gave  licenie  to 
the  hates,  to  apply  fo  much  as  Ihould  be  neceffary  of  their  relpeciivc 
quotas  of  it  to  the  payment  of  intereft  due  on  certificates  iffued  from 
the  loan-office  of  their  own  ftates,  and  other  liquidated  debts  ol  the 
United  States  contracted  therein.  Hence  they  luppofe  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  that  the  adual  payments  of  thefe  quotas,  have  been  uncommu¬ 
nicated  to  the  office  of  finance  for  the  United  States.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  ftates  Ihould  be  defired  to  communicate  to  the 
fuperintendant  of  finance,  the  payments  they  have  made  under  this  re- 
quifition,  and  where  they  have  been  incomplete,  to  haften  their  com¬ 
pletion,  as  the  means  ftill  relied  on  by  Congrels  lor  the  discharge  or 
that  part  of  the  intereft  of  the  public  debt.  And  while  on  this  lubjeft, 
they  beo-  leave  to  add,  that  from  the  reprefentation  to  Congrefs  by  the 
minifter* of  France,  referred  to  this  committee,  they  learn  that  in  fome 
of  the  ftates,  a  diferimination  has  taken  place  between  the  citizens  of 
their  own,  and  fubjeds  or  citizens  of  other  countries,  which  was  not 
authorized  by  the  faid  refolution  :  They  are  of  opinion,  that  fuch  ftates 
fliould  be  required  to  revife  and  reform  their  proceedings  herein,  and 
to  extend  the  benefits,  both  paft  and  future  ot  this  provilion,  equaLy 
and  impartially  to  all  perfons  within  its  defeription. 

Your  committee  then  came  to  confider  in  what  way  it  would  be  beft 
to  call  for  the  fums  requisite  for  the  fervices  before  ftated  :  and  they 
thought  it  their  duty  in  the  firft  place  to  enquire,  whether  no  furplufes 
might  remain  on  former  requifitions  of  Congrels,  alter  the  purpo- 
fes  were  effe&ed  to  which  they  were  originally  appropriated  ;  under  an 
a durance  that  it  would  be  both  the  duty  and  fenfe  of  Congiefs  to  ap¬ 
ply  fuch  furplufes,  in  every  inftance,  towards  lefTening  the  next  requi¬ 
fitions  on  the  ftates.  They  found  in  fad  that  fuch  a  furplus  would 
remain  on  the  requihtion  ot  Odooer  30,  1781,  tor  8,000,000  ot  dol¬ 
lars  for  the  fervices  of  the  enfuing  year  ;  and  that  this  furplus  would 
be  great  from  the  following  circumftances  :  that  requifition  was  efti- 
mated  on  fuppofition,  that  the  continental  army  would  be  completed 
by  the  ftates,  to  its  full  eftabliffiment  ;  and  that  clothing,  fubfiftence 
and  other  neceffaries  for  fuch  an  army,  muft  of  courfe  be  provided. 
The  ftates  were  far  fhort  of  producing  fuch  an  army.  Hence  the  calls 
for  money  were  proportionally  abridged.  It  was  eftimated  too  on  the 
further  fuppofition  that  we  might  be  difappointed  in  the  endeavouis 
we  were  then  exerting  to  borrow  money,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  of  courfe  that  the  whole  muft  be  fupplied  by  taxes.  Loans  how¬ 
ever  were  obtained,  and  the  furplus  increaled  by  this  fecond  caute. 
A  third  circumftance  has  further  enlarged  it.  i  he  payments  on  this 
requifition  have  been  fmall  and  flow.  Hence,  inftead  of  money,  thofe 
who  ferved  and  fupplied  the  United  States  have  received  certificates 
only  that  money  is  due  to  them,  and  thefe  debts  have  been  transferred 
to  the  fund  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  way  ot  impoft  :  to  that,  tho*  the 
debts  exift,  they  are  removed  from  this  to  another  fund.  To  know 
then  the  amount  of  this  furplus,  the  committee  extended  their  enqui¬ 
ries  to  the  fums  actually  received  under  this  requifition,  the  purpoles 
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££5 ^  T?  T  bef"  ;'Pplied’  3nd  the  ant*c*pations  thereof  dill  unfa„ 
Vs;  Cd- ,  l'ley  found  that  1,486,51  l.n  only  of  the  8  000  OOO 
aollars  had  been  received  at  the  treafury  at  the  dole  of  the  year  178 

that  helc,  had  applied  to  the  fervices  of  the  years  1782  and  17«V 
and  that  for  other  fervices  of  the  fame  years,  debts  tvere  con  raid 
to  the  amount  of  about  1,000,000  of  dollars  more,  which  depend  for 
-men  dil charge  on  further  receipts  under  this  requifition  ;  a  ftatement 
o  the  expenditures  of  which  fums  fhould  be  made  out  and  forwaX 
to  the  legiflatures  of  the  leveral  dates.  Your  committee  then  are  of 
opinion,  that  a  furplus  of  5,5  13,488.28  dollars  will  remain  of  this  re 
^nh non  after  anfwenng  all  the  demands  which  aftually  arofe  aiinft 
t,  which  were  not  anlwered  by  other  means,  nor  transferred  to  other 
funds  ;  and  that  this  furplus  ought  to  be  applied  fo  far  as  it  will  go  to 
the  common  purpofes  of  the  United  States,  fo  as  to  prevent  new’re- 
qui  i  ions  on  t  lem  till  the  old  lliall  have  been  exhauded,  and  to  (hew 
to  thole  who  may  have  paid  their  whole  quota  of  any  requifition  that 
they  will  not  be  called  on  anew  till  all  the  other  dates  d  a  in  lie 
manner  have  paid  up  their  quotas.  ’  hke 

You,,  oom^jjt  found  alfo  that  there  was  a  requifltion  of  c  f 

ye-iS"  ’  -  r,  2;°0?i00  of  dollar,  for  the  fervices  of  the 
year  lr  80,  on  which  fome  fmall  payments  had  been  tendered,  but  that 

he  fupenntendant  of  finance  had  found  it  better  to  receive  and  red 
tnem  as  part  of  the  8,000,000.  They  are  accordingly  comprehended 
111  !l’e  um  beiorfi  ftatecl  to  have  been  paid  in  under  that  head. 

.  avln£  du’s  dated  the  demands  exiding  againd  the  dates,  the  con 
mitt e e  would  have  performed  but  half  their  duty,  had  they  palled  over' 
unnoticed,  their  condition  to  pay  them.  Their  abilities  mud  be  mea- 
luied  m  weighing  their  burthens.  Their  creditors  themfelves  will 
view  them  jud  relieved  from  the  ravages  of  predatory  armies,  returning 
°™  an  attendance  on  camps,  to  the  culture  of  their  fields  ;  beginning 
o  fow,  but  not  yet  having  reaped  ;  exhauded  of  neceffaries  and  habif 
tual  comforts,  and  therefore  needing  new  fupplies  out  of  the  fird  pro- 
teds  of  their  labour.  Forbearance  then,  to  a  certain  degree,  will 
lugged  ulelt  to  them.  Congrefs  entruded  with  the  difpenfation  ofjuf- 
ticc  between  the  public  and  its  creditors,  will  fuppofe  both  parties 
deli,  ous  that  their  mutual  fixations  diould  be  confidered.and  accom¬ 
modated..  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  whole  balances 
of  the  two  reqtulitions  of  8  and  of  2,000,000,  Ihould  be  rigoroudv 
called  into  payment  within  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  Inch  call  would  produce  much  didrefs  ;  and  that  a  propor¬ 
tion  Ihort  ol  this  diould  be  fixed  on,  within  the  reach  of  the  lead  as 
well  as  of  the  mod  able  dates.  They  propofe  therefore,  that  the 
dates  be  required  to  furnifli,  within  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year 
fuch  part  of  their  deficiencies  under  the  requifition  of  8.000  000  as’ 
with  their  payments  to  the  clofe  of  the  lad  year,  will  make’  up  one 
halt  of  their  original  quota  thereof.  And  that  thefe  payments  be 
appropriated  in  conformity  with  the  datement  in  the  fird  part  of  this 
report,  giving  generally,  where  accommodation  cannot  he  effe£ted 
among  the  leveral  objefts,  a  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which 
they  are  arranged  in  the  {aid  datement. 

iiut  while  this  proportion  of  former  deficiencies  is  of  necedity  cal- 
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led  for,  under  the  preffure  of  demands  which  will  admit  neither  denial 
nor  delay,  and  the  punctual  compliance  of  every  hate  is  expected,  to 
enable  the  federal  adminiftration  with  certainty,  to  fatisfy  thefe  de¬ 
mands,  it  is  earneftly  and  warmly  recommended  to  the  abler  hates  to 
go  as  far  beyond  this  proportion  in  fpecie,  as  their  happier  lituation 
will  admit,  under  an  affurance,  that  fucli  further  contributions  will  be 
applied  towards  difcharging  the  public  debt,  agreeably  to  the  preceding' 
llatement,  and  will  be  placed  to  their  credit  in  the  next  requifitions, 
with  intereft  thereon  from  the  time  of  payment :  and  alfo  that  before 
any  further  demands  is  made  upon  the  hates,  under  the  requisition  for 
2,000,000  of  dollars,  or  the  requihtion  for  8,000,000  of  dollars,  Con- 
grefs  will  revile  the  quotas  of  the  feveral  hates  mentioned  in  the  faid 
requifitions  refpeCtively,  and  will  make  them  agreeable  to  juflice,  upon 
the  belt  information  Congrefs  may  have  when  fuch  demand  is  made. 
But  as  all  our  exertions  will  probably  fall  fhort  of  their  full  objeCt, 
in  that  cafe  it  is  believed,  that  the  public  creditors  feeing  the  load  of 
intereh  accumulated  during  the  war,  greater  than  can  be  difcharged 
in  the  firft  year  of  peace,  will  be  contented  for  the  prefent,  to  receive 
the  earlier  part  of  thefe  arrears,  and  to  rely  for  the  rehdue  on  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  enfuing  year. 

Individual  hates  have  at  times  thought  it  hard  that  while,  in  their 
own  opinion,  they  were  in  advance  for  the  United  States  on  accounts 
exihing  and  unfettled  between  them,  they  (hould  yet  be  called  on  to 
furnifh  adual  contributions  of  money.  The  committee  obferve  in 
anfwer  to  this,  firh,  that  almoh  every  hate  thinks  itfelf  in  advance  : 
And  fecondly,  that  it  has  been  the  conhant  wifh  of  Congrefs  that 
thele  accounts  fhould  be  fettled,  and  the  contributions  of  each  be 
known  and  credited.  They  have  accordingly  taken  meafures,  and  will 
continue  their  endeavours  to  effect  thefe  fettlements  :  And  as  a  fur¬ 
ther  encouragement  to  haflen  this  defirable  work,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  Congrefs  fhould  declare,  that  fo  foon  as  thefe  accounts  fhall 
be  fettled,  and  it  fhall  appear  in  favor  of  what  hates  balances  arife. 
luch  hates  fhall  have  credit  for  the  fame  in  the  requifitions  next  enfuing. 

But  it  will  be  necefiary  to  remind  the  hates,  that  no  materials 
have  yet  been  furnifhed  to  enable  Congrefs  to  adjuft  the  ultimate 
ratio  in  which  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war  lhall  be  apportioned 
on  the  hates.  The  confederation  directs  that  this  fhall  be  regulated 
by  the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  feveral  hates  with  the  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon.  Experiments  made,  however,  hnce  the  date 
ot  that  inhrument,  tor  the  purpofes  of  ordinary  taxation,  had  induced 
doubts  as  to  the  practicability  of  this  rule  of  apportionment  ;  yet 
Congrefs  thought  it  their  duty  to  give  it  fair  trial,  and  recommended 
to  the  feveral  hates  on  the  17th  of  February,  1783,  to  furnifh  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  lands,  buildings  and  number  of  inhabitants,  whereon 
they  might  proceed  to  ehimate  their  refpe clive  quotas  :  but  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  incompetence  of  the  rule  would  immediately  fhew 
itfelf,  and  defirous  that  no  time  fhould  be  unneceffarily  loh,  they  fol¬ 
lowed  it  with  another  recommendation  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783,  to 
lubhitute  in  lieu  of  that  article  in  the  confederation,  another,  which 
fhould  make  the  number  of  inhabitants,  under  certain  modifications, 
the  meafure  ot  contribution  for  each  bate.  Both  thefe  proportions 
Vol.  IX.  R 
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are  /till  under  reference  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  ;  the  latter  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  earned  willies  and  preference  of  Congrefs,  under  full 
convibhon  that  it  will  be  found  in  event  as  equal,  more  fatisfadory, 
and  more  eafy  of  execution  :  The  former  only  preffed  if  the  other 
fiiould  be  rejeded.  The  committee  are  informed,  that  the  dates  of 
Connedicut,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and  South-Carolina,  have 
acceded  to  the  alteration  propofed  ;  but  have  no  evidence  that  the 
othei  Hates  have  as  yet  decided  thereon.  As  it  is  neceffary  that 
the  one  or  the  other  meafure  fhould  be  immediately  reforted  to,  they 
are  oi  opinion,  it  fhould  be  recommended  to  the  legidatures  which 

have  not  yet  decided  between  them,  to  come  to  decilion  at  their  next 
meeting. 

In  order  to  prefent  to  the  eye  a  general  view  of  the  feveral  exid- 
ing  requifitions,  and  ol  the  payments  made  under  them,  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  lubjoined  them  in  the  form  of  a  table,  wherein  the  Id 
column  enumerates  the  dates  ;  the  2d  the  apportionment  of  the 
1,200,000  dollars;  the  3d  that  of  the  8,000,000;  the  4th  that  of 
the  2,000,000  ;  the  5th  the  fums  paid  by  the  feveral  dates  in  part  of 
their  refpeaive  quotas  to  the  lad  day  of  the  year  1783  ;  and  the  6th 
the  fums  now  required  to  make  up  one  half  of  their  refpeaive  quotas 
of  the  8,000,000,  expreffed  in  dollars,  tenths  and  hundredths  of  dollars. 
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On  tl,e  report  of  a  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Tefferfon,  Mr  Slier- 
mail  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  hereby  is  di¬ 
rected  to  take  order  for  the  payment  of  333-J.  dollars,  to  the  guardian 

oi  Hugh  Mercer,  Ion  ol  the  late  general  Mercer,  for  one  year’s  educa¬ 
tion  and  board. 

Wednesday  April  23,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prelent,  eleven  (fates  as  yelferday. 

1  lie  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Head,  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mr, 
Stone,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  order  upon  the  report  of  a 
committee  oi  the  23d  day  April  indent,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Read, 
oi  the  16th  day  of  March  lad  ; 

Report,  that  in  virtue  of  the  Paid  order  of  the  United  States  in 
Congrefs  affembled,  your  committee  took  meafures,  and  have  caufed 
He  my  Caibery,  late  a  captain  in  the  Pennfylvania  line  of  continental 
troops,  in  the  laid  report  mentioned,  to  be  arrelfed  and  brought  before 
the  hon.  Robert  Goldfborough,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  general  court 
of  the  date  of  Maryland,  for  examination,  and  to  be  proceeded  againff, 
according  to  law  and  judice.  \our  committee  have  cauled  to  be  laid 
befoie  the  laid  judge,  all  iuch  proofs  and  evidences  of  the  nature  and 
cit cumdances  oi  the  crime  charged  ag-aind  the  laid  Henry  Carbery,  as 
■\vere  on  the  files  or  in  the  poffeihon  of  Congrels.  And  your  com¬ 
mittee  informed  the  laid  judge,  that  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrels  afiembled,  that  the  laid  Henry  Carbery,  who  is  a 
fugitive  from  judice,  ought  to  be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  in  which  date  the  offence  charged  againd  him  was  commit¬ 
ted,  and  to  the  laws  of  which  date  he  is  amenable.  \our  committee 
recommend  that  tne  executive  of  the  date  of  Maryland,  be  reejueded 
to  take  proper  meafures  for  the  delivery  of  the  body  of  the  faid  Henry 
Carbery,  to  the  executive  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  or  their  order, 
that  he  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Congrels  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  report  of  the  grand  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  report  the  arrearages  of  intered,  Slc.  and  the  pa¬ 
ragraph  re fpe cling  facilities  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  5th  of 
April,  being  amended  as  to  the  proportions  therein  exprefled,  fo  as  to 
correfpond  with  the  report  agreed  to  and  palled  yederday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  leconded  by  Mr.  Stone,  to  refer 
the  faid  paragraph  as  amended,  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  to 
report  ;  and  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Read, 


New- Hampsbirey 

Mr. 

Foster , 

no  } 

no 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

no  5 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

no  ? 

no 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

no  S 

Rhode-Islandj 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

no  } 

'll  n, 

Mr. 

Howell , 

no  5 

JlCf 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

no  ? 

Mr. 

Wadsworth , 

no  3 

no 
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New- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 


New -York 


Maryland , 


North  -Carolina, 
Soutb-Carolinas 


Mr.  Be  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty r 
Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  AP Henry y 
Mr.  Stoney 
Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy y 
Mr.  Monroe y 
Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Bercsfordy 


So  it  patted  in  the  negative. 

The  paragraph  being  further  amended,  to  read  as  follows  : 

It  remained  laftly  to  con  Cider,  whether  no  facilities  might  be  given 
to  the  payment  of  thefe  fums  by  the  feveral  Hates.  The  committee 
obferved,  that  of  the  purpofes  for  which  money  is  wanting,  about  three- 


fourths  can  be  anfwered  by  nothing  but  money  itfelf  ;  but  that  the 
other  fourth,  con  fitting  of  intereft  on  our  domettic  debt,  may  be  ef¬ 
fected  by, procuring  a  difcount  of  the  demand  in  the  hands  of  the  hold¬ 
ers  ;  an  operation  which  will  be  fliorter,  and  lefs  impoverilhing  to  the 
ftate.  And  however,  in  times  of  greater  plenty,  the  accuracy  of  fifcal 
adminiftration  might  require  all  tranfadlions  to  ‘be  in  acfual  money,  at 


the  treafury  itfelf ;  yet  till  our  conftituents  fiiall  have  had  fome  refpite 
from  their  late  difficulties,  it  behoves  us  to  prefer  their  eafement. 
The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  feveral  legiilatures 
may  be  admitted  fo  to  model  the  collection  of  the  fums  now  called 
for,  that  the  three-fourths  of  any  fum  being  paid  in  a  dual  money, 
the  other  fourth  may  be  difcharged  by  procuring  difcounts  of  intereft 
with  our  domettic  creditors  ;  always  taking  care  that  the  collection  of 
money  ttiall  proceed  at  leaft  in  threefold  proportion  with  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  difcount.  And  to  afcertain  the  evidences  of  difcount  which 
fhall  be  receivable  in  lieu  of  money,  the  holders  ol  loan-ottice  certi¬ 
ficates  ffiall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the  office  from  which  they 
ittued  ;  and  the  holders  of  certificates  of  other  liquidated  debts  ol  the 
United  States,  to  carry  the  fame  to  the  loan-office  of  that  ttate  where- 
in  the  debt  wTas  contracted,  and  to  have  the  intereft  due  thereon,  fet¬ 
tled  and  certified  to  the  laft  day  of  the  year  1782  :  for  which  intereft, 
the  loan-officer  fhall  give  a  certificate  in  fuch  form,  and  under  luch 
cautions  and  inftruCtions,  as  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  ttiall  t ran i - 
mit  to  him  ;  which  certificates  of  intereft  being  parted  with  by  the 
holder  of  the  principal,  ttiall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received 
fatisfaCfion  for  the  fame,  and  therefore  fhall  be  receivable  from  the 
bearer,  within  the  fame  ttate,  and  from  the  ttate  when  obtained  from 
the  bearer,  in  lieu  of  money  in  the  proportion  before  ftated;  which  pay¬ 
ment  in  certificates  by  the  ttate  into  the  public  treafury,  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  that  each  ttate  avails  itfelf  of  the  facilities,  fhall  be  conttdercd  as  a 
dilcharge  of  fo  much  of  the  intereft  due  upon  the  domettic  debt,  fo  that 


ISO 
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ilfclf  of  the  filT  °r  ?reater  proportion,  if  any  ftate  (hould  not  avail 
itieit  ot  the  facilities  in  the  decree  herebv  admits  •  i  • 

&  ,  HF 

Resolved,  I  hat  Congrefs  agree  to  the  fame. 

Beatty, yeaS  a"  "ayS  0U  the  queftion  havinS  been  required  by  Mr. 

Mr.  Foster ,  } 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  partridge,  nvX  °y 


New-. Hampshire, 
- Massachusetts , 
Bhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Barth -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  jfrV/er 


Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Me,  'man, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  W7ff, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr. 

Mr.  J//^/?z, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Air.  Hand, 

Air.  M‘ Henry, 
Air.  Stone, 

Air.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Hardy, 

AIj-.  iJ/azz  roc, 

Air.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


Air.  j Her es ford, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by  Air.  M‘Henry, 

Whereas  by  the  ordinance  for  regulating  the  poll-office  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  ol  America,  palTed  the  18th  day  of  October,  1782,  it  is  or- 
oained,  that  letters,  packets  and  difpatclies  to  and  from  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  armies  of  theie  United  States,  on  public  fervica,  fliall 
pafs  and  be  earned  free  of  portage  :  And  whereas  there  is  reafon  to 
apprehend  that  the  numerous  letters  and  packets  addrefled  to  the  late 
commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  thefe  United  States,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  his  late  command,  and  on  matters  foreign  to  his  private  con¬ 
cerns,  will  lubject  him  to  an  expenfe  in  portage,  which  it  would  be  im¬ 
proper  and  nnreafonable  lie  fliould  bear. 

Resolved,  ’1  bat  all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  late  com- 
inandcr  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  fliall  pafs  and  be 
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carried  free  of  poflage  until  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs  :  and  that 
the  poH-maHer-general  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  refund  to  the 
1'aid  late  commander  in  chief,  all  the  monies  paid  by  him  lor  the  poH- 
age  of  letters  or  packets  lince  the  time  of  his  refignation. 

i  mm — ~ — 1 — - 

Thursdat ,  April  29,  1784. 

Congrefs  afiembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  Hates  as  before. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  a  grand  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  on  the  fubjedl  of  weft- 
ern  territory,  and  the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate  : 

“  Congrefs,  by  their  resolution  of  September  6th,  1780,  having 
thought  it  advifable  to  prefs  upon  the  Hates  having  claims  to  the 
we  Hern  territory.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Spaight,  Seconded  by  Mr.  Reresford, 
to  Hrike  out  the  words  u  claims  to  the  And  on  the  quehion,  fliall 
thofe  words  Hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mp  shire , 

Mr. 

Foster , 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

ay  } 

;  *7 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

HI ! 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

ay} 

; 

Mr. 

Howell , 

ay\ 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

ay) 

* 

Mr. 

Wadsworth , 

a V) 

New -York , 

Mr. 

De  Witt , 

ay} 

ms 

Mr. 

Paine , 

ay\ 

New- Jersey , 

Mr. 

Beatty , 

ay] 

«  t 

Mr. 

Dick , 

ay\ 

*  u  I» 

ms 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr. 

Mifflin, 

ay" 

i 

Mr. 

Montgomery , 

ay 

Mr. 

Hand , 

ay  \ 

Maryland , 

Mr. 

Mi  Henry, 

| 

Mr. 

Stone , 

ay 

>aJ 

Mr. 

Chase , 

ay . 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Jefferson , 

ay" 

1 

Mr. 

Hardy , 

no 

>  no 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

no  ^ 

North-Car  olina , 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

no  ( 

) 

Mr. 

Spaight , 

H0  < 

*  HO 

South -Car  olina , 

Mr. 

Read , 

•  ?20 

Mr. 

Beresford , 

no  [ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  report  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Congrefs,  by  their  refoiution  of  September  6*  1780,  having*  thought 
it  advifable  to  prefs  upon  the  Hates  having  claims  to  the  weftern  coun¬ 
try,  a  liberal  Surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  claims  ;  by  that 
of  the  10th  of  October,  in  the  fame  year,  having  fixed  conditions  to 
which  the  union  Hiould  be  bound  on  receiving  fuch  ceffions  :  and  ha¬ 
ving  again  propofed  the  fame  fubjedt  to  thofe  Hates,  in  their  addrefs  of 
April  1 8th,  1783,  wherein,  Hating  the  national  debt,  and  expreffing 
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their  reliance  for  its  difcharge,  on  the  profpeft  of  vacant  territory,  in 
aid  ol  other  refources,  they,  for  that  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  obviate  dif- 
agreeable  controversies  and  confufions,  included  in  the  fame  recom¬ 
mendations,  a  renewal  of  thofe  of  September  6th,  and  of  OAober  the 

10th,  1780  ;  which  leveral  recommendations  have  not  yet  been  com- 
plied  with  : 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  fame  fubjed  be  again  prefented  to  the  attention 
oi  the  laid  hates  ;  that  they  be  urged  to  confider  that  the  war  beinp* 
now  brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  perfonal  fervices  of  ou^ 
l oldie rs,  the  fupplies  of  property  by  our  citizens,  and  loans  of  money 
irom  them  as  well  as  from  foreigners  ;  thefe  feveral  creditors  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  funds  (hall  be  provided  on  which  they  may  rely 
for  the  indemnification  ;  that  Congrefs  hill  confider  vacant  territory 
as  an  important  refource  :  and  that  therefore  the  laid  hates  be  earneh- 
ly  prefled,  by  immediate  and  liberal  ceflions,  to  forward  thefe  neceffary 
ends,  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  union. 


¥  RID  AT,  April  30,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  hates  as  before. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  conhh- 
mg  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr. 
JefFerfon,  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters  and  papers  relative  to 
commercial  matters,  and  the  following  paragraph  being  under  debate: 

That  it  he  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  hates,  to 
veh  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  for  the  term  of  15  years, 
with  a  power  to  prohibit  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  from  being 
imported  into  any  of  the  hates,  except  in  veflels  belonging  to  and 
navigated  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  the  fubjeds  of  foreign 
powers  with  whom  the  United  States  may  have  treaties  of  commerce. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
pohpone  the  confideration  thereof,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  hates,  to 
rehrain  by  imports  or  prohibitions,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize 
from  being  imported  into  them  refpedively,  except  in  vefTels  belonging 
to  and  navigated  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  the  fubjeds  of 
foreign  powers  with  whom  the  United  States  may  have  treaties  of  com¬ 
merce,  or  the  fubjeds  of  Inch  foreign  powers  as  may  admit  of  a  reci¬ 
procity  in  their  trade  with  the  citizens  of  thefe  hates.  That  it  be  re¬ 
commended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  hates,  to  prohibit  the 
fubjeds  of  any  foreign  ftate,  kingdom  or  empire,  from  importing  into 
them  refpedively,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  unlefs  fuch  as 
are  the  produce  or  manufadure  of  that  hate,  kingdom  or  empire,  whofc 
fubjeds  they  are. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  pohpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yerfs  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


Nc  w-  Ha  mpsbi  re , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

no 

M r .  Pa rtri dge , 

no 

Rhode-lsland, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 
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Connecticut , 


divided. 


New -York , 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 


Vi 


rgmia , 


no 


720 


no 


no 


North-Car  olinay 
South-Carol  ina. 


no 


}> 


* 


Mr.  Sherman ,  no 

Mr.  Wadsworth ,  qy 

Mr.  De  Witt ,  no 

Mr.  Paine ,  no 

Mr.  Beatty ,  no 

Mr.  Dick)  no 

Mr.  Mifflin,  no 

Mr.  Montgomery ,  no 

Mr.  Stone ,  no 

Mr.  Chase ,  no 

Mr.  Mercer ,  no 

Mr.  Monroe ,  no 

Mr.  Williamson ,  no 

Mr.  Spaight,  no 

Mr.  Read,  no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  report  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  truft  repofed  in  Congrefs,  renders  it  their  duty  to  be  attentive 
to  the  conduct  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  prevent  or  reftrain  as  far  as 
may  be,  all  fuch  proceedings  as  might  prove  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  The  fituation  of  commerce  at  this  time  claims  the  attention 
of  the  feveral  Hates,  and  few  objedts  of  greater  importance  can  prefent 
themfelves  to  their  notice.  The  fortune  of  every  citizen  is  intereffed 
in  the  fuccefs  thereof ;  for  it  is  the  conHant  fource  of  wealth  and  in¬ 
centive  to  induffry  ;  and  the  value  of  our  produce  and  our  land  muff 
ever  rife  or  fall  in  proportion  to  the  profperous  or  adverfe  Hate  of  trade. 

Already  has  Great-Britai.n  adopted  regulations  deftru&ive  of  our 
commerce  with  her  Wefl-India  iHands.  There  was  reafon  to  expect 
that  meafures  fo  unequal  and  fo  little  calculated  to  promote  mercantile 
intercourle,  would  not  be  perfevered  in  by  an  enlightened  nation.  But 
thefe  meafures  are  growing  into  fyHem,  It  would  be  the  duty  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  as  it  is  their  wiffi,  to  meet  the  attempts  of  Great-Britain  with 
fimilar  reflridtions  on  her  commerce  ;  but  their  powers  on  this  head  are 
not  explicit,  and  the  propofitions  made  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  fe¬ 
veral  Hates,  render  it  neceffary  to  take  the  general  fenfe  of  the  union 
on  this  fubjech 

Unlefs  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  (ball  be  veHed  with 
powers  competent  to  the  prote&ion  of  commerce,  they  can  never 
command  reciprocal  advantages  in  trade  ;  and  without  thefe,  our  fo¬ 
reign  commerce  muH  decline,  and  eventually  be  annihilated.  Hence 
it  is  neceffary  that  the  Hates  fhould  be  explicit,  and  fix  on  fome  ef- 
feclual  mode  by  which  foreign  commerce,  not  founded  on  principles 
of  equality,  may  be  reHrained. 

That  the  United  States  may  be  enabled  to  fecure  fuch  terms,  thev 
have 

Resolved ,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legif¬ 
latures  of  the  feveral  Hates,  to  veH  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  for  the  term  of  15  years,  with  power  to  prohibit  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  from  being  imported  into  or  exported  from  any 
of  the  Hates,  in  veffels  belonging  to  or  navigate^  by  the  fubie&s  of 
Vol.  IX.  ~  S  ;  J 
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ail>r  Powel  whom  theie  hates  ]hall  not  have  formed  treaties  of 

commerce. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legifla- 
tures  of  the  feveral  dates,  to  ved  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
fembled,  for  the  term  of  15  years,  with -the  power  of  prohibiting  the 
fubjeds  of  any  foreign  date,  kingdom  or  empire,  unlefs  authorized  by 
treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United  States  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufadure  of  the  domi¬ 
nions  ot  the  fovereign  whofe  fubjeds  they  are. 

Provided,  That  to  all  ads  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiem- 

bled,  in  purfuance  of  the  above  powers,  the  afient  of  nine  dates  {hall 
be  neced'arv. 


HIondat,  May  3,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Idand,  Connedicut,  New-York,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina  ;  and  from  the  date  of  New- 
Jerfey,  Mr.  Dick. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Spaight,  v 

Ordered ,  That  all  letters  from  the  miniders  of  theie  United  States 
in  Europe,  be  conddered,  at  all  times,  as  under  an  injundion  of  fe- 
crecy,  except  as  to  fuch  parts  of  them  as  Congrefs  diall,  by  lpecial 
permidion,  allow  to  be  publilbed  or  communicated. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  the  date  of  South-Carolina,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  indrudions  from  their  date, 

Resolved,  That  the  minider  of  the  laid  United  States,  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  indruded  to  ufe  his  bed  endeavours, 
by  a  proper  application  in  behalf  of  the  date  of  South-Carolina,  to  his 
Catholic  majedy,  to  obtain  an  adequate  compenfation  to  that  date, 
for  the  fervice  performed  by  the  South-Carolina  frigate,  in  co-opera¬ 
ting  with  the  Spanilh  general  and  forces,  in  the  expedition  againd, 
and  redudion  of  Providence  and  the  Bahama  iflands,  in  the  year  1782  ; 
and  that  the  Paid  minider  be  further  direded,  to  place  fuch  money  as 
he  diall  obtain  from  the  king  of  Spain,  in  proper  hands,  fubjed  to  the 
draft  of  the  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  faid  date,  for  the 
ufe  thereof,  and  to  give  to  his  faid  excellency  the  earlied  intelligence 
of  the  fuccefs  of  his  application. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  JefFer- 
fon  and  Mr.  Wiiliamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  16th  April 
lad,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  enclofing  a  letter  of  26th  De¬ 
cember,  and  one  of  the  10th  of  January,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fay¬ 
ette,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  expreffing  the  high  fenfe  which  Congrefs  entertain  of 
his  important  fervices,  relative  to  the  commerce  of  France  and  thefe 
United  States,  and  particularly  to  free  ports;  that  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  exped  mutual  and  permanent  advantages  from  thefe  liberal  mea- 
furcs  adopted  by  his  mod  Chridian  majedy,  and  that  an  extenfion  there¬ 
of  to  his  Wed-India  colonies  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  increafe 
thofe  advantages  and  produce  the  mod  falutary  efFed. 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  June  lad,  from 
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the  count  de  Vergennes,  and  one  of  the  9th  of  January  lad,  from 
Monf.  de  Calonne,  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  refpe&ing  free  ports 
in  France,  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and,  when  publiftied,  tranfmitted 
to  the  fupreme  executives  ot  the  feveral  dates. 

The  letters  being  tranflated  are  as  follows  : 

sir5  Versailles ,  29 tb  June,  1783. 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  17th  of  this  month.  You  defire  to  know  what  is  meant  by  free  port. 

By  this  term,  fir,  we  mean  a  place  to  which  all  merchandizes  as 
well  foreign  as  domeftic  may  be  imported,  and  from  which  they  may 
be  freely  exported.  You  will  judge,  fir,  by  this  definition,  that  all  the 
merchandizes  of  the  north,  without  exception,  may  be  imported  into 
L’Orient,  and  exported  from  it  by  the  Americans.  In  a  word,  L’Orient 
will  be  reputed  foreign  with  regard  to  France,  as  far  as  refpe&s  com¬ 
merce.  The  prohibitions  and  duties  upon  foreign  merchandizes  will 
take  effect  only  in  cafe  any  perfon  defires  to  introduce  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  realm,  the  merchandizes  fubjeded  to  the  one  or  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor,  Sec. 

De  Vergennes. 

Monf.  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

sir,  Versailles ,  9 tb  January ,  1784. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  king  the  obfervations  contained  in  the 
memoir  which  you  tranfmitted  to  me,  relative  to  the  commerce  of 
America,  and  thofe  which  you  made  at  our  laft  conference. 

I  am  authorized  to  announce  to  you,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his 
majefty  to  grant  to  the  United  States,  the  ports  of  L’Orient  and  Bay¬ 
onne  as  free  ports,  and  befides  thefe  that  of  Dunkirk  and  that  of  Mar- 
feilles  ;  the  firft  of  which  enjoys  abfolute  freedom,  and  the  other  is 
reftrained  in  the  exercife  of  that  freedom  only  with  regard  to  tobacco, 
which  is  there  fubjeded  to  a  duty.  The  Americans  may  from  this 
moment  fend  their  veffels  to  thofe  four  ports,  where  they  will  not 
meet  with  any  kind  of  difficulty.  You  may,  if  neceffary,  explain 
what  is  meant  by  free  ports,  agreeably  to  the  fignification  thereof  gi¬ 
ven  by  Monf.  de  Vergennes,  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  June  laft. 
The  Americans  will  find,  above  all,  at  Dunkirk,  all  the  facilities  they 
can  defire  for  the  fale  of  their  leaf  tobacco,  their  rice,  their  timber 
and  other  merchandize,  as  well  as  for  the  purchafe  of  what  they  want, 
fuch  as  linens,  woollens,  brandy,  &c.  It  is  propofed  to  eftablilh  ftores 
and  magazines  there,  which  ftiall  be  well  fupplied  on  terms  very  advan¬ 
tageous  for  their  commerce.  I  have  given  orders  to  the  farmers  ge¬ 
neral  to  treat  in  preference,  and  at  a  reafonabie  price  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  tobaccos  of  North-America,  and  moreover  the  United  States, 
will  be  as  much  favoured  in  France  in  matters  of  commerce,  as  any 
other  nation.  The  complaints  which  they  may  make  to  you,  or  which 
Mr.  Franklin,  and  the  other  American  minifters,  which  I  would  be 
very  glad  to  fee,  may  tranfmit  to  me  on  their  behalf,  ftiall  be  exa¬ 
mined  with  great  attention,  and  government  will  not  fufTer  them  to  ex¬ 
perience  any  kind  of  vexation.  Every  poffible  precaution  will  alfo  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  fending  out  bad  merchandize,  which  if  it  has  hi¬ 
therto  taken  place,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  avarice  of  fome  mer¬ 
chants  of  the  loweft  order.  1  am  going  immediately  to  examine  what 
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relates  to  the  cuftoms  and  duties  which  hurt  commerce.  This  is  an 
important  lubjeft  and  requires  great  attention.  In  fine,  fir,  you  mav 
rely  tnat  Khali  be  always  dilpofed,  as  well  as  Monf.  the  mardial  de 

attend’  T  *  the  count  de  Vergennes,  to  receive  and  liden  with 
.  11 1 ion  to  the  demands  and  further  reprefentations  which  you  lhall 

think  proper  to  make  m  favour  of  the  commerce  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

•p  c  rp,  i.  r  t>  i  Dfb  CalONNE. 

t,  b;  .  he.  P°rts  0  Bayon,l,c  and  L’Orient  will  be  made  fimilar  to 
that  of  Dunkirk,  with  regard  to  entire  freedom. 

Monf.  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Howell 

and  Mr.  De  \\  itt,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Itrael  Evans  ; 

Resolved,  1  hat  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legifla- 
ture  ot  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfhire,  to  make  good  to  the  Rev.^Mr. 
irael  Evans,  late  chaplain  to  the  brigade  compofed  of  the  troops  of 

VllV  •te’,therepreCiatbn  °f  his  Pay  l,P  tothe  firft  dav  of  Auguft, 
I/  8°’  lIJ  theLfame  manner  they  have  made  good  the  depreciation  of 
pay  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  their  line. 

On  the  report  of  the  fame  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  me¬ 
morial  of  Nicholas  Schuyler,  late  a  furgeon  in  Hazen's  regiment  : 

Resolved,  i  hat  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legifla- 
ture  of  die  Hate  ol  New-\  ork,  to  make  good  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Schuyler, 
late  lurgeon  ot  Hazen’s  regiment,  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  as  an 

olhcer  in  the  late  general  hofpital,  during  the  time  he  ferved  in  that 
capacity. 

Oil  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Paine 

and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Paine  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary  of  military-dores,  or  perfon  having 

the  care  of  the  public  dores  at  Carlifle,  in  Pennfylvania,  be,  and  he  is 

hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  corporation  of  the  city 

ot  New-\  ork,  the  bells  which  have  been  taken  from  the  churches  and 

ot,’cr  Publlc  tdlhces  in  tlle  laid  city,  if  any  fuch  bells  remain  in  his 
pollemon. 

Tubs dav,  May  4,  1784. 

Congr-cfs  afTembkdj  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Khode-Ifland,  Connedicut,  Ncw-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Hand,  lecondcd  by  Mb*.  Montgomery  : 

Whereas  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
mia,  have  reprelented,  tliat  from  the  dilperled  fituation  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  foldiers  of  the  late  line  of  that  ftate,  it  is  found  ineradica¬ 
ble  to  appoint  regimental  agents  to  receive  from  the  pay-mafter-ge- 
neral  the  certificates  for  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  faid  officers  and 
foldiers,  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  the  3d  day  of  November  laft, 
and  lequefted  that  the  appointment  of  major  Thomas  B.  Bowen  and 
captain  Eikunus  Beatty,  who  have  been  chofen  by  the  officers  of  the 
line  of  Pennfylvania,  to  ad  as  agents  for  the  whole  line  of  that  ftate, 
may  he  confirmed. 


vam 
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Resolved ,  That  the  faid  appointment  be,  and  it  is  hereby  approved 
and  confirmed. 

Wednesday  May  5,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prelent,  eleven  dates  as  yefterday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  leconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 

That  two  commiflioners  be  appointed  for  negociating  treaties  of 
commerce,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay, 
now  in  Europe,  to  be  chofen  in  fuch  manner  that  the  commercial  in- 
tereft  of  the  different  parts  of  the  union  may  be  equally  attended  to. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
poftpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  into  conlideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  reduction  of  the  civil  lift,  which  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Tilton,  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr.  McHenry,  appointed  to  confider  what 
reductions  may  be  made  in  the  civil  lift,  have  agreed  to  the  following 
refolutions  :  That  the  following  offices  be  difcontinued,  to  wit  :  The 
charge  des  affaires  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  whofe  falary  is  4444  dol¬ 
lars  ;  agent  at  the  Hague,  920  dollars;  fecond  under  fecretary  of 
foreign  affairs,  700  dollars  ;  the  fecretary  of  the  war-office,  1000  dol¬ 
lars  ;  agent  of  marine,  1500  dollars  ;  pay-mafter,  1000  dollars  ;  com- 
miffary  of  prifoners,  1200  dollars  ;  the  alfiftant  to  the  fuperintendant 
of  finance,  1850  dollars  ;  three  clerks  in  the  office  of  finance,  meaning 
that  three  fhall  remain,  1500  dollars  ;  one  clerk  to  the  comptroller, 
500  dollars  ;  two  auditors,  2000  dollars  ;  one  chaplain,  400  dollars  ; 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  gaol,  1338-J  dollars  ;  door-keeper  to  Congrefs, 
400  dollars,  whereby  an  annual  faving  will  accrue  to  the  United  States 
of  18,752-t  dollars.  That  the  following  falaries  may  be  reduced,  by 
taking  from  the  allowances  heretofore  eftablifhed,  the  following  fums  : 
The  fuperintendant  of  finance,  2000  dollars  ;  the  three  foreign  minif- 
ters  each,  111  1A.  dollars,  3333^-,  whereby  an  annual  faving  will  ac¬ 
crue  to  the  United  States  of  5333^  dollars:  That  inftead  of  the  an¬ 
nual  falary  heretofore  allowed  to  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals, 
they  be  allowed,  on  every  lpecial  occafion  wherein  they  fhall  be  called 
on,  the  fum  of  14  dollars' each  for  every  day  they  fhall  fit  in  court, 
and  the  fame  for  every  day  neceffarily  employed  in  travelling  to  and 
from  court. 

On  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Nero -Hampshire, 

Massachusetts , 

Rhodc-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New-Jersey, 


Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

qy 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay 

Mr.  Sherman , 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

ay 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

no 

Mr.  Paine, 

ay 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay 

Mr.  Dick , 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


divided . 


ay 


\ 
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Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 


Mr.  Mifflin y 

nol 

Mr.  Montgomery y 

no  S 

•  no 

Mr.  Handy 

no  j 

Mr.  Stone y 

no  7 

Mr.  Chasey 

no  5 

no 

Mr.  Hardy , 

no"] 

Mr.  Mercery 

no  ^ 

Mr.  Lee, 

no  ( 

>no 

Mr.  Monroe , 

no  I 

Mr.  WilliamsoUy 

■  no  ) 

Mr.  Spaight y 

no  5 

no 

Mr.  Ready 

no  > 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

no  \ 

no 

Nortb-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
to  ftrike  out  the  words,  “  two  commiflioners,”  and  infert,  “  one  com- 
milfioner And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight, 


A  evj-Ha  mpsb  i  re 
Massachusetts , 
Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North  -  Carol  i  n  a , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty^ 

Mr.  Picky 
Mr.  Miffiiny 
Mr.  Montgomery y 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  St  one  y 
Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Ace, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamsoiiy 
Mr.  Spaight y 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Bcrcsfordy 


ay 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


ay 

divided • 

ay 

ay 


?  divided, 
no  y 

£  divided . 


no 


•no 


no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  main  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Hardy, 

New-FIampshirey  Mr.  Fostery  no 

Mr.  Blanchard ,  no 

Mr.  Gerryy  ay 

Mr.  Partridgey  no 


no 


<r//u  / 


ded* 


Massachusettsy 
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Rhode -Island) 
Connecticut) 
New -Tor  k) 
New-Jersej) 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland) 

Virginia) 

North-Car  olina) 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Ellery) 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  Sherman) 
Mr.  Wadsworth) 
Mr.  De  Witt) 

Mr.  Paine) 

Mr.  Beatty) 

Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Mifflin ) 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand) 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase) 

Mr.  Hardy) 

Mr.  Mercer) 

Mr.  Lee) 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson) 
Mr.  Spaight) 

Mr,  Read) 

Mr.  Beresford) 


no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 
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So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Stone, 

That  one  commiftioner  be  appointed,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  for  the  purpofe  of  negotiating  treaties  of 
commerce. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr,  Beatty,  to 
poftpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following: 

That  the  interefts  of  the  United  States  do  not  require  that  more 
than  three  minifters  plenipotentiary  fhould  be  fupported  in  Europe,  to 
negociate  treaties  of  commerce. 

On  this  queftion  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  by  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  feconded  by  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina  ;  and  on  the  quef¬ 
tion  to  agree  to  the  previous  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


New -Hampshire) 

Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island) 

Connecticut , 

New-Vork) 

New-Jersey) 

Pennsylvania) 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard) 
Mr.  Gerry) 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery) 

Mr.  Howell) 

Mr.  Shermaii) 
Mr.  Wadsworth) 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine) 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Miff  in ) 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Hand , 

/ 


v 


Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Harcly , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Let’, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

So  v,as  ie^vcc*  111  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  fet  afide. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,^  to  poftpone  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  to  take  up  a  motion  to 
the  lame  elFcct,  with  one  which  was  made  by  them,  on  the  27th  of 

Maich  lad,  and  which  was  reierred  to  a  committee,  and  not  yet  re¬ 
ported  on.  J 

On  this  a  queftion  ol  order  was  moved, 

Av  hether,  when  a  motion  has  been  made,  and  that  motion  has  been 
left  ned  to  a  committee,  it  be  in  order  to  make  or  to  move  to  poftpone, 
m  oi(l-  i  to  take  up  a  motion  to  the  fame  effect,  before  the  committee 
-iave  reported  or  been  difcharged. 

1  he  prelident  determined  it  was  not  in  order. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  houte  by  Mr.  Ellery,  and  on  the  quef¬ 
tion,  lliall  the  decifion  ol  the  prelident  be  reverted  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


Ni iw-Ha  m pshi  re, 
]\lassachusetts , 
Rhode -Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New-f  ersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
South-Carolina , 


Mr. 

Foster , 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

tfj'i 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

no  \ 

Mr. 

Ellery , 

ay] 

Mr. 

Howell , 

ay  J 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

Mr. 

Wadsworth , 

tfy  j 

Mr. 

De  Witt , 

wo  } 

Mr. 

Paine , 

wo  y 

Mr. 

Beatty , 

0  ? 

Mr. 

Dick, 

Mr. 

Montgomery , 

wo  > 

Mr. 

Hand , 

wo  ^ 

Mr. 

Stone , 

wo  > 

Mr. 

Chase , 

wo  y 

Mr. 

Hardy , 

wo  1 

Mr. 

Mercer , 

no  > 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

no  j 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

no  ? 

Mr. 

Spaight , 

no  y 

Mr. 

Read , 

wo  ? 

Mr. 

Beresford , 

wo  y 

ay 


ay 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion,  (hall  the  propofition  for  which  the  motion  is  made 
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to  poftpone,  and  which  has  been  declared  not  to  be  in  order,  be  en¬ 
tered  on  the  journal  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Spaight, 


New- Ha  in pshi re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode -Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York, 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland , 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

av 

w 

ay 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 


1 

> 

1 


ay 

ay 

ay 

divided . 
no 

no 

UQ 

* 

no 


no 


divided . 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


New- Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

% 

Vol.  IX. 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery,  ' 
Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

T 


ay 

ay 

no 

no 

divided . 
no 

ay 


ay 


ay 
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North-Carolina, 
South-Car  olina , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaigbt , 
Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


wo 


divided* 


Thursday  May  6,  1784. 

Congi  efs  allembled  :  Prelent,  eleven  ftates  as  yefterday. 

A  motion  wae  mads  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell 

1  hat  from  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  next,  the  falary  of  a  minifter  of 

1  ie  United  States  at  a  foreign  court,  lhall  not  exceed  9000  dollars 
per  annum. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
finite  out  the  “  9000”  and  infert  “8000:”  And  on  the  queftion  to 
agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 
New-fersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


Mr.  Beresford,  Wi 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight, 


New- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr*  Howell, 

ay 

| 

I 


qy 
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Connecticut , 
New-York) 
New-Jersey) 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina) 

South  ~Carolinay 

* 


Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth) 
Mr.  D<? 

Mr.  Pai  nC) 

Mr.  Beatty 5 
Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Mifflin) 

Mr.  Montgomery) 
Mr.  Hand) 

Mr.  Stone) 

Mr.  Chase) 

Mr.  Hardy) 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee) 

Mr.  Monroe) 

Mr.  Williamson) 
Mr.  Spaight) 

Mr.  Read) 

Mr.  Beresford) 


i 


There  being  only  feven  dates  in  the  affirmative. 

A  quedion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 

Is  the  propofition  on  which  the  quedion  was  juft  taken  for  reducing 
the  falaries  of  our  foreign  minifters  from  11,111,  to  8000  dollar*  per 
annum,  for  each  minider,  a  propofition  which  requires  the  adent  of 
nine  Hates  ? 

When  this  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Spaight,  the  determination  thereof  was  poftponed  till 
to-morrow,  by  the  date  of  New-York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved ,  That  the  preddent  write  to  the  fupreme  executive  of  the 
date  of  Delaware,  informing  them  that  there  are  fubjeCts  of  condder- 
able  importance,  which  demand  the  immediate  attendance  of  their 
delegates  in  Gongrefs,  which  mud  neceffarily  be  podponed  unlefs  they 
come  forward  without  delay,  Gongrefs  having  determined  to  adjourn 
on  the  3d  day  of  June  next. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Sherman  and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  cap¬ 
tain  Peter  Peril  ; 

Resolved)  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  date  of 
Connecticut,  to  makeup  to  Peter  Perit  and  Jofeph  Hull,  lately  officers 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  depreciation  of  pay  according* 
to  their  refpeCtive  ranks,  from  the  16th  day  of  November,  1776,  to  the 
time  of  their  return  from  captivity,  to  be  charged  to  account  of  the 
United  States. 

That  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  Peter  Perit,  beddes  the  pay  to 
which  he  may  be  entitled  according  to  the  acts  of  the  24th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1778,  the  22d  of  May,  1779,  and  of  the  26th  May,  1781,  on 
his  return  from  captivity,  he  be  allowed  fuch  extra  pay  for  himfelf  and 
party  for  the  term  of  four  months,  in  which  they  ferved  on  board  the 
armed  doop  ITeder,  as  fhall  amount  to  the  excefs  of  pay  in  the  fea 
fervice  above  that  by  land.  That  pay  be  alfo  allowed  for  his  com- 
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pnny  from  the  16th  of  November,  1776,  to  the  7th  January,  1777. 

nd  whereas  the  laid  1.  Pent,  has  produced  evidence  that  no  extra 
pay  has  been  allowed  to  his  party  in  the  firft  cafe,  nor  has  any  pay 
been  made  Ins  company  in  the  fecond,  that  he  be  allowed  in  confider- 
at.on  ot  the  lols  ot  his  papers  at  the  time  he  was  taken  prifoner,  to 
confirm  the  feveral  mufters  by  his  oath. 


Fridat ,  May  7,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  hates  as  yefterday. 

1  he  queftion  being  taken  on  the  queftion  which  was  yefterday  poft- 
poned  by  the  date  of  New- York,  ;  r 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York, 

Hew- Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland, 
Virginia , 


North-Carolina , 
Soulb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
M  r.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  fiercer, 

Air.  Lee, 

Air.  Jl Ion  roe. 


no 


no 


no 


no 


divided . 


no 


no 


no 


divided. 


Air.  Spaight,  ay  * 

Air.  Be  res  for  d,  no  J>  * 

So  it  pafied  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  William- 
fon,  to  reconlider  the  refolution  pafTed  yefterday,  for  reftriaing  the 
falary  of  a  foreign  minifter  to  the  fum  of  8000  dollars,  for  the  purpofe 
of  amending  it,  by  changing  eight  into  nine  :  And  on  the  queftion 
to  reconfider  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


ay 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 


He  w-Ha  m pshire, 

Air.  Foster, 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

•/ 

ay 

Alt*.  Partridge, 

ay 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no 

New -York, 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

ay 

Mr.  Paine , 

ay 
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Mr.  Beatty, 

no  7 

Mr.  Dick, 

720  <; 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ayl 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay  V 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay  J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay? 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay  ) 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay-] 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ayl 

Mr.  Lee, 

ay} 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay J 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay? 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay  5 

South -Car  olina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay? 

Mr.  Beresford , 

ay  s 

no 


ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative, 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  William- 
Ton,  to  ftrike  out  the  word  u  eight,”  and  infert  the  word  nine 
And  on  the  quellion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Wadfworth, 


Ne  w-Ha  mpshi  re 
Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut, 
New-York , 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Vi  rginia , 

North-Car  olina , 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Me  rcer, 

Mr,  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


ay? 
ay$ 
ay  ? 

77  a  £ 
no  5 

720  ^ 

no  y 

tfy  ? 


770 

720 

02 

720 


/ 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  as  amended, 

Resolved,  That  from  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  next,  the  falary  of  a 
minifter  of  the  United  States  at  a  foreign  court,  (hall  not  exceed  9000 
dollars  per  annum. 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hardy. 

dm  Congrels  proceed  in  the  order  of  the  day,  to  the  eledion  of  a  fe- 
cretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to 
poltpone  that  bufinefs,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : 

1  hat  from  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  next,  the  falary  of° a  fecretary  for 
ioreign  affairs,  (hall  not  exceed  3000  dollars  per  annum. 

And  on  the  quellion  to  poflpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being*  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Ne  w-  Ha  mp  shire, 
Mas  such  a  setts , 
Rhode -I si  and, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mi*.  Pa riri dge , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Be  Witt, 

Mr.  Pa  ine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr,  Beresford, 


no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

Thereupon,  Congrels  proceeded  to  the  eledion,  and  being  this  day 
informed  by  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  lad,  from  Dr.  Franklin  that 
Mr.  J.  Jay,  propofed  to  embark  for  America,  in  the  month  of  April, 
and  this  information  correfponding  with  the  intelligence  communica¬ 
ted  to  Congrels  by  Mr.  Jay  himfelf,  in  his  letters  of  lad  year,  Mr.  Jay 
was  put  in  nomination  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Jay  was  deeded  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs,  having  been 
previoully  nominated  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  a  minider  plenipotentiary  be  appointed,  in  addition 
to  Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  for  the  purpofe  of 
uegociating  treaties  of  commerce. 

Congrels  proceeded  to  the  eledion,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mi*  1  horn  as  Jefferlon  was  deeded,  having  been  previoully  nomina¬ 
ted  by  Mr.  Hardy. 
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An  ordinance  for  afcertaining  the  mode  of  locating  and  difpofmg 
of  lands  in  the  wedern  territory,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  being*  reported  by  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  JefFerfon, 
Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Read,  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  was  read  a  firft  time. 

Ordered ,  That  Monday  next  be  affigmed  for  the  fecond  reading. 

The  grand  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr. 
Hand,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  re¬ 
ferred  a  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Maffachufetts,  to  revile  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  treafury  department,  and  report  fuch  alterations  as  they 
may  think  proper,  reported  the  draught  of  an  ordinance,  which  was 
x  read  a  firft  time. 

Ordered ,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  a  fecond  reading, 

Mondat ,  May  10,  1784. 

Gongrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  dates  as  before. 

Tuesdat ,  May  1  1,  1784. 

Gongrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  dates  as  yederday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stone,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  agent  of  marine  provide  fuitable  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  Mr.  JefFerfon’s  paffage  to  Europe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved ,  That  the  information  communicated  to  Gongrefs  by  the 
governor  of  the  date  of  New-Jerfey,  in  confequence  of  their  a£t  of  the 
6th  of  January  lad,  as  the  refult  of  his  enquiry  refpedting  the  robbery 
of  the  pod-office  at  Princeton,  is  fatisfa&ory,  and  exculpates  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  the  pod-inader  at  Princeton,  from  every  fufpicion  of  collufion 
or  fraud. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Resolved ,  That  a  fecretary  to  the  commiffion  for  negociating  com¬ 
mercial  treaties  be  appointed,  and  that  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  that 
purpofe. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  Augud  next,  the  falary  of  a 
fecretary  to  a  commiffion  or  embaffy  to  a  foreign  court,  or  for  nego¬ 
ciating  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  ffiall  not  exceed  3000  dollars  per 
annum. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Spaight,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 
amend  by  inferting,  “  500”  after  “  3000  And  on  the  quedion  to 
agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Howell, 


New-Hampshi  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no  3 

•  no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no  5 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay\ 

-  divided . 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no  5 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  } 

-  no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

710  } 

i 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no  ^ 

-  no 
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New -York, 

Mr.  Be  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

New- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

M  r  •  M o  n  tgo  m  e  ry, 

* 

Mr.  Hand, 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Air.  Spaight , 

North  -Carolina, 

South-Carol  ina , 

Air.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

• 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  beimr  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative,  every  member  anfwering  ay. 


Wednesday,  May  12,  1784. 

Congrefs  adembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  dates  as  yefterday. 

Congrels  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  lecretary  to  the  commiffion 

for  negotiating  treaties  of  commerce  with  foreign  powers  $  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  David  Humphreys  was  elected. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Hand  and  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  May  3d,  from  Samuel  Hodg- 
don,  commidary  of  military-dores,  enclofing  a  letter  of  14th  April, 
from  Jofeph  Whiting,  and  other  papers  ;  report, 

“  it:  appears  from  the  letter  of  Jofeph  Whiting,  that  a  certain 

Luther  Stoddart,  ot  Salifbury,  in  the  date  of  Connecticut,  hath  with¬ 
out  any  lawlul  authority  or  jud  caufe,  taken,  carried  away  and  con¬ 
verted  to  his  own  ufe,  military-dores  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
to  about  the  value  ot  2  3,7  ot  dollars.  I  hat  the  only  excute  made 
by  the  laid  Luther  Stoddart  for  his  condu&  was,  that  he  had  got  pof- 
fedion  ot  continental  certificates  to  the  amount  of  about  73334-  dol¬ 
lars  whereupon, 

Resolved ,  "That  the  faid  letters  and  papers  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
fuperintendant  of  finance,  and  that  he  take  the  mod  efle&ual  mea- 
fures  for  recovering  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  for  bring¬ 
ing  the  faid  Luther  Stoddart,  and  all  thole  concerned  with  him,  to 
trial,  and  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  as  to  law  and  judice  apper¬ 
tains  :  and  that  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be  requetied  to  give  eve¬ 
ry  proper  and  necedary  affidance  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  for 
edeCting  tliefe  purpofes. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Paine,  appointed  to  confider  of  the 
meafures  proper  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  take  podeffion  of  the  fron¬ 
tier  pods. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  commanding-officef  of  the  troops  now  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  open  a 
correfpondencc  with  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  majedy’s 
forces  in  Canada,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  precife  time  when  each  of 
the  polls  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  now  occupied  by 
Britifh  troops,  diall  be  delivered  up. 

That  he  endeavour  to  effect  an  exchange  with  the  Britifh  command¬ 
ing-officer  in  Canada,  of  the  cannon  and  llores,  at  the  pods  to  be  evacu¬ 
ated,  for  cannon  and  (lores  to  be  delivered  at  Wed-Point,  New-York, 
or  fome  other  convenient  place  ;  and  if  this  cannot  be  accomplifhed, 
t»hat  then  he  caufe  the  complement  of  cannon  and  dores,  requifite  ior 
thofe  pods,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  be  tranfported  thither  in  the  mod 
convenient  and  expeditious  manner  poffible. 

Thursdat ,  May  13,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yederday. 

The  committee  of  qualifications,  confiding  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Beatty,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Gerry,  report, 

That  the  delegates  from  the  date  of  Rhode-Idand  and  Providence 
Plantations,  now  in  Congrefs,  were  elected  on  the  fird  Wednefday  of 
May,  1783,  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  date  :  That  by  a 
law  of  the  faid  date,  the  delegates  are  to  be  elected  annually  on  the 
fird  Wednefday  in  May  :  That  by  an  add  of  the  legiflature  of  the  faid 
date,  of  the22dof  Augud,  1777,  it  is  refolved,  u  That  the  delegates 
appointed  or  who  may  be  appointed  to  reprefent  this  date  in  Congrefs, 
be,  and  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  to  reprefent 
faid  date  in  Congrefs,  until  they  or  either  of  them  diall  have  due  no¬ 
tice  of  their  re-eleddion,  or  until  the  delegates  who  may  be  appointed 
in  their  room  (hall  take  their  feats  in  Congrefs,  the  add  diredding  the 
eleddion  of  the  faid  delegates  for  one  year  to  the  contrary  notwithstand¬ 
ing.”  That  none  of  the  delegates  of  the  faid  date  took  their  feats 
in  Congrefs,  under  the  faid  appointment  of  May,  1783,  until  the  30th 
day  of  June  lad,  the  certificate  of  their  appointment  being  fird  produ¬ 
ced  and  read  in  Congrefs  on  that  day,  which  is  in  the  words  following  : 
u  State  of  Rhode-Idand  and  Providence  Plantations  :  I  certify,  that 
at  the  anniverfary  eleddion  of  officers,  civil  and  military,  for  the  date 
aforefaid,  held  on  the  fird  Wednefday  in  May,  A.  D.  1783,  the  lion. 
William  Ellery,  Jonathan  Arnold,  David  Howell  and  Henry  Mar- 
chant,  Efqrs;  were  eledded  delegates  to  reprefent  the  faid  date  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  one  year,  and  until 
others  fliall  be  appointed  in  their  dead,  and  appear  to  take  their 
places,  Henry  Ward,  Sec.”  That  by  the  fifth  of  the  articles  of 
confederation  it  is  agreed,  u  that  delegates  diall  be  annually  ap¬ 
pointed  in  fuch  manner  as  the  legidature  of  each  date  diall  diredd  to 
meet  in  Congrefs  on  the  fird  Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,” 
whereupon  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  no  date  has  right  to 
empower  its  delegates  to  fit  in  Congrefs  more  than  one  year,  under 
one  appointment,  and  that  the  year  for  which  the  faid  delegates  of 
the  date  of  Rhode-Idand  were  appointed,  is  expired.  The  faid  report 
being  this  day  brought  in  and  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  that 
Vol.  IX.  V 
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Congrefs  proceed  in  the  confideration  thereof:  And  on  the  queftion 

to  agree  to  that  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Spaight, 


New- Ha  mpsb  ire , 

C 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Jlfassachusetts, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-York, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New- Jersey >y 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Maryland , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North -Carolina, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Foster , 

no  \ 

Blanchard , 

no  < 

*  no 

Gerry , 

no  \ 

►  no 

Partridge , 

no  < 

Sherman, 

no  \ 

\ 

Wadsworth , 

no  < 

>  no 

De  Witt , 
Paine , 

no  \ 

| 

no  < 

►  no 

Beatty, 

no  \ 

>  no 

Dick, 

Miff,  in, 

no  < 

no' 

1 

Montgomery, 

ay 

V  no 

Hand, 

no  ^ 

I 

Stone , 

no  ] 

Chase, 

Hardy , 

no  { 

r  no 

no'' 

I 

Mercer , 

Lee, 

ay 

no 

i 

J>.rzo 

Monroe, 

no 

1 

Williamson , 

no  t 

>■  divided . 

Spaight, 

ay\ 

Read, 

Beresford, 

no  < 

j  divided . 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered ,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  confideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  qualifications. 

\  motion  was  then  made  by  the  delegates  for  New- York,  in  the 
words  following  : 

Whereas  the  legifiature  of  the  Rate  of  New-York  have  inrtru&ed 
their  delegates  in  Congrefs  as  follows,  to  wit  :  “  Whereas  upon  the 
con  cl  u  lion  of  a  general  peace  between  the  feveral  belligerent  powers 
in  Europe  and  thefe  United  States,  the  ports  at  prefent  occupied  by 
the  Britifii  troops  in  the  northern  and  wertern  parts  of  this  rtate,  will 
be  evacuated  by  them,  and  may  be  feized  by  favages  inimical  to  thefe 
United  States,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  may  be  ex- 
P  >fi*'l  to  great  danger  and  dirtrefs  :  And  whereas  by  the  fixth  article 
of  the  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  United  States 
of  \merica,  it  is  declared,  “  That  no  body  of  forces  {hall  be  kept  up 
b  any  rtatein  timeof  peace,  exceptfuch  number  only  as  in  thejudgment 
'■r  •  r  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fliall  be  deemed  requifite  to 

/rifon  the  forts  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  fuch  rtate,”  Resolved 
t  'u- re  fore,  That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in  Congrefs  be,  and  they 
a-"  hereby  inrtruded  to  reprefent  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  that  this  rtate  deem  it  effentially  neceffary  to  make  provifion. 
to  garrifon  the  faid  ports  immediately  on  the  evacuation  thereof  by 
■  lie  Britifii  troops  :  that  therefore  the  faid  delegates  requeft  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to  declare  the  number  of  troops  which 
hey  may  deem  neceffary  for  fuch  garrifons.  The  faid  delegates  at 
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the  faid  time  informing  the  faid  United  States,  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  legiflature,  that  a  body  of  troops  not  exceeding  500  rank  and 
file,  properly  officered,  would  be  adequate  for  the  purpofe  aforelaid  ; 
which  requeft  was  accordingly  made  by  the  faid  delegates.  And 
whereas  it  is  a  manifeftly  juft  conftrudhon  of  the  faid  fecfion  and  ar¬ 
ticles,  that  when  the  fovereignty  of  any  (late  ffiail  deem  it  neceffary, 
in  time  of  peace,  to  garrifon  forts  for  its  delence,  the  troops  are  to  be 
raifed  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of  fuch  ftate,  and  that  the  number  only  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  in  Congrels  al- 
fembled.  Resolved  therefore,  That  the  application  aforefaid  was,  and 
is  conftitutional  and  reafonable,  and  that  the  legiflature  of  this  ftate 
had,  and  have  a  right  to  a  decifion  thereupon.  That  it  appears  by  dil- 
patches  from  the  delegates  of  this  ftate,  that  no  fuch  decifion  was  made 
on  the  9th  day  of  this  prefent  month.  That  the  proceedings  or  this 
legiflature  have  already  been  greatly  embarraffed  for  want  of  luch  de¬ 
cision  •  and  as  it  is  uncertain  when  the  faid  United  States  will  decide 
on  the’ faid  requeft,  and  any  further  delay  in  profecutmg  meafures  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  fortreffes  on  the  frontiers  of  this  ftate,  and 
the  prote£lion  of  its  citizens,  will  be  highly  detrimental  to  this  ftate  : 
Resolved  therefore  further,  That  the  delegates  from  this  ftate  be  in- 
ftrucleflto  inform  Congrefs,  that  the  legiflature  cannot,  confident  with 
the  public  fafety,  any  longer  delay  meaiures  for  raifmg  a  body  of  troops 
for  the  purpofes* aforefaid  ;  that  fuch  number  will  not  exceed  that  fta- 
ted  in  the  faid  recited  refolution,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  legiflatme 
adequate  to  the  purpofe.  That  the  faid  delegates  do,  without  delay, 
orefs  upon  the  faid  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  the  juft  right 
of  this  ftate  to  the  determination  aforefaid,  and  entreat  that  it  may  be 

given  without  further  delay.”  ... 

The  delegates  for  the  ftate  of  New-York,  in  obedience  to  the  afoie* 

faid  inftru£lions,  move  that  it  be  refolved,  . 

That  for  the  purpofe  of  garrifoning  the  forts  within  the  ftate  of 
New-York,  neceffary  for  the  defence  thereof,  the  faid  ftate  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  keep  up  a  body  of  troops  or  forces  not  exceeding  500  rank  and 
file,  properly  officered.  And  on  this  the  faid  delegates  lequne  the 

yeas  and  nays. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Partridge,  that 
the  motion  of  the  delegates  of  New-York  be  committed. 

And  on  the  queftion  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  De  Witt, 


Ne  w-Ha  mp  shire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay  l 

°y  S 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay\ 

ay 

- 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ayS 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

ay? 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

<y  S 

New-York^ 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

no  £ 
no  5 

no 

A few  ■'Jersey) 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay? 

av 

Mr.  Dick , 

ay> 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Rtresford, 

So  it  was  relolved  in  the  affirmative. 


^  £  divided . 
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Friday,  May  14,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts, 
Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina. 

A  letter,  of  26th  April,  from  prefident  Weare,  of  New-Hampfhire, 
was  read,  enclofing  a  return  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houfes,  the 
number  oi  barns  and  other  buildings,  and  the  number  of  acres  of  land 
in  the  ieveral  towns  and  places  in  the  faid  Hate. 


Saturday,  May  15,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  conf, deration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
niittee  ot  qualifications  as  entered  on  the  13th  of  this  month  ;  and  a 
d i vi lion  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Lee, 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  claufe,  to  wit  :  That  no  fiate 

has  right  to  empower  its  delegates  to  fit  in  Congrefs  more  than  one 
year,  under  one  appointment  : 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Kelolved  in  the  affirmative,  every  member  anfwering  ay. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  claufe,  to  wit': 

th,at  yCar  *or  w^llcl1  tIie  delegates  of  the  ftate  of 
Khode-Iftand  were  appointed,  is  expired.” 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New- Ham \psbi  re, 
^Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, 
Ncw-Tork, 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Be  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand, 


no 


divided . 


no 


divided, 

divided. 
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Maryland , 

Mr. 

Stone , 

ay} 

ay 

Mr. 

Chase , 

aJ  5 

Virginia , 

Mr. 

Hardy , 

y~] 

Mr. 

fiercer) 

qy  L 

>ay 

- 

Mr. 

Lee , 

no  f 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

ayj 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Read , 

ay  ? 

ay 

Mr. 

Beresford , 

aJ$ 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Mqndat ,  May  17,  1784. 

Congrefs  aft'embled  :  Prelent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Illand,  Conne&icut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

Mr.  Hugh  Williamfon,  and  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight,  delegates  for 
the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  produced  credentials  under  the  great  feal 
of  the  ftate,  dated  the  24th  day  of  April,  1784  ;  by  which  it  appears, 
that  they  are  appointed  to  reprelent  the  faid  ftate  for  one  year,  to  com¬ 
mence  from  the  13th  day  of  this  prefent  month,  May. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania, 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  tranfmit  to  the  lupreme  executive  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  cafe  of 
Henry  Carbery,  which  are  on  the  files  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  fecre¬ 
tary  in  the  war-office  deliver  to  the  faid  executive,  fuch  papers  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  faid  Henry  Carbery,  as  are  in  his  poffeffion. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  conftfting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  JefTer- 
fon  and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  2  1ft  of 
April,  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  anfwer  be  returned  : 

SIR, 

The  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  are  informed  by  the  let¬ 
ter  which  you  were  plealed  to  addrefs  to  them  the  2  1ft  of  April,  that 
having  the  1  aft  year  requefted  of  his  majefty,  leave  to  return  to  France, 
you  learn  it  has  been  granted,  but  that  the  official  letter  of  the  minif¬ 
ter  being  loft,  you  expert  a  duplicate  which  will  probably  arrive  in 
the  recefs  of  Congrefs. 

It  is  with  great  concern,  fir,  that  Congrefs  receive  this  informa¬ 
tion,  as  it  refpe&s  a  minifter  for  whom  they  entertain  the  moft  perfect 
efteem. 

From  the  time  of  your  arrival  in  America,  to  the  figning  of  the 
provifional  treaty,  the  conduct  of  the  war  has  been  attended  with  nu¬ 
merous  difficulties  and  perils,  to  furmount  which,  the  joint  efforts 
of  the  United  States  and  of  their  great  and  good  ally  have  been  ne- 
ceffary. 

Congrefs  confiaer  it  as  a  fortunate  circumftance,  that  during  that 
period,  the  affairs  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  in  this  quarter,  have 
been  under  the  direction  of  an  able  and  faithful  minifter,  whole 
anxiety  to  promote  the  views  and  eftential  interefts  of  his  fovereign, 
has  been  ever  attended  with  a  laudable  endeavour  to  reconcile  them 
to  thofe  of  his  allies.  Without  fuch  a  difpofitioiij  it  is  evident.,  there 
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could  not  have  exifled  a  concert  of  thofe  meafures  which,  by  the 

fmiles  of  Providence,  have  haftened  the  conclufion  of  the  late  dif- 
treffing  war. 

The  abilities  of  the  gentlemen,  who,  as  you  are  informed,  is  to  be 
charged  with  the  affairs  of  your  department,  and  his  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  principles  on  which  the  alliance  was  founded,  will,  we 
doubt  not  con  {pi  re  to  produce,  on  his  part,  fuch  meafures  as  will  befl 
promote  the  mutual  interefl:  of  the  two  nations. 

We  now,  fir,  bid  you  an  affedionate  adieu,  with  the  fulled  afiur- 
ance  that  you  will  be  happy  in  the  fmiles  and  approbation  of  your 
royal  fovereign,  and  we  fincerely  wiffi  that  you  may  be  equally  fo  in 
an  interview  with  your  friends,  and  in  your  future  engagements. 

Tuesday  May  18,  1784. 

Congrefs  afTembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampffiire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Iiland,  Connedicut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland  and  Virginia  ;  and  from  the  date  of  North-Carolina,  Mr! 
Willi  am  fon,  and  from  South-Carolina,  Mr.  Beresford. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hardy,  as 
follows  : 

“  Whereas  it  is  necefTary  to  expedite  the  holding  treaties  with  the 
Indian  nations,  which  it  appears  cannot  be  done  but  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  an  armed  force,  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  in 
the  war-office  be  direded,  and  he  is  hereby  direded,  to  order  300 
men  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  when  and  to  what  place  or  places 
the  commiffioners  for  negociating  with  the  Indians,  or  any  two  of  them, 
ihall  dired  ;  and  that  the  commanding-officer  of  the  faid  troops  give 
fuch  protedion  to  the  commiffioners  as  they,  or  any  two  of  them, 
ffiall  require.  And  that  the  faid  fecretary  give  order  to  the  different 
keepers  of  the  public  {lores,  to  furnifh  to  the  order  of  the  commif- 
fi oners,  or  any  two  of  them,  fuch  tents,  marquees  and  other  articles 
as  the  faid  commiffioners  fhall  think  proper.  Resolved ,  That  the  fu- 
perintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  purchafing  and  tranfmitting  the 
articles  necelfary  for  the  Indian  treaties,  (according  to  a  lift  hereunto 
annexed)  to  fuch  places  as  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  negociate 
with  the  Indians,  or  any  two  of  them,  fhall  dired.  That  he  furnifh  fuch 
additional  articles,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  dollars,  as  the 

faid  commiffioners  ffiall  order,  and  that  he  contrad  with  fuch  perfons 
as  he  may  think  proper,  to  furnifh  60,000  rations  for  the  Indian  trea¬ 
ties,  at  fuch  places  as  the  commiffioners  or  any  two  of  them  ffiall  dired, 
together  with  fuch  things  as  fhall  be  necefTary  for  the  expenfes  of  the 
faid  commiffioners  during  the  negotiation.  Resolved ,  That  the  com¬ 
miffioners  for  negociating  with  the  Indians,  or  any  two  of  them,  being 
a  majority  of  thofe  prefent,  be  empowered  to  do  the  bufinefs  of  the 
commiffion,  and  to  appoint  a  fecretary,  meffengers,  interpreters,  flore- 
keepers,  and  fuch  artificers  as  they  may  find  necefTary,  and  to  agree 
with  them  for  their  pay,  for  which  they  ffiall  draw  warrants  on  the 
treafury.” 

Mr.  Howell  riling  to  fpeak  to  this  motion,  was  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Mercer  ;  and  he  having  fat  down,  the  following  queflion  was 
put  to  the  houfe  ; 
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Is  Mr.  Howell  in  order  to  fpeak  as  a  member  of  Congrefs  ? 
On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mp  shire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

ay 

New-York, 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

ay 

Mr.  Paine , 

ay 

New- Jersey , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay 

Mr.  Dick , 

ay 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

ay 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

Mr.  Hand , 

ay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone , 

no 

Mr.  Chase , 

ay 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no 

Mr.  Lee, 

ay 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

no 

ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


divided • 


no 


The  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  Hate  of 
Rhode-Idand,  were  objected  to. 


Wednesday  May  19,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-Idand,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  in 
the  words  following  : 

The  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  date  of 
Rhode-Idand,  were  objected  to  when  the  preceding  quedion  was  put, 
as  not  being  members  of  Congrefs,  and  that  for  the  following  rea- 
fons :  The  right  of  thofe  gentlemen  to  reprefent  the  (late  of  Rhode- 
Idand  was  dated  in  a  report  of  the  committee  of  qualifications,  en¬ 
tered  on  the  journals  on  the  1 3th  day  of  the  prefent  month,  in  the 
■words  following,  viz.  (here  the  report  to  be  inferted)  from  which  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  claimed  a  right  to  lit  and 
ad  as  members  of  Congrefs,  from  an  ad  of  the  legidature  of  that  date, 
paffed  on  the  22d  of  Augud,  1777,  which  ad  contains  the  following 
words,  u  that  the  delegates  appointed,  or  who  may  be  appointed,  to 
reprefent  this  date  in  Congrefs  be,  and  they,  or  either  of  them,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  reprefent  faid  date  in  Congrefs,  until  they,  or 
either  of  them,  dial!  have  due  notice  of  their  re-eledion,  or  until  the 
delegates  who  may  be  appointed  in  their  room  (hall  take  their  feats 
in  Congrefs,  the  ad  direding  the  eledion  of  the  faid  delegates  for 
one  year,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding and  the  faid  Mr.  Ellery 
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and  Mr.  IIowcll,  affirming  that  the  faid  ad  gave  them  a  right  under 
the  confederation  to  reprefent  the  date  of  Rhode-Ifland,  after  a  year 
rom  the  time  ol  their  eledion  as  aforefaid  had  expired,  fo  that  they 
did  not  exceed  the  term  of  a  year  after  firft  taking  their  feats  in  Con- 
gicL.  And  the  right  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  fit  and  ad 
m  Congrefs,  depending  on  a  conftrudion  of  the  faid  ad  of  Rhode-Ifl- 
and,  and  the  confederation  and  the  fad  that  the  year  from  the  time  of 
their  appointment  as  aforefaid  had  expired  on  the  day  of  May 

inftant,  being  agreed  and  admitted.  And  the  queftion  upon  the  report 
ot  the  committee  of  qualifications  under  thole  circumftances  being 
ta..en  in  Congreis,  four  dates  voted  againft  the  conftru&ion  affirmed 
liy  Mr.  Lllery  and  Mr.  Howell,  two  in  favour  of  fuch  conftruftion, 
and  three  were  divided  ;  and  when  the  preceding  queftion  was  taken 
there  appearing  but  feven  Hates  in  the  affirmative,  including  the  ftate 

0  .  !;Jlod*'Ifland,  and  the  queftion  from  its  nature  involving  the  right 
ol  Mr.  LHery  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  fit  and  aft  as  members  of  Congrefs 
who  were  the  only  perfons  anfvvering  for  that  ftate,  the  decifion  of  Con- 
grefs  is  required, 

Whether  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal 
as  voting  on  the  preceding  queftion  ? 

.A  motion  was. made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  fecondedby  Mr.  Lee,  to  com¬ 
mit  the  foregoing  motion  ;  and  on  the  queftion  to  commit,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Blanchard, 

^  /a  m  ^ 

divided. 


New- Hampshire^ 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

• 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry y 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Shermany 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Be  Witty 

New-Vork , 

Neiv-Pf  erscy , 

Mr.  Painey 

Mr.  Dicky 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mijjliny 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Handy 

Mr.  Stone , 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Chasey 

Mr.  Hardy , 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Leey 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamsony 

South-Carolinay 

Mr.  Spaighty 

Mr.  Ready 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

ay 

divided . 


ay 


divided . 


no 


/irtei  ueoate,  the  loregoing  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  1 
ing  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Stone, 
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The  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  in  behalf  of  the  date  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  on  the  quedion  entered  on  the  journal  in  the  following 
words  :  “  Is  Mr.  Howell  in  ordex  to  fpeak  as  a  member  of  Gongrefs  ?” 
having  been  obje&ed  to  as  not  being  members  of  Gongrefs,  and  it  be¬ 
ing  alleged  that  the  quedion  in  its  nature  involved  the  quedion  of  the 
right  of  thole  gentlemen  to  ad  as  members  of  Congrefs,  and  they  be¬ 
ing  the  only  perfons  appearing  to  vote  for  the  faid  date,  the  decidon 
of  Gongrefs  is  required,  whether  Rhode-Ifland  (hall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  as  voting  on  that  quedion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ghafe,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  to  podpone 
that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following : 

The  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  date  of 
Rhode-Illand,  being  objected  to  when  the  preceding  quedion  was  put. 

Have  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  a  right  to  fpeak  and  vote  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  Gongrefs,  after  the  following  quedion,  to  wit :  u  That  the  year 
for  which  the  faid  delegates  of  the  date  of  Rhode-Idand  were  appoint¬ 
ed  is  expired,”  had  been  taken  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  quali¬ 
fications,  and  lod,  as  appears  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  wit:  (Here  in- 
fert  the  yeas  and  nays.) 

And  on  the  quedion  to  podpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chafe, 


Mr.  Foster , 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  i  re 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge , 


Massachusetts 


Mr.  Ellery , 
Mr.  Howell , 


Mr.  Sherman , 

"TV/T  v-  TA7 n  rt ems  nv+T-\ 


Connecticut 


New -York 


Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr,  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


^  divided, 


no 


North -Carolina 
South-Carolina , 


So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beat¬ 
ty,  to  drike  out  the  following  words,  “  it  being  alleged  that  the  quef- 
tion  in  its  nature  involved  the  quedion  of  the  right  of  thofe  gentle¬ 
men  to  a as  members  of  Congrefs,  and” 
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And  on  the  quefhon,  fliall  thofe  words  Hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nayj 
being  required  by  Mr.  Stone,  y 


New -  Ha  m psh  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  HowelL 

Connecticuty 

7 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 

New-Yorky 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

New-Jerseyy 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Marylandy 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaigkt , 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 

no 


no 


divided 


no 


ay 


divided . 


■ay 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  words  were  {truck  out. 

The  motion  being  amended  to  read, 

The  votes  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  on  behalf  of  the  (late  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  on  the  queftion  entered  on  the  journal  in  the  following 
words  :  Is  Mr.  Howell  in  order  to  fpeak  as  a  member  of  Congrefs  ?” 
haying  been  objeded  to  as  not  being  members  of  Congrefs,  and  they 
being  the  only  perfons  appearing  to  vote  for  the  faid  date, 

1  he  decilion  of  Congrefs  is  required,  whether  Rhode-Ifland  fliall  be 
entered  on  the  journal  as  voting  on  that  queftion. 

And  on  the  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Blanchard,  1 


Ne  w-  Ha  mp  sbi  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Connecticut , 
Ncw-York , 
New-Jersey, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Elleryy 
Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Beattyy 
Mr.  Dicky 


\ 


ay? 
ay  5 

ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 
ay 

ay 

ay? 

ayS 

ay 
ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 
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Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomerj , 
Mr. 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Letfd, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


Thursday,  May  20,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  the  fame  ftates  as  yefterday,  except 
Maffachufetts,  from  which  ftate  Mr.  Partridge  only  was  prefent. 

Mr.  John  Stevens,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  attended, 

and  took  his  feat  in  Congrels.  .  £ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight,  ioi 
the  purpofe  of  removing  the 'names  of  Mr,  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell 
from  the  journal  on  the  queftion  taken  the  19th  inftant,  by  propounding 
a  queftion  ;  (hall  the  names  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell  ft  and  . 

This  was  objeded  to  by  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Partridge  as  being  out 
of  order  :  And  on  the  queftion,  a  is  the  motion  in  order  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Blanchard, 


New- Hampshire, 

Massachusetts , 
Rhode-Island , 

Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland, 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina , 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Be  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 


no 

no 

no 

no 

no 


no 


no 


no 


divided, 
divided . 


ay 


divided . 


ay 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 
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Friday ,  May  21  1784. 

'  New^Jerfey  Pennrvfvsl"8  kr™™'*’  ^-Hampfliire,  Connecticut, 

»  ?= 

the  prefident  adjourned  Congress  till  ten  o'clock  to’n>or,'ow.  J 

^  n  ,  Saturday  May  22,  1784. 

c,„“k*ra”& 

t™  l>™ryi„„i,,  J,  Mvi«'  „"fr X  “;Sie“irMaP,rrtrid|!e’ 

till  Monday  next.  ’  1,2  prefldent  adJourned  Congrefs 

.. ,  „  Monday,  May  24,  1784 

duced",  „d"n“af  StoSS  S’ TM'  *- 

a  dejegate  to  reprefent  the  f>id  ftate^  £^1?^ 
rsovember,  1784.  6  5  1  LIlcn,lt  aay  or 

K  ho  d  e  -  L(1  an  d  o  n  ri  e  <ft  i  c  u  t  ^N  e  w  -  York"'  ~  N  e  \v  ^[e  r  fe ' 

Maryland,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina’.  U1Ill>  lvan,a> 

whteupon,’  °f  thiS  da>’  fmm  maj°r-SeneraI  H-  Knox,  was  read  ; 

rallc'nox'lo? ’n8  Ppr°Ve  of  tl,e  propofition  of  major-gene¬ 

ra  Knox,  to  fend  a  field-officer  into  Canada,  for  the  uuroofe  „f  af 

h“ 'IS  §X  *"d  “pedil:°"  »'■■»  '">■  pods  wit!- 

JJ ■“ s::  s  x,,r\rpi’  - 1 

(fores  at  thoK  ,  ,  .  excl,an«e  ol  the  cannon  and 

of  May  inllant  g  7  to  a  rcfoIution  op  Congrefs  of  the  12th 

delegates'of  Sout^C  '  *7  tleJ"Sat:es  °f  Virginia,  feconded  by  the 
tie  legates  ot  South-Carolina,  in  the  words  following  : 

1  he  delegates  reprefenting  the  (fates  of  Virginia  and  South-Caro 
hna,  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  have  maturely  confideTd 

id  Z  Flow  U  C0T'Te  °'>Ualificati0-  -  C-  cafe  of  Mr.  El  Cry 
•  rM  ^IoWe11!’1who  claimed  to  reprefent  the  date  of  Rhode-Ifland 

in  Congrefs,  which  report  is  entered  on  the  journal  on  the  13th  day 
of  the  prerent  month,  and  alfo  the  refolution  reported  by  the  faid 
committee  ;  whereon  four  dates  in  Congrefs  voted  that  the  tim  e 
fe  vice  of  the  faid  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  had  expired  on  the 
7tl.  in  (fan  t,  agreeably  to  the  fenfe  and  letter  of  the  articles  of  con¬ 
federation  two  (fates  only  voting  in  the  negative,  and  three  (fates 
n  infj  (  lvided,  1  hey  have  given  all  due  attention  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congrefs  on  the  faid  cafe  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  as  they 
appear  on  the  journals  of  the  15th  inftant,  together  with  the  faffs, 
evidences  and  arguments  adduced,  as  well  by  the  faid  committee,  as 
by  the  faid  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell.  And  after  full  confidera- 
-ion  of  the  lame,  they  judge  it  to  be  their  duty  as  members  of  the 
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United  States  in  Congrefs,  and  on  behalf  of  the  dates  they  reprefent, 
to  objeCl  to  and  proted  againd  the  exereife  of  thole  iovereign  powers 
delegated  by  the  citizens  of  thefe  dates  to  the  United  States  in  C011- 
grefs  affembled,  by  the  faid  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  or  either  ot 
them  as  being  perfons  unauthorized  according  to  the  articles  oi  con¬ 
federation.  They  contend  that  confidently  with  the  invariable  laws 
of  reafon,  and  the  univerfal  practice  of  reprefentative  bodies,  all  per¬ 
fons  who  claim  to  exereife  jointly  with  others,  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment  mud,  if  that  claim  is  conteded  either  when  fir  It  offered,  or  at 
any  time  poderior  thereto,  {hew  by  what  right  they  do  claim  :  and 
more  efpecially  the  faid  delegates  do  affert,  that  in  a  body  conditutcd 
as  Congrefs  is,  where  iovereign  dates  have  agreed  to  inved  perfons 
chofen  by  other  dates,  with  the  power  of  governing  themfelves  rel- 
pectively,  and  have  defignated  by  compact  how  thole  perfons  fhall  be 
condituted,  each  date  ought  to  have,  and  has,  an  undoubted  right  to 
enquire,  whether  the  rules  laid  down  in  that  compact  have  been  ad¬ 
hered  to  in  the  appointment  of  thofe  perfons  ;  to  whom,  without  the 
power  of  election  or  removing  or  punidiing,  they  have  fubmitted  their 
deareft  rights  and  intereds.  When  fuch  enquiry  is  made,  and  the 
powers  of  perfons  fo  conteded,  they  do  indd  on  it  as  a  right,  which 
no  date  ought  or  can  of  right  be  deprived  of,  to  have  fuch  quedioned 
powers  clearly  proved,  and  judicially  edabliflied,  before  they  Hiali  be 
exercifed.  For  otherwife  the  exereife  would  determine  the  quedion 
of  the  right.  The  faid  delegates  confider  Congrefs  as  the  only  tri¬ 
bunal  competent  to  decide  on  the  right  of  perfons  claiming  to  act  as 
members  of  their  body.  This  is  a  power,  which  all  legillative  bodies 
invariably  exereife,  and  which  mult  of  neceflity  re  fide  in  them  alone. 
And  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  to  have  fuch  right  edabliflied 
by  Congrefs,  an  affirmative  vote  is  indifpenfably  requilite.  A  direct 
affirmation  of  a  right  in  order  to  edablilh  it,  is  required  by  reafon, 
and  is  ufed  in  practice.  As  on  the  contrary,  to  ground  a  right  on  an 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  a  proportion  palled  in  the  negative,  is 
equally  contradictory  to  reafon  and  cudom.  A  proportion  not  car¬ 
ried,  determines  nothing.  How  abfurd  then  would  it  be  to  edablilh 
a  right  by  a  vote  which  determines  nothing  1  They  apprehend  that  to 
admit  that  one  or  two  dates  may  continue  a  reprefentation  in  Con¬ 
grefs,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  much  greater  number  of  dates, 
who  are  decided  that  fuch  reprefentation  is  unauthorized  by  the  con¬ 
federation,  would  be  edabliffiing  a  principle  fraught  with  dangerous 
confequences  to  the  union,  and  judly  alarming  to  the  citizens  thereof, 
who  have  right  to  expert  that  thofe,  and  thofe  alone,  whom  they 
have  conditionally  authorized  to  govern  them,  fhall  be  admitted  to 
cxercile  fovereign  authority  ;  who  have  a  right  to  demand  from  their 
delegates  to  be  defended  and  protected  from  fuch  ufurpation  and  vio¬ 
lence.  When  the  aCts  of  the  United  States  go  forth  as  the  aCts  of 
perfons,  whofe  right  to  govern  is  unimpeached,  their  validity  will  be 
unquedioned  by  the  people.  But  when  vitiated  aCts  paffed  by  the 
voice  of  perfons  whom  a  large  majority  of  the  members  reprefen  ting 
the  confederacy,  confider  as  intruding  into  the  councils  of  the  union, 
are  iffued,  obedience  cannot  be  expeCted  and  ought  not  to  be  wilhed. 
li  reprefentations  may  be  continued  by  the  voice  of  one  or  two  dates, 
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that  check  provided  by  the  conflitution,  -which  direds  that  repre- 
fcntatives  in  Congrels,  (hall  exih  there  only  by  the  voice  of  their 
coni'll tuents,  and  the  confederation  is  loft  ;  and  fufpicions  may  be 
excited  among  the  people  at  large,  that  perfons  may,  at  fome 
iuture  period,  by  the  aft  of  a  few  deligning  members,  be  continued  in 
Congrefs,  to  the  dehrudion  of  the  conflitution  and  ellabiithment  of 
oligarchy.  On  the  contrary,  they  muff  obferve,  that  to  require  an  af- 
lirmative  voice  of  the  United  States,  to  ehablilh  the  right  of  members, 
may  poffibly  be  produdive  of  fome  delay  of  bufinefs,  until  hates,  ad- 
ver tiled  of  the  errors  which  vitiate  their  appointments,  {hall  have  time 
to  i  edify  them.  On  this  fide  they  fee  a  pohible  temporary  inconve¬ 
nience  :  but  on  the  other  they  difeover  a  certain  and  adual  violation 
the  conflitution.  Still  however  reduced,  by  the  perfeverence  of 
Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  the  alternative  of  hopping  the  bufi- 
n  of  the  United  States  at  a  very  critical  moment,  or  proceeding-  to 
acl  with  them  ;  they  have  judged  it  moh  advifable  to  prefer  the  latter 
u  ulc  r  a  detei  initiation,  on  all  quehions,  where  the  intereh  of  the  union 
at  large,  or  that  ot  the  hates  they  reprefent,  may  be  materially  affect¬ 
ed,  to  have  it  hated  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  the  manner  in  which  they 
■IK.  can  led  \  having  to  themfelves  and  to  the  hates  they  reprefent,  the 
light  they  may  have  to  invalidate  all  ads  puffed  in  Congrefs^  wherein 
the  voices  or  Mr,  Ellery  and  Mr.  Howell,  are  deciding  on  the  quef- 
tion  ;  and  alfo  declaring  and  protehing  againh  fuch  acquiefcence  in 


tiiC  con dn cl  ot  thole  gentlemen,  which  they  deem  to  be  lrreg'ular  and 
nnjuflifiable,  being  ever  hereafter  confidered  as  a  precedent  in  fimiiar 
cafes  ;  effedually  to  prevent  which,  and  in  order  to  ehablifh  a  rule  of 
proceeding,  which  they  confider  as  required  by  reafon  and  the  confe¬ 
deration,  they  propofe  the  following  relolution  :  Resolved ,  That  when 
any  hate  fh all  objed  to  the  credentials  under  which  perfons  may 
claim  to  ad  as  members  of  Congrefs,  fuch  credentials  (hall  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  committee  of  qualifications,  who  fhall  forthwith  report  to 
Congrefs  a  hate  ot  fads  and  evidences  as  they  appear  to  them,  but 
giving  no  opinion  whatever  thereon.  And  leven  hates  in  Congrefs 
then  agreeing,  that  fuch  credentials  convey  to  perfons  lo  claiming  a 
right  to  ad  as  member  of  Congrefs,  then  fuch  perfons  fhall  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  acl  under  fuch  credentials  :  and  if  feven  hates  {hall  not  fo  agree, 
they  Oiall  not  be  permitted  to  lit  in  Congrefs,  but  the  prefident  for 
the  time  being  fhall,  and  he  is  hereby  direded,  to  tranfmit  to  the  hate 
ifiuing  fuch  credentials,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  obiedions,  as 
they  appear  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qualifications,  in  order 
that  any  errors  therein  may  be  redified. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  to  poh- 
pone  the  conlideration  of  the  foregoing  motion,  in  order  to  take  up 
the  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  quehion  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qualifica¬ 
tions,  on  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  the  hate  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations,  was  taken  and  loh  on  the  15th  inhant ; 
and  whereas  fince  that  period,  the  faid  delegates  have  been  continually 
called  to  order,  and  have  not  been  permitted  to  fpeak  or  vote  in  Con¬ 
grefs  without  interruption  from  fome  members:  Resolved ,  That  after 
delegates  fhall  have  been  received  as  members  into  Congrefs,  on  fuf- 
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ftcient  credentials  for  one  year,  fuch  delegates  fo  admitted,  (hall  not 
be  excluded  the  houfe  but  by  the  voices  of  feven  Hates. 

On  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


New -Ha  mpshi  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

ayl 

-  fly 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay) 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay] 

;  ^ 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay) 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ay] 

•  fly 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay  ) 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

ay) 

■  fly 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

ay) 

New-Tork , 

Mr.  JF/ff, 

Mr.  Paine , 

no  } 

ay) 

divided . 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

ay) 

i 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay 

foy 

Mr.  Dick, 

ay  J 

1 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

qyl 

1 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

770 

no 

Mr.  Hand , 

no] 

\ 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone, 

no  ( 

►  divided . 

Mr.  Chase , 

ay) 

vr  i'  v  »  WV  V  V 

> 

Virginia , 

Mr.  j Hardy, 

no  } 

►no 

Mr.  Mercer, 

no ) 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no  ' 

r*  * 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

no  < 

►  no 

Mr.  Beresford, 

no  < 

So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  propofed  by  the  delegates 
for  Virginia  and  South-Carolina,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Hardy, 


New-  Ha  mpsh  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no  } 

■  no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

710  ^ 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Dana, 

no) 

■  no 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no  ) 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  ) 

-  no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no  \ 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no  \ 

> 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no  ) 

-  no 

New-Tork, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine, 

ay} 
110  < 

J  divided , 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens , 

i 

Mr.  Beatty, 

no  1 

bno 

Mr.  Dick, 

no  ' 

I 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

no"! 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

I 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

no) 

►  divided \ 
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Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay~> 

ay  5 

qy  J> 

fly  > 

bJortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read , 

So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

Mr.  Beresford , 

✓  > 
tfy  5  1 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates  for  New-York  as  follows  : 
Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  Hate  of  New-York,  move  in  Congrefs 
oi  a  i  econlideration  ol  the  aft  of  Congrefs  of  the  18th  of  April,  1783, 
re  I  petting  the  quotas  of  the  feveral  {fates,  with  a  view  to  obtain  an 
abatement  in  the  quota  of  the  faid  {fate. 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  to  reconfider  the  faid  att. 

a  J]  1  <lue^*lon  t0  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Paine,  ^ 


New-  Ha  m psb  ire 
Massachusetts , 
Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

/ 

Nortb-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  JFiff, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
M  r.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


So  it  pafied  in  the  negative. 


Tuesday ,  J/oy  25,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prelent  as  yederday. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Stone  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Dr.  Gor¬ 
don,  reprefenting  that  with  the  defire  of  cherifhing  the  love  of  liberty, 
he  has  at  a  confiderable  expenfe,  been  collecting  materials  for  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  late  revolution,  and  praying  that  he  may  have  accefs,  under 
the  neceflary  redraints,  to  the  documents  and  records  in  the  archives 
of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  Congrefs  would  be  pleafed  to  countenance  his 
admidion  to  the  papers  of  the  late  commander  in  chief. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  lay  before  Dr.  Gordon,  any 


MAY  1784. 


165 


papers  or  files  in  his  office  which  may  be  defired  ;  except  inftruclions 
to  the  minifters  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  letters  to 
or  from  thofe  minifters,  or  other  foreign  minifters,  or  any  ads  or  re¬ 
cords  which  hitherto  have  been  confidered  as  confidential  or  fecret. 

That  Congrefs  having  the  fulleft  confidence  in  the  prudence  of  the 
late  commander  in  chief,  have  no  objection  to  his  laying  before  Dr. 
Gordon,  any  of  his  papers  which  he  fhall  think,  at  this  period,  may 
be  fubmitted  to  the  eye  of  the  public. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Paine,  u  appointed  to  confider  of 
the  meafures  proper  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  take  polfeffion  of  the 
frontier  polls,”  being  under  debate,  . 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Monroe, 

That  there  be  enlifted,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  ferve  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged,  450  men,  to  be  employed  for 
defence  of  the  northweftern  frontier  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
that  the  different  ftates  furnifh  their  quotas  in  the  following  propor¬ 
tions. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded^by  Mr.  Montgomery,  to 
poftpone  the  conlideration  of  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

u  That  there  be  engaged  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  ferve  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged,  896  men,  including  non-com- 
miffioned  officers,  for  the  defence  of  the  northweftern  frontiers  of  the 
United  States.” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 

New -Hampshire , 


Connecticut 


New -Tor  k 


Rhode-Island. 


Massachusetts 


New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


af\ 


noj 
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North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

*  ay 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Spaight , 

ay 

Mr.  Read , 

ay 

So  the  quehion  was  loh. 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay 

ay 


ay 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  fecondedby  Mr.  Gerry,  to 
amend  the  original  motion,  by  inferting  immediately  after  “  difcharg¬ 
ed,”  the  following  words  :  By  Congrefs,  or  unlefs  the  legidatures  of 
live  of  the  hates  (hould,  by  their  delegates  in  Congrefs,  requefl  them, 
or  any  part  of  them,  to  be  fooner  difcharged,  in  which  cafe  they  (hall 
be  difcharged  by  Congrefs  accordingly. 

And  on  the  quehion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 


ay 


ay 


divided • 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
amend  the  motion  by  ftriking  out  the  words  “  there  be  enlihed,”  and 
in  lieu  thereof  to  inlert,  u  it  be  recommended  to  the  following  hates  to 
enlih  And  on  the  quehion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


required  by  Mr.  Sp 

aigbt, 

Ne  w-Ha  m psh  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay 

Mr.  Dana , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell , 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no 

New-Tork, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

no 

Mr.  Paine , 

no 

Mew-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

no 

Mr.  Dick, 

no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

no 

M r .  ?2 tg ornery. 

no 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone, 

no 

Mr.  Chase, 

no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

aJ 

Mr.  Monroe , 

no 

Nortb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

710 

Mr.  Spaight, 

710 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

no 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

no 

New- Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

**  J20 

Mr.  Partridge, 

fly 

Rbode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

£  V 

>av 

3 


na 
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Connecticut , 
New-York, 
New-Jersey  , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  D/c/4, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr. 


no 

no 

?zo 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

720 

no 

no 


^  <7  A  / 


divided • 


no 


no 


no 


no 


} 


no 


no 


no 


Mr.  Beresford, 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay’) 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay$ 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no  1 

Mr.  Dana , 

no  > 

Mr.  Partridge, 

no  J 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  ? 

Mr.  Howell, 

<yS 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

°y\ 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

qyS 

New -York , 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

no  ? 

Mr.  Paine, 

no  5 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens , 

no  ? 

Mr.  Dick, 

no  3 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

no  7 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

no  5 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone, 

ayj 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay  S 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

no! 

Mr.  Mercer, 

no 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay] 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no  } 

Mr.  Spaight , 

no  5 

South-Carolina , 

Mr.  Read, 

nol 

Mr.  Beresford , 

no  j 

no 


divide  do 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

Wednesda t,  May  26,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

The  report  of  the  commitee,  u  appointed  to  confider  of  the  meafures 
proper  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  take  polTeffion  of  the  frontier  polls,” 
being  under  debate, 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer 

1  hat  there  be  enlifted  as  foot!  as  poffible,  to  l'erve  for  the  term  of 
three  years  unlefs  fooner  difcharged,  896  men,  to  give  protedtion  to 
the  commilhoners  appointed  to  negociate  treaties  of  peace  with  the 
Indians,  and  to  defend  the  northweftern  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
and  that  the  different  [fates  furnifh  their  quotas,  See. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  pofl- 

ponc  the  confederation  oi  the  laid  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  fol- 
lowing  :  r 

Whereas  different  opinions  exih  in  Congrefs  refpeaing  their  au¬ 
thority  to  make  requifitions  on  the  feveral  hates  for  land  forces  in 
time  ot  peace  :  and  whereas  fuch  a  conhruction  of  the  confederation 
as  will  enable  Congrefs  to  make  requifitions  for  a  fmall  number  of  land 
oices  lor  a  fhort  period,  muh  admit  an  unlimited  power  to  extend 
their  requifitions,  both  with  refped  to  numbers  and  time  of  fervice 
and  mu  ft  preclude  the  hates  from  a  right  of  deliberating,  and  leave 
them  only  an  executive  authority  on  the  fubjeft.  And  whereas  Con- 
grels  being  authorized  to  make  foreign  and  domehic  loans,  and  to 
llfue  bills  of  credit,  if  permitted  to  raife  land  forces  as  aforefaid  in 
time  of  peace,  will  be  furnifhed  with  fuch  coercive  means  as  muh  be 
very  alarming  to  the  feveral  hates  :  and  whereas  handing  armies  in 
time  of  peace  are  inconhhent  with  the  principles  of  republican  govern¬ 
ments,  danger ous  to  the  liberties  of  a  Iree  people,  and  generally  con¬ 
verted  intodehru&ive  engines  for  ehablifhing  defpotifm.  And  where¬ 
as  the  United  States,  being  remote  from  nations  that  have  peace 
ehablifhments,  may  avoid  the  heavy  expenfes  thereof  by  providing  a 
fmall  number  of  troops  for  garrifoning  their  pohs  and  guarding  their 
magazines,  and  by  being  always  in  a  hate  of  defence,  on  the  plan  of 
the  confederation,  which  provides  that,  “  every  hate  fliall  always  keep 
up  a  well  regulated  and  difeiplined  militia,  fufficiently  armed  and  ac¬ 
coutred  ;  and  fliall  provide  and  have  conhantly  ready  for  ufe,  in  public 
hores,  a  due  number  of  field  pieces  and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity 
l  aims,  ammunition  and  camp  equipage.  And  whereas  in  a  matter 
fo  doubtful,  as  it  refpedts  the  authority  of  Congrefs,  and  of  fuch  high 
impoi  tance  to  the  union,  it  is  expedient  that  the  delegates  fhould  take 
the  fenfe  of  their  conhituents  on  the  fubjedl  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
Congrefs  in  the  interim  to  fufpend  the  exercife  of  the  powers  aforefaid 
for  that  purpole.  It  is  therefore  Resolved ,  That  recommendations 
in  lieu  of  requifitions  fliall  be  fent  to  the  feveral  hates  for  raifing  the 
troops  which  maybe  immediately  neceflary  for  garrifoning  the  weftern 
pohs,  and  guarding  the  magazines  of  the  United  States,  unlefs  Con¬ 
grefs  fhould  think  it  expedient  to  employ  the  continental  troops  now 
at  Weft-Point,  in  the  fervice  aforefaid. 

On  this  motion  the  previous  quehion  was  moved  by  the  hate  of 
South-Carolina,  feconded  by  the  hate  of  North-Carolina  : 

And  on  the  quehion  to  agree  to  the  previous  quehion,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Foster ,  no 

Mr.  Blanchard ,  no 

Mr.  Gerry ,  no 

Mr.  Dana ,  no  > no 


Ne  w- Ha  mpsh  i  re , 

0 

Massachusetts , 


no 


Mr.  Partridge 2 


no 

no 
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Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell , 

no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no 

New -York) 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

ay 

Mr.  Paine , 

ay 

New -Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens , 

ay 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay 

Mr.  Dick, 

ay 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

ay 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay 

Mr.  Ha7id, 

ay 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone , 

ay 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay 

North - Carolina , 

Mr.  Williams  on, 

ay 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read , 

ay 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay 
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So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Read  being  amended,  by  (hiking  out  the 
words,  “  to  give  protection  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  nego¬ 
tiate  treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indians,  and”  fo  as  to  read,  that  there 
be  enlifted  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  ferve  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
unlefs  fooner  difcharged,  896  fnen,  to  defend  the  northweftern  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  United  States,  See. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


New- Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster, 

no 

-  no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no  ) 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no' ] 

1 

Mr.  Dana, 

no 

>  no 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no] 

j 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  } 

-  no 

Mr.  Howell, 

no  } 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no  i 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no  5 

-  no 

New-York, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

no  i 

-  no 

\ 

1 

Mr.  Paine, 

no  ) 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

ayl 

Mr.  Beatty , 

ay 

r  °y 

Mr.  Dick, 

°y] 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ayl 

I 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay 

[ay 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay  J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay\ 

\  ay 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay\ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay] 

1 

Mr.  Mercer , 

ay 

[ay 

■ 

Mr.  Monroe, 

no] 

X 
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North-Car  olina,  Mr.  Willi  a  ms  on, 

Mr.  Spciigbt , 

South-Car olina ,  Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
„  That  350  mcn  be  marched  from  the  garrifons,  at  Weft-Point  and 
Fort-Pitt,  to  take  pofieflion  ot  the  weftern  pofts,  until  89  6  men  can 
be  enlifted  ;  and  that  the  ftates  be  required,  without  delay,  to  proceed 
to  the  enliftment  ot  their  refpective  quotas  for  this  purpofe, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
amend  that  motion  with  the  following1  provifo,  to  wit  : 

“  Provided  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftates  of  New-Hampfhire  and 
Maffachu fetts  (ball  be  exonerated  by  the  United  States  from  the  extra 
pay  due  by  contract  to  the  faid  foldiers,  from  the  day  of  Octo¬ 

ber  laft,  until  they  fhall  be  difcharged.” 

When  the  question  on  this  amendment  was  about  to  be  put,  the 
\eas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fofter,  the  determination  there¬ 
of  was  poftponed  till  to-morrow,  by  the  ftate  of  New-York. 

Thursday,  May  27,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  determination  of 
which  was  yefterday  poftponed  by  the  ftate  of  New-York, 


Nero- Ha  mpsb  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Rbode-Island, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

New-York, 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 

New -Jersey, 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Alary  land, 

M  r  •  Mo  n  tgo  mery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Norib-Carolina, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Spaigbt, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay 

ay 

divided* 

no 


ay 


mo 


no 


♦ 
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Two  reports  being  called  for,  both  of  which  were  orders  of  the  day, 
and  the  title  of  the  firft  called  for,  being  read,  viz.  “  Ordinance  for 
putting  the  department  of  finance  into  commiffion  .  n  on  t  i- 
queflion,  {hall  this  be  taken  into  confideration  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  be¬ 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Howell.  The  faid  ordinance  being  m  the  words 

following  :  ,  . 

ct  Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afiembled,  that 

a  board  confiding  of  three  commiffioners,  to  be  appointed  by  Congrefs, 
be  inflituted  to  fuperintend  the  treafury  and  manage  the  finances  oa 
the  United  States,  which  fliall  be  (filed,  The  board  of  treasury.  I  hat 
the  faid  commiffioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  (ball  have  authciity  to 
exercife  all  the  powers  veiled  in  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  by  the 
aft  of  Congrefs  of  the  7th  February,  178  1,  or  by  any  fubfequent  ads. 

That  the  faid  board  fliall  have  authority  to  provide  a  convenient 
office,  and  employ  as  many  clerks  therein  as  they  fliall  find  neceffary. 
That  the  faid  commiffioners  and  clerks,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  of  their  feveral  offices,  fliall  take  and  fublcnbe  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  United  States,  and  alfo  an  oath  to  the  due  execution 
of  the  duties  of  their  offices  j  certificates  of  which  feveral  oaths  fliall 
be  filed  with  the  fecretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aftembled. 
That  all  the  books  and  papers  pertaining  to  the  office  of  finance,  fliall 
be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  faid  board  of  treafury.  That  when  the 
faid  board  fliall  be  formed  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  the  office 
of  fuperintendant  of  finance  fliall  be  difcontinued.  I  hat  each  of  faid 
commiffioners  fh all  be  allowed  an  annual  falary  of  dollais, 

and  each  clerk  employed  in  the  faid  office  fliall  receive  fuch  falaiy  as 
the  faid  board  fhall  allow,  not  exceeding  500  dollars  per  annum  :  the 
faid  falaries  to  commence  at  the  time  that  the  faid  officers  fliall  enter 
on  the  duties  of  their  office.  That  no  perfon  to  be  appointed  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  this  ordinance,  a  commiffioner  of  the  treafury  of  the  United 
States,  fliall  be  permitted  to  be  engaged  either  diredly  or  indire&ly 
in  any  trade  or  commerce  whatfoever,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  his  office 
as  a  commiffioner,  and  being  forever  thereafter  rendered  incapable  of 
fervingthe  United  States  in  any  office  civil  or  military.” 


Nero -Hampshire, 
Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticut ,- 
JSFew-Torky 
New-Jersey} 
Pennsylvania} 


Maryland , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  FJlery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens^ 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 


ay 


ay 
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Virginia, 


North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr. 

Hardy , 

720') 

Mr. 

Mercer , 

no  j 

Mr. 

Lee, 

>720 
ay  f 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

720  J 

Mr. 

Spaighty 

720  * 

Mr. 

Read, 

1 

720  3 

'Mr. 

Beresfordy 

>  720 
720  3 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Tile  °J  the  committee’  confifting  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Of- 

good  and  Mr.  Sherman,  on  the  powers  of  the  committee  of  the  Rates 
in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  which  was  the  fecond  called  for,  was  then 
taken  np,  and  the  following'  claufe  being  under  debate  : 

“  That  a  chairman  to  be  chofen  by  the  committee  fhall  prefide.” 
.  rA  motlon  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to 
mfert  the  word  “  monthly,”  after  “  chofen  And  on  the  queftion  to 

Wadfwortb  amendment’  the  >"eas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 


Ne  w-Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York , 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Zte  07ff, 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresfordy 


\ay 

I 

j-qy 


ay 

divided . 


qy 

ay 
ay 
ay 

ay , 

ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 

no  >no 
no  1 
no 
no 

\  divided . 
no  3 

72  o') 

720  [ 

>7 

720  ( 

^  £  divided, 
no 

no 

no 


>  no 

3 

>  no 

J 


720 


*720 


720 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

After  further  debate, 

.  Ordered ,  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  Saturday  next. 

Ordered ,  1  hat  Saturday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing”  a  commit- 
tee  of  the  ftates  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs. 
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Fridat ,  May  28,  1784. 

Gongrefs  affembled:  Prefent  as  before. 

Sundry  reports  being  called  for,  which  were  orders  of  the  day,  and 
the  title  of  the  called  for,  being  read,  viz.  “  An  ordinance  for  af- 
certaining  the  mode  of  locating  and  dilpoling  of  lands  in  the  welfern 
territory,”  which  is  as  follows  : 

An  Ordinance  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  locating  and  disposing  of 

Lands  in  the  Western  Territory . 

BE  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Gongrefs  affembled,  That 
the  territory  ceded  by  individual  (fates  to  the  United  States,  when  the 
fame  (hall  have  been  purchafed  of  the  Indian  inhabitants,  and  laid  off 
into  (fates,  (hall  be  difpofed  of  in  the  following  manner  :  It  diall  be 
divided  into  hundreds  of  ten  geographical  miles  (quare,  each  mile  con¬ 
taining  6086  feet,  and  T\ths  of  a  foot,  by  lines  to  be  run  and  marked 
due  north  and  fouth,  and  others  eroding  thefe  at  right  angles,  the  firft 
of  which  lines,  each  way,  (hall  be  at  ten  miles  diftance  from  one  of  the 
corners  of  the  (fate  within  which  they  diall  be.  But  if  the  Indian 
purchafe  (hall  not  have  included  any  one  of  the  corners  of  the  (fate, 
the  lines  (hall  then  be  run  at  the  termination  of  integral  miles,  as  mea- 
fured  from  fome  one  of  the  corners,  but  (liall  be  extended,  by  a&ual 
marks,  only  fo  far  as  the  purchafe  extends.  Thefe  hundreds  diall  be 
fub-divided  into  lots  of  one  mile  fquare  each,  or  850  acres  and  T^ths 
of  an  acre,  by  marked  lines,  running  in  like  manner  due  north  and 
fouth,  and  others  eroding  thefe  at  right  angles. 

For  laying  off  the  faid  territory,  furveyors  diall  be  appointed  by 
Congrefs,  or  the  committee  of  the  dates,  who  diall  proceed  forthwith, 
under  the  direction  of  the  regider  hereafter  to  be  mentioned,  to  divide 
the  fame  into  hundreds,  by  lines  in  the  directions,  and  at  the  intervals 
before-mentioned  ;  wThich  lines  diall  be  meafured  with  a  chain,  (hall  be 
plainly  marked  by  chaps  or  marks  on  the  trees,  and  diall  be  exactly 
deferibed  on  a  plat,  whereon  diall  be  noted,  at  their  proper  didances, 
all  water-courfes,  mountains,  and  other  remarkable  and  permanent 
things,  over  or  near  which  fuch  lines  diall  pafs. 

The  hundreds  being  laid  off  and  marked,  nine  of  them  diall  be  af- 
figned  as  a  didridf  to  each  furveyor,  who  (hall  then  proceed  to  divide 
each  hundred  of  his  didridt  into  lots  as  before  directed,  beginning  with 
the  hundreds  mod  in  demand,  and  meafuring,  marking  and  platting 
the  faid  dividing  lines  thereof  in  the  manner  before  diredled  for  the 
hundreds  ;  fave  only  that  the  lines  of  the  lots  diall  be  didinguidied  bv 
a  dngle  mark  on  each  tree,  and  thofe  of  the  hundreds  by  three  marks. 
And  that  the  faid  lots  may  be  capable  of  more  accurate  defeription 
and  didindfion  from  each  other,  thofe  in  every  hundred  diall  be  de- 
dgnated  by  the  numbers  in  their  order,  from  1  to  100,  beginning  at 
the  northwedern  lot  of  the  hundred,  and  applying  the  numbers  from 
1  to  10,  to  the  lots  of  the  fird  row  from  wed  to  ead  fuccedively  ; 
thofe  from  1 1  to  20,  to  the  lots  of  the  fecond  row  from  wed  to  ead 
and  fo  on.  The  furveyors  (hall  pay  due  and  condant  attention  to 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  meridian,  and  diall  run  and  note  all 
lines  by  the  true  meridian,  certifying  with  every  plat  what  was  the 
variation  at  the  time  of  running  the  lines  thereon  noted. 

Vql.  IX.  Z 
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A  regifter  (hall  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  for  each  of  the  Fates 
within  which  the  laid  territory  fhall  lie,  who  (hall  keep  his  office  with, 
in  the  laid  Fate,  be  refident  at  it  himfelf,  and  provide  a  feal  for  au¬ 
thenticating  its  ads.  To  him  returns  fhall  be  made,  by  the  feveral 
fuivcyors,  on  the  laF  days  of  March  and  AuguF  in  every  year,  of  the 
plats  ol  all  lines  meafured  and  marked  by  them  in  the  preceding  half 
year,  to  be  by  him  collated,  and  reduced  into  a  general  map  of  the 
whole  Fate  lor  which  he  ads.  Fie  ffiall  annually,  to  wit,  on  the  FrF 
i  londay  in  November  ol  every  year,  deliver,  or  caufe  to  be  delivered, 
to  the  iecretary  of  Congrefs,  a  copy  ol  luch  portions  of  the  faid  gene¬ 
ral  map  as  fhall  have  been  formed,  or  further  filled  up,  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  retaining  one  in  his  own  office  for  the  ufe  thereof.  He 
Fiall  have  power  to  lulpend  any  lurveyorfor  negligence  or  malverfation 
making  report  thereof  to  Congrefs,  or  a  committee  of  the  Fates,  that 
they  may  dired  a  proper  enquiry. 

Each  regiFer  Frail  caufe  to  be  printed,  under  fuch  devices,  difficult 
ol  imitation,  as  he  Frail  think  beF,  warrants,  each  of  which 

fhall  give  right  to  one  lot  ol  a  mile  fquare,  defcribed  as  before  direded  : 
and  other  warrants  for  each  of  the  faid  Fates,  which  Frail  give 
l  ight,  each  of  them  to  one  ol  the  hundreds  of  ten  miles  fquare  as  be- 
rore  defciibed  :  thele  warrants  Frail  have  blanks  for  names  and  dates ; 
Fiall  be  numbered  and  figned  by  the  regiFer  ;  fealed  with  the  feal  of 
his  office  ;  and  lhall  be  cut  with  indentures  from  a  book,  the  margin 
ol  which  Frail  be  numbered  in  correfpondence  with  the  warrant  cut 
therefrom,  and  Fiall  be  preferved  in  the  office  as  a  further  check.  The 
faid  warrants  Frail  be  depofited  in  the  treafury  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  .treafurer  thereon  debited  with  them.  From  thence  they  Frail 
be  lent  in  fuch  numbers  as  the  regiFer  iffuing  them  Frail  dired,  to  the 
commiffioner  ol  the  loan-office  for  the  United  States  in  each  of  the 
Fates  within  the  union  ;  the  treafurer  counterfigning  them  on  parting 
therewith,  and  having  a  credit  duly  entered  in  his  own  accouirt  with 
the  United  States,  and  a  debit  againF  the  loan-officer  to  whom  they 
are  fent. 

Any  perfon  choofing  to  become  a  purchafer  of  lands  within  the  faid 
territory,  and  paying  to  the  treafurer  or  loan-officer,  the  fum  of 
dollars,  Frail  receive  in  lieu  thereof,  one  of  the  faid  fmaller  warrants 
entitling  him  to  a  lot,  or  paying  dollars,  Frail  receive  in  lieu 

thereof  one  of  the  faid  larger  warrants,  entitling  him  to  a  whole  hun¬ 
dred  within  the  Fate  from  which  the  warrant  iffued  ;  the  treafurer  or 
loan- officer  inferting  the  name  of  the  purchafer  in  the  proper  blank, 
filling  up  the  date,  and  atteFing  the  warrant  by  his  own  fubfcription. 
Loan-office  certificates  reduced  to  their  fpecie  value  by  the  fcale  of 
depreciation,  or  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States, 
Frail  be  receivable  for  the  faid  warrants  in  lieu  of  money  ;  and  eviden¬ 
ces  of  military  rights  to  lands,  hereinafter  to  be  defcribed,  Fiall  be 
receivable  inFeadof  the  price  itfelf  of  fo  much  land.  Thefe  warrants 
Frail  pafs  as  lairds  by  defeent  or  devife,  but  not  by  affignment  nor  by 
furvivorfhip. 

The  owner  of  any  warrant  proceeding  to  locate  the  fame,  ffiall  \ 
deliver  it  to  the  furveyor  of  the  diFridf,  wherein  his  location  is  to  be, 
deferibing  to  him  the  particular  lot  on  which  he  places  it,  orthehun- 
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dred,  if  it  be  a  warrant  for  a  hundred,  by  a  defignation  of  fome  point, 
either  natural  or  artificial  within  the  faid  lot  or  hundred,  fo  fingular 
and  certain  as  may  be  adapted  to  no  other  lot  or  hundred  ;  or  by  re¬ 
ference  to  the  pofition  of  the  hundred,  or  number  of  the  lot ;  which 
defcription  the  furveyor  (hall  immediately  enter  in  a  book  well  bound, 
with  the  date  of  the  entry,  describing  the  warrant  located  thereon  by 
its  number,  date,  fignatures  and  name  of  the  original  owner,  and  leav¬ 
ing  no  blank  fpace  or  leaf  between  that  and  the  preceding  entry,  nor 
any  margin  by  its  fide.  If  the  location  be  made  before  the  lot  or  hun¬ 
dred  be  yet  laid  off  by  lines  actually  run  and  marked,  the  furveyor 
lhall  retain  the  warrant  in  his  hands  until  the  hundred,  if  it  be  for  a 
hundred,  or  until  all  the  lots  of  the  hundred,  if  it  be  for  a  lot,  lhall  be 
actually  laid  off  by  marked  lines ;  and  then,  or  at  the  time  of  the  en¬ 
try,  if  the  lines  were  marked  before  the  entry  was  made,  having  fatif- 
fied  himfelf  by  proper  evidence,  or  by  his  own  infpedtion  and  examina¬ 
tion,  on  what  particular  lot,  or  on  what  hundred,  the  location  is,  and 
that  there  has  been  no  previous  location  on  the  fame,  he  lhall  give  to 
the  party  a  certificate,  defcribing  the  lot  or  hundred  fo  fpecially  as 
that  it  may  be  known  from  all  others,  by  particular  marks  or  circum- 
ftances,  natural  or  artificial,  by  Hating  the  order  or  pofition  of  the  hun¬ 
dred,  relatively  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Hate,  and  fpecifying  the  lot 
by  its  number  :  with  which  certificate  he  lhall  return  the  warrant  alfo 
to  the  party.  Thefe  being  delivered  to  the  regifler,  and  the  warrant 
examined  and  found  genuine  by  him,  he  lhall  give  a  receipt  for  the 
fame,  and  in  due  time  proceed  to  execute  a  grant  of  the  land  in  the 
following  form  :  “  A.  B.  regiHer  of  the  land-office  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  Hate  of  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  lhall 

come  greeting  :  Know  ye,  that  for  good  confideration,  there  is  granted 
by  the  United  States  of  America,  unto  C.  D.  a  certain  lot  [or  hundred 
of  land  as  the  cafe  lhall  be,  defcribing  it  from  the  certificate]  within 
the  faid  Hate  of  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  lot  [or  hun¬ 

dred]  of  land  with  its  appurtenances,  to  him  the  faid  C.  D.  and  his 
heirs  forever.  In  witnefs  whereof,  the  faid  A.  B.  regiHer  of  the  land- 
office  of  the  faid  Hate,  hath  hereunto  fet  his  hand,  and  caufed  the  feal 
of  his  office  to  be  affixed,  this  day  of  in  the  year 

and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
Which  grant  lhall  be  entered  of  record,  at  full  length,  in  good  well 
bound  books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofe,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  States,  and  kept  by  the  regiHer  ;  and  being  fo  entered,  lhall 
be  certified  to  have  been  regiHered,  and  then  be  delivered  to  the  party, 
or  his  order.  Different  lots,  adjoining  fide  by  fide  within  the  fame 
hundred,  may  be  included  and  palled  by  the  fame  grant ;  but  feparate 
lots,  and  lots  in  different  hundreds,  as  alfo  different  hundreds,  lhall  be 
paffed  by  different  grants.  No  fractions  of  a  lot  lhall  be  granted,  un- 
lefs  where  fuch  fractions  are  Accafioned  by  the  boundary  of  the  Hate, 
or  of  the  Indian  conveyance.  Until  a  temporary  government  lhall  be 
eHablilhed  in  any  Hate,  according  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of 
April  1784,  the  lands  therein  ffiall  pafs  in  defcent  and  dower, 

according  to  the  cuHoms  known  in  the  common  law,  by  the  name  of 
gavelkind  ;  and  ffiall  be  transferable  by  deed  or  will  proved  by  two 
witneffes.  But  fo  foon  as  a  temporary  government  ffiall  be  fo  efiab- 
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hflieil,  they  fhall  become  fubjeA  to  the  laws  of  the  (fate,  and  (hall  ne. 
ver  alter,  in  any  cafe,  revert  to  the  United  States.  Where  a  jvrant 

,  3,1  ,e  mat*e  out  to  tlle  heir  or  devifee  of  the  perfon  in  whofe  name 
the  warrant  was  originally  ifTued,  he  fhall  be  named  in  the  faid  grant 
as  heir  or  devifee. 

For  preventing  hafly  and  furreptitious  titles,  the  regifter  fhall  exe- 
cute  no  grant  tor  lands  until  the  warrant  and  certificate  delivered  him 
for  the  fame  (hall  have  remained  in  his  office  months  :  at  any  time 
within  which  period  any  perfon  claiming  the  fame  lands  under  a  prior 
location,  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  enter  a  caveat,  with  the  regifter,  againfl 
the  execution  of  any  grant  to  the  other,  fetting  forth  in  the  entry  a 
copy  of  the  location  under  which  himfelf  claims.  The  regifter  fhall 
thereupon  ilTue  a  luminous  reciting  the  entry  made  with  him,  and  call- 
mg  the  defendant  to  appear,  at  a  certain  time  and  place,  in  defence  of 
Ins  nght ;  which  luminous  being  ferved,  and  the  parties  appearing,  he 
llrall  refer  the  decihon  to  three  arbitrators  to  he  chofen  by  them  ^or  if 
they  cannot  agree,  then  to  three  intelligent,  honeft  and  indifferent  per- 
lons  to  be  named  by  himfelf ;  which  arbitrators  being  firjft  fworn  to 
do  juftice  between  the  parties,  according  to  the  beff  of  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  abilities,  by  the  regifter,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  ad- 
jTumiter  luch  oath,  fhall  proceed  thereon,  at  fuch  times  and  places  as 
they  {hall  appoint,  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  parties,  and  their  award 
being  rendered,  the  regifter  fhall  execute  a  grant  to  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  conformably  therewith.  The  party  whofe  location  is  an¬ 
nulled,  fhall  be  authorized  to  receive  again  his  warrant,  and  to  locate 
it  on  other  lands.  If  the  defendant  being  fummoned,  or  the  plaintiff 
fails  to  appeal,  by  himfelf  or  another,  before  the  regifter,  on  the  day 
appointed,  the  regifter  may  give  a  further  day,  or  in  his  difcretion  may 
proceed  on  the  evidence  before  him,  to  execute  a  grant  to  the  party 
having  the  right.  If  the  defendant  fails  to  appear,  and  there  be  no 
fufficient  proof  that  the  fummons  has  been  ferved,  the  reuifter  (hall  if- 
fue  a  new  fummons,  unlefs  it  (hall  be  proved  that  he  hath  been  fought 
at  the  ufual  place  ol  his  dwelling,  and  hath  not  been  found,  in  which 
cafe  the  fummons  fhall  be  advertifed  three  times  in  fome  gazette  of 
the  ftate  when  m  lie  then  1  elides,  of  laft  was  known  to  relide,  giving 
a  new  day  of  appearance,  which  {ball  not  be  within  lefs  than 
months  after  the  date  of  the  third  publication,  and  on  his  failing  to 
appear  at  that  day,  the  regifter  fhall  proceed  to  decifion.  But  in  cafe 
of  a  decifion  againft  the  defendant,  where  there  was  no  a&ual  fervice 
of  the  lummons,  he  fhall  be  allowed  at  any  time  within  one  year  after 
fuch  decilion,  a  re-hearing  before  arbitrators,  to  be  appointed  and 
qualified  as  diredded  in  the  cafe  of  an  appearance;  but  on  fuch  re¬ 
hearing,  the  mere  right  alone  (hall  be  tried. 

The  regifter,  together  with  the  map’ before  dire&ed  to  be  delivered 
annually  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  fhall  report  a  calendar  of  all 
grants  executed  by  him  ;  ftating,  in  different  columns  thereof,  the  date, 
grantee,  quantity,  how  much  of  that  was  for  military  fervice,  the  hun¬ 
dred  and  lot. 

1  he  monies  arifing  from  the  fale  of  warrants  fhall  be  applied  to  the 
finking  fuch  part  of  the  principal  of  the  national  debt  as  Congrefs  fhall, 
from  time  to  time,  direcl,  and  to  no  other  purpofe  whatfoever. 
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The  rea-ifter,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  fhall  give 
fuch  bond  and  fecurity  for  the  faithful  difcharge  thereof,  as  Congrefs, 
or  the  committee  of  the  ftates,  fhall  approve  ;  and  fhall  be  entitled  to 
receive,  for  the  execution  of  every  grant,  oohars,  for  every  lot 

the  fame  fhall  contain,  or  dollars,  if  it  be  for  a  whole  hundred : 

which  (hall  be  paid  at  the  time  he  receives  the  warrant  and  certificate, 
and  fhall  be  deemed  fatisfaftion  for  all  the  fervices  and  expenles  of 
his  office,  except  the  purchafe  of  books  for  regiflering  grants,  and  ot 


the  feal  of  his  office.  ,  ,  •  r  ,  ■  a: 

Every  furveyor  fhall  alfo,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  othce, 

give  fuch  bond  and  fecurity  for  the  faithful  difcharge  thereof,  as  Con¬ 
grefs,  or  the  committee  of  the  ftates,  fhall  approve  ;  and  fhall  be  en¬ 
titled  to  receive,  for  every  lot  located  with  him,  dollars,  and 
dollars  for  a  whole  hundred  ;  which  fhall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  loca¬ 
tion,  and  fhall  be  deemed  fatisfaftion  for  all  the  fervices  and  expenles 
of  his  office.  But  where  he  fhall  have  admitted  more  locations  than 
one  on  the  fame  land,  he  fhall  reflore  the  fees  received  from  the  party 
wliofe  location  fhall  be  fet  afide. 

A  furveyor  defiring  to  locate  land  for  himfelf,  fliall  make  fuch  lo- 


cation  with  the  regifter. 

And  whereas  Congrefs,  by  their  refolntions  of  September  16,  1776, 
and  Auguft  12,  1780,  flipulated  grants  of  land  to  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  who  fhould  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  con¬ 
tinue  therein  to  the  clofe  of  the  war,  or  until  difeharged  by  Congrefs, 
and  to  the  reprelentatives  ot  fuch  officers  and  toldieis  as  fhould  be  flam 
by  the  enemy,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit:  1  o  a  major.-ge- 
neral,  1  100  acres  ;  to  a  brigadier,  850  ;  to  a  colonel,  500  ;  to  a  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel,  450  ;  to  a  major,  400  ;  to  a  captain,  300  ;  to  a  lieutenant, 
200  ;  to  an  enfign,  150,  and  to  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier, 
100  :  For  complying  therefore  with  fuch  ffipulation,  and  for  afeertain- 
ing  the  evidence  of  rights  accruing  under  the  fame,  which  fhall  be  re¬ 
ceivable  inftead  of  money,  it  is  ordained,  that  the  evidence  to  be  required 
from  commiffioned  officers,  (ball  be  a  certificate  from  the  war-office 
of  their  rank  and  continuance  in  fervice  to  the  end  of  the  war;  from 
non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  a  certificate  from  the  captain 
of  their  company  counterligned  by  the  officer  who  commanded  their 
regiment  at  the  time  of  their  difcharge,  that  they  were  enlifled  into 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States  during  the  war,  and  continued  there¬ 
in  to  the  clofe  of  it,  to  wit:  to  the  day  of  1783,  and 

from  the  reprefentatives^of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  were  ilain  by 
the  enemy,  a  certificate  from  the  fame  authority,  of  the  rank  or  term 
of  enliffment  of  the  deceafed,  and  that  he  was  (lain  by  the  enemy,  to¬ 
gether  with  fatisfadory  affidavits  that  they  are  his  reprefentatives  ; 
which  evidences  fliall  be  receivable  by  the  loan-officers  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  date  to  the  line  of  which  he  belonged,  or  by  the  trea- 
furer  if  he  belonged  to  the  line  of  no  {fate  :  and  on  the  warrant  iffued, 
fliall  be  an  endorfement,  figned  by  the  treafnrer  or  loan-officer,  declar¬ 
ing  the  proportion  thereof  which  was  fatisfied  by  military  fervice  ;  and 
in  the  fame  proportion  fliall  all  fees  be  abated  to  which  that  warrant 
would  otherwife  be  fubjed.  The  proceedings  on  it,  in  all  other  rel- 
peds,  fliall  be  the  fame  as  on  a  warrant  iffued  wholly  for  money. 
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Saving  and  confirming  always,  to  all  officers  and  foldiers  entitled  to 
ands  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Ohio,  by  donation  o  bounty  fro  ° 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  to  all  perfons  claiming  under  them 
all  nghts  to  which  they  are  fo  entitled  by  the  laws  of  the  “id  S’ 

the  Sdtotet  SrCfS  aCCePthlSthe  ceffion  of  weftern  territory  from 

iIU0  confideration  ?  the 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  ire , 
Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New -York , 
New-Cjersey, 

a 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 
North-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  07/ 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Stevens , 

*  Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr. 

Mr.  Montgomery . 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read, 


divided , 


72(7 


wo 


72(7 


72(7 


divided . 


South-Car  olina, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

I  he  title  ot  the  lecond  report  called  tor,  being*  read,  viz. 

V  ol.  Mr.  Beresford,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Spaight 

anc  Mr.  Read,  on  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department  ” 

On  the  queftion,  lhall  this  be  taken  into  confideration  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


Nc  w  -  Ha  mps  hire, 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut , 

New -York , 
New-Jcrsey , 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick , 


<*yl 

ay  Kay 
no  j 


\ 
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Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin ,  / 

ajl 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

ay  U 

Mr.  Hand , 

ay) 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone , 

ajN  ( 

Mr.  Chase , 

ayS 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

aJ  \ 

Mr.  Monroe , 

ay) 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay  1 

% 

Mr.  Spaight , 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay  r> 
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ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


* 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  third  report  called  for  was  taken  up,  viz. 

A  report  of  the  grand  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr. 
Blanchard,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Read,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  motion  of  the  delegates  for  MafTachufetts,  to 
revife  the  inftitution  of  the  treafury  department,  and  report  fuch  alter¬ 
ations  as  they  may  think  neceffary  ;  which  report  is  in  the  words  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  United  States  have  derived 
very  great  advantages  from  the  arrangement  and  management  of  their 
finances,  under  the  adminiftration  of  the  lion.  Robert  Morris,  as  fuper- 
intendant  thereof :  but  as  he  has  fignified  his  refolution  to  retire  from 
the  faid  office,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  expedi¬ 
ent  to  make  feafonable  provifion  for  fuch  event  :  And  for  preventing 
the  inconveniencies  that  may  attend  the  filling  the  faid  office  when 
vacancies  happen,  by  perfons  unexperienced  in  the  bufinefs  thereof, 
and  for  fecuring  the  general  confidence  of  the  ftates  in  the  adminiftra¬ 
tion  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  treafury,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  veil;  the 
authorities  of  the  faid  office  in  a  board  of  commiffioners  :  and  there¬ 
fore  the  committee  fubmit  to  Congrefs  the  following  ordinance.  Here 
follows  the  ordinance  for  putting  the  department  of  finance  into  com- 
miffion,  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  27th  inftant.  Resolved ,  That 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ordinance  for  making  the  ne- 
ceffary  alterations  in  the  arrangement  of  the  treafury  department,  and 
for  more  particularly  defining  the  powers  of  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 
poftpone  the  faid  report,  in  order  to  confider  the  proper  means  of  fecu¬ 
ring  the  weftern  polls,  and  protecting  the  commiffioners  in  negociating 
treaties  with  the  Indians. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 

Ne  w-Ha  mp  shire , 


Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island , 


Mr.  Foster, 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no 

no 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

no 


no 


no 


-- 
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North-Car  olina, 


Mr#  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

M  r  •  A/o  »  ;?2  e  rj;  , 

Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Air.  Mercer, 

Air.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 


divided . 


0, 


* 


South -Carolina, 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  “  ordinance  for  putting  the 
department  of  finance  into  commiflion  and  the  following  claufe  be¬ 
ing  under  debate  : 

That  each  of  the  faid  commiflioners  (hall  be  allowed  an  annual  fa- 
lary  of  dollars  : 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Air.  Hardy,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  “  3600  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  fum, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Lee, 


New -Ham  psh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 


Rbode-Island, 
Connecticut , 
New -York, 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 


Maryland , 
Virginia , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Air.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevejis, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Mo  n  t  go  mery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


•ay 
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North-Car  olina) 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

ay 

Mr. 

Spaight) 

ay 

South-Carolina , 

Mr. 

Read) 

ay 

Mr. 

Beresford , 

ay 

ay 


ay 


divided . 


} 


ay 


So  it  puffed  in  the  negative, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 
to  £11  the  blank  with  a  2950  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Stone, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

Mr.  Do 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Hand) 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy) 

Mr.  Mercer) 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson) 

Mr.  Spaight) 

S.  Read , 

.  Beresford) 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved)  That  the  lafb  vote  be  reconfidered  ;  and  inftead  of  2950, 
be  inferted  2500. 

The  ordinance  being  amended  and  read  a  fecond  time,  ordered  that 
it  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  ordinance  as  amended,  being  read  a  third  time,  on  the  queftion 
to  agree  to  the  fame,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New- Hampsh  i  re) 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island) 
Connecticut) 
New-Tork) 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania) 

Maryland) 
Virginia , 


North -Carolina) 
South-Carolina , 


wo 

qy 

cy 

fly 
wo 
wo 
wo 
wo 
wo 
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WO 

ay 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 

a/\ 

ay 

no  j 
ayj 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 


no 


no 


no 


5  ay 

\qy 


ay 


\ 


ay 


ay 


ay 


New- Hampsh  ire) 

i 

Mr.  Foster) 

Mr.  Blanchard) 

^y  i 

ay  S 

*  ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

fly] 

I 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Dana) 

Mr.  Partridge) 

*yj 

lay 

Mr.  Ellery) 

^  J 

;  °y 

.  IX, 

Mr.  Howell , 

A  2 

sn 

i  divided* 


South-Car  olina , 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the 
follows  : 


Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Pai  ne , 

Mr.  Stevens* 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
M  r.  Hand , 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase,- 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mercer , 

Lee, 

Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 

affirmative,  and  the 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


ordinance  palled  as 


*4/2  Ordinance  for  putting  the  Department  of  Finance  into  Commission . 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  that  a 
board  confiding  of  three  commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by  Congrefs, 
be  indituted,  to  fuperintend  the  treafury  and  manage  the  finances  of 
the  United  States,  which  ffiall  be  dyled,  T he  board  of  treasury . 

That  the  faid  commiffioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  ffiall  have  au¬ 
thority  to  exercife  all  the  powers  veded  in  the  fuperintendant  of 
finance,  by  the  a&  of  Congrefs  of  the  7th  day  of  February,  1781,  or 
by  any  fubfequent  a&s. 

That  the  faid  board  ffiall  have  authority  to  provide  a  convenient 
office,  and  employ  as  many  clerks  therein  as  they  ffiall  find  neceffary, 
reporting  their  names  and  appointments,  from  time  to  time,  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  or  to  the  committee  of  the  dates  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs. 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  and  clerks,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  of  their  feveral  offices,  ffiall  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  of  fideli¬ 
ty  to  the  United  States,  and  alfo  an  oath  to  the  due  execution  of 
the  duties  of  their  refpedive  offices  ;  certificates  of  which  feveral 
oaths  diall  be  filed  with  the  lecretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled. 

That  all  the  books  and  papers  pertaining  to  the  office  of  finance, 
ffiall  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  faid  board  of  treafury. 

That  on  the  10th  day  of  November  next,  or  fooner,  if  the  fuper¬ 
intendant  of  finance,  agreeable  to  his  expedition,  diall  quit  the  of¬ 
fice,  the  faid  board,  being  formed,  diall  proceed  to  bufinefs. 

That  each  of  the  faid  commiffioners  diall  be  allowed  an  annual  falary 
2500  dollars. 

That  each  clerk  employed  in  the  faid  office,  ffiall  receive  fuch  falary 
as  the  faid  board  diall  allow,  not  exceeding  500  dollars  per  annum  ; 
the  faid  falaries  to  commence  at  the  time  that  the  faid  officers  dial! 
enter  on  the  duties  of  their  office. 
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That  no  perfon  to  be  appointed,  by  virtue  of  tins  ordinance,  a  com- 
miffioner  of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States,  (ball  be  permitted  to 
be  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirectly ,  in  any  trade^  or  commerce 
whatsoever,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  his  office  as  a  commiinonei . 

That  the  faid  com  million  fhall  continue  in  foice  toi  three  \eaic,  un« 
lefs  fooner  revoked  by  the  United  States  in  Congiels  affemble  • 

Done,  See. 

Ordered ,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners  to  conilitute  the  board  of  trealury. 

- —mmern  <St>  - - 

Saturday ,  May  29,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

Two  reports  being  called  for,  which  were  both  oideis  of  the  day, 
and  the  title  of  the  fird  called  for  being  read,  viz.  lepoit  of  grand 
committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Blanchaid,  Mi.  Geny,  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr. 
Hardy,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Read,  on  a  letter  of  29th  April, 
from  the  fuperintendant  ot  finance,  refpecting  loan-offices,  which  is 
in  the  words  following  : 

The  grand  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  fiom  the 
fuperintendant  of  finance,  of  the  29th  of  April  laft,  are  or  opinion  that 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  continue  the  continental  loan-offices  in  the  ie- 
yeral  ftates,  for  the  purpofe  ot  paying  the  monies  borrowed  in  the  laid 
offices,  and  the  annual  intereft  thereon,  purfuant  to  the  adt  of  Con¬ 
grefs  of  the  3d  day  of  October,  1776.  ihat  all  monies  colledfed  by 
the  feveral  ftates,  for  the  United  States,  may  likewife  be  paid  into 
that  office,  and  the  other  receivers  be  difeontinued.  The  committee 
thereupon  fubmit  the  following  refolves.  1  hat  from  and  alter  the 
fi rfh  day  of  Augud  next,  all  monies  collected  in  the  feveral  dates  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  paid  into  the  continental  loan- 
office,  in  faid  dates  refpedtively  ;  and  all  other  receivers  of  luch  monies 
fhall  be  difeontinued.  That  loan-officers  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  le- 
giflatures,  or  in  their  recefs,  or  by  their  content,  by  the  fupreme  exe¬ 
cutives  of  the  dates  refpedtively  ;  but  when  fo  appointed,  lhall  be 
amenable  to  and  removable  by  the  United  States  in  Congrets  affem- 
bled,  or  fnch  officer  or  board  as  diall  have  the  management  of  the 
finances  of  the  United  States.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  appointed  to 
fucli  office,  who  fhall  have  negledted  or  refufed  to  adjull  his  public  ac¬ 
counts,  or  to  pay  the  balance  due  thereon  to  the  United  States.  That 
the  faid  loan-officers  refpedtively  be  entitled  to  receive  per  cent, 

on  all  monies  that  fhall  be  brought  into  their  refpedtive  loan-offices,  in 
lieu  of  all  claims  and  demands  for  tranfadting  the  bufinefs  ot  faid  of¬ 
fices.  That  the  receivers  of  continental  taxes  who  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  feveral  dates  by  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  for  their  fervices  a  commiffion  on  the  monies  by  them  adtually 
received  for  the  United  States,  at  the  rates  heretofore  fixed  by  the 
faid  fuperintendant  of  finance.  That  with  refpedt  to  the  receipts 
taken  by  the  loan-officer  in  Connedticut,  for  intered  by  him  paid  on 
loan-office  certificates,  it  would  have  been  more  regular  to  have  in- 
ferted  the  number  of  the  certificates,  but  as  the  fum  of  money  paid 
was  endorfed  on  the  certificates,  at  the  time  of  payment,  the  committee 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


are  of  opinion,  that  the  United  States  are  fecured  againft  any  further 
demand  for  the  intereft  paid ;  and  that  faid  receipts  may  be  adm  ed 
as  vouchers  of  the  payment,  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  loan-office.” 

being  required XnMr.a^ Line  ''eP°rt  ^  UP  ?  the  and  “*• 


Ne  w-Ha  mp  shire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 

New -York , 

New- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Carolina) 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana ,' 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth^ 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Pa  i ine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery) 
Mr.  Hand) 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase) 

Mr.  Hardy) 

Mr.  Mercer) 

Mr.  Monroey 
Mr.  amsoii) 
Mr.  Spaight) 

Mr.  Read) 

Mr.  Beresford) 


So  it  parted  in  the  negative. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  powers  with  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  ftates  fhould  be  inverted,  was  then  taken  up  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved)  That  the  committee  of  the  {fates,  which  fhall  be  appointed 
purfuant  to  the  9th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  uni-' 
on,  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  for  tranfading  the  buiinefs  of  the 
United  States,  fhall  po fiefs  all  the  powers  which  may  be  exercifed  by 
feven  {fates  in  Congrefs  arteinbled,  except  thole  of  fending  ambaffa- 
dors,  minirters,  envoys,  refidents,  confuls  or  agents,  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  or  courts  ;  eftabliihing  rules  for  deciding  what  captures  on  land 
or  water  {hall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or 
naval  forces,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  divided  or 
appropriated  ;  ertablifhing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally 
appeals  in  cafes  of  capture  ;  conrtituting  courts  for  deciding  difputes 
and  differences  arifmg  between  two  or  more  ftates  ;  fixing  the  ftandard 
of  weights  and  meafures  for  the  United  States  ;  changing  the  rate  of 
portage  on  the  papers  parting  through  the  port-offices  ertabliffied  by 
Congrefs  ;  of  repealing  or  contravening  any  ordinance  or  ad  parted 
by  Congrefs  ;  or  appointing  civil  or  military  officers,  unlefs  to  fupply 
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the  places  of  fuch  within  the  United  States  as  the  committee  may 
fufpend  for  mal-condud,  or  to  fill  up  vacancies  which  may  hereafter 
happen,  by  death,  relignation,  or  otherways,  within  the  laid  Hates  ; 
provided  fuch  appointments  Iball  not  continue  more  than  one  month 
after  the  affembling  of  Congrefs  in  November  next,  unlels  coiffiimed 
by  them. 

That  no  queflion,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  fhall  be 
determined  without  the  concurrence  ol  nine  flates. 

That  a  chairman,  to  be  chofen  by  the  committee,  fhall  prefide. 

That  the  officers  of  Congrefs,  when  required,  fhall  attend  on  tlie  faid 
committee. 

That  the  committee  {hall  keep  a  journal  ot  their  proceedings  to  be 
laid  before  Congrefs  ;  and  that  in  thefe  journals,  which  {hall  be  pub- 
lifhed  monthly,  and  tranfmitrted  to  the  executives  of  the  feveral  Haters, 
{hall  be  entered  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  when  any  one  ol 
them  fhall  have  defired  it  before  the  queflion  be  put. 

That  if  it  fhall  happen  that  any  of  thefe  United  States  fhall  not  be 
reprefented  in  Congrefs,  at  the  time  of  electing  the  committee  of  the 
flates,  or  if  no  delegate  fhall  be  elected  by  Congrefs  for  any  particular 
hate,  fuch  ft  ate  or  flates  may  be  reprefented  therein  by  any  one  of  the 
delegates  of  fuch  ftate  or  flates,  and  the  members  of  the  delegation  of 
any  ftate  may  relieve  each  other,  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  agreed  on 
by  tliemfelves,  or  dire&ed  by  their  ftate. 

In  cafe  any  unexpected  and  very  important  bufinefs  occurs,  in  which 
the  committee  may  think  the  happinefs  or  peace  of  the  United  States 
is  involved,  and  to  which  they  are  not  competent, it  fhall  be  their  duty  to 
appoint  a  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  prior  to  that  to  which  they 
ftamd  adjourned,  and  to  give  notice  of  the  fame  to  the  fupreme  execu¬ 
tives  of  the  feveral  dates,  that  the  delegates  may  have  notice  to  attend. 

That  the  committee  fhall  have  power  to  receive  communications 
from  foreign  miniflers,  and  lay  them  before  the  Congrefs  when  they 
{hall  convene,  but  fhall  tranfadl  no  bufinefs  with  them,  unlefs  autho¬ 
rized  thereto  by  particular  a£ts  of  Congrefs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  of  the  flates  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  inftruCted  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congrefs,  an  ordi¬ 
nance  for  making  the  neceflary  arrangements  of  the  treafury,  and  for 
more  particularly  defining  the  powers  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  alfo 
to  revife  the  inftitution  of  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  and  of  the  war- 
office,  and  to  report  fuch  alterations  as  they  may  judge  neceflary. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  appoint  “  a  committee  of  the  states  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  members  were  elected  : 


For  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachuletts, 
Rhode-Ifland, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Blanchard. 
Mr.  Dana. 

Mr.  Ellery. 
Mr.  Sherman. 
Mr.  De  Witt. 
Mr.  Dick. 

Mr.  Hand. 

Mr.  Chafe. 
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For  Virginia,  .  Mr.  Hardy. 

North-Caroli na,  Mr.  Spaight. 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Dana 
and  Mr.  Howell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from  the  lion,  the  mi- 
ndter  plenipotentiary  of  his  mo  ft  Chriftian  majefty,  Congrefs  came  tc 
the  tollowing  reiolution  : 

Whereas  Congrefs  have  been  informed,  by  a  note  addrefied  to  them 
by  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty,  of  the  20th  inftant,  and  the  papers  accompanying 
the  lame,  that  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  hath  been  cotnmit- 
ted  by  one  Longchamps,  who  calls  himfelf  chevalier  de  Longchamps, 
a  fuojea  of  lus  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  by  a  violent  affault  and  battery 
bv  him  lately  made  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  perfon  of  Mr. 
JVlarbois,  conful-general  and  fecretary  to  the  above  legation  :  and  that 
although  a  warrant  for  apprehending  the  offender  has  been  duly  iffued, 
m  confequence  of  directions  given  by  the  prefident  of  the  hate  of  Penn- 
iylvama,  upon  application  to  him  made  for  that  purpofe  by  the  faid 
m  miller,  he  has  not  yet  been  apprehended,  but  abfconds,  and  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  fled  from  juRice  into  fome  other  of  thefc  United  States. 
Vherefoie  to  the  end,  the  faid  Longchamps  may  he  brought  to  condign 
punifhment  for  his  faid  offence,  and  that  the  privileges'  and  immuni¬ 
ties  of  foreign  miniflers,  and  of  their  families  and  houfes,be  preferved 
inviolate  : 

Resolved,  1  hat  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  fupreme 
executive  authority  of  each  of  thefe  United  States,  forthwith  to  iflue 
dien  proclamations,  offering  a  reward  of  500  dollars,  to  be  reimbur- 
led  by  the  United  States  to  the  flate  paying  the  fame,  for  difeo- 
veiing  the  faid  Longchamps,  fo  that  he  may  be  arreRed  ;  and  requir- 
mg  their  pioper  civil  officers  to  arreff  him,  and  their  citizens  in  gene* 
2al  to  be  aiding  and  afliffing  therein,  that  be  may  be  brought  to  juf¬ 
tice  for  his  faid  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the.  land,  and 
all  others  may  be  deterred  from  the  commiffion  of  Rich  offences. 

Monday,  May  31,  1784. 

Congrefs  afiembled  :  Prefent  as  before. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hardy,  to  amend  the  fame,  by  inferting  im¬ 
mediately  before  the  appointment  of  the  committee  of  the  {fates,  the 
words  following,  to  come  in  before  the  word  “  Congrefs.” 

“  fhe  feveral  Rates  having  previouffy  made  their  nominations  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  cafe  of  Rhode-Ifland.” 

On  this  the  previous  queflion  was  moved  by  the  Rate  of  Rhode-Ifl- 
and,  feconded  by  the  Rate  of  MafTachufetts  :  And  on  the  queRion  to 
agree  to  the  previous  queRion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 


Ne  iv -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 
Massachusetts , 
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Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery) 

ay 

Mr.  Howell) 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth) 

ay 

New-York^ 

Mr.  De'Witt , 

no 

Mr.  Paine) 

ay 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  StevenS) 

no 

Mr.  Beatty) 

no 

Mr.  Dick) 

ay 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

no 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

no 

Mr.  Hand , 

no 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Mi Henry) 

Mr.  Stone) 

no 

no 

Mr.  Chase , 

no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy) 

no 

Mr.  Mercer , 

no 

Mr.  Monroe , 

no 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson) 

no 

Mr.  Spaight) 

no 

South -Carolina) 

Mr.  A eacl) 

Mr.  Beresford) 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

divided. 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 


/ 


So  the  queftion  was  loft.  ‘ 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Blan¬ 
chard,  to  poftpone  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  in  order  to  take  up  the 

following :  . 

«  Mr.  Blanchard  having  been  previoufly  nominated  by  the  itate  ot 

New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Dana  by  Maffachufetts,  Mr.  Ellery  by  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  Hillhoufe  having  been  nominated  by  Connecticut,  Mr. 
M‘Dougall  by  the  ftate  of  New-York,  Mr.  Dick  by  New-Jerfey,  Mr. 
Hand  by  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  M‘Hem*y  by  Maryland,  Mr.  Hardy  by 
Virginia,  Mr.  Spaight  by  North-Carolina,  and  Mr.  Read  by  South- 
Carolina  ;  Mr.  De  Witt  having  been  alfo  nominated  for  New-York 
by  Mr.  Beatty,  and  Mr.  Sherman  for  Connedicut  by  Mr.  William- 
fon  And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mention¬ 
ed,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Howell, 

divided . 


New -  Ha  mpshi  re , 

Mr.  Foster) 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard) 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ay 

Mr.  Dana , 

no 

Rhode-Island) 

Mr.  Ellery) 

ay 

Mr.  Howell) 

ay 

Connecticut) 

Mr.  Sherman , 

710 

Mr.  Wadsworth) 

no 

New-York) 

Mr.  De  Witt) 

no 

Mr.  Paine) 

ay 

New -Jersey) 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty) 

no 

no 

Mr.  Dicky 

710 

\  divided . 
no  ^ 


ay 


no 


divided • 


1 


no 


3  SS 


JOURNALS4  OF  CONGRESS. 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


no 


divided . 


Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

M  r.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

So  the  queflion  was  loft. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  motion  before  the  honfe,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer,  Y 

Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Fllery , 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

Mr.  Be  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Air.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Air.  Spaight, 

M  r.  Read, 

A1  r .  Be  resfo  rd, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee,  confihing  of  Mr.  Stone,  Air.  Hand,  Mr.  Read,  Mr. 
Mercei  and  Mr,  beatty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the 
hate  of  New- York,  for  Congrefs  to  declare  the  number  of  troops  which 
are  neceffary  to  be  kept  up  by  the  laid  hate,  to  garrifon  the  forts  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  defence  thereof,  having  reported  44  as  their  opinion, 
that  men,  including  non-commillioned  officers,' will  be  requifite 

to  garrifon  the  forts  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  hate  and 
thereupon  fubmit  the  following  refolution  :  “  That  the  hate  of  New- 

11  •  l  . 


New -Ha  mpsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New -York, 

New -"Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North -Carolina, 
South-Carolim , 


A  ork  be  permitted  to  raife 


men,  including  non-commiffionecl 


officers,  for  the  purpofe  of  garrifoning  fuch  pohs  within  the  faid  hate 
not  polfeffed  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  as  the  faid  hate  fliali 
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judge  proper  ;  which  troops  fo  to  be  raifed  by  the  (late  ol  New-York, 
Ih all  he  difcharged  whenever  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled, 
fliall  fo  direct.” 

A  motion  wTas  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
that  to-morrow  be  affigned  tor  the  confideration  of  the  faid  report. 
And  on  the  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsb  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

no  } 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no  ) 

ii\J 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no ^ 

Mr.  Daria, 

ay 

* ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay) 

l 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

ayj 

■  ay 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay  \ 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

ay  7 

■  ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

ay  S 

New-York , 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

ay  7 

■  ay 

Mr.  Paine, 

ay) 

New -Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

ay) 

i 

Mr.  Beatty, 

ay 

\°y 

Mr.  Dick , 

ay] 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ay] 

I 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay 

\ay 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay] 

Maryland , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

ayl 

I 

Mr.  Stone, 

ay 

\°y 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay] 

i 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay] 

1 

Mr.  Mercer, 

°y  | 

ray 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay] 

1 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay  i 

'  ay 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay< 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay} 

[  <*y 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay\ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Tuesday  June  1,  1784. 

Congrefs  aflembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  Rates  as  before. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  in 
the  words  following  : 

Whereas  the  prefident  is  authorized  and  dire&ed  to  adjourn  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  3d  of  June,  to  meet  on  the  30th  of  O&ober  next  at 
Trenton,  and  many  important  matters  require  the  immediate  decifion 
of  Congrefs  : 

Resolved ,  That  until  the  adjournment,  Congrefs  will  meet  precifely 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  adjourn  at  two  in  the  afternoon  ;  meet 
again  at  four,  and  adjourn  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Spaight,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 
poftpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : 

Whereas  the  prefident  is  authorized  and  dire&ed  to  adjourn  Con¬ 
grefs  on  the  3d  of  June,  to  meet  on  the  30th  of  O&ober  next  atTren- 
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ton,  and  many  important  matters  require  the  immediate  decifion  of 
Cong  re  is  : 

Resolved ,  I  hat  the  acl  of  26th  April,  empowering  the  prefident 
to  adjourn  Congrefs  on  the  3d  inft.  be  repealed  ;  and  that  this  Con- 

grels  will  adjourn  itfelf  on  the  12th  inft.  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the 
30th  of  Oaober  next. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight, 


New-Hampshi  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no 

£  no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no 

Mr.  Dana , 

no 

>720 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no 

j 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no 

x 

Mr.  Howell , 

no 

5-  no 
J 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no 

^  720 

New-Yorky 

Mr.  De  W7ff, 

no 

> 

Mr.  Paine , 

no 

>  720 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

no 

j 

Air.  Beatty , 

ay 

>  720 

Mr.  Dicky 

no 

j 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Miff, in y 

no 

j 

Mr.  Montgomery y 

no 

>720 

Mr.  Handy 

no  _ 

J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M Henry y 

no 

j 

$ 

Mr.  Stone , 

no 

>720 

Mr.  Cbasey 

no  _ 

j 

Virginia , 

Air.  Hardyy 

ay 

j 

Mr.  Tee, 

qy 

rqy 

Mr.  Monroe, 

no  _ 

) 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson , 

ay  i 

? 

Mr.  Spaight , 

qy  ' 

J  qy 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Ready 

qy 

r*  * 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Stone,  the  motion 
before  the  houfe  was  amended,  by  ftriking  out  the  preamble. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New- Ha  mpshi  re, 

Mr.  Fostery 

Mr.  Blanchardy 

Massachuscttsy 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Danay 

Mr.  Partridgey 

Rhode-Islandy 

Mr.  Elleryy 

Mr.  How  ell  y 

Connecticuty 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth 

Ncw-Yorky 

Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr*  Painey 

w? 

*y  5 

qy  J- 

aJJ 

ay  ? 
ayS 
ay? 
ay  5 
ay? 

no  5 


ay 

ay 


ay 

ay 

divided . 
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New- Jersey , 

Mr.  Stevens^ 

ay] 

\ 

Mr.  Beatty^ 

ay 

\aJ 

Mr.  Dicky 

ay! 

\ 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

ay] 

1 

Mr. .  Montgomery , 

ay 

Vay 

Mr.  Handy 

ay  ! 

\ 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M^Henryy 

ay] 

1 

Mr.  Stoney 

ay 

Vay 

Mr.  Chase , 

ay  J 

1 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

ay] 

1 

Mr.  Leey 

ay 

vay 

Mr.  Monroe , 

ay  J 

1 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Williamsony 

Mr.  Spaighty 

ay\ 

no  5 

■  divided • 

South-Carolinay 

0 

Mr.  Ready 

ay  )>  * 

So  it  was  Resolved ,  That  until  the  adjournment,  Congrefs  will  meet 
precifely  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  adjourn  at  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  meet  again  at  four,  and  adjourn  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Partridge, 

That  the  22d  rule  of  Congrefs,  be  fufpended  until  the  adjournment 
on  Thurfday  next. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  De  Witt,  to 
poftpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  to 
Congrefs,  for  certain  arms  furnilhed  by  the  faid  ftate  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States,  and  which  report  is  in  the  words  following  : 

u  It  appears  to  the  committee,  by  the  refoives  of  the  14th  of  April, 
and  by  governor  Clinton’s  letter,  that  a  number  of  mulkets,  bayonets 
and  accoutrements,  the  property  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  were  in  the  commencement  of  the  war,  taken  to  arm  the  troops 
raifed  in  the  date  of  New-York  ;  about  1050  of  which,  it  appears  by 
the  certificates  of  major-general  MTOougall,  have  been  detained  by 
major-general  Schuyler,  who  commanded  the  northern  department,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  continent.  It  alfo  appears  by  the  governor’s  letter, 
that  two  howitzers  lent  by  the  ftate  of  New-York,  to  the  United 
States,  have  not  been  returned  ;  and  the  governor  requefts,  that  thefe 
mulkets,  bayonets  and  accoutrements,  with  the  two  howitzers,  may 
be  replaced.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  ftate  of  New- 
Icork  has  a  juft  claim  on  the  United  States  for  thefe  mulkets,  bayo¬ 
nets  and  accoutrements  ;  but  as  they  prefume,  that  arms  and  accou¬ 
trements  have  been  furnifhed  by  other  dates  to  arm  the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  cannot  be  known,  whether  there  is  a  fufficiency 
remaining  in  the  public  ftores,  to  replace  the  whole  number  lupplied 
by  the  feveral  dates,  until  returns  of  the  arms  fo  furnilhed,  fhall  have 
been  made  ;  and  as  in  their  opinion,  equal  juftice  ftiould  be  extended 
to  all,  they  fubmit  the  following  refolutions  :  That  the  fecretary  in 
the  war-office,  and  the  commilfary  of  military  and  ordnance  ftores, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  to  afcertain  and  report  to  Congrefs, 
without  lofs  of  time,  the  precife  number  of  mulkets,  bayonets  and  ac¬ 
coutrements,  which  have  been  furnifhed  by  the  different  ftates,  for  the 
tue  of  the  United  States,  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war  ;  That  fo  foon 
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as  Congrefs  (hall  be  informed  of  the  number  of  arms  and  accoutre¬ 
ments  ini  milled  by  the  feveral  dates,  to  t lie  United  States,  the  arms 
and  accoutrements  fo  furnifhed,  {ball  be  returned  in  kind  and  equal 
value,  if  a  fufficiency  for  this  purpofe  can  be  fpared  from  the  public 
dores  :  and  that  if  a  fufficient  number  cannot  be  fpared,  a  jud  pro¬ 
portion  of  what  can  be  fpared,  fliall  be  returned  to  the  dates  refpec- 
tively,  and  credit  given  them  for  the  value  of  the  remainder  :  That 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  thefervice  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  dire&ed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  the  date  of  New-York,  two  howitzers,  of  equal  value 
with  thofe  lent  by  that  date  to  the  United  States.” 

And  on  the  quedion  to  podpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  r  1  ’  '  '  ~  * 

New -Ha  mpsb  ire , 

Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 

Connecticut , 

New-Vorky 

Ncw-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

Virginia , 


Nortb-Carolina , 

Soutb-Carolina , 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  De  Witt, 
to  podpone  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into 
condderation  an  aid  of  Congrefs,  containing  a  rule  of  order,  that  when 
a  member  makes  a  motion,  and  Congrefs  judges  it  out  of  order,  faid 
motion  ffiall  not  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

On  this  the  previous  quedion  was  moved  by  the  dates  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland. 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  previous  quedion,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hardy, 


squired  by  Mr.  raine, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr,  Stevens , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin^ 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  MHIenryy 
Mr.  Stoney 
Mr.  Cbasey 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Lecy 
Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williams  oily 
Mr.  Spaigbty 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


} 


no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 

aj  j> 

no 
no 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 

no  1 

ay 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


divided . 


no 


* 


no 


ay 


no 


1 

1 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 
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Ne  w -  Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 

New -York, 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

Maryland, 

Virginia , 


North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Mr.  Dc  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read, 


no 


aivi 


ided. 


no 


Mr.  Beresforcl, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  fet  afide. 
When  the  main  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  the  (late  of  New- 
York  moved  in  right  of  the  (late,  that  the  determination  thereof  be 
poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  queftion  of  order  was  moved,  whether  the  motion  of  New- York 
is  in  order. 

And  on  the  queftion,  is  the  motion  of  the  ftate  of  New -York  in 


the  yeas  and  nays 

being  required  by  Mr. 

Paine 

New-Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster, 

no 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay 

Mr.  Dana , 

no 

Mr.  Partridge, 

ay 

Rhocle-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

ay 

New -York, 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

ay 

Mr.  Paine, 

ay 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

no 

Mr.  Dick, 

ay 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

ay 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

ay 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay 

} 


\ 

1 


divided • 

ay 

ay 

divided . 
ay 

divided . 

aJ 
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Maryland , 


Virginia , 


A  or  lb-  C a  rol  ina , 
Soutb-Carolina , 


Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 
Mr,  Lee, 

Mr,  Monroe , 
Mr.  Williamson i 
Mr.  Spaight , 
Mr.  Read , 


1 


0/ 

720 


divided • 

'yj 

Jp  f  divided, 
no  3 


720 

720 


Mr.  Beresfordy 

So  tbs  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  “  That  the  22d  rule  of 
Oongrefs  be  iulpended,  until  the  adjournment  on  Tlnirfdav  next:” 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Me  wHIampshirey 
Massacbusettsy 

Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticuty 

New-Torky 
Nero-Jerseyy 
Pcnnsyhaniay 

Mary  l  and y 

Virginiay 


Nortb-Carolinay 

Snutb-Carolinay 


Mr.  Foster y 
Mr.  Blanch ardy 
Mr.  Gerry y 
Mr.  Danay 
Mr.  Partridge y 
Mr.  Ellery y 
Mr.  Howell  y 
Mr.  Sbermany 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  /Je 
Mr.  Paine y 
Mr.  St  evens  y 
Mr.  L/e/S, 

Mr.  Miffi-iiiy 
Mr.  Af< ontgomery , 
Air.  Handy 
Mr.  HP  He  nr  \\ 
Air.  Stone y 
Air.  C7tf.ye, 

Mr.  Hardy y 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroey 
Air.  Williamsotiy 
Air.  Spaigbty 
Mr.  Ready 
Air.  Beresfordy 


ay 


no 


divided. 


no 


divided . 


720 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Air.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
That  the  22d  rule  of  Congrefs,  be  fufpended  until  the  end  of  the* 
pn  Pent  feflion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  De  Witt,  to 
poftpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following : 

u  I  move  that  the  opinion  of  the  houie  be  taken  on  the  following" 
queftion,  viz.  Can  a  member  be  out  of  order  for  making"  a  motion  con¬ 
formable  to  fome  rule  of  the  houfe  ?’* 
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And  on  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paine, 


New- Ha  mpsh  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no  } 

►  v  n 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

no  ) 

tk\J 

Massachusetts, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no ) 

■  no 

Mr.  Dana, 

no  ) 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  } 

-  no 

Mr.  Howell , 

720  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

720  (j 

j 

\ 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

7Z0  3 

•  720 

New-York, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

•  ay 

Mr.  Paine, 

qn 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

no  "1 

i 

Mr.  Beatty, 

720  j 

v  no 

Mr.  Dick, 

no  J 

i 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

tzoH 

i 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

720  ! 

>n» 

Mr.  Hand, 

720  J 

1' 

Maryland, 

Mr.  McHenry, 

720  ? 

*  ^7/1 

Mr.  Stone, 

720  J 

il  4/ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

720  1 

! 

Mr.  Mercer, 

720  ! 

►  no 

Mr.  Monroe, 

720  J 

1 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

720  } 

■  no 

Mr.  Spaight, 

no  3 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Read, 

720  } 

■  n& 

Mr.  Beresford, 

720  5 

So  it.  paired  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  before  the  houfe,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paine, 


New-Hampsbire , 
Massachusetts , 
Rb  ode-island, 
Connecticut , 

New -York, 
New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Z><? 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 


ay 

ay 

divided* 
divided • 

no 

ay 

°y 

divided* 
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Virginia ,  Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  A/erc  roe, 

North-Car olina,  Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Spaight , 

South -Carolina,  Mr. 

Mr.  Beresford , 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

L  hat  the  22d  rule  of  Gongrefs  be  fufpended,  until  the  end  of  the 
prefent  fefTion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 
which  being  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

1  hat  general  Knox  be  inftru&ed  to  order  350  men  properly  officered, 
ol  the  troops  now  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  to  march  imme¬ 
diately,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  weftern  pods,  as 
foon  as  evacuated  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majeffy.  That  700 
men,  officers  included,  to  ierve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unlefs  foon- 
er  difcharged,  be  railed  for  the  relief  of  thofe  troops,  the  protection 
of  the  weftern  frontiers,  and  for  guarding  the  public  ftores  ;  and  that 
the  leveral  dates  furnifh  their  quotas  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 

1  hat  general  Knox  be  inftructed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  of  thofe  troops,  and  report  thereon  to  the  committee  of  the  dates. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  amend 
the  motion  by  adding,  that  the  dates  of  New-Hampdiire  and  Maffa- 
chufetts,  be  exonerated  by  the  United  States,  from  the  extra  pay  of 
fuch  of  the  foldiers  of  their  refpeCfive  lines,  as  may  march  to  the  weft- 
ern  pods,  from  the  time  of  their  marching,  until  they  fhall  be  difcharg¬ 
ed  ;  referving  to  thofe  dates  their  claims,  to  be  exonerated  from  the 
refidue  of  fuch  extra  pay,  due  dnee  the  3d  of  November  lad,  to  fuch 
of  the  troops  as  have  been  detained  in  the  continental  fervice  from 
that  time,  (when  the  reft  of  the  continental  army  was  difbanded)  un¬ 
til  the  laid  troops  diall  be  refpeClively  difcharged. 

A  divifion  of  the  amendment  was  called  for  ;  and  on  the  queftion 
to  agree  to  the  firft  part,  as  far  as  u  referving,”  includve,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New-Hampshi  re, 

Mr.  Foster, 

ay 

■ » 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay 

Rhodc-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

ay 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

ay 

New-York, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

no 

Mr.  Paine, 

no 

Ncw-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

ay 

Mr.  Beatty, 

ay 

Mr.  Dick, 

av 
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Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 

0~) 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

0  > 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 

0  J 

Maryland , 

Mr.  Stone , 

ayS 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

ayl 

Mr.  Monroe , 

qyS 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson , 

0? 

Mr.  Spaight , 

0$ 

South-Car  olina , 

Mr.  Read, 

ay  3 

Mr.  Beresforcl, 

0  3 

o  it  was  refolved  in  the 

affirmative. 

ay 


ay 


qy 


ay 


ay 


On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  claufe,  u  referving,  Stc.”  to 
the  end,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New- Ha  mpshire, 

Mr.  Foster , 

0? 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay  3 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

01 

Mr.  Dana, 

0'  f 

Mr.  Partridge , 

0J 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

0’S 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman, 

0? 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

0  3 

New -York, 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

no  3 

Mr.  Paine, 

320  5 

New-  Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

0l 

Mr.  Beatty, 

0  f 

Mr.  D/a, 

0J 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

0l 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

0  f 

Mr.  Hand, 

0j 

Maryland , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

0^ 

Mr.  Stone, 

0S 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

0? 

Mr.  Monroe, 

0  3 

North -Carolina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

0? 

Mr.  Spaight, 

720  y 

South-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Read, 

0? 

Mr.  Beresford, 

0  3 

ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  De  Witt, 
to  amend  further,  by  inferting,  u  except  Ofwego  and  Niagara,”  after 
the  words  u  weftern  pods 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Paine, 

New- Hampshire,  Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Massachusetts ,  Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

You  IX,  C  2 
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Rbode-Islandy 

Mr.  Ellery , 

no  ~l 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Howell , 

no  \ 

-  no 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no  \ 

New -York, 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

no  i 

-  no 

Mr.  De  Win , 

ay 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Paine , 

ay  < 

»  ay 

Mr.  Stevens , 

wo"] 

|  ' 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick, 

no 

no 

>  no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

j 

nol 

f 

1 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
M  r.  Hand, 

M r .  M' Henry , 

no 

ay< 
no  > 

Vno 

Maryland , 

f 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Stone , 

no  \ 

►  no 

Mr.  Hardy, 

no  \ 

►  no 

Mr.  Monroe , 

no  { 

North-Car  olinay 

Mr.  Williamson , 

no  \ 

Soutb-Carolina , 

Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

no  < 

-  no 

no  ( 

So  it  patted  in  the  negative 

Mr.  Beresforcl , 

• 

no  < 

-  no 

Four,  o'clock ,  P.  M. 

i  he  prefident  being  abfent,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chairman  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Stone  was  elected. 

A  letter  from  the  iupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was 
read,  in  the  words  following  : 

In  Council ,  Philadelphia ,  May  28,  1784. 

SIR, 

SOME  days  ago  an  intuit  was  offered  by  a  Frenchman,  to  Mr.  de 
Marbols,  in  the  hotel  ol  the  minifter  of  France  ;  and  afterwards  an 
afiault  was  made  upon  him  by  the  fame  perfon,  in  a  (Ireet  of  this  ci- 
d  •  ^  '1C  offender  lias  been  arrefled  by  our  direction,  under  a  warrant 

et  a  judge  ol  the  iupreme  court,  and  is  now  confined  in  the  common 
pnfon,  where  we  have  ordered  him  to  be  detained.  Our  refpedt  for 
Congrefs  induces  us  to  inform  them  of  this  affair,  and  we  fhould  have 
done  ourfelves  the  honor  ol  making  the  communication  fooner,  but 
that  the  criminal  was  not  in  confinement  till  yefterday.  We  lliould 
Ik  much  pleated  to  be  favoured  with  the  lentiments  of  Congrefs  upon 
tins  buliiu  Is,  being  extremely  delirous  that  our  proceedings  may  cor- 
i  el  pond  with  their  judgment,  and  to  teflily  our  determined  refolution, 
with  all  our  powers,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to 
preferve  the  public  repole,  to  aflert  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  mani- 
ImI  om  entiie  regard  lor  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fovereignty  of  the 
union.  With  the  molt  perfect  eiteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fir,  See. 

(Siglied)  '  John  Di  CKINSON. 

His  excellency  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs. 

Whereupon,  the  following  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by 
Mr.  Montgomery,  “  I  hat  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  determined 
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refolution  of  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ft  ate  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to  preferve  the 
public  repofe,  to  alfert  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  maniiell  their  entire 
regard  for  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  union,  expreffed 
by  their  letter  of  the  28th  inftant. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  W  illiamfon, 
“  That  the  letter  with  the  motion  be  committed  And  on  the,  queftion 
to  commit,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand, 

New-Hampsh  ire , 


Massachusetts , 


Mr.  Dana ,  ay  V  ay 

Mr.  Partridge ,  ay  J 

Mr.  Ellery,  ay  ? 

Mr.  Howell ,  ay  3  ^ 

Mr.  Sherman ,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Wadsworth ,  ^ 


Rhode-Island , 


Connecticut , 
New-Tork , 


New-Jerscy , 


Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 
North-Car  olina, 


South -Carolina, 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  De  Witt,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Whereas  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1776,  Congrefs  did  refolve, 
that  a  monument  be  procured  at  Paris,  or  any  other  place  in  France, 


with  an  infeription,  facred  to  the  memory  of  general  Montgomery  ; 
which,  in  confequence  thereof,  was  procured  and  fent  to  the  care  of 


Mr.  Hewes,  in  North-Carolina,  and  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  care 
of  his  executors. 

Resolved ,  That  the  executors  of  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  or  the  perfon 


in  whofe  hands  the  monument  is,  be  requefted  to  deliver  the  fame  to 
the  order  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  be  tranfported  to  the 
city  of  New-York,  to  be  eredfed  in  fuch  part  of  the  ftate  of  New- 


York,  as  the  legiflature  thereof  may  judge  proper  ;  and  that  the  ex- 
penfe  accruing  thereon,  be  paid  by  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  prefident  having  requefted  the  decifion  of  Congrefs  on  the  fol* 
lowing  queflion, 

Is  it  expedient  that  the  prefident  fiiould  continue  in  office  during 
the  recefs  of  Congrefs  ? 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  M’Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hand, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs,  that  on  the  adjournment 
of  the  preient  Congrefs,  the  duties  of  their  prelident  ceafe  :  and  that 
when  the  United  States  affemble  purfuant  to  fuch  adjournment,  or  in 
cdnfequence  of  a  call  from  the  committee  of  the  hates,  his  excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  do  refume  the  chair. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  con  filling  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 

Hand  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  pay- 
mafler-general,  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fupreme  executive  of  the  hate  of  Virginia,  be 
requehed  to  inhruct  their  auditors,  to  furnifli  the  officer  who  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  lettle  the  accounts  of  the  line  of  the  army,  with  fuch  ac¬ 
counts  or  extradls  from  the  fettlements  they  have  made  with  the  line 
of  that  hate,  as  may  be  necehary  to  enable  him  finally  to  clofe  the 
accounts  of  thole  officers  with  the  United  States. 

That  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  line  of  the  army,  the  pay-maher- 
general  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  lettle  with  the  commiffion- 
ed  officers  on  their  oath,  and  with  non-commiffioned  officers  and  pri¬ 
vates,  on  a  certificate  from  the  field-officer  who  commanded  them,  in 
cafes  where,  from  capture,  or  other  inevitable  difahers,  the  muhers  or 
vouchers  have  been  loll,  and  where  from  circumhances  he  ffiall  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  other  iatisfactory  and  more  regular  evidence  is  not  to  be 
obtained. 

That  in  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  deputy-pay-mailers  in  the  main 
and  louthern  armies,  who  are  appointed  in  purluance  of  the  adt  of  the 
S th  of  Api  ll,  1 782,  they  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  75  dollars  per  month, 
while  they  were  in  fervice,  including  fuch  advances  as  have  been 
made  under  the  head  of  lubfihence,  or  otherwife. 

That  Hezekiah  Witmore’s  account  be  credited  for  the  fum  of  873 
dollars,  on  his  making  oath  that  fuch  a  fum  of  the  public  money  has 
been  loll,  as  hated  in  his  memorial. 

On  the  report  of  a  grand  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr. 
Blanchard,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Read: 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  leveral  hates  fhall  be  credited  in  their  accounts 
with  the  United  States,  for  the  lpecie  value  of  all  lums  by  them  paid 
to  their  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  continental  army,  due  from  the 
United  States  ;  provided  fuch  payments  fhall  have  been  notified  to  the 
pay-m after-general,  and  by  him  charged  to  fuch  officers  and  foldiers, 
in  fettling  their  accounts  with  the  United  States  ;  and  faid  hates  fhall 
be  allowed  interch  on  the  funis  lo  paid,  from  the  time  of  payment. 

That  the  luperintendant  of  finance  be  directed  to  render  to  Con¬ 
grefs,  a  particular  hatement  of  the  articles  comprized  under  the  head 
of  contingencies,  in  his  accounts  already  rendered  :  and  that  when  the 
faid  hatement,  and  alfo  his  accounts  (hewing  the  expenditure  of 
2,486,5  1  1  :  71,  ol  the  8,000,000  of  dollars,  required  by  a  refolve  of 
the  30th  of  October,  1781,  fhall  be  rendered,  the  committee  of  the 
hates  fhall  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  faid  hatement,  and  alfo  of  fuch  ex¬ 
penditures,  fpecifying  contingencies,  to  any  hate  whofe  delegates  may 
yequire  the  fame. 

I  hat  120,000  dollars,  and  687,828  dollars,  contained  in  the  ehi- 
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mate  of  the  18th  April,  1783,  being  comprized  in  the  requifition  of 
the  prefent  year,  under  the  article  of  intefeft  of  the  domeftic  debt,  to 
the  31ft  of  December,  1782,  are,  when  paid  agreeably  to  the  faid  re¬ 
quifition,  to  be  deducted  from  the  eftimate  firft  mentioned. 

On  a  report  of  the  lame  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Gerry,  relative  to  contradtois  lor  ox  teams  and  conductors,  in 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  forthwith  to  give  orders  for  afcertaining  the  films  due  to  the 
contractors  in  the  commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts,  for  ox  teams  and 
conductors  employed  in  the  campaign  of  1781  ;  and  to  draw  for  pay¬ 
ment  thereof  on  the  faid  ftate  ;  which  is  hereby  authorized  to  charge 
fuch  fums  with  intereft  from  the  time  of  advancing  the  fame,  as  part 
of  the  ftate s  quota  which  may  be  made  for  the  year  1785. 

- - mlSSraiosm— - 

Wednesday,  June  2,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  ftates  as  before.  Mr.  Stone 
in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Spaight,  Mr.  Hardy 
and  Mr.  M‘Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  23d  November, 
from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
together  with  his  note  refpe&ing  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  {loop  Chefter,  being  under  confideration,  and  which  is  in  the 
words  following  : 

“  That  they  have  duly  confidered  ths  matter  to  them  referred,  and 
are  of  opinion,  that  as  there  was  no  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  to  Congrefs,  which 
ought  to  have  been  made  and  lodged  with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs, 
within  40  days,  had  there  been  any  intention  of  queftioning  the  re¬ 
gularity  or  legality  of  the  condemnation  of  the  faid  {loop  Chefter  at 
the  time  of  condemnation,  or  the  court  of  appeals  appointed  by  Con¬ 
grefs,  the  regular  and  ufual  manner  of  bringing  maritime  caufes  be¬ 
fore  them,  Congrefs  cannot  at  this  day  take  up  the  caufe.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  therefore  recommend,  that  the  minifter  of  the  United  Nether¬ 
lands  be  informed  of  the  above,  and  advifed  to  apply  to  the  regiftry 
of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  from  which 
it  will  appear  whether  any  and  what  illegal  proceedings  were  made 
ufe  of  to  procure  the  condemnation  of  the  (loop  Chefter  and  her  cargo  : 
And  that  if  there  has  been  any  breach  of  the  laws  of  nations,  or  of 
the  inftructions  iffued  by  Congrefs  to  the  captains  of  private  ihips  of 
war,  with  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  that  the  bonds  given  in  the 
office  of  the  fecretary  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  by  the  parties  re¬ 
ceiving  fuch  commiffions,  are  liable  to  be  put  in  fu it  for  the  benefit 
and  indemnification  of  the  party  injured. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  that 
the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  :  And  on  the  queftion 
for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

JSfew- Hampshire^ 

Massachusetts , 


Mr.  Foster , 

i 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

ay\ 

■  ay 

Mr.  Gerry , 

ayl 

I 

Mr.  Dana , 

ay 

f-«y 

Mr.  Partridge , 

ay  J 

1 

•  v . '  ;  ■ 

' 


fl 


So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Howell, 
That  the  faid  report  be  referred  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congrefs  ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  note  of  the  minifter  of  the  United  Netherlands, 
he  trani  mitted  to  the  lupreme  executive  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  ; 
and  that  they  be  requefted  to  make  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  fads 

ftated  therein,  and  to  tranfmit  the  refult  thereof  to  the  Congrefs  at 
their  next  meeting. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr,  Dana, 


New-IIampsb  i  re, 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanc  hardy 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Rbode-Island) 

Mr.  Ellery^ 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  She r many 
Air.  Wadsworth , 

New-Yorky 

Air.  De  Witty 

Ncw-Jerseyy 

Air.  Stcvensy 

Air.  Beattyy 

Air.  Dicky 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery 
Air.  Handy 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M^ Henry , 
Mr.  Stoney 

Mr.  Chascy 

i  \ 
} 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 
°y 

ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
no  * 
ay~ 
no  y  ay 
ay 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 


'  r 

] 

3 


JUNE  1784. 


203 


Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

no  , 

) 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay  ( 

>ay 

Mr.  Lee , 

ay\ 

Mr.  Monroe, 

ay  u 

\ 

North-Car olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay] 

-  divided. 

Mr.  Spaight, 

no  5 

South -Carol  in  a, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 

no  ^ 
no  ^ 

-  no 

,  was  refolved  in 

the  affirmative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Monroe  as  amended,  was  then  taken  into  con- 
fideration. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
to  poftpone  the  confideration  thereof,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : 

That  the  commanding-officer  be  directed  to  difcharge  the  feverai 
officers  and  foldiers  now  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  except 
25  privates  to  guard  the  (lores  a  Fort-Pitt,  and  5  5  to  guard  the  (lores 
at  Weft-Point  and  other  magazines,  with  a  proportionate  number  of 
officers  ;  no  officer  to  remain  in  fervice  above  the  rank  of  a  captain  ; 
thofe  privates  to  be  retained  who  are  enlided  on  the  bed  terms  ;  pro¬ 
vided  Congrefs  before  its  recefs,  (hall  not  take  other  meafures  reipec- 
ting  the  difpofition  of  thofe  troops. 

On  the  quedion  to  podpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamfon, 


New- Ha  mpsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 

l 

New -Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Car  olina, 
South-Car  olina, 

So  the  quedion  was  lod. 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  M1, Henry, 
Mr.  Stoiie, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


divided . 


divided, 
divided . 
ay 


no 

ay 


ay 


divided, 

ay 

ay 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  De  Witt 
to  pohpone  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeft  before  the  houfe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  take  np  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  application  of 
the.  hate  of  New-York,  for  Gongrefs  to  declare  the  number  of  troops 
which  are  neceffary  to  be  kept  up  by  the  laid  hate,  to  garrifon  the 
forts  neceffary  for  the  defence  thereof :  which  report  is  °as  follows  : 
|  hat  men,  including  non-commihioned  officers,  will  be  requi- 

1'ite  to  garrifon  the  forts  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the  laid  hate; 
whereupon  your  committee  fubmit  the  following  refolution  :  That 
the  hate  oi  New-York  be  permitted  to  raife  men,  includ¬ 

ing  non-commihioned  officers,  for  the  purpofe  of  garrifoning  fiich  pohs 
within  the  laid  hate,  not  poffeffed  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  laid  hate  judge  proper;  which  troops  fo  to  be  raifed  by  the 
hate  ol  New-York,  Ihall  be  difcharged  whenever  the  United  States  in 
Gongrefs  affembled  Ihall  fo  direct. 

On  the  quehion  to  pohpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 


and  nays  being  required 

by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ne w -  Ha  mpsh  ire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 

New-York , 

Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Ncw-Jersey , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M' Henry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Fee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

North-Car  olina. , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

divided . 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


>no 


no 


no 


So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Monroe  as  amended,  being  as  follows  : 

That  general  Knox  be  inhrutted  to  order  350  men  properly  officer¬ 
ed,  of  the  troops  now  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  to  march 
immediately  to  be  in  readinefs  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  wehern  pohs, 
as  foon  as  evacuated  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majelly,  that  700 
men,  officers  included,  to  ferve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unlefs 
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fooner  difcharged,  be  raifed  for  the  relief  of  thofe  troops,  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  weftern  frontiers,  and  for  guarding  the  public  Hores  ; 
and  that  the  feveral  Hates  furnifh  their  quotas  in  the  following  pro¬ 
portions,  viz. 

That  general  Knox  be  inftruded  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
rendezvous  of  thofe  troops,  and  report  thereon  to  the  committee  of  the 
Hates.  That  the  Hates  of  New-Hampfhire  and  MalTachufetts  be  ex¬ 
onerated  by  the  United  States,  from  the  extra  pay  of  fuch  of  the  fol- 
diers  of  their  refpedive  lines,  as  may  march  to  the  weHern  poHs,  from 
the  time  of  their  marching,  until  they  fliall  be  difcharged  ;  relerving 
to  thofe  Hates  their  claims  to  be  exonerated  from  the  refidue  of  fuch 
extra  pay,  due  from  the  3d  day  of  November  laH,  to  fuch  of  their 
troops  as  have  been  detained  in  the  continental  fervice  from  that  time, 
(when  the  red  of  the  continental  army  was  difbanded)  until  the  faid 
troops  fli all  be  refpectively  difcharged. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Partridge,  to 
amend  the  paragraph,  u  That  700  men,  See.”  by  inferting  immediately 
before  u  700,”  the  words,  “  It  is  neceffary  that  and  by  Hriking  out 
the  words,  “  and  that,”  after  a  Hares,”  and  in  lieu  thereof,  inferting 
“  by;”  and  then  to  Hrike  out  the  words,  “  furnidt  their  quotas 
And  on  the  queHion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


New  -  Ha  mpsbi  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Islancl , 
Connecticut , 

New -York., 

New- Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 


irginia) 


North-Carolina , 
South -Carolina, 

So  the  rjueHion  was  loH« 
Vol.  IX. 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  FSlery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Tee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 

D  2 


no 

no 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 


divided. 


no 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamfon,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Spaight,  to  amend  that  paragraph,  by  inferting  the  words,  44  be,  and 
are  hereby  required  to,”  between  the  words  “  Hates”  and  44  fnrnifli.” 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  poh- 
pone  that  amendment,  in  order  to  admit  the  following,  viz.  after  44  and 
that,”  to  infert  “  it  be  recommended  to  ;”  and  after  44  Hates,”  to  in- 
fert  44  to  :”  And  on  the  quehion  to  poHpone  for  the  purpofe  above- 
mentioned,  thd'  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dana, 


New-  Ha  mpsbi  re 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North-Carolina , 
South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerryy 
Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sbermany 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De 
Mr.  Pai  ne , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  M^ Henry y 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Cbasey 
Mr.  Hardyy 
Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Williamfon  was  then  withdrawn,  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  Hrike  out  the 
whole  paragraph  from,  44  that  700  men,”  to  44  proportions,”  both  in- 
clufive  :  And  on  the  quehion,  fhall  that  paragraph  Hand  ?  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Ne  w-  Hampshire  y 

Mr.  Foster , 

720  J 

-  710 

Mr.  Blanc  hardy 

?20  ^ 

MassachusettSy 

Mr.  Gerry y 

mW 

1 

Mr.  Dana, 

no 

Mr.  Partridge , 

no  J 

I 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

-  divided. 

Connecticuty 

Mr.  Shermany 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 

aA 

no  j 

■  divided . 
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New -York, 


New-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland , 

* 

Virginia , 


Mr.  Z)e 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick) 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Mi Henry) 

Mr.  Stone) 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy) 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe) 

Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Spaigbt) 

Mr.  Read) 

Mr.  Beresford , 

So  the  queftion  was  loft,  and  the  paragraph  was  ftruck  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 

Resolved)  That  the  further  conftderation  of  the  fubje£l  be  poft- 
poned ;  and  that  Congrefs  take  into  conftderation  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  application  from  the  ftate  of  New- York. 

Eodem  Die)  P .  M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conftderation  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
as  amended  :  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


North-Car  olina) 
South-Carolinay 


New-Hampshire , 

Mr.  Foster) 

aJ  ? 

*  A 

Mr.  Blanchard) 

An 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry , 

a] 

i 

Mr.  Dana) 

a 

►  A7 

Mr.  Partridge , 

An 

Rhode-Islandy 

Mr.  Ellery , 

A'? 

■  A 

Mr.  Howell) 

An 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Shermait) 

Avi 

*  ay 

Mr.  Wadsworth) 

An 

New-Yorky 

Mr.  De  Witt ) 

710  7 

■  no 

Mr.  Paine , 

710  J 

New-Jersey , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

A] 

I 

Mr.  Beatty) 

A 

Mr.  Dick) 

AM 

Pennsylvania) 

Mr.  Montgomery , 

720  3 

■  no 

Mr.  Hand) 

Mr.  McHenry) 

720  ^ 

Maryland , 

720  J 

1 

Mr.  Stone) 

720 

tnp 

Mr.  Chase , 

720  J 

i 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy) 

720 1 

Mr.  Mercery 

720 

M!0 

4 

Mr.  Monroe) 

am 

F 
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North -Carolina)  Mr.  Williamson , 

Mr.  Spairbt , 

Soutb-Carolina ,  Mr.  Ready 

Mr.  Beresfordy 

So  the  queflion  was  loll. 

A.  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Spaight,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

That  the  coi^manding-officer  be  directed  to  difcharge  the  troops  now 
in  the  feprice  of  the  United  States,  except  25  privates  to  guard  the 
Fores  at  Fort-Pitt,  and  5  5  to  guard  the  Fores  at  WeF-Point  and  other 
magazines,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  officers  *  no  officer  to  re¬ 
main  in  fervice  above  the  rank  of  a  captain,  and  thofe  privates  to  be 
retained  who  are  enliFed  on  the  beF  terms  :  Provided  Congrefs,  be¬ 
fore  its  recefs,  ffiall  not  take  other  meafures  refpeding  the  difpofition 
of  thofe  troops. 

A  motion  was  made  by  IVlr,  Gerry,  feconded  by  IVfr.  Partridge,  to 
amend  the  motion  by  inferting  after  “  United  States,”  the  following 
words,  “  after  the  arrearages  of  their  pay  and  rations  from  the  3d  of 
November  laF  ffiall  be  paid.” 

On  this  the  previous  queFion  was  moved  by  the  Fate  of  Maryland, 
feconded  by  the  Fate  of  Virginia  :  And  on  the  queFion  to  agree  to 
the  previous  queFion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  FoFer, 

Ne  w-  II a  mpsh  ire , 

Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Islandy 
Connecticut , 
Nenv-Yorky 
New-Jersej/y 


Pennsylvania, 

Marylandy 


Virginia , 


Nortb-Carolinay 
Soutb-Carolina, 

So  the  queFion  was  loF. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mercer,  to 
poFpone  the  amendment,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  motion,  to 
argend  the  main  queFion,  by  adding, 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Blancbardy 
Mr.  Gerryy 
Mr.  Danay 
Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  FAleryy 
Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Beattyy 
Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Montgomery . 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  Ml  Henry  y 

Mr.  Stoney 
Mr.  Cbasey 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercery 
Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight y 
Mr.  Ready 
Mr.  Beresfordy 


no 


^  divided* 
no 


l  divided , 
no  y 

7U  ?  divided . 

ajS 
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That  the  arrearages  of  their  pay  and  rations,  after  the  3d  of  No¬ 
vember  lab,  be  fettled  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  accounts  of  the  troops 
lately  difcharg-ed  ;  and  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order 
for  furni fifing  them  two  months  pay  : 

And  on  the  quedion  to  podpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fober, 


Ne  %v-Ha  mpsh  i  re, 
Massachusetts , 

Rbode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York, 
New-Jersey , 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 

Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr,  Gerry , 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt , 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Dich, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


divided • 


divided . 


ay 


ay 


ay 


qy 


qy 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dana,  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  adding,  “  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  refpe&ive  dates  to  which  the  faid  troops  belong,  to  pay  them  the 
remainder  that  fhall  be  due  to  them  from  the  3d  of  November  lad,  for 
which  faid  dates  fhall  be  credited  on  the  requifition  of 
day  of 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  on  the  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Stone, 


Ne  w  -  Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr. 

Foster, 

ay? 

ay 

Mr. 

Blanchard, 

ay  ) 

Massachusetts , 

Mr. 

Gerry , 

ayl 

Mr. 

Dana, 

ay  t 

ay 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

ay  J 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

ay? 

ay 

Mr. 

Howell, 

ay  5 

Connecticut , 

Mr. 

Sherman , 

ay? 

ay 

Mr. 

Wadsworth, 

ay  $ 

New -York, 

Mr. 

De  Witt , 

? 

Mr. 

Paine , 

\ 

no 
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New-fersey, 
Pennsylvania , 

i 

Maryland^ 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina , 


South-Car  olina , 


Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Montgomery , 
Mr.  Hand., 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase , 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaigbt) 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford) 


■} 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
n 

no  | 
)>no 
no  \ 

7Zx>J 

770  ' 

720 

no 
no 


no 


no 


So  it  pafted  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  be* 
ing  required  by  Mr.  Fofter, 


New- Ham \pshi  re , 
Massachusetts) 

Rhode-Island) 

Connecticut, 

New-Tork) 

Ncw-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania , 

Maryland, 

Virginia , 

North -Carolina, 
South-Car  olina, 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Gerry') 

Mr.  Dana) 

Mr.  Partridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Pai  lie, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

Mr.  Dick, 

M  r .  Mo  nt go  me  ry , 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Mi Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaigbt, 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford, 


no 


aJ  > 

ay) 

ay') 

ayS 

gj  s 

ay  l 

ayS 


aJ 


ay 

ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  an4 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paine, 


New -Ha  m psh  i  re , 
Massachusetts , 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut , 
New -York , 
New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania , 
Maryland , 


irginia , 


North-Car  olinay 
Soutk-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry^ 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

■ 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr. 

Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 

Mr.  DfiL, 

Mr.  Montgomery < 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  Mi  Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 


ay 


aS 


ay 


yc.y 


ay 

divided . 


Mr.  Beresford,  m 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  commanding-officer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  difcharge  the  troops  now  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  except  25  privates,  to  guard  the  (lores  at  Fort-Pitt,  and 
5  5  to  guard  the  (lores  at  Weft-Point  and  other  magazines,  with  a  pro- 
portionate  number  of  officers  ;  no  officer  to  remain  in  fervice  above 
the  rank  of  a  captain,  and  thofe  privates  to  be  retained  who  were  en- 
lifted  on  the  bed  terms  :  Provided  Congrefs,  before  its  recefs,  (hall  not 
take  other  meafures  refpe&ing  the  dilpofition  of  thofe  troops.  That 
the  arrearages  of  their  pay  and  rations  after  the  3d  of  November  laft, 
be  fettled  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  accounts  of  the  troops  lately  dif- 
charged  ;  and  that  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  fur- 
ni(hing  them  two  months  pay. 

Thursday ,  June  3,  1784. 

Congrefs  affembled  :  Prefent,  eleven  dates  as  yefterday. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  M’Hen- 
ry,  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Dick,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of 
Mr.  Read,  having  reported,  and  the  report  being  taken  into  confide- 
ration,  being  as  follows  : 

Whereas  a  body  of  troops  to  con  fid  of  700  non-commidioned  of¬ 
ficers  and  privates,  properly  officered,  are  immediately  and  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  for  fecuring  and  protecting  the  northweftern  frontiers 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  Indian  friends  and  allies,  and  for  gar- 
rifoning  the  pods  foon  to  be  evacuated  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic 
majefty  :  Resolved ,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
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ILues  heieaiter  named,  and  as  mod  conveniently  fituated,  to  furniffi 
forthwith  from  their  militia,  700  men,  to  lerve  for  12  months,  unlefs 
looner  dilcharged,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  Connecticut,  165  ♦ 
New- \  ork,  165  ;  New-Jerfey,  1  10  ;  Pennfylvania,  260  ;  making  in 
the  whole  700.  Resolved ,  That  the  fccretary  at  war  take  order  for 
forming  the  laid  troops  when  affembled,  into  one  regiment,  to  confjft  of 
eight  companies  of  infantry,  and  two  of  artillery,  arming  and  equip¬ 
ping  them  in  a  foldier-like  manner  :  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  di¬ 
rect  their  dedination  and  operations,  fubjeft  to  the  ordef  of  Congrefs, 
and  of  the  committee  of  the  dates  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs.  Resolved , 
That  the  pay,  fubliftence  and  rations  of  the  officers  and  men  fiiall  be 
the  fame  as  has  been  heretofore  allowed  to  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  each  officer  and  foldier  (hall  receive  one  month’s  pay 
after  they  are  embodied,  before  their  march.  Resolved ,  That  it  be 
recommended  to  the  feveral  dates,  to  employ  fuch  officers  of  their  late 
lines  of  the  continental  army,  as  may  be  willing  to  enter  into  the  pre- 
ltnc  lei v ice.  Resolved ,  i  hat.  the  dad  and  commiffioned  officers  of 
the  laid  troops  conlid  of  the  following,  and  be  furnifhed  by  the  feveral 
dates  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  fay,  one  lieutenant-colonel 
commandant  from  Pennfylvania,  two  majors,  one  from  Connecticut, 
and  one  from  New-York,  each  major  to  command  a  company  ;  eight 
captains  from  the  feveral  dates  furnifhing  the  troops  in  the  neared 
proportion  to  the  number  of  the  men  furnifhed  ;  ten  lieutenants,  one  to 
acl  as  adjutant  ;  ten  enfigns,  one  chaplain,  one  furgeon,  four  mates. 
Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  at  war  give  the  neceffary  order  for  the 
inferior  arrangements  and  organization  of  the  laid  troops,  and  make 
the  apportionment  of  the  officers  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  feveral  dates, 
not  herein  particularly  diretted.  Resolved ,  That  the  faid  troops  when 
embodied,  on  their  march,  on  duty,  and  in  garrifon,  dial!  be  liable  to 
all  the  rules  and  regulations  formed  for  the  government  of  the  late  ar¬ 
my  of  the  United  States.  Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  the 
finances  of  the  United  States,  take  order  for  furnifhing  on  the  warrant 
of  the  fecretary  at  war,  the  films  requifite  for  carrying  the  foregoing- 
re  dilutions  into  efFedt. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paine,  feconded  by  Mr.  De  Witt,  to 
podpone  the  conlideration  thereof,  in  order  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
committee,  on  the  reprefentation  from  the  delegates  of  New-York, 
and  which  is  as  follows  : 

“  The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  El¬ 
lery,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Partridge,  to  whom  was  referred  the  repre¬ 
fentation  of  the  delegates  from  the  date  of  New-York,  refpe&ing  the 
controverfy  between  the  faid  date,  and  the  people  inhabiting  the  ter¬ 
ritory  called  the  New-Hampffiire  Grants,  made  in  purfuance  of  exprefs 
indrindions  from  the  Iegiflature  of  the  faid  date,  urging  the  neceffity 
of  an  immediate  decifion  of  the  faid  controverfy,  with  fundry  affidavits 
and  other  papers  accompanying  the  fame,  having  carefully  examined 
the  papers,  and  the  files  and  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  refpe&ing  the 
faid  controverfy,  and  maturely  conlidered  the  cafe,  report  thereon  as 
follows  :  That  by  an  adt  of  Congrefs  of  the  7th  of  Augud,  178  1,  re¬ 
citing,  that  the  dates  of  New-Hampfhire  and  New-York  had  fubmit- 
ted  to  Congrefs  the  decifion  of  the  difputes  between  them,  and  the 
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people  inhabiting  the  New-Hamplhire  Grants,  on  the  well  fide  of 
Connecticut  river,  called  the  Rate  of  Vermont,  concerning  their  rel- 
peHive  claims  of  jurildidlion  over  the  faid  teintoiy^  anc  ia  icen 
heard  thereon,  and  that  the  people  aforefaid  did  claim  and  exercih: 
the  powers  of  a  fovereign  independent  flate,  and  hac  reque  ec  to 
admitted  into  the  federal  union  of  thefe  (fates.  It  was  among  other 
things  refolved,  “  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  people  reluling 
on  the  New-Hampfliire  Grants,  on  the  weft  fide  ol  Connecticut  river, 
or  by  their  reprefentative  body,  reipedting  theii  claim  to  e  an  inc  e 
pendent  ftate,  and  on  what  terms  it  may  be  proper  to  admit  them  into 
the  federal  union  of  thefe  Rates,  in  cafe  the  United  States  in  ongre  ^ 
affembled,  (hall  determine  to  recognize  their  independence,  and  thereof 
make  report.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  people  of  the 
territory  aforefaid,  or  their  reprefentative  body,  to  appoint  an  agent 
or  agents  to  repair  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  with  full  powers  an 
in  (fractions  to  confer  with  the  faid  committee  on  the  matters  aforefai  , 
and  on  behalf  of  the  faid  people  to  agree  upon,  and  ratify  terms  and 
articles  of  union  and  confederation  with  the  United  States  or  Anien- 
ca,  in  cafe  they  (hall  be  admitted  into  the  union  ;  and  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  are  hereby  inftrucfed  to  give  notice  to  the  agents  of  the  Hates 
of  New-Hamplhire  and  New-York,  to  be  prefent  at  the  conference 
«i  fore  fa  id, *  * 

And  on  the  8th  day  of  the  faid  Auguft,  a  committee  was  ^accord¬ 
ingly  appointed,  who  afterwards  bad  a  conference  with  Jonas  tay,  Iia 
Allen  and  Bezaleel  Woodward,  agents  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
the  people  inhabiting  the  laid  territory  called  the  New-Hampfhii  e 
Grants,  to  repair  to  Congrefs,  and  to  propole  and  receive  fiom  them, 

terms  of  a  union  with  the  United  States. 

That  the  committee  appointed  as  aiorefaid,  having  made  their  re¬ 
port,  Congrefs  on  the  20th  day  ol  Auguft,  178  1,  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution  :  u  It  being  the  fixed  purpofe  ol  Congrefs  to  adheie  to 
the  guarantee  to  the  dates  of  New-Hamplhire  and  New-\oik,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  refolutions  ol  the  7th  inftant  :  Resolved ,  1  hat  it  be  an 
indifpenfahle  preliminary  to  the  recognition  ol  the  independence  ol 
the  people  inhabiting  the  territory  called  Vermont,  and  their  admif- 
fion  into  the  federal  union,  that  they  explicitly  relinquifh  all  demands 
of  lands  or  jurifdidfion  on  the  ealf  lide  oi  the  weft  bank  ot  Connecticut 
river,  and  on  the  weft  fide  ot  a  line  beginning  at  the  northweft  corner 
of  the  ftatc  of  MalTachufetts,  thence  running  20  miles  eaft  oi  Hudfon’s 
river,  fo  far  as  the  laid  river  runs  northeafterly  in  its  general  courie  ; 
then  by  the.  weft  bounds  of  the  townfhips  granted  by  the  late  govern¬ 
ment  of  New-Hamplhire,  to  the  river  running  from  South-Bay  to  lake 
Champlain  ;  thence  along  the  laid  river  to  lake  Champlain  ;  thence 
along  the  waters  of  lake  Champlain,  to  the  latitude  of  45  degrees 
north,  excepting  a  neck  of  land  between  Miftiikoy-Bay  and  the  waters 
offtake  Champlain.”  Which  refolution  was  agreed  to  by  nine  dates. 
That  on  the  19th  of  October,  1781,  the  alTembly  of  Vermont  taking 
into  their  conftderation  the  aforefaid  act  of  Congrefs,  Resolved ,  I  hat 
they  could  not  comply  with  it,  without  deftroying  the  harmony  then 
fubfifting  in  that  date,  and  a  violation  of  a  folemn  compact  entered 
Vol.  IX.  E  2 
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That  afterwards,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1782,  the  peonle  in 
habiting  the  laid  territory  called  Vermont,  by  their  representatives 
in  general  alfembly,  in  compliance  with  the  aforefaid  aft  of  Congrefs 
then  remaining  unaltered  and  unrepealed,  came  to  the  following  refol 
lotions,  to  wn  :  «  Resolved,  That  the  weft  bank  of  ConnefticutYver, 
aiid  a  line  beginning  at  the  northweft  corner  of  the  commonwealth  of 
1  ia.lachuletts,  Irom  thence  northward  20  miles  eaft  of  Fludfon’s  river 
as  pacified  in  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  in  Auguft  laft,  ftiall  be  con- 
i.  u,  i  as  the  call  and  weft  boundaries  of  this  Hate  ;  and  that  this  af- 
c  mbly  do  hereby  relinquilh  all  claims  and  demands  to,  and  iurifdiaion 
m  and  over  any  and  every  diftria  of  territory  without  faid  boundary 
nits.  And  afterwards,  in  the  faid  month  of  February,  1782,  the  laid 
genera  allembly  appointed  Moles  Robinfon,  Paul  Spooner,  IfaacTiche- 
nor  and  Jonas  hay,  El'qrs;  agents,  with  plenary  powers  on  behalf  of  the 
people  ot  the  laid  diftria,  to  negociate  and  agree  on  terms  for  their 
admilT.on  into  confederation  with  thefe  United  States  ;  and  upon  fuch 
ad  nn  111  on  to  reprefent  the  faid  Hate  of  Vermont  in  Congrefs  :  and  it 
being  now  reprefen  ted  by  the  Hate  of  New- York,  that  great  danger 
ai.c  d  i  lire  Is  will  aide  from  a  further  delay  of  the  decifion  of  the  laid 
controverfy  ;  and  the  people  of  Vermont  having  complied  as  aforefaid 
with  the  terms  preferred  by  Congrefs,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  recog¬ 
nition  ot  their  independence,  your  committee  fubmit  the  following 
reiolves  :  & 


Resolved ,  1  hat  the  diftria  ot  territory  lying  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Connecticut  river,  called  Vermont,  within  the  limits  and  boundaries 
defenbed  in  the  aft  of  Congrefs  of  the  20th  Auguft,  1781,  and  the 
people  inhabiting  the  fame  be,  and  they  are  hereby  recognized  and 
declared  to  be  a  tree,  fovereign  and  independent  ftate,  by  the  name 
ot  the  ftate  of  Vermont.  That  the  faid  ftate  of  Vermont,  beino- 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  confidered  ‘as  a  pan 
ot  the  confederacy,  on  the  tame  principles  as  the  new  ftates,  who 
fhall  have  eftablifhed  permanent  governments  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
Congrefs  of  the  23d  day  of  April  laft,  until  it  fhall  accede  to  the  articles 
of  confederation,  and  be  admitted  into  the  federal  union  of  thefe 
ftates.  Resolved ,  That  Congrefs  adhere  to  the  guarantee  to  the  ftates  * 

ot  New-}  lampfhire  and  New-York,  agreeably  to  the  refolutions  of  the 
7th  and  20th  day  of  Auguft,^  1781  ;  and  if  it  ftiall  appear  on  running 
tlu  line  between  the  ftates  ol  New-York  and  Vermont,  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  hath  made  any  encroachments  on  the  territory  of  the- former, 
the  lame  fhall  be  immediately  removed.  Your  committee  fur¬ 
ther  report,  with  refped  to  the  matters  alleged  by  the  delegates  of 
New-York,  concerning  the  bufferings  of  individuals  by  banifiunent 
and  con  Ideation  ol  property,  and  the  diforders  and  violences  that  have 
happened  in  confequence  of  the  oppofite  and  interfering  jurifdidions 
exercifed  by  the  ftate  of  New-York  and  the  government  of  Vermont, 
over  the  fame  perfons  within  the  faid  diftria.  That  the  feveraJ  letters 
and  papers  from  the  governor  of  New-York  and  the  people  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  n  lative  to  thole  matters,  have  been  heretofore  committed,  and 
no  report  hath  been  made  thereon  ;  your  committee  are  therefore  of 
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opinion,  that  if  Gongrefs  (hall  judge  it  expedient  to  take  any  further 
order  refpedting  thofe  matters,  it  will  be  proper  again  to  commit  thofe 
papers.  ” 

On  the  queftion  to  poftpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paine, 


Ne  w~Ha  mp  shire , 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island , 
Connecticut , 
New-York , 
New-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania , 

♦ 

Maryland , 
Virginia , 
North-Carolina , 


Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard , 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 

Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth , 
Mr.  Witty 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevensy 
Mr.  Beatty y 
Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mijjliiiy 
Mr.  Montgomery 
Mr.  Handy 
Mr.  AP Henry y 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase y 
Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Leey 
Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Willi amsony 

Mr.  Spaighty 
Mr.  Ready 


no 


no 


divided • 


720 


770 


720 


720 


South-Carolinay 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  confideration  of  the  report  before  the 
houfe,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dick, 
to  ftrike  out  the  words  and  figures,  “  New-Jerfey  1  10  And  on  the 
queftion,  (hall  thofe  words  and  figures  hand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


720 


New -Hamp  shir  ey 

Mr.  Foster , 

ay 

Mr.  Blanchardy 

ay 

Massachusettsy 

Mr.  Gerryy 

ay 

Mr.  Dana , 

ay 

Mr.  Partridgey 

no 

Rhode-Islandy 

Mr.  Elleryy 

no 

Mr.  How  ell  y 

no 

Connecticuty 

Mr.  Shermany 

ay 

Mr.  Wadsworthy 

ay 

New-Yorky 

Mr.  De  Witty 

ay 

Mr.  Paine y 

ay 

New-Jerseyy 

Mr.  StevenSy 

no 

Mr.  Beattyy 

no 

Mr.  Dicky 

no 

fly 


720 
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Pennsylvania, 
ill  ary  l  and, 
Virginia, 

No  rth  -  Ca  rolina , 
South -Carolina , 


Mr.  MiJJUn, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  Ab  Henry , 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Me  rcer, 

Mr.  Pee, 

Mr.  Mon  roe, 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 

Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


b. 


ay  lay 


1 


ay 
ay  >  ay 

ay) 
ay) 
ay  ! 
ay  [  ^ 


a 


V>J 


ay  ? 

°y  S  ' 

ay  ? 

r,,  C  ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Beatty,  feconded  by  Mr.  Stevens, 
to  amend  the  report  by  adding  the  following  : 

“  That  where  the  laws  of  any  date  will  not  admit  of  their  militia 
being  called  out,  on  the  terms  prefcribed  in  the  foregoing  refolutions, 
fuch  date  may  be  permitted  to  engage  the  quote*  of  men  afligned  it, 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  legidature  thereof  (hall  dire&.”  On  this  the 
previous  quedion  was  moved  by  MalTachufetts  and  Maryland  : 

And  on  the  quedion  to  agree  to  the  previous  quedion,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Beatty, 


Ne  w-  Ha  mpshire, 
Massachusetts , 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut , 

Nero -York, 
Ncw-Jersey , 

Pennsylvania, 

Alary  l  and, 

Virginia, 

North-Car  olina, 
Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr. 

Foster , 

no  } 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

ay] 

•  divided , 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

«y  1 

j  ■ 

Mr. 

Dana, 

ay 

yay 

Mr. 

Partridge, 

no  J 

\ 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

no  1 

;  no 

Mr. 

Howell, 

no  j 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

ay( 

;  ay 

Mr. 

Wadsworth, 

ay ] 

Mr. 

De  Witt , 

ay} 

;  aJ 

Mr. 

Paine, 

ay] 

Mr. 

Stevens , 

no  J 

1 

Mr. 

Beatty , 

no 

>■  no 

Mr. 

Dick, 

no  J 

\ 

Mr. 

Al  iff  in, 

no  J 

1  ' 

Mr. 

Montgomery, 

ay 

lay 

Mr. 

Hand, 

ay  J 

\ 

Mr. 

Ab  Henry, 

ay  1 

1 

Mr. 

Stone, 

ay 

\°y 

Mr. 

Chase, 

ay  J 

\ 

Mr. 

Hardy , 

ay ] 

1 

Mr. 

Ale rcer , 

ay 

r 

Mr. 

Monroe , 

ay  J 

Mr. 

Williamson , 

ay} 

•  ay 

Mr. 

Spaight, 

ay] 

Mr. 

Read, 

ay} 

■  ay 

Mr. 

Beresford, 

ay] 
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So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  let  afide. 

The  report  being  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

Whereas  a  body  of  troops,  to  confift  of  700  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers  and  privates,  properly  officered,  are  immediately  and  indilpenla- 
bly  neceffary  for  taking  pofTeffion  of  the  weflern  pods,  as  foon  as. 
evacuated  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty.  for  the  protection  or 
the  northweftern  frontiers,  and  for  guarding  the  public  (lores  ; 

Resolved ,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  dates 
hereafter  named,  as  mod  conveniently  fituated,  to  furnifh  forthwith 
from  their  militia,  700  men,  to  ferve  for  12  months,  unlels  fooner  dif- 
charged,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  * 

Connecticut,  165 
New-York,  165 
New-Jerfey,  1  10 
Pennfylvania,  260 


Tnn 


Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  take  order  for  form¬ 
ing  the  laid  troops  when  alfembled,  into  one  regiment,  to  confift  of 
eight  companies  of  infantry,  and  two  of  artillery,  arming  and  equip¬ 
ping  them  in  a  foldier-like  manner  ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to 
diredt  their  deftination  and  operations,  fubjeCt  to  the  order  of  Con- 
grefs,  and  of  the  committee  of  the  dates  in  the  recefs  of  Congrels. 

Resolved ,  That  the  pay,  fubfiftence  and  rations  of  the  officers  and 
men,  ftiall  be  the  fame  as  has  been  heretofore  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  each  officer  and  foldier  (ball  receive 
one  month’s  pay  after  they  are  embodied,  before  their  march. 

Resolved ,  That  the  ftaff  and  commiffioned  officers  of  the  faid  troops, 
confift  of  the  following,  and  be  furnifhed  by  the  feveral  dates  herein¬ 
after  mentioned  ;  that  is  to  fay,  one  lieutenant-colonel  commandant 
from  Pennfylvania  ;  two  majors,  one  from  Gonnedicut,  and  one  from 
New-York,  each  major  to  command  a  company  ;  eight  captains  from 
the  feveral  dates  furnifhing  the  troops  in  the  neareft  proportion  to  the 
number  of  the  men  furnifhed  ;  ten  lieutenants,  one  to  aCl  as  adjutant  ; 
ten  enligns  ;  one  regimental  chaplain  ;  one  furgeon  ;  four  mates. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  give  the  neceffary 
order  for  the  inferior  arrangements  and  organization  of  the  faid  troops, 
and  make  the  apportionment  of  the  officers  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  fe¬ 
veral  dates,  not  herein  particularly  direded. 

Resolved ,  That  the  faid  troops  when  embodied,  on  their  march,  oil 
duty,  and  in  garrifon,  (hall  be  liable  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
formed  for  the  government  of  the  late  army  of  the  United  States,  or 
fuch  rules  and  regulations  as  Congrefs  or  a  committee  of  the  dates  may 
form. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,  take  order  for  furnifhing,  on  the  warrant  of  the  fecretary  in 
the  war-office,  the  fums  requifite  for  carrying  the  foregoing  resolu¬ 
tions  into  effed. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paine, 
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New -Ha  mpshi  re, 
J  Iassachusetis, 


Mr.  Gerry , 
Mr.  Dana , 


Mr.  Blanchard , 


Mr.  Foster , 


Rbode-Island , 


Mr.  Ellery , 
Mr.  Howell, 


Mr.  Partridge, 


Connecticut 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  //Uc/  sworth, 
Mr.  Be  Witt, 


New -York, 
New- Jersey, 


Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Stevens, 
Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick, 


no 

no 

no 


no  >  no 


Pennsylvania 


No  rth -Carolina 


Virginia 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Read, 

M r .  B eresford, 


Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  M‘ Henry, 
Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Fiercer , 

Mr.  Monroe, 

Mr.  Willi  amson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 


amson 


South-Carolina 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Spaight,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Beatty  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  re¬ 
port  of  a  committee,  on  a  report  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  dated 
the  5th  of  November,  1783,  in  anfwer  to  quedions  propofed  by  the 
com miffioner  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  date  of  Pennlylvania  with 
the  United  States;  and  alfo  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Smith, 
praying  for  a  fum  of  money  to  be  advanced  to  him  on  account. 

Resolved,  That  all  monies  or  articles  fupplied  by  the  United  States 
to  any  particular  date,  fiutll  be  charged  to  fuch  date  at  their  juft  va¬ 
lue  in  fpecie,  with  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the 
date  of  fuch  fupplies,  until  the  final  adjudment  and  payment  of  the 
account  ;  but  the  former  requifitions  of  Congrefs,  for  fupplies  from  the 
ftates,  not  being  conlidered  as  their  real  quotas  of  the  common  expenfe, 
are  not  to  be  charged. 

That  all  monies  or  continental  bills  of  credit  furnifhed  by  any  par¬ 
ticular  date  to  the  United  States,  to  be  re-iflued,  and  all  other  arti¬ 
cles  fupplied  to,  or  charges  made  againft  the  United  States  by  any 
particular  date,  and  allowed  in  the  adjudment  of  its  account,  (hall  be 
credited  to  fuch  date  at  the  fpecie  value,  with  an  intereft  of  fix  per 
cent,  per  annum,  from  the  date  of  fuch  fupplies,  until  the  final  lettle- 
ment  of  the  account. 

That  if  bills  of  credit  advanced  to  any  date  or  perfon  to  be  expend¬ 
ed  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  fhall  have  depreciated  before  the 
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fame  were  fo  applied,  the  receiver  (hall  not  be  charged  with  the  de¬ 
preciation,  if  fatisfa&ory  evidence  be  given  to  the  commiflioner  by  fuch 
receiver,  that  fuch  bills  had  not  been  applied  to  any  other  ufe,  and  were 
applied  to  the  purpofe  defigned,  as  foon  as  occalion  required  ;  otherwife 
fuch  receiver  will  be  chargeable  with  fuch  bills  at  their  value  when 
received,  or  at  fuch  lelfer  value  as  the  commiflioner,  on  confederation 
of  all  circumftances  attending  the  cafe,  fliall  judge  equitable. 

That  in  cafes  where  no  written  vouchers  are  or  can  be  produced, 
and  the  commiflioner  fhall  receive  fatisfadlory  evidence  that  fuch 
vouchers  have  been  deftroyed  or  loft,  or  that  from  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  they  have  never  been  obtained,  he  may  receive  fuch  other 
evidence  as  fhall  be  fatisfa&ory  to  him,  and  the  beft  that  the  circum¬ 
ftances  ol  the  cafe  will  admit ;  and  at  his  difcretion  may  examine  the 
claimant  or  claimants  under  oath,  re fpe cling  any  accounts  exhibited 
to  him  for  fettlement,  whether  accompanied  with  written  vouchers  or 
not,  when  the  other  evidence  is  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  him  as  to  the 
truth  or  juftice  of  the  charge  ;  and  in  cafe  he  fhall  doubt  the  truth  or 
juftice  of  any  charge,  or  the  authenticity  of  any  voucher,  it  fliall  be 
his  duty  to  enquire  into  the  matter  by  the  beft  evidence  that  can  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  to  allow  fuch  claims  only  as  fhall  be  fupported  by  fatisfac- 
tory  evidence. 

I  hat  the  Ipecie  value  of  fupplies  furnifhed,  or  fervices  rendered  by 
individuals,  on  unliquidated  accounts,  to  the  United  States,  before  the 
2  6th  of  Auguft,  1780,  fliall  be  afcertained,  fo  far  as  may  be,  by  the 
rule  prefcribed  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  that  date:  and  in  all 
cafes  wherein  that  rule  cannot  be  applied,  and  no  other  is  given  by 
Congrefs,  the  juft  value  in  Ipecie  mu  ft  be  afcertained  by  the  judgment 
of  the  commiflioner,  on  the  beft  evidence  that  can  be  had. 

That  the  accounts  for  fupplies  be  fettled  by  the  commiflioner  in  the 
ftate  where  the  fame  were  furnifhed,  except  that  in  cafes  where  the 
fame  perfon  may  have  an  account  for  fupplies  furnifhed  in  feveral  dates, 
the  fuperintendant  of  finance  may,  if  he  fhall  think  proper,  order  the 
whole  account  to  be  iettled  by  one  commiflioner,  or  by  the  comptroller. 

1  hat  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  commiflioner  to  attend  in  different 
counties  or  diflricis,  when,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  fave  expenfe,  and  ex¬ 
pedite  the  fettlement  of  accounts,  or  when  thereto  requefted  by  the 

legiflature  or  the  fupreme  executive  of  the  date  for  which  he  is  ap¬ 
pointed.  * 


That  the  feveral  commiflioners  be  inftru&ed  to  proceed  in  the  bufi- 
nels  of  fettling  accounts  with  all-poflible  difpatch. 

I  hat  the  commiflioners  make  reafonable  allowance  for  the  life  of 
{lores,  and  other  buildings,  hired  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  by 
perfons  having  authority  to  contract  for  the  fame  ;  but  that  rent  be 
not  allowed  for  buildings  which  being  abandoned  by  the  owners  were 
occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

1  hat  fuch  compenfation  as  the  commiflioner  may  think  reafonable, 
be  made  for  wood,  forage  or  other  property  of  individuals,  taken  bv 
order  of  any  proper  officer,  or  applied  to,  or  ufed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  upon  producing  to,  him  fatisfadlorv 
evidence  theieof,  by  the  teflimony  of  one  or  more  difinterefled  witnefl.es. 

ihat  according  to  the  laws  and  uiages  of  nations,  a  date  is  not 
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obliged  to  make  compenfation  for  damages  done  to  its  citizens  by 
an  enemy,  or  wantonly  and  unauthorized  by  its  own  troops  ;  yet  hu¬ 
manity  requires  that  fome  relief  fhould  be  granted  to  perfons  avIio,  by 
lucli  Ioffes,  are  reduced  to  indigence  and  want  :  and  as  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  fuch  fufferers  are  bell;  known  to  the  hates  to  which  they  belong, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  feveral 
Hates,  (at  their  own  expenfe)  to  grant  fuch  relief  to  their  citizens, 
who  have  been  injured  as  aforelaid,  as  they  may  think  requifite  :  and 
if  it  flial l  hereafter  appear  reafonable,  that  the  United  States  fhould 
make  any  allowance  to  any  particular  Hates  who  may  be  burthened 
much  beyond  others,  that  the  allowance  ought  to  be  determined  by 
Congrefs  ;  but  that  no  allowance  be  made  by  the  commifiioners  for 
fettling  accounts,  for  any  charges  of  that  kind  again!!  the  United 
States. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  be  authorized  to  give  fuch  fur¬ 
ther  inllruftions  to  the  commihioners  for  facilitating  the  fettlement 
of  the  accounts  of  individuals  with  the  United  States,  and  ilfuing  cer- 
tifeates  on  intereft  for  what  may  be  found  due  to  them,  as  may  be 
necelfary,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

That  new  certifcates  on  interefl  Ha  all  be  iffued  in  exchange  for 
thofe  that  may  have  heretofore  been  ilfuedby  any  commiiTary  or  quar- 
ter-mafier-general,  or  deputy  commiiTary  or  deputy  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral,  cr  other  officer  who  had  a  right  to  give  fuch  certificates  for 
fupplies  or  fervices  rendered  to  the  United  States,  previous  to,  or  in 
purfuance  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1780, 
to  the  amount  of  fuch  former  certificates  in  fpecie  ;  and  fpecie  certi¬ 
ficates  ilfued  to  any  perfon  in  his  own  name,  for  fervices  or  fupplies 
which  he  has  furnifiied  for  the  United  States,  {ball  be  received  of  him 
in  payment  of  any  demand  which  the  United  States  have  againfi  him, 
upon  the  fettlement  of  his  account. 

That  an  intereft  of  lix  per  cent,  per  annum  (hall  be  allowed  to  all 
creditors  of  the  United  States,  for  fupplies  furnifiied,  or  fervices  done, 
from  the  time  that  the  payment  became  due. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  give  order  for  the  fpeedy  lettie- 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  James  Smith,  by  the  proper  commifiioner, 
and  take  order  for  payment  of  what  may  be  found  due  to  him,  or  fuch 
part  thereof  as  the  fiate  of  the  finances  will  admit,  without  giving  him 
any  undue  preference  to  other  creditors. 

That  the  commifiioner  for  fettling  the  marine  accounts,  be  directed 
to  proceed  to  Bollon,  to  adjufi  thofe  of  the  navy-hoard,  and  all  other 
marine  accounts  of  the  United  States  in  the  eaftern  department. 

That  the  pay-mafier-general,  in  fettling  the  old  accounts  of  the 
line  of  the  army,  he  infiunfied  to  have  recourfe  to  the  principles  ol  the 
above  refolutions,  fo  far  as  they  may  apply. 

Four  o'clock  P .  M» 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifiing  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Hardy  and  Mr.  Hand,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  fiate  of  MafTachufetts,  with  its  enclofures,  and  a  motion  of 
the  delegates  of  MafTachufetts,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  reio- 
lution  : 
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Whereas  it  is  tfeprefented,  that  early  in  February,  1  77 6,  the  accounts 
of  the  ftate  of  Malfachufetts  againft  the  United  States,  were  forward¬ 
ed  to  Congrefs,  and  by  them  referred  to  a  committee,  who  examined 
and  approved  the  fame,  except  the  charges  for  the  Bofton  poor  and 
iea-coaft  guards  ;  and  whereas  the  committee  found  the  accounts  were 
fupported  by  proper  vouchers,  fo  far  as  they  relpected  the  expendituie 
of  the  money  in  making  purchafes  ;  and  that  the  final  fettlement  of 
the  accounts  were  only  deferred  till  fimilar  or  competent  proofs  fhould 
be  obtained  of  the  iffues  or  expenditures  of  the  articles  thus  purcha- 
fed  for  the  public  ufe  :  And  whereas  it  is  further  reprefented,  that 
the  vouchers  relpecting  the  purchafes,  were  put  up  in  boxes,  and  lodg¬ 
ed  in  the  care  of  the  officer  of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  during  the  removals  to  which  they  have  been  expofed,  the  boxes 
have  been  opened,  and  fome  of  the  papers  loft  ;  and  as  it  is  not  rea- 
fonable  that  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  fhould  fufFer  by  the  lofs  of  thofe 
vouchers,  which  it  has  once  produced  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiflioner  for  liquidating  and  fettling  the 
accounts  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  with  the  United  States  fie,  and 
he  is  hereby  inftrudled  to  pafs  the  accounts  which  have  been  rendered 
as  aforefaid,  fo  far  as  fuch  accounts  refpeft  the  purchafes,  though  they 
fhould,  in  fome  inftances,  be  defective  ;  and  that  in  examining  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  iffues,  he  admit  fuch  evidence  as  may  appear  reafonable  and 
fatisfa&ory,  refped  being  had  to  the  general  diforder  and  want  of  fyf- 
tem,  about  the  beginning  of  the  late  war. 

On  the  report  of  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  to  whom  w7as  referred 
the  memorial  of  lieutenant  Andrew  Lytle, 

Resolved ,  That  lieutenant  Andrew  Lytle,  be  allowed  to  debit  the 
United  States,  with  the  fum  of  75  1  dollars,  and  that  he  receive  credit 
for  the  fame,  in  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  commifiioners  to  form  a  board 
of  treafury,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  : 

Mr.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  having  been  previoufly  nominated 
by  Mr.  Williamfon  ; 

Mr.  Oliver  Ellfworth,  having  been  previoufly  nominated  by  Mr. 
Wadfworth  ;  and, 

Mr.  William  Denning,  having  been  previoufly  nominated  by  Mr. 
De  Witt. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Read, 
Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Williamfon  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  w7as  refer¬ 
red  a  petition  from  the  legiflature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  praying  that  a  federal  court  may  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  to 
decide  a  difpute  between  the  faid  commonwealth  and  the  ftate  of  New- 
York  ; 

Resolved ,  That  the  firft  Monday  in  December  next,  be  afligned  for 
the  appearance  of  the  faid  dates  of  Maffachufetts  and  New-York,  by 
their  lawful  agents,  at  the  place  in  which  Congrefs  (hall  then  be  fit¬ 
ting. 

Resolved ,  That  the  form  of  the  notice  be  as  follows,  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  by  the  fecretary,  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  confederatbin 
Vql,  IX.  F  2  ‘  • 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled ,  in  the  city  of  Annapolis , 

on  the  third  day  of  June ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  and  in  the 

eighth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  the  Legislative  authority  of  the  State  of  New-Tork  : 

IT  is  hereby  made  known,  that  purfuant  to  the  9th  of  the  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  the  legiflature  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  ot  Maffachuletts,  have  prefented  a  petition  to  Congrefs  in  the 
words  following  : 

“  I  o  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled,  the  petition  of  the 
legiflature  of  the  commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts  flieweth,  That 
whereas  James  the  firft,  late  king  of  Great-Britain,  by  his  letters  pa¬ 
tent,  bearing  date  at  Weitminfter,  the  3d  day  of  November,  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  unto  the  council  eftabliflied  at  Pli- 
mouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  council  for  planting,  ruling  and  ordering  and  go¬ 
verning  of.  New-England  in  America,  all  that  part  of  America,  ly¬ 
ing  and  being  in  breadth  from  40  to  48  degrees  of  northerly  latitude, 
and  of  length  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid,  throughout  the 
main  lands,  from  fea  to  lea,  to  hold  the  fame  to  themfelves,  their  fuc- 
cefTors  and  afligns  forever  :  And  whereas  the  Laid  council  eftablifli¬ 
ed  at  ^Phmouth,  by  their  deed,  indented  under  their  feal,  dated  the 
19th  day  of^  March,  in  the  3d  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft, 
late  king  of  Great-Britain,  did  bargain,  fell,  enfeoff,  alien  and  con¬ 
firm,  unto  fir  Henry  Rofwell  and  his  affociates,  and  to  their  heirs 
and  afligns,  all  that  part  of  New-England,  in  America,  which  lictli 
and  extendeth  between  a  great  river  called  Merrimac,  and  a  certain 
other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  the  bottom  of  a  bay  there 
called  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  alfo  all  thole  lands  lying  within  3  En- 
glifh  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthernmoft  part  of  the  faid  bay, 
and  extending  thence  northward,  in  latitude  to  the  northward  of  every 
part  of  the  faid  river  Merrimac,  and  in  breadth  of  latitude  aforefaid, 
extending  throughout  all  the  main  land,  in  longitude  weftwardly  to 
the  fouthern  ocean.  And  the  faid  legiflature  in  their  claim  herein  de¬ 
ferred,  do  aver,  that  the  point  or  place  fituate  3  miles  fouth  of  the  bay 
called  Maffachufetts-Bay,  is  a  point  or  place  fituate  in  42  degrees  of 
northern  latitude,  2  minutes  north  ;  and  that  the  place,  point  or  boun¬ 
dary  aforefaid,  of  3  miles  to  the  northward  of  every  part  of  the  river 
Merrimac,  is  a  place  or  point  fituate  in  44  degrees  northern  latitude, 
15  minutes  north  ;  and  that  by  the  grant  aforefaid,  the  faid  fir  Henry 
Rofwell  and  his  affociates,  became  feized  of  all  the  lands  before  de- 
fcribed  and  contained  in  the  grant  aforefaid,  of  the  faid  council  efta- 
blifhed  at  Plimouth  ;  and  that  the  fame  grant  was  confimed  to  the  faid 
Henry  Rofwell  and  his  affociates,  by  the  faid  king  Charles,  by  his  let¬ 
ters  patent,  dated  in  the  4th  year  of  his  reign  ;  and  that  the  faid  fir 
Henry  Rofwell  and  his  affociates,  were,  immediately  upon  making  the 
grant  aforefaid  by  the  faid  council,  in  the  a&ual  feizen  and  poffeflion 
of  all  the  lands  aforefaid,  and  for  many  years  held  the  fame,  under  the 
name  and  title  of  the  governor  and  company  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in 
New-England  :  And  that  fuch  proceedings  and  poffeffions  have  been 
done  and  had  refpedling  the  territory  aforefaid,  granted  to  the  faid  ftr 
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Henry  Rofwell  and  his  aflociates,  and  fuch  fubfequent  grants  have 
been  made  of  the  fame,  that  all  the  faid  territory  is  now  the  juft  and 
proper  right  of  the  commonwealth  aforefaid.  And  all  this  the  faid 
legislature  are  ready  to  verify. 

And  whereas  the  ftate  of  New-York  have  fet  up  a  claim  to  fome 
part  of  the  land  before-mentioned,  and  it  being  highly  neceffary  to 
have  the  fame  claims  brought  to  an  immediate  decifion,  they  do  there¬ 
fore  in  behalf  of  the  faid  commonwealth,  moft  folemnly  requeft  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  affembled,  that  commiflioners 
may  be  appointed  for  enquiring  into  and  determining  upon  the  claim 
aforefaid  of  the  faid  legillature,  and  that  fuch  other  proceedings  re- 
fpedting  the  premifes  may  be  had,  as  are  by  the  federal  government 
of  the  faid  United  States  in  fuch  cafes  made  and  provided.” 

And  that  the  firft  Monday  in  December  next,  is  afligned  for  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  faid  ftates  of  Maftachufetts  and  New-York,  by  their 
lawful  agents,  at  the  place  in  which  Congrefs  fliall  then  fit,  to  proceed 
in  the  premifes  as  by  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  is  directed. 

By  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thomson,  Secy. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  journal  of  this  day’s  proceedings  be  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beresford,  to 
poftpone  the  reading  of  the  journal,  in  order  to  take  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  depart¬ 
ment  :  And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.,  Read, 


New -Hampshire, 

Mr.  Foster , 

no 

^  divided • 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no 

] 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Partridge, 

710 

no 

>no 

Rhode-Island , 

Mr.  Howell, 

no 

r*  * 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no 

>  no 

New-York , 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

no 

^  no 

Mr.  Paine , 

no  1 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

no  , 

^  no 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Mifflin, 

710  [ 

Pennsylvania , 

ay] 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay\ 

Maryland , 

Mr.  McHenry, 

ay" 

j 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay 

710  _ 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay' 

} 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Pee, 

no 

ay_ 

North-Car  olina, 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay  < 

[  aJ 

Mr.  Spaight , 

ay  [ 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay  \ 

j  ay 

Mr.  Beresford , 

ay\ 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 


. 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Spaight,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read 
in  order  to  take  up  the  following :  * 

“  That  the  ad  of  Congrefs  of  the  26th  April,  authorizing  the  pre- 
fident  to  adjourn  Congrefs  on  this  day,  be  repealed  ;  and  that  this 
Congrefs  will  continue  to  fit  till  the  bu fine fs  before  them  be  afted  on.” 

And  on  the  cjuefnon  to  pollpone  tor  the  purpofe  above-mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Spaight, 


New-  Ham psbire , 

Mr.  Foster , 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no  } 

no  5 

-  no 

Massachusetts , 

Mr.  Gerry, 

no^i 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Partridge, 

no 
no  J 

^  no 

Mr.  Ellery, 

no  } 

Mr.  Howell, 

no  ) 

y  no 

Connecticut , 

Mr.  Sherman , 

no  3 

Mr.  Wadsworth, 

no  5 

-  no 

New -  York, 

Mr.  De  Witt, 

Mr.  Paine, 

no  } 

no  ) 

'  no 

New- Jersey, 

Mr.  Stevens, 

no  } 

Mr.  Dick , 

no  S 

-  no 

Pennsylvania , 

Mr.  Mifflin,  excuse 
Mr.  Hand, 

’ d  from  vc 
no 

Maryland , 

Mr.  M^ Henry, 

no^. 

Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay 

no 

no 

Virginia , 

Mr.  Hardy, 

_ J 

no "j 

1 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fee, 

no 

ay] 

^  no 

North-Carolina , 

Mr.  Williamson, 

ay  \ 

Mr.  Spaight, 

av  5 

;  <*y 

South -Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay} 

Mr.  Beresford, 

ay\ 

;  aJ 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

The  journal  up  to  this  period  was  then  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Beresford,  in  the 
words  following  : 

Whereas  it  is  necelTary  to  expedite  the  holding  treaties  with  the 
Indian  nations,  See.  as  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  18th  May  la  ft. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  M’Henry,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Mercer,  by  inferting,  “  of  the  militia  dire&ed  to  be  raifed  by  the  adl 
of  this  day,”  immediately  after  the  words,  “  300  men  :”  And  on  the 
queftion  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Lee, 


New-Hampshi  re, 

Mr. 

Foster , 

ay 

Mr. 

Blanchard , 

ay 

Massachusetts, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

ay 

Mr. 

Dana, 

no 

Mr. 

Partridge , 

ay 

Rbode-Island , 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

ay 

.  N 

Mr. 

Howell, 

no 

} 

J 


ay 


divided . 


-w 
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Connecticut , 
New-Cork , 

New- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia , 


North-Car  olina, 

South -Carolina, 

So  it  was  refolved  in 

The  motion  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  is  necelTary  to  expedite  the  holding  treaties  with  the 
Indian  nations,  which  it  appears  cannot  be  done  but  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  an  armed  force  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  be,  and  he  is  here¬ 
by  directed  to  order  300  men,  of  the  militia  directed  to  be  raifed  by 
the  adt  of  this  day,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  when  and  to  what 
place  or  places  the  commiffioners  for  negociating  with  the  Indians,  or 
any  two  of  them  fhall  diredl  :  and  that  the  commanding-officer  of  the 
faid  troops,  give  fuch  protection  to  the  commiffioners,  as  they,  or  any 
two  of  them,  (ball  require  ;  and  that  the  faid  fecretary  give  order  to 
the  different  keepers  of  the  public  (lores,  to  furnilh  to  the  order  of  the 
commiffioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  fuch  tents,  marquees  and  other 
articles  as  the  faid  commiffioners  fhall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  take  order  for  pur- 
chafing  and  tranfmitting  the  articles  neceffary  for  the  Indian  treaties, 
according  to  a  lift  hereunto  annexed,  to  fuch  places  as  the  commiffion¬ 
ers  appointed  to  negociate  with  the  Indians,  or  any  two  of  them  fhall 
diredt.  That  he  furnifh  fuch  additional  articles,  not  exceeding  the 
fum  of  4000  dollars,  as  the  faid  commiffioners  (hall  order  ;  and  that 
he  contradl  with  fuch  perfons  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  furnifli 
60,000  rations  for  the  Indian  treaties,  at  fuch  places  as  the  commif¬ 
fioners  or  any  two  of  them  fhall  diredl,  together  with  fuch  things  as 
fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  expenfes  of  the  faid  commiffioners  during 
the  negociation. 

Resolved ,  That  the  commiffioners  for  negociating  with  the  Indians, 
or  any  two  of  them,  being  a  majority  of  thofe  prefent,  be  empowered 
to  do  the  buftnefs  of  the  commiffion,  and  to  appoint  a  fecretary,  mef- 
fengers,  interpreters,  ftore-keepers,  and  fuch  artificers  as  they  may 


JUNE  1784, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  De  Witt, 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Mifflin , 

Mr.  Hand, 

Mr.  McHenry, 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 
Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Monroe , 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Beresford, 


the  affirmative. 
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find  neceflary,  and  to  agree  with  them  for  their  pay,  for  which  they 
fhall  draw  warrants  on  the  treafury.  J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  bv 

Kt  solved,  l  hat  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  his  excellency 
Thomas  Mifflin,  for  his  able  and  faithful  difcharge  of  the  duties  ofpre- 
iident,  whilft  adding  in  that  important  Ration. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Hand, 

That  the  committee  of  the  Rates  appointed  by  Congrefs,  to  fit  du- 
lin&  tlien  lecels,  lie,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  hold  their  fefRoii 
at  lienton,  in  the  Rate  ot  New-Jerfey,  and  to  open  the  fame  on  the 
20th  day  of  June  inRant,  and  the  feveral  Rates  are  requeRed  to  keep 
up  their  representation  therein. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  MY.  Beresford,  to 
poRpone  the  confideration  of  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“  That  notwithftanding  the  add  of  the  26th  April  IaR,  Congrefs  will 
continue  to  fit  and  tranfadd  the  bufmefs  of  the  United  States,  until 
Tuefday  the  8th  of  June  inRant,  on  which  the  prefident  fhall  adjourn 
Congrefs,  to  meet  at  1  renton  on  the  30th  day  of  Oddober  next,  pur- 
fuantto  the  faid  a i\  of  the  20th  of  April  above-mentioned 

And  on  the  cjueRion  to  poRpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned* 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Read, 


Rbode-Island \ 


Mr.  Dana , 

Mr.  Partridge , 
Mr.  Ellery , 

Mr.  Howell , 
Mr.  Sherman , 
Mr.  Wadsworth 
Mr.  De  Witt , 
Mr.  Paine , 

Mr.  Stevens , 
Mr.  Beatty , 

Mr.  Dick , 

Mr.  Mifflin , 
Mr.  Hand , 

Mr.  M6 Henry , 
Mr.  Stone , 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Hardy , 

Mr.  Mercer , 

Mr.  Lee , 

Mr.  Monroe , 

Mr.  Williamson , 
Mr.  Spaight , 

Mr.  Read , 

Mr.  Beresford , 


Connecticut 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


New -York , 


no 

no 


no 


New-Jersey , 


Pennsylvania 
Maryland , 


Virginia , 


South-Carolina 


North-Carolina 


ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative 
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After  debate,  a  divifton  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Mercer,  fo  that  a 
queftion  be  taken  on  the  firft  part,  as  far  as  the  words,  u  8th  of  June 
inftant and  the  fecond  queftion  on  the  latter  part. 

Upon  this  the  motion  was  withdrawn,  to  make  way  for  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Gerry,  to  this  effeCt,  that  on  Tuefday  next,  Congrefs  fhoulcl 
ftand  adjourned  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  30th  of  October. 

An  adjournment  was  then  called  for,  which  being  carried, 

The  prefident  by  virtue  of  the  powers,  and  in  purfuance  of  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  act  of  the  26th  April,  adjourned  Congrefs  to  meet  at 
Trenton  on  the  30th  day  of  October  next. 
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Board  of  treafury,  ordinance  conftituting, 
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money  advanced  to, 

Caruerjy  late  capt.  a  fugitive  from  juftice,  to  be  delivered  to  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Pennlylvania. 

/  * 

papers  refpeding,  to  be  Sent  to  executive  of  Pennsylvania, 
Car  lei  on  Joseph ,  continued  lecretary  in  the  war-office, 

to  be  credited  320  dollars  loft, 
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Cazeau  Brands ,  mode  of  fettling  his  accounts  and  claims, 
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Ceffion  of  claims  of  weftern  territory  debated, 
fubjed  again  prefented  to  dates, 
conliderecl  as  an  important  refource, 

Chairman  of  Congrefs,  bon.  D.  Carroll  ele&ed, 

hon.  T.  Jefferfon, 
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Dana  hon.  Francis ,  arrived  at  Bofton,  to  attend  Congrefs  when 
his  health  and  the  weather  will  permit.  -  ibid. 

Danish  minifter’s  letter  refpeding  {hip  Providentia  fent  to  Maf¬ 
fachufetts,  -  gQ 

Delaware  delegation  of,  a  report  on,  -  -  55 

requefted  to  fend  on  delegates,  -  143 

Delegates  to  be  appointed  to  meet  firft  Monday  in  November,  64 
inconvenience  of  there  being  lefs  than  three  from  each 


ftate,  -  .  -  97 

Denny  Mr.  William ,  commiffioner  of  board  of  treafury,  221 

Depreciation  to  be  fettled  for,  with  S.  Sanford,  -  41 

Rev.  I.  Evans  and  N.  Schuyler,  1 3  6 
Perrit  and  Hull,  -  143 

of  marine  officers,  by  act  of  1  1th  July,  1780,  and 
12th  June,  1781,  -  -  (39 

Dragoons,  Baylor’s  mode  of  fettling  their  accounts,  66 

Elbert  col.  S.  promoted  to  rank  of  brigadier  by  brevet,  -  6 

Ellsworth  Mr.  0.  commiffioner  of  board  of  treafury,  -  221 

Facilities,  in  payment  of  requifttion  of  1 784,  -  -  128 

Federal  year  to  commence  1ft  Monday  in  November,  64 

Foreign  affairs  office,  papers  in,  debates  on,  -  42,  43,  44 

members  to  have  accefs  to,  51 

under  fecretary  to  be  eleded  to 
take  care  of,  -  -  35 

cledion  poftponed,  36,  37,  40 

eleded,  -  -  51 

fecretary  for,  to  be  eleded,  41 

eledion  poftponed,  -  42,  5 1 

eleded,  -  146 

Foreign  officers, money  paid  to  relieve  their  embarraffments  and  en¬ 
able  them  to  return  to  their  native  country,  30,  40 
intereft  to  be  paid  them  annually  in  France,  35 

Francis  Mr.  T.  to  be  credited  406-|£  dollars,  -  -  98 

a  realonable  allowance  for  bringing  money  from 
Bofton,  to  be  reported)  -  -  ibid. 

Franks  major,  to  carry  duplicate  of  ratification  of  treaty,  26 

Free  ports,  minifters  in  France  to  take  meafures  for  obtaining,  60 
eftablifhedin  France, information  of, given  to  theftates,  93 
explanation  of,  -  -  130,  13  J 

Frothingham  R.  memorial  of  anfwered,  -  -31 
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86 

165 

41 

109 


Gamble  James ,  his  memorial  refpeding  money  loft,  rejeaed, 
Gassoway  capt.  John ,  paid  for  carrying  dilpatcbes, 

Gordon  Rev.  Dr.  admitted  to  examine  certain  papers  on  ale, 
Goselin  capt.  100  dollars  advanced  to,. 

Government  temporay,  for  weftern  territory,  -  “ 

Greene  Mr.  Nathaniel ,  commiflioner  for  negotiating  with  In¬ 
dians,  5  1,  refigns,  - 
major-general  N.  to  be  credited  fundry  fums, 

Half-pay,  not  to  be  granted  to  any  clals  of  officers  to  whom  it  has 
not  been  exprefsly  granted,  4,  officers  entitled  to, 

or  to  one  year’s  pay, 
objeaions  to  by  Conneaicut  debated, 

Harmar  col.  J .  lent  to  Europe  with  ratification  of  definitive  ti eaty , 
Hazen  brigadier-general,  allowance  to,  debated, 

Heinekin  L  C.  II.  memorial  of,  refpeding  ffiip  Minerva,  referred 
to  court  of  appeals, 

Heintz  chev.  Jean  de,  anfwer  to  his  propofal,  .  - 

Higginson  Mr.  Stephen ,  commiflioner  for  negotiating  with  In¬ 
dians,  5  1 ,  refigns,  -  “  “ 

Hodgdon  Mr.  Samuel,  continued  commifiary  ol  mihtaiy-ftores,  and 
empowered  to  continue  neceffary  affiftants, 

Houdon  capt.  petition  of,  to  be  promoted,  inexpedient  to  grant, 
Humphreys  Mr.  David,  lecretary  to  .the  commiffion  for  negocia- 

ting  commercial  treaties, 
provifion  to  be  made  lor  his  palfage, 

Jay  J,  Efq;  elected  fecretary  for  foreign  affairs, 

Jefferson  hon.  Thomas,  eleded  chairman,  -  .  5  5, 

minifter  plenipotentiary  in  addition  to 
Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Franklin,  to  ne- 
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gociate  commercial  treaties, 
provifion  to  be  made  for  his  paffage  to 
Europe, 

Jenifer  Mr.  Daniel ,  of  St.  Thomas ,  commiflioner  of  board  of 
treafury,  - 

Impoft,  ad  of  New-Hampfhire,  granting,  read, 
of  Pennfvlvania,  - 

j  y 

Indians ,  petition  of  G.  Morgan  refpeding, 

Indian  affairs  confidered,  52,  commiffioners  eleded,  debates  on, 
meffengers  to  be  fent  home  with  affurance  ol  protedion, 
and  the  peaceable  difpofition  of  the  United  States, 
Intereft  to  be  paid  on  certificates  iffued  between  1ft  September, 
1777,  and  1ft  March,  1778,  without  depreciation, 
to  be  paid  in  France  to  foreign  officers, 
fix  per  cent,  allowed  to  all  creditors  ol  United  States, 
Iffuing  commiffaries,  order  for  fettling  the  accounts  ol, 

Jollibois  lieutenant,  pay  allowed  to, 

Jones  Rev.  Daniel ,  chaplain  of  Congrefs, 

150  dollars  advanced  to, 

Journals,  two  fets  of  to  be  prefented  to  library  of  Philadelphia, 
Kalb  baron  de,  a  letter  refpeding,  and  report  thereon  referred  to 
fuperintendant,  - 
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Knighthood  offered,  anfwer  rcfpe&ing,  ,AGE; 

Aaox  general  his  propel  to  Tend  an  officer  to  Canada,  approved,  160 
Land  and  buildings  in  New-Hamplhire,  a  return  of,  -  152 

jV,  Mr*  Arth.ur ’  commiffioner  for  negotiating  with  Indians,  1  1  3 
Ltebeit  captain,  100  dollars  advanced  to,  -  _  ^  , 

Lincoln  Mr.  /Lvj/(jmi'«,commiliioner  for  negotiating  with  Indians,  1  13 
irhj  or.  general  B.  to  be  credited  5,424,109  dollars,  and 
bids  hereafter  prelented,  which  are  to  be  charged  to 
relpeduve  departments, 

JLci'.g.  /jumps,  a  reward  offered  tor  apprehending, 
is  arretted,  - 

Lusannab >  a  report  on,  cafe  of, 

a  motion  refpe&ing  debated, 

Lytle  Andrew,  memorial  of,  referred  to  fuperintendant, 

credited  75  1  dollars, 

IMail  robbery  of,  at  Princeton,  a  report  on,  -  _  i  h 

papers  refpeaing  fent  to  governor  of  New- Jerfey  for  enquiry,  1  5 
^  a  reward  tor  difeovery,  -  .  ' 

jVTaime  accounts,  rule  lor  fettling, 

Massachusetts  governor  of,  to  enquire  refpeaing  encroachments 

on  eaftern  territories, 

accounts  of,  rule  for  fettling,  vouchers  being  loft, 

22  1,  petition  ol,  tor  a  federal  court  for  deci¬ 
ding  a  controverfy  with  New- York, 

/Merit g cs  lieutenant-colonel,  debates  on  allowance  to, 

100  dollars  per  month  granted, 

Mercer  Hugh,  fon  of  general,  333j  dollars  allowed,  for  a  year’s 
board  and  education  of,  _  _ 

Mifflin  hon.  Thomas ,  preiident, 

Military -Itores  at  Providence  and  He  ad -of- Elk,  not  to  be  re¬ 
moved  at  prefent,  - 

regular  returns  of,  to  be  made  to  the  war-office,  - 
Militia,  700  called  into  fervice  for  one  year, 

Minerva  papers  relating  to,  referred  tocourt  of  appeals  to  report, 

Min  liter  ol  France,  anfwer  to  his  letter  taking  leave, 

Minifters  of  the  United  States,  in  Europe,  letters  from,  under 
injunction  of  fecrecy,  inftrudions  to  minifter  at  Madrid, 

Money  drawn  by  commanding-officers  and  pay-matters  of  regi¬ 
ments,  and  not  paid  to  officers  and  foldiers,  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  6,  and  how,  -  . / 

lupplied  by,  or  furnifhed  to  Hates,  to  be  eftimated  at  fpecie 
value,  -  _ 

Montgomery  Robert,  enquiry  to  be  made  why  he  has  written  to 
the  enipei or  of  Morocco  m  the  name  of  the  United  States,  60 
Monument  of  gen.  Montgomery,  to  be  tranfported  to  New- York,  199 
Jlforgan,  his  petition  refpeaing  Indiana,  debates  thereon,  46 

Mo(l  Cbrittian  majefty,  a  letter  to,  hi,s  portrait  received,  -  96 

Moylan  colonel  promoted  to  rank  of  brigadier  by  brevet,  6 

Mur  nan  colonel,  his  refignation  accepted,  and  conduct  approved,  35 
Naval-cfficers,  rule  for  fettling  their  accounts,  -  66 

fitting  on  courts-martial,  refolution  refpeding  al¬ 
lowance  to,  -  .  94 
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Ne w - TIa m pshire  a <d  of,  granting  impod,  -  44 

to  fettle  with  liev.  I.  Evans,  for  depreciation,  136 
a  return  of  lands  and  buildings  in,  -  152 

New- Jersey  a<d  of,  acceding  to  alteration  of  8th  article  of  the 

confederation,  -  -  81 

adl  of,  granting  impod,  agreeing  to  requifition  of 
April,  1783,  -  82 

Neva-  York,  anfwer  to  governor’s  letter  refpedling  frontier  polls,  40 
to  fettle  with  N.  Schuyler  for  depreciation,  136 

bells  of  the  city  of,  to  be  returned,  -  ibid* 

indru&ions  of,  and  motion  of  delegates,  relative  to 
frontier  polls,  -  150 

North  major  William ,  confirmed  infpeefor  of  troops,  -  93 

Officers  of  Pennfylvania  line,  allowance  to,  for  expenfes  in  return¬ 
ing  from  Gharleflon,  -  -  96 

Olivier  captain,  100  dollars  advanced  to,  -  41 

Order,  a  queflion  of,  decided  by  prefident,  and  an  appeal  to  the 

hotife,  -  -  140 

on  entering  on  journal  a  proportion  out  of,  -  ibid* 

on  power  of  leven  dates  to  reduce  salaries,  -  143 

Ordinance  for  putting  department  of  finance  into  commiffion,  182 
Osgood  hon.  Samuel ,  a  report  on  his  delegation,  -  64 

Ox-teams,  contractors  for,  in  Maffachufetts,  to  be  paid,  201 

Partridge  Calvin ,  anfwer  to  memorial  of,  -  34 

Pascbke  captain,  inexpedient  to  grant  him  promotion,  -  29 

Patton  Robert,  extra  allowance  to,  -  9  6 

Pay,  fee  half-pay. 

Pay-mader-general,  to  charge  commanding-officers  and  regimental 
pay-maders,  with  money  received  and  not  paid  to 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  corps,  -  6 

to  depodt  certificates  for  arrears  in  the  hands  of  regi¬ 
mental  agents,  -  -  ibid. 

to  be  furnifhed  with  accounts  of  articles  delivered  to 
officers,  -  7 

to  fettle  accounts  of  capt.  Pendleton  and  artificers,  ibid. 
anfwer  to  his  letter  touching  claims  of  certain  officers 
for  half-pay,  -  .  37 

allowance  to,  for  fervices,  -  95 

rules  for  his  government  in  fettling  accounts  of  the  army, 220 
Pierce  John ,  pay-mader-general,  allowance  to  for  fervices,  *  95 

Pendleton ,  his  accounts  to  be  fettled  by  pay-mader-general,  .  7 

Pennsylvania  aids  of,  complying  with  recommendation  of  30th 
April,  1783,  -  -  35 

Perrit  Peter ,  mode  of  fettling  his  accounts,  -  I43 

Pinckney  col.  Charles  C.  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  by 
brevet,  -  _  . 

Pods  frontier,  arrangement  for  garrifoning  cannot  yet  be  confi- 
dered,  -  .  *  . 

correfpondence  to  be  opened  for  afeertaining  the  time  of 
delivery  of,  - 

motion  of  New-York  relative  to,  151,  officer  to  be  fent  to 
Canada,  ~ 
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Port  -mailer-general  to  furnifli  extra  polls  when  required  by  pre- 

fident,  -  - 

to  pay  expenfe  of  enquiry  touching  the  rob¬ 
bery  of  the  mail, 

to  refund  to  late  commander  in  chief  monies 
received  of  him  for  poflage, 

Poft-mafler  at  Princeton,' conduft  of,  to  be  enquired  into  refpeft- 

ing  the  robbery  of  the  mail, 
exculpated,  -  - 

Prefident,  hon.  T.  Mifflin  ele&ed, 
thanks  to  late, 

Proclamation  for  obfervance  of  definitive  treaty, 
Quarter-mailer-general,  to  make  returns  of  (lores  to  war-office, 
Recommendation  to  the  hates  purfuant  to  the  definitive  treaty  of 

peace,  - 

to  veil  Congrefs  for  15  years  with  powers  to  re¬ 
gulate  commerce, 

Reinsert  Henry ,  eleded  under  fecretary  in  office  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  his  duties,  -* 

Reports,  entered  on  journals  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  requifition 
for  1784, 

for  putting  departments  of  finance  into  commiffion, 
for  locating  and  difpofing  of  lands  in  the  weftern  country,  173 
for  reviling  the  inhitution  of  the  treafury  department,  179 
on  loan-offices,  - 

on  number  of  troops  to  be  kept  up  by  hate  of  N.  York, 
on  application  of  New-York  for  a  return  of  arms  lent, 
on  hoop  Cheller,  201,  for  railing  700  men, 
on  the  controverfy  between  New-York  and  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  New-Hampfhire  Grants, 
on  the  war  department,  - 

Reprefentation,  hates  urged  to  keep  up,  -  ..  38,  143 

by  lefs  than  three,  inconveniencies  of,  97 

Requifition  for  17  84,  a  report  of  grand  committee  on,  7o 

debated,  -  78,  82,  106,  118 

patted,  ^  -  121,  130 

Refignation  of  commander  in  chief, 
of  colonel  Murnan, 
of  baron  Steuben, 

Returns  of  military-hores  and  troops  to  be  made  to  the  war-office, 
lands  and  buildings  in  New-Hampfhire, 

Rhode-lsland ,  to  fettle  with  enhgn  S.  Sanford  for  depreciation, 

a  motion  of  delegates  of,  for  recefs  of  Congrefs,  and 
to  adjourn  to, 
a  report  on  delegation  of, 

Russel  col.  William ,  promoted  to  rank  of  brigadier  by  brevet, 

Salary,  of  miniher  at  foreign  court,  8000  dollars  per  annum, 
re-confidered  and  fixed  at  9000  dollars  per  annum, 
of  a  fecretary  to  a  commiffion  or  embafiy  to  a  foreign  court, 
of  commiffioners  of  board  of  treafury  and  clerks, 
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of  deputy  pay-maher. 
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Sanford  enfign  Samuel ,  Rhode- Ifland  to  fettle  with  for  depre¬ 
ciation,  -  -  - 

Scbujler  Mr.  P.  to  haften  return  of  Indian  mefiengers,  and  allure 

them  of  the  prote&ion  and  peaceable  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  United  States, 
elecled  commiffioner  for  negociating  with  Indian; 
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Sea-letters,  tiie  (hip  United  States,  J.  Moore,  fupercargo, 
to  Emprefs  of  China,  John  Green,  mailer. 

Secretary  of  Congrefs,  to  deliver  two  copies  ot  journal  to 
library  of  Philadelphia, 
for  foreign  affairs  elecled,  -  -  -  147 

to  the  commillion  for  negociating  commercial  treaties,  ibid* 
in  the  war-office,  J.  Carleton  continued,  -  8 

not  to  remove  flores  at  Providence  or  Head-of-Elk, 
without  order  of  Congrefs,  -  #  -  ibid* 

to  deliver  commiffions,  ilfue  warrants  tor  retained  ra¬ 
tions,  and  make  monthly  eltimates,  -  -  32 

Slavery,  period  for  abolition  of,  debated,  -  -  98 

Smith  James ,  his  account  to  be  fpeedily  fettled,  -  -  220 

Soutb-Carolina)  minilfer  at  Madrid  to  make  application  in  behalf 

of,  for  compenfation  for  fervice  of  South-Caro- 
lina  frigate,  - 

to  enquire  into  fadls  Hated  touching  the  lloop 
Chefter,  - 

States  to  eledf  delegates  to  meet  firfl  Monday  in  November,  and 
in  cafe  of  removal  or  refignation,  to  appoint  only  for 
remainder  of  the  year, 

to  be  credited  for  fums  paid  to  their  refpedlive  lines, 

Steuben  baron,  a  report  reflecting,  debated, 

his  refignation  accepted,  and  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  9  L 
a  grant  of  money  to,  debated,  91,  agreed  to,  92 
Stoddart  Luther ,  to  be  profecuted  for  converting  military-flores 
to  his  own  ufe,  -  - 

Sudler  Thomas ,  petition  for  renewal  of  certificates  loll,  rejected, 
Sullivan  major-general,  to  be  paid  1500  dollars, 

Superintendant  of  finance  to  compel  ilfuing  commilfaries  to  fur- 

nilh  pay-malter-general,  with  accounts  of  arti¬ 
cles  delivered  to  officers, 

to  furnifh  accounts  of  notes  ilfued  by  him  and 
the  treafurer,  - 

to  report  a  furvey  of  frigate  Alliance,  and  ex- 
penfe  of  refitting, 
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to  take  order  for  payment  of  1500  dollars  to  ge¬ 
neral  Sullivan,  - 

to  defray  necelfary  expenfes  of  colonel  Harmar, 
and  major  Franks, 

to  advance  money  to  foreign  officers, 
to  take  meafures  for- remitting  annually  interefl 
due  to  foreign  officers, 

to  advance  100  dollars  each  to  captains  Gofelin, 
Olivier  and  Liebert, 
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Superintendant  of  finance  to  caufe  goods  to  be  purchafed  for  In¬ 
dian  treaty,  63,  and  furnifli  money  to  com- 
miffioners, 

his  conduct  approved  in  iiTuing  notes  for  paying 
foreign  officers,  - 

to  advance  10,000  dollars  to  baron  Steuben, 

to  pay  33 3 ^  dollars  for  board,  education  of  Hugh, 
foil  of  general  Mercer, 

to  profecute  L.  Stoddart  for  converting  military- 
flores  to  bis  own  ufe, 

to  i  ende i  account  of  contingencies  and  expendi¬ 
tures, 

to  pay  contractors  for  ox- teams  in  Maflachufetts,  201 

to  furnilh  money  on  warrants  of  fecretary  in  the 
war-office  for  embodying  militia, 

Ternant  lieutenant-colonel,  promoted  to  rank  of  colonel, 

Territories  eaftern,  encroachments  on,  to  be  enquired  into, 

Thacker  lieut.  petition  of,  for  promotion,  inexpedient  to  grant, 
Treaty  definitive,  with  Great-Britain  received, 

ratified, 

ratification  of,  fent  to  Europe  under  care  of 
colonel  Harmar, 
of  major  Franks, 
proclamation  for  obfervance  of, 
recommendation  purfuant  to, 

Treaties  of  commerce,  motion  for  adding  two  commiffioners  to 

negociate,  -  -  137 

one  elected,  -  _  145 

Troops,  motion  for  enlifting,  -  165,  170 

motion  of  Mr.  Monroe  refpeCting, 
refumed,  loft, 

to  difeharge  thofe  in  fervice, 

700  militia  called  for  to  l'erve  12  months, 

Virginia ,  refolution  of  13th  September,  to  be  tranfmitted  to, 
deed  of  ceffion  of,  47,  debates  thereon, 

Congrefs  are  ready  to  accept,  5  1,  executed  and  to  be 
recorded,  - 

to  furnilh  commiffioner  for  army  accounts  with  the 
fettlements  made  with  the  line  of  that  hate, 

Washington  general,  fee  commander  in  chief. 

Ward  Joseph ,  memorial  of,  anfwered, 

Washington  frigate,  agent  of  marine  to  fell  for  certificates, 

Weftern  territory,  a  temporary  government  for,  debated,  98,  102,  107 

agreed  to,  -  -  109 

ceffion  of  claims  to,  debated,  -  -  130 

ordinance  for  difpofing  of  lands  in,  read  the 
fecond  time,  -  -  145 

Whitmore  Hczekiab ,  to  be  credited  for  money  loh,  -  200 

Wolcott  Mr.  Oliver ,  commiffioner  for  negociating  with  Indians,  51 
Wyoming ,  federal  court  to  be  inflituted  to  determine  private  right 
of  foil  of  inhabitants  at,  -  111 
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JOURNAL 


OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  STATES: 

I 

Containing  the  Proceedings  from  the  first  Friday  in  June ,  1734,  to 

the  second  Friday  in  August ,  1784. 


F rib  at ,  June  4,  1784. 

f*T^HE  committee  of  the  dates  aflembled  :  Prefent,  Mr.  Blanchard, 

I  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Spaight  and  Mr.  Read. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chairman,  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken,  the  hon.  Mr.  Hardy  was  ele&ed. 

The  adl  of  Congrefs,  defignating  the  powers  of  the  committee,  and 
making  the  appointment,  was  read  as  follows  : 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled ,  May  29,  1784. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  the  dates,  which  fhall  be  appointed 
purfuant  to  the  9th  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  uni¬ 
on,  to  fit  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs,  for  tranfadVing  the  bulinefs  of  the 
United  States,  fhall  poflefs  all  the  powers  which  may  be  exercifed  by 
feven  dates  in  Congrefs  affembled,  except  thofe  of  fending  ambaffa- 
dors,  miniders,  envoys,  reddents,  confuls  or  agents,  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  or  courts  ;  edablidiing  rules  for  deciding  what  captures  on  land 
or  water  diall  be  legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or 
naval  forces,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  divided  or 
appropriated  ;  edablidiing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally 
appeals  in  cafes  of  capture  ;  condituting  courts  for  deciding  difputes 
and  differences  arifing  between  two  or  more  dates  ;  fixing  the  dandard 
of  weights  and  meafures  for  the  United  States  ;  changing  the  rate  of 
podage  on  the  papers  paffing  through  the  pod-offices  edablidied  by 
Congrefs  ;  of  repealing  or  contravening  any  ordinance  or  act  paded 
by  Congrefs  ;  or  appointing  civil  or  military  officers,  unlefs  to  fupply 
the  places  of  fuch  within  the  United  States  as  the  committee  may 
fufpend  for  mal-condu£t,  or  to  fill  up  vacancies  which  may  hereafter 
happen,  by  death,  refignation,  or  otherways,  within  the  faid  dates ; 
provided  fuch  appointments  fhall  not  continue  more  than  one  month 
after  the  affembiing  of  Congrefs  in  November  next,  unlefs  confirmed 
by  them. 

1  hat  no  quedion,  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  fhall  be 
determined  without  the  concurrence  of  nine  dates. 

That  a  chairman,  to  be  chofen  by  the  committee,  fhall  prefide. 

1  hat  the  officers  of  Congrefs,  when  required,  fhall  attend  on  the  faid 
committee. 

That  the  committee  fhall  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceedings  to  be 
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laid  before  Congrefs  ;  and  that  in  thefe  journals,  which  fhall  be  pub- 
lillied  monthly,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  executives  of  the  feveral  Hates, 
fhall  be  entered  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  when  any  one  of 
them  fhall  have  defired  it  before  the  queHion  be  put. 

That  if  it  fhall  happen  that  any  of  thefe  United  States  dial!  not  be 
reprefented  in  Congrefs,  at  the  time  of  electing  the  committee  of  the 
Hates,  or  if  no  delegate  (hall  be  eleded  by  Congrefs  for  any  particular 
Hate,  fuch  Hate  or  Hates  may  be  reprefented  therein  by  any  one  of  the 
delegates  of  fuch  Hate  or  Hates,  and  the  members  of  the  delegation  of 
any  Hate  may  relieve  each  other,  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  agreed  on 
by  themfelves,  or  direded  by  their  Hate. 

In  cafe  any  unexpeded  and  very  important  bufinefs  occurs,  ir*  which 
the  committee  may  think  the  happinefs  or  peace  of  the  United  States 
is  involved,  and  to  which  they  are  not  competent, it  Hiall  be  their  duty  to 
appoint  a  day  for  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  prior  to  that  to  which  they 
Hand  adjourned,  and  to  give  notice  of  the  fame  to  the  fupreme  execu¬ 
tives  of  the  feveral  Hates,  that  the  delegates  may  have  notice  to  attend. 

That  the  committee  Hiall  have  power  to  receive  communications 
from  foreign  miniHers,  and  lay  them  before  the  Congrefs  when  they 
lhall  convene,  but  fhall  tranfad  no  bufinefs  with  them,  unlefs  autho¬ 
rized  thereto  by  particular  ads  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  of  the  Hates  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  inHruded  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congrefs,  an  ordi¬ 
nance  for  making  the  neceffary  arrangements  of  the  treafury,  and  for 
more  particularly  defining  the  powers  of  the  board  of  treafurv,  and  alfo 
to  revife  the  inHitutions  of  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  and  of  the  war- 
office,  and  to  report  fuch  alterations  a*  they  may  judge  neceffary. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  appoint  “  a  committee  of  the  states  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  members  were  eleded  : 

For  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Blanchard. 

Mr.  Dana. 

Mr.  Ellerv. 

J 

Mr.  Sherman. 

Mr.  De  Witt. 

Mr.  Dick. 

Mr.  Hand. 

Mr.  Chafe. 

Mr.  Hardy, 

Mr.  Spaight. 

Mr.  Read. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Stone 
and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  28th  May,  from  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  and  a  motion  of  the  de¬ 
legates  for  that  Hate  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  be 
acquainted,  that  Congrefs  having  been  notified,  by  the  miniHer  of  his 
mod  ChriHian  majedy,  of  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  com¬ 
mitted  by  a  fubjed  of  his  Paid  majedy,  in  affaulting  M.  De  Marbois, 
conful-general  and  fecretary  to  the  faid  legation,  have  judged  it  pro¬ 
per  to  requed  the  executives  of  the  feveral  Hates  in  the  union,  to  iffue 
their  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  to  any  perfon  who  fhall  difeover 


Maffachufetts, 

Rhode-IHand, 

Connedicut, 

New- York, 

New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
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the  offender,  fo  that  he  might  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  condign 
punilhment.  That  by  thefe  proceedings,  which  have  already  been  for¬ 
warded  to  them,  the  prefident  and  council  ot  the  hate  of  1  ennfy lvania 
will  find,  that  the  meafures  purfued  by  them,  perfe&ly  coincide  with 
thofe  recommended  by  Congrefs.  That  the  exertions  ot  the  piefident 
and  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  flate  of  Pennlylvania,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to  preierve  the  public  lepoie, 
and  to  affert  the  law  of  nations,  meet  the  fulleft  approbation  of  the 
committee  of  the  hates  ;  and  that  it  is  with  lingular  pleafure  they 
receive  this  frelh  inhance  of  the  entire  regard  of  the  prefident  and 
council  of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
fovereignty  of  this  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 

Whereas  Congrefs  do  now  hand  adjourned  to  the  30th  of  Odlobei 
next,  then  to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  New-Jerfey,  and  as  public  letters  and 
difpatches  may  continue  to  be  addreffed  to  the  prefident  of  Congrefs, 
as  ufual,  during  their  feffion,  which  may  occafion  an  unneceffary  de¬ 
lay  before  they  will  arrive  to  the  committee  of  the  hates  : 

Resohed ,  That  the  poh-maher-general  be  direded  to  inhrud  hh 
deputies  in  the  feveral  poh-offices,  to  forward  all  fuch  letters  and 
papers  which  may  come  in  to  their  offices,  addreffed  as  aforeiaid,  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  hates,  at  the  place  where  they 
may  hold  their  feffion. 

The  fecretary  having  informed  the  committee,  that  it  is  neceffary 
for  him  to  return  to  Philadelphia, 

Ordered ,  That  he  have  leave,  until  he  ffiall  be  required  to  attend, 
and  that  in  his  abfence,  one  of  the  clerks  attend  the  committee  of  the 
hates  and  make  the  entries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spaight,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  chairman  write  to  the  executives  of  the  hates 
of  Delaware  and  Georgia,  requehing  them  refpedively  to  fend  forward 
one  of  their  delegates  to  attend  in  the  committee  of  the  hates. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Stone  and 
Mr.  Dana,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  fieur  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais,  of  the  14th  April,  1783,  and  of  his  agent  Le  Vaigneur: 

Resolved ,  That  the  fieur  Le  Vaigneur  be  informed,  that  Mr.  Silas 
Deane  was  not  authorized  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  fieur  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais,  {filing  himfelf  the  reprefentative  of  Roderique  Plorta- 
lez  St  Co.  and  that  Congrefs  feeing  no  reafon  for  altering  their  in- 
hrudtion  to  their  conful  in  France,  the  fieur  de  Beaumarchais,  muh 
therefore  fettle  his  accounts  with  him. 

Resolved ,  That  no  arrangements  can  be  taken  for  paying  any  part 
of  the  demand  of  the  faid  Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  till  his  accounts  are 
fettled  by  the  conful  of  the  United  States  in  France. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  tranfmit  to  Mr.  Bar¬ 
clay,  conful  in  France,  a  copy  of  the  refufal  of  Mr.  Carabaffe,  agent 
for  the  fieur  de  Beaumarchais,  {filing  himfelf  reprefentative  of  Rode¬ 
rique  Hortalez  St  Co.  to  deliver  to  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  cer¬ 
tain  goods  charged  to  the  faid  hates,  by  the  faid  Beaumarchais. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  benefit  of  the  health  of  the  members,  and 
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to  give  an  opportunity  for  fome  refpite  after  the  long  feffion  and 
weighty  bubneis  lately  belore  Congrefs,  the  committee  of  the  dates 
do  now  adjourn  to  Saturday  2  6th  day  of  June  indant. 


SaTurdat ,  June  26,  1784. 

The  following  members  of  the  committee  of  the  dates  met  accord- 
Jng  to  adjournment,  viz. 


For  New-Hampfhire, 
Madachu  fetts, 
Pennfyl  vania, 
Virginia. 


Mr.  Blanchard. 
Mr.  Dana. 

Mr.  Hand. 

Mr.  Hardy. 
Mr.  Read. 


South-Carolina, 

But  there  not  being  a  fufficient  number  to  proceed  to  budnefs,  the 
comnmtee  of  the  dates  is  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o’clock, 

lNi. 


Mox DAT,  June  28,  1784. 

The  following  members  of  the  committee  of  the  dates  met,  viz. 
For  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Blanchard. 


Malfachu  fetts, 
Pennfyl  vania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Dana. 
Mr.  Hand. 
Mr.  Chafe. 
Mr.  Hardy. 
Mr.  Read. 


South-Carolina, 

But  there  not  being  a  fufficient  number  to  proceed  to  buPinefs,  the 
committee  of  the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday  June  29,  1784. 

The  following  members  of  the  committee  of  the  dates  met,  viz. 
For  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Blanchard. 


Madachufetts, 

Pennfylvania, 

Virginia, 

South-Carolina, 

But  there  not  being  a  fufficient  number  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  the 
committee  of  the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Dana. 
Mr.  Hand. 
Mr.  Hardy. 
Mr.  Read. 


Wednesday  June  30,  1784. 

Mr.  William  Houdoun,  a  delegate  from  the  date  of  Georgia,  at¬ 
tended,  and  produced  credential. 

The  following  members  of  the  committee  of  the  dates  met,  viz. 

For  New-Hampdnre,  Mr.  Blanchard. 


Madachufetts, 
Pennfylvania, 
Maryland, 

V  lrginia, 
North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Dana. 
Mr.  Hand. 
Mr.  Chafe. 
Mr.  Hardy. 
Mr.  Spaight. 
Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Houdoun. 
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But  there  not  being  a  fufficient  number  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  the 
committee  of  the  Rates  is  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  1,  1784. 

The  fame  members  attended  as  yeRerday,  but  there  not  being  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  the  committee  of  the  Rates  is 
adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  July  2,  1784. 

The  fame  members  attended  as  yeRerday,  but  there  not  being  a  fuf¬ 
ficient  number  to  proceed  to  bufmefs,  the  committee  of  the  Rates  is 
adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  July  3,  1784. 

The  fame  members  attended  as  yeRerday,  but  there  not  being  a  fuf¬ 
ficient  number  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  the  committee  of  the  Rates  is 
adjourned  to  Monday,  at  ten  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Monday ,  July  5,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  Rates  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampflfire, 
Maffachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, •Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  credentials  produced  by  Mr.  HouRoun,  the  30 th  June,  under 
the  great  feal  of  the  Rate  of  Georgia,  were  read  ;  whereby  it  appears, 
that  on  the  9th  of  January  and  ^ 3d  of  February  laR,  William  Houf- 
toun,  Edward  Telfair,  Jofeph  Haberfheim,  William  Few,  William 
Gibbons  and  general  Lachlin  MTntofh,  Efqrs  ;  were  ele&ed  to  repre- 
fent  that  Rate  in  Congrefs. 

.  Tuesday ,  July  6,  1784. 

Eight  Rates  only  attending,  viz.  New-Hamplhire,  Maffachufetts, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
South-Carolina,  the  committee  of  the  Rates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Wednesday ,  July  7,  1784. 

Eight  Rates  only  attending,  viz.  New-Hampfiiire,  Maffachufetts, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  the  committee  of  the  Rates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to¬ 


morrow. 


Thursday ,  July  8,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  Rates  affembled:  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts, New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

d  he  committee,  confiRing  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr* 
Chafe  and  Mr.  HouRoun,  appointed  to  prepare  and  lay  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Rates,  a  draft  of  fuch  rules  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
government  of,  and  more  conveniently  conducing  bufinefs  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Rates,  reported  rules,  which  being  amended,  were  agreed 
to,  and  are  as  follows  : 
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1.  As  foon  as  the  chairman  affumes  the  chair,  the  members  fhall 
take  their  feats. 

2.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  fhall  then  be  read  ;  and  after 
that,  the  public  letters,  petitions  and  memorials,  if  any  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  orprefcnted,  in  the  order  mentioned. 

3.  Every  letter,  petition,  or  memorial  read,  on  which  no  order  is 
moved,  fhall  ol  courie  be  confidered  as  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
may  be  taken  up  at  any  future  time. 

4.  Alter  the  public  difpatches,  See.  the  reports  of  committees, 
which  may  have  been  delivered  by  them  to  the  fecretary,  fhall,  for  the 
information  of  the  committee,  be  read,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
delivered  ;  and  if  it  is  judged  proper,  a  time  be  affigned  for  confidering 
them  :  But  no  report  fhall  be  taken  into  confideration  the  day  on 
which  it  is  fi r ft  read,  without  general  confent. 

3.  After  the  public  letters,  See.  are  read,  and  orders  given  con¬ 
cerning  them,  the  reports  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  of  the  board 
of  war,  if  any,  fhall  be  taken  into  confideration. 

6.  When  a  report  which  has  been  read  and  lies  for  confideration, 
is  called  for,  it  fhall  immediately  be  taken  up.  If  two  or  more  are 
called  for,  the  titles  ol  the  feveral  reports  fhall  be  read,  and  then  the 
chairman  (hall  put  the  quehion  in  the  order  they  have  been  called  for, 
upon  which  there  fhall  be  no  debate  ;  and  the  vote  of  the  committee 
of  the  hates  fhall  determine  which  is  to  be  taken  up. 

7.  When  a  report  is  brought  forward  for  confideration,  it  fhall  firfl 
be  read  over,  and  then  debated  by  paragraphs,  and  each  paragraph 
fhall  be  lubject  to  amendments.  If  it  relates  only  to  one  fubjedl,  be¬ 
ing  in  the  nature  of  an  ordinance,  fhall  be  fubjedl  to  fuch  additions 
as  may  be  judged  proper  to  render  it  complete  ;  and  then  it  lhall  be 
read  over  as  it  hands  amended,  and  a  quehion  taken  upon  the  whole. 
But  if  it  comprehends  different  fubje&s,  independent  one  of  another, 
in  the  form  of  dihind  ads  or  refolutions,  a  quehion  fhall  be  taken  on 
each. 

8.  When  any  ordinance  is  introduced  by  report  or  otherwife,  it 
fhall  be  read  a  firh  time  for  the  information  of  the  committee,  with¬ 
out  debate.  The  chairman  fhall  then  put  the  following  quehion, 
u  Shall  this  ordinance  be  read  a  fecond  time  ?”  If  it  pafies  in  the  af¬ 
firmative,  then  a  time  fhall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  when  it  fhall 
be  read  and  debated  by  paragraphs  ;  and  when  gone  through,  the 
quehion  fhall  be,  u  Shall  this  ordinance  be  read  a  third  time  ?”  If 
agreed  to,  and  a  time  appointed,  it  fhall  be  accordingly  read  by  para¬ 
graphs,  and,  if  neceffary,  debated  ;  and  when  gone  through,  the  ques¬ 
tion  (hall  be,  u  Shall  this  ordinance  pafs  ?  If  the  vote  is  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  a  fair  copy  fhall  then  be  made  out,  Signed  by  the  chairman,  and 
attehed  by  the  fecretary  in  the  committee  of  the  hates,  and  record¬ 
ed  in  the  Secretary’s  office. 

9.  Any  member  by  inhrudlions  from  his  hate,  or  claiming  it  in 
right  of  his  hate,  may  bring  any  matter  before  the  committee  of  the 
hates  for  their  confideration. 

10.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  Seconded,  except  where  a  Second 
is  unnecellary  from  the  preceding  rule,  fhall  be  repeated  by  the  chair¬ 
man,  or  being  in  writing,  it  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  chairman,  and 
read  aloud  at  the  table  before  it  fhall  be  debated. 
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1  1.  Every  motion  fhall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  required  by  the 
chairman  or  any  member. 

12.  After  a  motion  is  repeated  by  the  chairman,  or  read  at  the 
table,  it  (hall  then  be  in  the  poffeffton  of  the  committee  ;  but  may 
at  any  time  before  decifton,  be  withdrawn. 

13.  No  member  fhall  fpeak  twice  in  any  debate,  until  every  mem¬ 
ber  who  choofes,  {hall  have  fpoken  once  on  the  fame  fubjeft. 

14.  When  a  queftion  is  before  the  committee  and  under  debate, 
no  motion  fhall  be  received  unlefs  for  amending  it,  for  the  previous 
queftion,  or  to  pofipone  the  confideration  of  the  main  queftion,  or  to 
commit  it. 

15.  No  new  motion  or  propofition  (hall  be  admitted  under  color 
of  amendment,  as  a  fiibftitute  for  the  queftion  or  propofition  under  de¬ 
bate,  until  it  is  poftponed  or  difagreed  to. 

16.  The  previous  queftion  (whio&  is  always  to  be  underftood  in  this 
fenfe,  that  the  main  queftion  be  not  now  put)  fhall  only  be  admitted 
when  in  the  judgment  of  two  members  at  leaft,  the  fubjedt  moved  is 
in  its  nature,  or  from  the  circumftances  of  time  or  place,  improper 
to  be  debated  or  decided,  and  fhall  therefore  preclude  all  amendments 
and  further  debates  on  the  fubjedt,  until  it  is  decided. 

IT.  A  motion  for  commitment  fhall  alfo  have  preference,  and  pre¬ 
clude  all  amendments  and  debates  on  the  fubjedl,  until  it  fhall  be 
decided. 

18.  On  motions  for  the  previous  queftion,  or  for  poftponing,  no 
member  fhall  fpeak  more  than  once. 

19.  The  members  fhall  ballot  for  committees  ;  but  if  upon  count¬ 
ing  the  ballots,  the  number  required  fhall  not  have  been  eledled,  the 
chairman  fhall  name  the  members  who  have  been  ballotted  for,  and 
the  committee  of  the  ftates  fhall,  by  a  vote  or  votes,  determine  the  com¬ 
mittee,  unlefs  a  new  ballot  be  called  for. 

20.  If  a  queftion  under  debate  contains  feveral  points,  any  mem¬ 
ber  may  have  it  divided. 

21.  When  a  queftion  is  about  to  be  put,  it  fhall  be  in  the  power 
of  any  one  of  the  members  to  poftpone  the  determination  thereof  un¬ 
til  th  e  next  day  ;  and  in  fuch  cafe,  unlefs  it  fhall  be  further  poftpo¬ 
ned  by  order  of  the  committee,  the  queftion  fhall  the  next  day,  imme¬ 
diately  after  reading  the  public  difpatches,  See.  and  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  go  upon  other  bufinefs,be  put  without  any  debate,  provided  there 
be  a  fufftcient  number  of  members  prefent  to  determine  it.  If  that  fhould 
not  be  the  cafe,  it  fhall  be  put  without  debate,  as  loon  as  a  fufftcient 
number  fhall  have  aftembled. 

22.  If  any  member  choofes  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  taken,  upon 
any  queftion,  he  lhali  move  for  the  fame,  previous  to  the  chairman’s 
putting  the  queftion  ;  and  in  fuch  cafe,  every  member  prefent  fhall 
openly  and  without  debate,  declare  by  ay  or  no,  his  aflent  or  diffent  to 
the  queftion. 

2  3.  Every  member,  when  he  choofes  to  fpeak,  fhall  rife  and  ad- 
drefs  the  chairman.  When  two  members  chance  to  rife  at  the  fame 
time,  the  chairman  fhall  name  the  perfon  who  is  to  fpeak  firft.  Every 
member,  both  in  debate,  and  while  the  committee  of  the  ftates  are  af- 
fembled,  fhall  condudl  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  decency  and  decorum. 
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If  any  member  fhall  tranSgreSs,  the  chairman  fhall  call  to  order.  In 
cafe  the  diforder  be  continued  or  repeated,  the  chairman  may  name 
the  perfon  tranfgreffing.  Any  nember  may  call  to  order. 

24.  When  a  member  is  called  to  order,  he  fhall  immediately  fit 
down.  If  he  has  been  named  as  a  tranfgreffor,  his  conduct  fhall  be 
enquired  into,  and  he  fhall  be  liable  to  a  cenfure. 

25.  When  a  quehion  of  order  is  moved,  the  chairman,  if  he  is  in 
doubt,  may  call  for  the  judgment  of  the  committee  ;  otherwife  he 
fhall,  in  the  firh  inftance,  give  a  decifion,  and  an  appeal  fhall  lie  to  the 
committee  ;  but  there  (hall  be  no  debate  on  quehions  of  order,  except 
that  a  member  called  to  order  for  irregular  or  unbecoming  condudt,  or 
for  improper  expreffions,  may  be  allowed  to  explain. 

26.  A  motion  to  adjourn  may  be  made  at  any  time,  and  fhall  al¬ 
ways  be  in  order,  and  the  queftion  thereon,  fhall  always  be  put  with¬ 
out  any  debate. 

27.  On  every  Monday,  after  reading  and  taking  order  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  difpatches,  a  committee  of  three  fhall  be  appointed,  who  fhall  eve¬ 
ry  morning  during  the  week,  report  to  the  committee  of  the  hates,  the 
orders  necefTary  to  be  made  on  fuch  difpatches  as  maybe  received,  du¬ 
ring  the  adjournment  or  fitting  of  the  committee  of  the  hates,  upon 
which  no  order  fhall  have  been  made. 

23.  Whensoever  a  motion  is  made  for  bribing  out  one  or  more 
words,  in  order  that  Something  maybe  inferted  inhead  thereof,  the  de¬ 
bate  fhall  turn  upon  the  propriety  of  the  propofed  infertion,  and  the 
quehion  fhall  be,  “  Shall  the  propofed  amendment  be  made?  ”  When¬ 
soever  a  motion  is  made  for  bribing  out  one  or  more  words,  but  no 
propofition  is  made  to  infert  any  thing  elfe,  the  quehion  fhall  be  upon 
the  words  propofed  to  be  hruck  out,  in  the  following  manner,  “Shall 
thefe  words  hand  ?  ” 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confihing  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Dana 
and  Mr.  Chafe,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  of  Chrihopher 
Champlin,  hating,  that  a  fhip  called  the  Hydra,  will  fhortly  fail  from 
Newport,  in  Rhode-Ifland,  for  Bengal,  in  India,  and  from  thence  to 
the  port  of  Canton,  in  China,  under  the  command  of  John  Clark,  and 
requehing  Sea-letters  for  Said  Clark,  and  William  Green,  Supercargo : 

Resolved ,  That  Sea-letters  be  granted  for  the  Said  John  Clark  and 
William  Green,  in  the  form  following  : 

Moh  Serene, ferene,  moh  puifTant,puiffant,  high,  illuhrions, noble,  ho¬ 
norable,  venerable,  wife  and  prudent  emperors,  kings,  republics,  princes, 
dukes,  earls,  barons,  lords,  burgo-mahers,  counfellors,  as  alfo  judges, 
officers, juhiciaries,  andregentsof  all  the  goodcities  and  places, whether 
ecclefiahical  or  Secular,  who  fhall  fee  thefe  prefentsor  hear  them  read  : 

We  the  United  States  of  America  in  a  committee  of  the  hates  ahem- 
bled,  make  known,  that  John  Clark,  captain  of  the  fhip  called  the  Hy¬ 
dra,  and  William  Green,  the  Supercargo  on  board  her,  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  the  fhip  which  the  Said  John 
Clark  commands,  belongs  to  citizens  of  the  faid  United  States,  and  as 
we  wifh  to  See  the  Said  John  Clark  and  W'dliam  Green,  profper  in 
their  lawful  affairs,  our  prayer  is  to  all  the  before-mentioned,  and  to 
each  of  them  Separately,  where  the  Said  John  Clark  and  William 
Green  fhall  arrive  with  their  veffel  and  cargo,  that  they  may  pleafe  to 
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receive  them  with  goodnefs,  and  treat  them  in  a  becoming'  mannei, 
permitting  them  upon  the  ufual  tolls  and  expenfes  in  paffing  and  re- 
pafling,  to  pafs,  navigate  and  frequent  their  ports,  paffes  and  tenito- 
ries,  to  the  end,  to  tranfact  their  budnefs  where  and  in  what  manner 
they  (hall  judge  proper,  whereof  we  (hall  be  willingly  indebted. 

In  tedimoney  whereof,  See. 

Friday ,  July  9,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  hates  affembled  :  Prefent,  nine  dates  as  yes¬ 
terday. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Chafe, 
to  whom  were  referred  two  letters  from  IVfr.  .Adams,  minider  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  Hague,  of  27th  Maich, 
and  10th  April,  1784,  with  Sundry  papers  enclofed,  reported  the 
draught  of  a  letter  to  laid  minider,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Saturday,  July  10,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  affembled:  Prefent,  nine  dates  as  yef- 
terday. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Chafe 
and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  George  R.  Clarke, 
of  the  26th  April,  1784. 

Resolved ,  That  brigadier-general  Clarke  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to 
his  Paid  letter,  that  Congrefs  appointed  him  a  commilfioner  for  treat¬ 
ing  with  the  Indian  nations,  from  a  thorough  perluafion  of  his  abilities 
to  difeharge  that  trud.  That  his  appointment  is  in  full  force,  his  name 
being  included  in  the  general  commiflion  tor  treating  with  the  Indians, 
but  that  his  acceptance  mud  be  altogether  optional  with  him.  That 
in  any  cafual  conference  he  may  have  with  the  wedern  Indians  or  any 
of  them,  the  committee  of  the  dates  can  only  authorize  him  to  acquaint 
them,  that  it  is  the  earned  delire  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af¬ 
fembled,  to  be  at  peace  with  them  ;  that  they  have,  for  that  purpofe, 
appointed  commidioners  to  treat  with  them  ;  that  thofe  commidioners 
have  plenary  powers  ;  that  they  are  directed  to  fix  on  the  mod  conve¬ 
nient  times  and  places  for  affembling  the  feveral  nations  and  tribes  of 
Indians,  of  which  they,  the  faid  Indians,  will,  with  all  convenient  dif- 
patch,  be  informed.  And  that  they  may  red  affured,  the  United  States 
will  not,  in  the  mean  time,  undertake  any  thing  to  their  difadvantage, 
unlefs  provoked  thereto  by  hodili ties  on  their  part. 

Resolved ,  That  copies  of  gen.  Clarke's  letter  and  the  anfwer  thereto, 
be  tranfmitted  by  the  fecretaryto  the  commidioners  for  treating  with 
the  Indians. 

On  a  report  of  the  fame  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
of  the  15th  June,  from  Ebenezr  Hazard,  pod-mader-general, 

Resolved ,  That  Ebenezer  Hazard,  pod-mader-general,  be  informed, 
in  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  15th  day  of  June  lad,  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  dates  are  not  authorized  to  order  a  difcontinuance  of  the 
luit  commenced  by  his  diredlion  againd  Gerfhom  Johnfon,  for  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  5th  fedtion  of  the  ordinance  for  regulating  the  pod-office. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Dana  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Robert 
Shewed,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed, 
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Resolved ,  That  copies  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  brig  l*  Amiable 
Elizabeth,  a  French  veil'd  that  was  deierted  by  her  crew  at  fea,  and 
was  boarded  and  taken  up  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  5th 
Api  il,  1/  ob,  and  cairied  into  St.  John’s,  in  Newfoundland,  where  fhe 
was  feized  by  a  public  officer,  and  her  cargo  difpofed  of,  be  fent  to 
our  mini  hers  for  negociating  treaties  of  commerce  with  foreign  pow¬ 
ers  ;  and  that  they  be  indructed  to  require  of  the  Britiffi  court,  that 
the  full  value  of  the  laid  brig  and  her  cargo,  be  reftored  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  Robert  Shewed,  by  whole  order  fhe  was  taken  up  at  fea,  and  other 
jud  claimants,  accoiding  to  the  laws  and  ulage  of  civilized,  commer¬ 
cial  and  friendly  nations. 

- — <2>  <5asx»— - 

Mon dai -,  July  12,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  {fates  affembled:  Prefent,  New-Hampffiire, 
Malfachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Garolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Hand  and  Mr.  Spaight, 
appointed  to  take  into  coniideration  an  advertifement  publifhed  in 
“  The  Boflon  gazette,  and  the  country  journal,”  of  the  31ft  of  May 
lalf,  figned  St.  John,  agent  for  the  French  packet-boats,  and  dated 
Bodon,  May,  17  84;  report, 

1  hat  the  laid  advertilement  is  an  open  avowal  of  an  intention  to 
contravene  an  ordinance  of  Congrefs  for  regulating  the  pod-office  of 
thefe  United  States  ;  and  that  the  meafures  therein  mentioned,  and 
faid  to  have  been  taken  by  the  laid  St.  John,  are  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  fame  ordinance,  as  well  on  his  part  as  on  the  part  of  others  faid 
to  be  concerned  with  him  ;  will  greatly  injure  the  revenue  of  the  pod- 
office,  and,  if  not  prevented,  may  defeat  that  ufeful  inditution.  That 
therefore  the  pod-mader-general  be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  the  ad¬ 
vertifement  referred  to,  and  ordered  immediately  to  make  enquiry  into 
this  matter,  and  if  he  ffiould  find  that  the  faid  ordinance  hath  been  vio¬ 
lated  in  confequence  of  the  above-mentioned  advertifement,  that  he 
caufe  the  offenders  to  be  profecuted  according  to  law. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  of  the  dates  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Tuesdat ,  July  13,  1784. 

Eight  dates  only  attending,  viz.  Maffachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Penn¬ 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Car olina,  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia  ;  the  committee  of  the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow. 


Wednesday ,  July  14,  1784. 

The  commitee  of  the  dates  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampffiire, 
Maffachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Mr.  Spaight,  a  delegate  from  the  date  of  North-Carolina,  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  committee  of  the  dates,  feven  acts  of  the  legidature  of  that 
date,  certified  under  the  great  feal,  the  titles  of  which  are  as  follows  : 

u  An  aft  veiling  a  power  in  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affem- 
bled,  to  levy  a  duty  on  foreign  merchandize,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
States.” 
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a  An  ad  for  levying  a  tax  for  the  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  and 
for  in  veiling  the  United  States  in  Congrels  affembled,  with  a  power  to 

collect  the  fame.”  •  a 

tc  An  act  ceding  to  the  Gongrefs  of  the  United  States,  ceitain  we 

ern  lands  therein  defcribed,  and  authorizing  the  delegates  iiom  this 
flate  in  Congrefs,  to  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  for  the  fame.” 

“  An  ad  for  authorizing  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
to  regulate  the  trade  oi  this  (late  with  foreign  nations. 

«  An  act  veiling  certain  powers  therein  mentioned,  in  the  United 

States  in  Congrefs  affembled.” 

«  An  ad  dire  ding  the  appointment  of  delegates,  agreeable  to  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  Congrefs.” 

u  An  ad  to  empower  the  delegates  of  this  fcate  in  Congrefs,  to  af- 
fent  to  a  repeal  of  part  of  the  8th  article  of  confederation  and  perpe¬ 
tual  union,  between  the  thirteen  Hates  of  America,  and  to  fubfcribe 
and  ratify  the  alteration  propofed  in  the  recommendation  of  Congrels 
of  the  18th  April,  1783,  in  place  thereof,  as  part  of  the  faid  inftru- 
ment  of  union.” 

_  i  in  i  »[i  j |  1  ■ 

Thursdat ,  July  15,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  affembled  :  Prelent,  nine  dates  as  yef- 
terday. 

Mr.  Read,  a  delegate  from  the  date  of  Soutb-Carolina,  laid  before 
the  committee  of  the  dates,  two  printed  ads  of  the  general  affembly 
of  that  Hate  ;  one  entitled,  “An  ad  for  inveding  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  affembled,  with  a  power  to  levy,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United 
States,  certain  duties  upon  g;oods  imported  into  this  date,  from  any 
foreign  port,  ifland  or  plantation.”  And  the  other  entitled,  “  An  ad 
to  authorize  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to  regulate  trade 
from  the  Britifh  Wed- Indies.”  As  alfo  a  refolution  of  the  faid  gene¬ 
ral  affembly,  which  is  in  the  words  following  : 

“  March  21,  1784. 

“  Resolved,  That  the  legidature  will  confirm  the  engagement  the 
delegates  of  this  date  in  Congrefs  entered  into,  that  the  controverfy 
aridng  on  commodore  Gillon’s  contrad  with  lieutenant-colonel  Lau¬ 
rens,  be  fettled  by  arbitration  :  and  that  whenever  the  fuperintendant 
of  finance  fhall  determine  that  the  United  States  have  caufe  of  adion 
againd  commodore  Gillon,  in  behalf  of  this  date,  and  acquaint  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  this  date  with  fuch  determination,  that  the  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  privy  council,  do  appoint  arbitrators  in  behalf  of  this 
date,  to  meet  the  arbitrators  appointed  by  the  fuperintendant  of  finance 
in  this  date  ;  and  that  this  date  will  abide  by  the  award  of  the  faid 
arbitrators,  and  fave  harmlefs  commodore  Gillon  from  any  damages 
which  may  accrue  to  him,  in  conference  of  his  contrad  with  colonel 
Laurens,  in  behalf  of  this  date.” 

Fridat ,  July  16,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  affembled :  Prefent,  nine  dates  as 
yederday. 

Mr.  Hardy,  a  delegate  from  the  date  of  Virginia,  laid  before  the 
committee  of  the  dates,  copies  of  two  ads  of  the  general  affembly  of 
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tlm  ftatc  ;  one  entitled,  “  An  aft  authorizing  the  delegates  reprefent- 
jng  this  Hate  in  Congreis,  to  fublcribe  and  ratify  an  alteration  of  the 
Sth  ot  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between  the 
thirteen  ilates  ot  America.”  And  the  other,  “  An  aA  to  invert  the 
United  States  in  Congreis  affembled,  with  additional  powers  for  a  li- 
limed  time.”  Alio  refolutions  of  the  faid  general  affembly,  which 

“  Vtrgtniai  in  the  House  of  Delegates ,  Wednesday ,  19 tb  of  May ,  1784. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  alteration  of  the  8th  of  the  articles  of  con¬ 
federation  and  perpetual  union,  propofed  by  the  United  States  in  Con¬ 
greis  aflembled,  on  the  1 8 tli  ot  April,  1783,  ought  to  be  acceded  to 
by  this  [fate. 

u  \\  heieas  confiderable  time  may  elapfe  before  the  common  debts 
ot  the  confederacy  can  be  apportioned  by  the  rule  propofed  to  be  fub- 
iiituted  in  place  ot  the  Sth  article  of  the  confederation,  in  cafe  fuch 
rule  (hall  be  eftablilhed,  or  by  the  rule  preferred  in  the  faid  article 
in  cafe  the  change  fliall  be  difagreed  to,  and  before  the  accounts  fub- 

d  mg  between  the  United  States  and  the  individual  hates  can  be 
finally  liquidated. 

“  Resolved,  That  for  the  intermediate  prefervation  of  juftice,  and 
tneii  national  character,  all  requifitions  which  may,  from  time  to  time 
be  made  by  the  United  States  in  Congreis  aflembled,  for  the  purpofe 
ot  dilcharging  the  national  debts,  incurred  during  the  war,  or  defray- 
ing  the  ordinary  civil  expenles  of  the  federal  government,  including  a 
pi ovilion  for  the  iupport  ot  the  prelent  marine  and  military  eftablifh- 
ments,  directed  by  Congreis,  and  which  may  be  apportioned  on  the 
hates,  either  by  the  rule  which  has  heretofore  prevailed,  or  by  fuch 

(Kher  temporary  rule  as  may  b»  judged  mod  equitable,  ought  to  be 
complied  with. 

“  Resolved,,  That  the  delegates  reprefenting  this  hate  in  Congreis, 
ought  to  be  indnnded  to  urge  in  Congreis  all  meafures  neceffary  for 
accelerating  a  fair  and  final  fettlement  of  the  accounts  fubliding  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  individual  dates  ;  and  that  whenever  fuch 
fettlement  (hall  have  been  completed,  a  payment  of  the  balance  ap¬ 
pearing  therefrom  to  be  due,  ought  to  be  enforced  if  neceffary,  by 
fuch  diflrefs  on  the  property  of  the  defaulting  dates,  or  of  their  citizens, 
as  by  the  United  States  in  Congreis  aflembled,  may  lie  deemed  ade¬ 
quate  and  mod  eligible. 

Resolved,  1  hat  in  cafe  fuel)  final  fettlement  be  obdrudled  by  a 
failure  of  the  propofition  for  changing  the  8th  article  of  confederation, 
and  the  refufal  or  unreafonablc  delay  in  the  dates  to  furnifh  the  mate¬ 
rials  requilite  for  carrying  the  laid  article  into  efFeft,  the  United  States, 
in  Congi  e  Is  adembled,  will  be  judified  in  proceeding  to  edunate  the 
relative  ability  of  the  feveral  dates,  according  to  the  bed  lights  of 
which  they  can  avail  themfelves,  to  apportion  the  public  debts  by  the 
ftandard  which  may  thence  refult,  to  dole  the  account  between  the 
United  States  and  individual  dates,  and  to  enforce  in  manner  aforefaid, 
mu  payment  ot  all  arrears  which  may  be  found  due. 

Tefte,  John  Beckley,  C.  H.  D. 

June  8,  1784,  agreed  to 
by  the  fenate. 


William  Drew,  C.  S .” 
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Sj  ruRDA r,  July  17,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  ftates  aflembled :  Prefent,  nine  Hates  as  yef- 
terday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  feconded  by  Mr.  Chafe,  to  ad¬ 
journ,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dana, 


New-Hampfhire, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Mattachufetts, 

Mr.  Dana, 

no 

New-Jerfey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

ay 

Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  Hand, 

no 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Chafe, 

ay 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Houftoun, 

ay 

So  it  patted  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  committee  was  adjourned  to 
Monday  ten  o’clock. 

Monday ,  "July  19,  1784. 

Only  eight  ftates  attending,  viz.  New-Hampfhire,  Mattachufetts, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and 
Sonth-Carolina  ;  the  committee  of  the  ftates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  July  20,  1784. 

Only  eight  ftates  attending,  viz.  New-Hampfhire,  Mattachufetts, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia  ;  the  committee  of  the  ftates  is  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Wednesday ,  July  21,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  ftates  aftembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire, 
Mattachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  tranfmit,  without  delay,  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  au¬ 
thenticated  copies  of  the  mufter-rolls  from  the  firft  of  January,  1  777,  to 
December,  1781,  of  the  line  of  the  faid  ftate  on  continental  eftablifh- 
ment ;  the  two  ftate  regiments,  whilft  in  continental  fervice  ;  firft  re¬ 
giment  of  artillery,  and  the  firft  and  third  regiments  of  light-dragoons, 
and  the  returns  of  fuch  parts  of  Lee’s  and  Armand’s  legions,  Hazen’s 
regiment,  and  other  continental  corps  as  have  been  credited  to  the  ftate 
of  Virginia. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Beatty 
and  Mr.  Williamfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Jofeph  Carle- 
ton,  fecretary  in  the  war-office,  dated  23d  May,  1784,  with  general 
returns  of  ordnance,  military,  quarter-mafters  and  hofpital  ftores. 

Resolved ,  1  hat  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  take  order  for  the  dif- 
pofing  of,  at  public  audfion,  for  public  fecurities  for  liquidated  debts, 
all  the  medicinal  ftores  at  Albany  ;  and  all  thofe  at  Philadelphia,  ex- 
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cept  the  chirurgical  inftruments,  and  fo  much  of  the  furniture  and  me¬ 
dicines  as  will  complete  three  regimental  medicine-chefts,  to  be?  put  up 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Craige,  apothecary. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  committed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Hand  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  fu- 
perintendant  of  finance,  enclofing  a  letter  from  Mofes  Hazen,  Elq ; 
late  brigadier-general,  containing  fome  complaints  and  remarks  on  the 
conduct  of  the  pay-mafter-general,  as  commilfioner  for  fettling  ac¬ 
counts,  together  with  a  letter  from  John  Pierce,  Efiq  ;  pay-mafter-ge¬ 
neral,  explaining  the  particulars  of  his  conduct  in  the  cafes  mentioned. 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  of  the  dates  fully  approve  of  the 
attention  and  fidelity  of  John  Pierce,  Efq  ;  commiffioner  for  fettling 
acounts  with  the  line  of  the  army,  in  refilling  to  admit  any  charges 
againd  the  United  States,  which  are  not  founded  on  particular  refolves  of 
Congrefs,  and  fupported  by  vouchers  or  by  other  good  and  fatisfa&ory 
evidence. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Lee  and  Mr.  Gerry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1  5  th  February, 
from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  enclofing  a  letter  from  the  hon.  B. 
Huntington,  refpe&ing  military-dores  which  have  been  negle&ed,  and 
are  per'idiing'  in  fome  part  of  Connecticut,  in  confequence  of  the  death 
of  the  officer  to  whofe  care  they  had  been  committed  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  in  the  war-office  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  caufe  an  account  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs  or  the  committee 
of  the  dates,  as  foon  as  may  be,  of  the  clothing  and  military-dores  that 
are  in  Hartford,  and  other  parts  of  Connecticut,  referred  to  in  a  letter 
from  B.  Huntington,  Efq  ;  of  the  4th  of  February  lad,  to  the  fuper¬ 
intendant  of  finance. 

Ordered ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  committed. 


Thursday *,  July  22  17^4. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  afiembled  :  Prefent  as  yederday. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Hand, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  governor  Martin,  to  Mr.  Beref- 
ford,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  dated  Hillfibo- 
rough,  4th  June,  1784,  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  faid  gover¬ 
nor,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liamfon  and  Mr.  Stone,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  figned  T. 
Gilfillan,  dated  London,  the  19th  February,  1784,  with  the  infpeCIion 
roll  of  Negroes  taken  on  board  certain  velTels  at  anchor  near  Staten- 
Ifland,  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  178  3,  ligned  T.  Gilfillan  and 
Wm.  Armdrong  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  and  roll  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  for  negotiating  trea¬ 
ties  with  foreign  powers,  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  any  negotiations  they 
may  have  with  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  agreeable  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  heretofore  tranfmitted  to  them. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Mr. 
Stone  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  mini- 
der  of  France,  dated  the  6th  May  lad,  to  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  : 
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Whereas  it  hath  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs  by  the  minifter  of 
France,  that  his  moll  Chriftian  majefty  not  having  appointed  a  conful 
to  refide  in  Charlefton,  it  is  his  will  that  the  fieur  de  la  Foret,  vice-con- 
ful  at  Savannah,  fliould,  until  fuch  apppointment  is  made,  difeharge 
that  office  in  Charlefton  :  and  that  he  the  laid  minifter  has  accord¬ 
ingly,  together  with  the  fieur  de  Marbois,  conful-general  of  France, 
appointed  the  faid  fieur  de  la  Foret,  to  be  vice-conful  at  Charlefton, 
and  requefting  that  he  may  be  recognized  as  fuch. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  executive  of  the 
ftate  of  South- Carolina,  to  receive  the  fieur  de  la  Foret  as  vice-conful 
in  the  port  of  Charlefton,  and  to  grant  him  their  exequatur  accordingly. 

On  the  report  of  the  fame  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let¬ 
ter  of  the  6th  May  laft,  from  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  encloftng 
letters  from  the  quarter-mafter-general  and  from  the  commiffary  of 
military-ftores,  refpedling  a  quantity  of  powder  that  is  in  the  public 
magazines  at  Weft-Point. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fuperintendant  of  finance  give  directions  for 
felling  fuch  damaged  powder  as  may  be  in  the  public  magazines  at 
Weft-Point  :  and  that  the  commiffary  of  military-ftores,  as  foon  as 
fuch  fales  (hall  be  made,  report  to  Congrefs  or  the  committee  of  the 
ftates,  the  quantity  and  condition  of  the  powder  remaining  at  that  poll. 

Fridat ,  July  23,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  ftates  affembled  :  Prefent  as  yefterday. 

The  committee  of  the  ftates  is  adjourned  till  to-morrow  ten  o’clock. 

SAruRDAr ,  July  24,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  ftates  affembled  :  Prefent,  nine  ftates  as  yef¬ 
terday. 

The  committee  of  the  States  is  adjourned  to  Monday  ten  o’clock. 

Mon  DAT ,  July  26,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  ftates  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Caroiina  and  Georgia  ; 

On  motion,  Ordered ,  That  an  exemplification  of  the  commiffion 
granted  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to  the  com- 
miffioners  for  negotiating  with  the  Indians,  and  of  the  refolution  em¬ 
powering  any  two  of  them,  being  a  majority  of  thofe  prefent,  to  do 
the  bufinefs  of  the  commiffion,  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  each  of 
the  faid  commiffioners,  under  the  feal  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Spaight 
and  Mr.  Houftoun,  to  whom  was  referred  part  of  a  report  of  Mr. 
Williamfon,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Gerry,  on  letters  from  the  fuperin¬ 
tendant  of  finance  and  the  hon.  B.  Huntington  : 

Whereas  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  there  are  in  different  parts  of 
the  United  States,  articles  of  quarter-mafters,  and  military-ftores 
clothing,  &c.  the  property  of  the  United  States,  which  have  accident¬ 
ly  fallen  into  the  hands  of  private  citizens,  or  remained  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  perfons  formerly,  but  not  at  prefent  in  office,  of  which  the 
heads  of  the  feveral  ftaff  departments  have  no  account. 
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Resolved ,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executives 
of  the  feveral  dates,  to  call  on  the  citizens  of  their  refpeClive  dates, 
to  make  returns  forthwith  of  every  fpecies  of  public  property  which 
may  be  in  their  pofleflion.  And  the  laid  executives  are  requeded  to 
forward  to  Congrefs,  or  the  committee  of  the  dates,  a  general  return 
of  fuch  articles,  the  prpperty  of  the  United  States,  as  they  find  to  be 
in  the  pofleflion  of  their  citizens,  or  any  of  them,  in  which  lhall  lie 
fpecified  the  names  and  places  of  relidence  of  the  perfons  in  whofe 
pofleflion  they  are. 

Tuesday ,  July  27,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  alfembled  :  Prefent,  nine  dates  as  yef- 
terday. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  in  the  right  of  the  date  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  the  words  following  : 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  alfembled,  did,  on  the  23d 
day  of  January  lad,  caufe  the  following  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
claimants  of  the  private  right  of  foil,  within  the  territory  wedward 
of  the  river  Delaware,  formely  in  controverfy  between  the  date  of 
Connecticut  and  that  of  Pennfylvania,  viz. 

a  To  the  claimants  of  the  private  right  of  foil  within  the  territory 
wedward  of  the  Delaware,  heretofore  in  controverfy  between  the 
dates  of  Conne&icut  and  Pennfylvania,  and  adjudged  by  the  fentence 
of  a  court  conflitued  and  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  9th  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  be  within  the  jurlfdic- 
tion  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  it  is  hereby  made  known, 

That  fundry  individuals  claiming  private  right  of  foil  under  the  date 
of  Connecticut,  within  the  faid  territory,  have  made  application  to 
Congrefs,  dating,  that  they  have  been  didurbed  in  their  faid  right  of 
foil,  by  others  claiming  under  the  date  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  praying 
for  the  inditution  of  a  court,  for  determining  the  faid  private  right  of 
foil,  in  purfuance  of  the  9th  article  of  confederation  :  and  that  the  4th 
Monday  in  June  next,  is  afligned  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties, 
by  their  lawful  agents,  before  Congrefs  or  a  committee  of  the  dates, 
wherefoever  they  lhall  be  then  letting,  to  proceed  in  the  premifes  as 
by  the  confederation  is  di reded. 

By  order  of  Congrefs, 

Chari.es  Thomson,  Secretary.” 

And  whereas  an  agent  for  one  of  the  parties  only  attended  on  the 
faid  4th  Monday  in  June,  agreeably  to  the  faid  notice,  viz.  William 
Bradford,  jun.  as  agent  on  the  part  of  the  claimants  under  grants 
from  the  date  of  Pennfylvania.  Therefore  in  judiceto  the  faid  claim¬ 
ants,  and  to  the  end  it  may  be  known,  that  the  inditution  of  the  faid 
court,  has  not  been  prevented  by  negled  or  non-attendance  on  their 
part,  Resolved ,  That  the  letter  from  William  Bradford,  jun.  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  dates,  dated  Annapolis,  the  28th 
June,  1784,  informing,  that  being  appointed  an  agent  and  counfellor 
in  the  controverfy  concerning  the  private  right  of  foil,  to  lands  with¬ 
in  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  and  in  fupport  of  the  grants  held  under 
that  commonwealth,  he  was  then  ready  to  appear,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
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quifttion  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  expreffed  in  their 
act  of  the  23d  day  of  January  lad,  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  the 

committee  ot  the  ftat.es  : 

Which  being  under  confederation, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  teconded  by  Mr.  Bianchatd,  to 
amend  the  motion  by  inferting  between  the  words,  “  Pennfylvania.” 
u  Therefore,”  the  following,  u  at  which  time  there  was  not  a 
/  quorum  of  the  committee  of  the  ftates,  nor  before  the  5th  day  ot  July 
in  ft.  ft  nee  when  no  agent  has  appeared  before  the  committee  fiomthe 
ft  ate  of  Pennfylvania,  nor  at  any  time  on  the  part  ot  the  claimants 
under  the  ftate  of  Connecticut. ” 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Dana, 


New-PIampfhire, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Maffachufetts, 

Mr.  Dana, 

ay 

New-Jerfey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

no 

Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  Hand, 

no 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Chafe, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay 

Virginia, 

no 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Spaight, 

no 

South- Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

no 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Houftoun, 

no 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  re¬ 
quired  by  Mr.  Dana, 


New  - 1  lam  p  fi  i  i  re , 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Maffachufetts, 

Mr.  Dana, 

no 

New-Jerfey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

no 

Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Chafe, 

no 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy, 

ay 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Houftoun, 

ay 

So  the  queftion  was  loft. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Spaight  and  Mr. 
Pead,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs, 
upon  their  order  of  the  17th  June,  1733,  u  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  conftder  what  further  meafures  may  be  neceffary  to  com¬ 
pel  perfons  who  have  received  public  monies  to  account,”  report,  that 
upon  infpe Cling  the  journals  of  Congrefs  they  find,  that  Congrefs  did, 
on  the  27th  February,  1782,  refolve,  a  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  feveral  legiflatures  of  thefe  United  States,  to  make  provilion  by 
law  for  the  lpeedy  and  effectual  recovery  from  individuals,  of  debts  due 
and  effects  belonging  to  the  United  States.”  That  on  fearching 
the  files  in  the  office  of  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  your  committee  do 
not  find  that  any  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpeCtive  dates,  have  made 
the  provilion  recommended  to  them  to  be  made  by  the  faid  refolution 
cl  Congrefs.  And  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  the 
intereft  of  the  United  States,  hath  already  fuffered  greatly  for  want 


18 


JOURNAL  OF  THE 


of  fuch  pro v ifi on,  and  doth  require  that  it  fhould  be  made  by  the  fe- 
veral  legiflatures,  without  lofs  of  time  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1  hat  it  be  mod  earneflly  recommended  to  fuch  of  the 
legillatui  es  oi  the  United  States,  as  may  not  have  yet  complied  with 
the  laid  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  to  enaH  laws  in  compliance 
therewith,  as  foon  as  may  be  ;  and  for  empowering  fuch  perfon  or  per¬ 
ils  as  already  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  United 
Si.atts  in  Oongoefs  aflembled,  for  that  purpofe,  in  their  name  and  in 
their  behalf,  to  commence,  and  to  profecute  to  final  decree,  judg¬ 
ment  and  execution,  any  action  or  adions,  bill,  fuit  or  plaint,  either  in 
law  or  equity,  which  may  be  proper  and  necelfary,  not  only  for  the 
ecovery  from  individuals  of  debts  due,  and  effedts  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  but  to  recover,  fecure  or  maintain  any  rights,  proper¬ 
ties  or  interefts  to  the  faid  United  States  appertaining,  or  for  any  in¬ 
jury  or  damages  whatfoever  which  they  have  fuftained,  or  may  fuftain, 
therein.  And  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of 
the  feveral  Hates,  to  frame  any  adt  or  ads  which  they  may  pals  in 
purfuance  of  the  foregoing  recommendation,  in  fuch  manner  as  may 
produce  a  fpeedy  and  efFedlual  decifion  of  all  fuch  bills,  actions,  fuits  or 
plaints  as  may  be  commenced,  fued  or  prolecuted  for  the  purpofes 
afore  fa  id. 


Wednesday ,  July  28,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  Hates  affembled  :  Prefent,  nine  Hates  asyef- 
terday. 

The  committee,  confiHing  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Hand  and  Mr.  Houf- 
toun,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  on 
a  letter  from  R.  Totten  to  Oliver  Pollock,  agent  for  the  United  States 
at  the  Havannah,  dated  27th  February,  1784,  and  a  letter  from  faid 
Pollock,  to  the  fuperintendant  of  finance,  dated  16th  March  follow¬ 
ing,  fubmitted  to  Congrefs  by  him  on  the  13th  April  laH,  reported 
the  draught  of  aletter  tothe  charge  des  affaires,  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  court  of  Madrid  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  faid  letters  be  tranfmit- 
ted  therewith  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

TiiURSDAr ,  July  29,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  Hates  affembled  :  Prefent,  nine  Hates  asyef- 
terday. 

The  committee,  confiHing  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Read, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  refpe&ing  a  fubhitute 
for  Mediterranean  paffes,  reported  the  draught  of  an  ordinance,  which 
was  read  a  firH  time, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  read  a  fecond  time.  And  the  firH  paragraph 
being  under  debate, 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Blanchard, 
that  the  further  confidcration  of  the  ordinance  be  poHponed  ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Blanch¬ 
ard,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

Whereas  Congrefs  do  Hand  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  O&ober 
next,  then  to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  the  Hate  of  New-Jerfey  ;  and  as 
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it  is  proper  that  the  public  records  and  papers,  now  remaining  in 
their  office  in  this  city,  fhould  be  removed  from  hence  to  rl  renton, 
and  that  offices  fhould  be  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  the  whole 
be  arranged  before  the  meeting  of  Congrcfs,  which  will  require  confi- 
derable  time  to  effedf  :  And  as  it  is  alfo  expedient  for  the  committee 
of  the  Hates  to  be  prepared  to  meet  Congrel's  in  that  place,  and  as 
there  is  not  at  prefentany  bufinefs  before  the  committee  of  the  Hates 
which  require  their  immediate  attention,  which  may  not  be  feafona- 
bly  firiifhed,  it  is  probable  a  more  convenient  opportunity  may  not  pre- 
fent  itfelf,  for  their  adjourning  without  injury  to  the  public,  and  for 
carrying  into  efFedt  the  removal  of  the  public  records  and  papers,  and 
arranging  the  fame  againh  the  next  meeting  of  Congrefs,  which  is  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  be  done  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  on  the  4th  day  of  AuguH  next,  the  committee  of 
the  Hates  ffiall  Hand  adjourned  to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  the  Hate  of 
New-Jerfey,  on  the  fecond  Monday  in  September  next  ;  and  that  the 
chairman  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  diredled  to  adjourn  the 
committee  of  the  Hates,  on  the  faid  4th  day  of  AuguH  next,  to  meet 
at  Trenton,  on  the  faid  fecond  Monday  of  September  next,  for  the 
difpatch  of  bufinefs. 

Resolved ,  That  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  take  order  for  the  remo¬ 
val  and  arrangement  of  the  public  records  and  papers  as  above-men¬ 
tioned,  as  foon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  committee  of  the  Hates 
from  this  city  to  Trenton,  as  may  be  ;  fo  that  the  whole  may  be  in 
order  by  the  day  of  their  meeting  there. 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Dana, 

New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  Blanchard,  ay 


Maffachufetts,  Mr.  Dana,  ay 

New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Dick,  ay 

Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Hand,  no 

Maryland,  Mr,  Chafe,  no 

Virginia,  Mr.  Elardy,  no 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Spaight,  ay 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Read,  ay 

Georgia,  Mr.  HouHoun,  no 


So  the  quedion  was  loH. 


Friday  July  30,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  affembled  :  Prefent,  nine  dates  as  yef- 
terday.  -  7 

1  he  chairman  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  Hates,  an  a£t  of  the 

commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts,  entitled,  An  adl  veffinor  certain 
powers  in  Congrefs. ” 

The  committee  of  the  Hates  is  adjourned  to  Monday  ten  o’clock. 

Mon  da  7'^  August  2,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hamplhire 
MafTachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Nortlf 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Hand, 
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to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  dated  Pafiy,  12th  May,  1784,  from  Mr. 
Franklin,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  to  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  direded  to  the  prelident  of  Gongrefs,  and  encloling  a  copy 
of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  exchanged,  with  that  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  ot  America,  the  12th  May,  17  84,  at  Pafiy,  reported  the  draught 
of  a  letter  to  be  figned  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  dates, 
and  trail fmitted,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  faid  ratification,  to  the 
fupreme  executive  authority  of  each  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Ordered ,  That  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  majelfy,  exchanged  for  that  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  12th  May,  1784,  at  Pally,  in 
France,  be  entered  on  the  journal  ;  which  is  in  the  words  following  : 

u  George  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great-Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lu¬ 
nenburg,  arch-treafurer  and  prince  eledor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire, 
dc,  to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come  greeting  :  Whereas  a 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  between  us  and  our  good 
friends,  the  United  States  of  America,  viz.  Ne w-Hampfhire,  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connedicut, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi¬ 
nia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  was  concluded  and 
figned  at  Paris  on  the  3d  day  of  September  laft,  by  the  plenipotentia¬ 
ries  of  us,  and  our  laid  good  friends,  duly  and  refpedively  authorized 
for  that  purpofe  ;  which  definitive  treaty  is  in  the  form  and  words  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

a  In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  undivided  Trinity . 

iC  I  1  having  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  *difpofe  the  hearts  of 
the  mod  ferene  and  moll  potent  prince  George  the  third,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  king  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg,  arch-treafurer  and  prince 
eledor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  See.  and  of  the  United  States  of 
Amei  ica,  to  forget  all  pall  mifunderflandings  and  differences  that  have 
unhappily  interrupted  the  good  correfpondencc  and  friendship  which 
they  mutually  with  to  reflore  ;  and  to  e  If  a  b  1  i  1 1  i  fuch  a  beneficial  and 
fatisfadory  intercom  fe  between  the  two  countries,  upon  the  ground 
of  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience,  as  may  promote  and 
fecure  to  both  perpetual  p^ace  and  harmony  ;  and  having  for  this  de- 
firable  end,  already  laid  the  foundation  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
by  the  provilional  articles,  figned  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1782,  by  the  commiflioners  empowered  on  each  part,  which  articles 
were  agreed  to  be  inferted  in  and  to  conflitute  the  treaty  of  peace  pro- 
pofed  to  be  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
faid  United  States,  but  which  treaty  was  not  to  be  concluded  until 
terms  of  peace  fliould  be  agreed  upon  between  Great-Britain  and 
France,  and  his  Britannic  majefly  fliould  be  ready  to  conclude  fuch  trea¬ 
ty  accordingly  ;  and  the  treaty  between  Great-Britain  and  France  hav¬ 
ing  lince  been  concluded,  his  Britannic  majefly  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  order  to  carry  into  full  e fifed  the  provifional  articles 
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above-mentioned,  according’  to  the  tenor  thereof,  have  conflituted  and 
appointed,  that  is  to  lay,  his  Britannic  majefty  on  his  pait,  David 
Hartley,  Elq;  member  of  the  parliament  of  Great- Britain  ;  and  the 
laid  United  States  on  their  part,  John  Adams,  Elq;  late  a  commil- 
Ifoner  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  court  ot  Verfailles, 
late  delegate  m  Congreis  from  the  date  of  IVIafTachufetts,  and  chief 
judice  of  the  laid  date,  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  laid  United 
States  to  their  high  miglitinefies  the  dates  general  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands  ;  Benjamin  Frahklin,  Elq;  late  delegate  in  Congreis  from 
the  date  of  Penniylvania,  preddent  ol  the  convention  of  the  laid  date, 
and  minider  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  ol  America  at  tnc 
court  ol  Veriailles  ;  John  Jay,  Elq;  late  preddent  ol  Congreis,  and 
chief  judice  of  the  date  of  New-York,  and  minider  plenipotentiary 
from  the  laid  United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  be  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  for.  the  concluding  and  ligning  the  prelent  definitive  trea¬ 
ty  :  who,  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  their  refpe&ive  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed  the  following  articles  : 

“Art.  Id.  His  Britannic  majelly  acknowledges  the  laid  United 
States,  viz.  New-Hampfhire,  Mallachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Conne&icut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  \  irginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Ca- 
rolina  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fovereign  and  independent  dates  :  that 
he  treats  with  them  as  luch,  and  for  him  felt,  his  heirs  and  1  uccefibrs, 
relinquilhes  all  claims  to  the  government,  proprietary  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof. 

“  Art,  2d.  And  that  all  clifputes  which  might  arife  in  future  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  boundaries  of  the  laid  United  States  may  be  prevented, 
it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following  are  and  fhall  be 
their  boundaries,  viz.  from  the  north-wed  angle  of  Nova-Scotia,  viz. 
that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  lource 
of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  Highlands  ;  along  the  fa i d  Highlands  which 
divide  thofe  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  north-weftern- 
mod  head  of  Connedlicut  river,  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that 
river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  from  thence  by  a  line  due 
wed  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraquy ; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  river  into  lake  Ontario,  through  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  faid  lake  until  it  drikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that 
lake  and  lake  Erie  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  communication  in¬ 
to  lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the 
water  communication  between  that  lake  and  lake  Huron  ;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  laid  water  communication  into  the  lake  Huron  ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  laid  lake  to  the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  lake  Superior  ;  thence  through  lake  Superior  northward 
of  the  ides',  Royal  and  Philipeaux,  to  the  long  lake  ;  thence  through 
the  middle  of  faid  long  lake  and  the  water  communication  between  it 
and  the  lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  faid  lake  of  the  Woods  ;  thence 
through  the  faid  lake  to  the  mod  north-weftern  point  thereof,  and 
from  thence  on  a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  Miftifippi  ;  thence  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  faid  river  Miftifippi,  until  it 
fhall  interfedl  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  31ft  degree  of  north  lati¬ 
tude.  South  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  determination 


22  JOURNAL  OF  THE 

of  the  line  laft  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  31  degrees  north  of  the 
equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Catahouche  ;  thence 
along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river  \  thence 
flraight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary’s  river  ;  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary’s  river  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Eaft  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth 
in  the  bay  ot  lundy  to  its  lource,  and  from  its  fource  directly  north 
to  the  aforelaid  Highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  fiom  thole  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  i 
comprehending  all  iflands  within  20  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  fhores 
of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  eaft 
from  the  points  where  the  aforefaid  boundaries  between  Nova-Scotia 
on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft-Florida  on  the  other,  lhall  refpedively  touch 
the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  excepting  fuch  iflands 
as  now  are  or  heretofore  have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  laid  pro¬ 
vince  of  Nova-Scotia. 

“  Art.  3d.  It  is  agreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolefted  the  right  to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on 
the  Grand-Bank,  and  on  all  the  other  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  alfo 
in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea,  where 
the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ufed  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fifh  ; 
and  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  fhall  have  liberty 
to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland 
as  Britifh  fifhermen  fhall  ufe,  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  fame  on 
that  ifland)  and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays  and  creeks  of  all  other  of  his 
Britannic  majefty’s  dominions  in  America  ;  and  that  the  American 
fifhermen  fhall  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fifh  in  any  of  the  unfet¬ 
tled  bays,  harbours  and  creeks  of  Nova-Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands,  and 
Labradore,  fo  long  as  the  fame  fhall  remain  unfettled,  but  fo  foon  as 
the  fame,  or  either  of  them,  fhall  be  fettled,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  fifhermen  to  dry  or  cure  fifh  at  fuch  fettlensent,  without  a  pre¬ 
vious  agreement  for  that  purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors  or 
pofTefTors  of  the  ground. 

“  Art.  4th.  It  is  agreed  that  creditors  on  either  fide,  fhall  meet  with 
no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  fterling  mo¬ 
ney,  of  all  dona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted. 

“Art.  5th.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Congrefs  fhall  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpe&ive  ftates,  to  provide  for  the 
reftitution  of  all  eflates,  rights  and  properties,  which  have  been  con- 
fifeated,  belonging  to  real  Britifh  fubjects,  and  alfo  of  the  eftates,  rights 
and  properties  of  perfons  refident  in  diftridls  in  the  pofTefllon  of  his 
majefty’s  arms,  and  have  not  borne  arms  againft  the  faid  United  States. 
And  that  perfons  of  any  other  defeription  fhall  have  free  liberty  to 
go  to  an  v  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and  there¬ 
in  to  remain  12  months  unmolefted  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the 
reftitution  of  fuch  of  t lie i r  eflates,  rights  and  properties,  as  may  have 
been  confifcated  ;  and  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo  earneftly  recommend  to 
the  feveral  ftates  a  recon fideration  and  revifion  of  all  a£\s  or  laws  re¬ 
garding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  laid  laws  or  a<fts  perfectly 
confident,  not  only  with  juftite  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  which  on  the  return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace  fhould  univer- 
fally  prevail.  And  that  Congrefs  fhall  alfo  earneftly  recommend  to 
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the  feveral  dates,  that  the  edates,  rights  and  properties  of  fuch  lad 
mentioned  perfons  ftiall  be  redored  to  them  ;  they  refunding  to  any 
perfons  who  may  be  now  in  podefiion  the  bona  fide  price,  (where  any 
has  been  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have  paid  on  purchadng  any 
of  the  faid  lands,  rights  or  properties  fince  the  confifcation.  And  it 
is  agreed  that  all  perfons  who  have  any  intered  in  confifcated  lands, 
either  by  debts,  marriage-fettlements  or  otherwise,  fliall  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  in  the  profecution  oi  their  juft  rights. 

<c  Art.  6th.  That  there  diall  be  no  future  confifcations  made,  nor 
any  profecutions  commenced  againd  any  per-fon  or  perfons,  for  or  by 
reafon  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have-  taken  in  the  prefent 
war  ;  and  that  no  perfon  diall,  on  that  account,  fuffer  any  future  lols 
or  damage,  either  in  his  perfon,  liberty  or  property,  and  that  thofe 
who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of  the  rati¬ 
fication  of  the  treaty  in  America,  diall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty, 
and  the  profecutions  fo  commenced  be  difcontinued. 

Art.  7th.  There  diall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  his 
Britannic  majedy  and  the  faid  dates,  and  between  the  fubjefts  of  the 
one,  and  the  citizens  of  the  other,  wherefore  all  hodilities  both  by  fea 
and  land,  diall  from  henceforth  ceafe  ;  all  prifoners  on  both  ddes  diall 
be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannic  majedy  diall,  with  all  convenient 
fpeed,  and  without  caufing  any  dedrudion,  or  carrying  away  any  Ne¬ 
groes  or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
armies,  garrifons  and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  States,  and  from 
every  pod,  place  and  harbour  within  the  fame  ;  leaving  in  all  fortifi¬ 
cations  the  American  artillery  that  may  be  therein,  and  fhall  alfo 
order  and  caufe  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers,  belonging  to 
any  of  the  faid  dates,  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  courfe  of  the  war 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  redored 
and  delivered  to  the  proper  dates  and  perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  8th.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Miflfidppi,  from  its  fource  to 
the  Ocean,  diall  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  fubjeCts  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  9th.  In  cafe  it  fliould  fo  happen,  that  any  place  or  territory 
belonging  to  Great-Britain  or  to  the  United  States,  fliould.  have  been 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  faid  providonal  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed  that  the  fame  lhall 
be  redored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any  compenfation. 

Art.  10th.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  expedited 
in  good  and  due  form,  diall  be  exchanged  between  the  contracting 
parties,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  we  the  underfigned,  their  miniders  plenipotentiary,  have  in 
their  names,  and  in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our  hands 
the  prefent  definitive  treaty,  and  caufed  the  leals  of  our  arms  to  be 
affixed  thereto. 

u  Done  at  Paris,  this  3d  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1783. 

“  (l«  s.)  D.  Hartley. 

L  2 
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(l.  s.)  John  Adams, 
(l.  s.)  B.  Franklin, 
(l,  s.)  John  Jay.” 
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“  We  having  feen  and  confidered  the  definitive  treaty  aforefaid, 
have  approved,  ratified,  accepted  and  confirmed  it  in  all  and  every  one  of 
its  articles  and  claufes,  as  we  do  by  thele  prelents  for  ourielf,  our  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  approve,  ratify,  accept  and  confirm  the  fame  ;  engag¬ 
ing  and  promifing  upon  our  royal  word,  that  we  will  lincerely  and 
faithfully  perform  and  obferve,  all  and  lingular  the  things  which  are 
contained  in  the  aforefaid  treaty,  and  that  we  will  never  fufifer  it  to  be 
violated  by  any  one,  or  tranfgreffed  in  any  manner,  as  far  as  lies  in 
our  power.  For  the  greater  teftimony  and  validity  of  all  which,  we 
have  caufed  our  great  feal  of  Great-Britain  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  pre- 
lents,  which  we  have  ligned  with  our  royal  hand.  Given  at  our  court 
at  St.  James’s,  the  9th  day  of  April,  1784,  in  the  24th  year  of  our 
reign. 

(Signed)  George  R.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  ratification  be  publiffied  in  the  Mary¬ 
land  gazette. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fecretary  caufe  the  journal  of  the  committee  of 
the  hates,  to  be  printed  forthwith. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Read  and 
Mr.  Spaight,  to  whom  was  referred  part  of  a  report  of  a  committee, 
on  a  letter  dated  23d  May,  1784,  from  Jofeph  Garleton,  fecretary  in 
the  war-office,  recommending  the  difpofal  of  fundry  ftores,  by  public 
au&ion,  was  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  faid  fecretary  to  take  order. 

Mr.  Read  having  informed  the  committee  of  the  hates  of  the  requeh 
of  Mr.  H.  Remfen,  jun.  under  fecretary  in  the  office  for  foreign  affairs, 
that  he  have  leave  of  abfence  for  three  weeks  or  a  month,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  going  to  New-York  to  fettle  fome  private  affairs. 

Ordered ,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Tuesdat ,  August  3,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  hates  aftembled :  Prefent,  nine  hates  as  yef- 
terday. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Blanchard  and  Mr. 
Chafe,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr.  P.  Muhlenberg,  to  his 
excellency  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  dated  Philadelphia,  July  5,  1784, 
reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  be  ligned  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  hates,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  executive  of  the  hate 
of  Virginia,  together  with  a  copy  of  faid  letter  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee,  conhhing  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Hand, 

.  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  of  Mr.  Read  of  the  2d  inh.  u  That 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  proclamation  for  a  day  of  folemn 
prayer  and  thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God,  to  be  obferved  throughout 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  exchange  of  the  inhruments  of 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  his  Britannic  majehy  ;  and  the  happy  completion  of  the 
great  work  of  independency  and  peace  to  thefe  United  States,”  report¬ 
ed  the  following  form  of  a  proclamation  : 

By  the  United  States  of  America ,  in  a  Committee  of  the  States  assem¬ 
bled ,  a  Proclamation . 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  univerfe, 
©f  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy,  fo  to  calm  the  minds  and  do 
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away  the  refentment  of  the  powers  lately  engaged  in  a  mod  bloody 
and  definitive  war,  and  to  difipoie  their  hearts  towaids  amity  and 
friend  (hip,  that  a  general  pacification  hath  taken  place,  and  particulai- 
ly  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  laid  United  States  ol  Ame¬ 
rica  and  his  Britannic  majefiy,,  was  ligned  at  Paris,  on  the  bd  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  ol  our  Lord  l78o  ;  the  infiruments  of  the^ 
final  ratifications  which  were  exchanged  at  Pafiy,  on  the  12th  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  whereby  a  fin i filing  hand  was  put 
to  the  great  work  of  peace,  and  the  freedom,  fovereignty  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  thele  Hates,  fully  and  completely  efiablifhed  :  And  where¬ 
as  in  purfuit  of  the  great  work  of  freedom  and  independence,  and  the 
progrefs  of  the  contefi  in  which  the  United  States  of  America  have 
been  engaged,  and  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  the  dearefi  and  moll  effen- 
tiai  rights  of  human  nature  depended,  the  benign  interpofition  of  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  hath,  on  many  occafions,  been  moll  miraculoufly  and 
abundantly  manifelled  ;  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
the  greatei!  reafon  to  return  their  moll  hearty  and  fincere  praifes  and 
thankfgiving  to  the  God  of  their  deliverance  ;  whofe  name  be  praifed  : 
Deeply  impreffed  therefore  with  the  fenfe  of  the  mercies  manifelled  to 
thefe  United  States,  and  of  the  bleflings  which  it  hath  pleafed  God  to 
fiiower  down  on  us,  of  our  future  dependance,  at  all  times,  on  his  pow¬ 
er  and  mercy  as  the  only  fource  from  which  lo  great  benefits  can  be 
derived  ;  we  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  committee  of  the 
Hates  alfembled,  do  earneHly  recommend  to  the  fupreme  executives  of 
the  feveral  Hates,  to  let  a  part  Tuefday  the  19th  day  of  Otobernext, 
as  a  day  of  public  prayer  and  thankfgiving,  that  all  the  people  of  tlie 
United  States  may  then  aflemblein  their  refpedive  churches  and  con- 
srreo'ations,  to  celebrate  with  grateful  hearts,  and  joyful  and  united 
voices,  the  mercies  and  praifes  of  their  all-bountiful  Creator,  mofiholy, 
and  moH  righteous  1  for  his  innumerable  favours  and  mercies  vouch- 
fiafed  unto  them  ;  more  efpecially  that  he  hath  been  gracioufly  plea- 
led  fo  to  conduct  us  through  the  perils  and  dangers  of  the  war,  as 
finally  to  efiablifh  the  United  States  in  freedom  and  independency,  and 
to  give  them  a  name  and  place  among  the  princes  and  nations  of  the 
earth  ;  that  he  hath  raifed  up  great  captains  and  men  of  war  from 
amongfi  us,  to  lead  our  armies,  and  in  our  greatefi  difficulties  and  clif- 
trelYes  hath  given  us  unanimity  to  adhere  to  and  afiert  our  juH  rights 
and  privileges  ;  and  that  he  hath  been  moft  gracioufly  pleafed  alfo,  to 
raife  up  a  moH  powerful  prince  and  magnanimous  people,  as  allies,  to 
afiifi  us  in  effectually  fupporting  and  maintaining  them  ;  that  he  hath* 
been  pleafed  to  profper  the  labour  of  our  hufbandmen  ;  that  theje  is 
no  famine  or  want  ieen  throughout  our  land  :  And  above  all,  that  he 
hath  been  pleafed  to  continue  to  us  the  light  of  gofpel  truths,  and  fe- 
cure  to  us,  in  the  fullefi  manner,  the  rights  of  confidence  in  faith  and 
w or {hip. 

And  while  our  hearts  overflow  with  gratitude,  and  our  lips  pro¬ 
nounce  the  praifes  of  our  great  and  merciful  Creator,  that  we  may 
alfo  offer  up  our  joint  and  fervent  fupplications,  that  it  may  pleafe 
him  of  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy,  to  pardon  all  our  fins  and  of¬ 
fences  ;  to  infpire  with  wifidom  and  a  true  fenfe  of  public  good,  all  our 
public  councils  ;  to  Hrengthen  and  cement  the  bopds  of  love  and  aU 
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fedion  between  all  our  citizens ;  to  imprefs  them  with  an  earned  regard 
lor  the  public  good  and  national  faith  and  honor,  and  to  teach  them 
to  improve  the  days  of  peace  by  every  good  work  ;  to  pray  that  he 
will,  in  a  more  efpecial  manner,  (bower  down  his  bledings  on  Louis  the 
molt  Chridian  king  our  ally,  to  profper  his  houfe,  that  his  fon’s  fons 
may  long  lit  on  the  throne  of  their  ancedors,  a  blefiing  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  entrufted  to  his  charge  ;  to  blefs  all  mankind,  and  infpire  the 
princes  and  nations  of  the  earth  with  the  love  of  peace,  that  the  found 
of  war  may  be  heard  of  no  more  ;  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  fmile 
upon  us,  and  blefs  our  hufbandry,  filhery,  our  commerce,  and  efpecial- 
ly  our  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learning  ;  and  to  raife  up  from  among 
our  youth,  men  eminent  for  virtue,  learning  and  piety,  to  his  fervice 
in  church  and  (late  ;  to  caufe  virtue  and  true  religion  to  flourilh,  to 
give  to  all  nations  amity,  peace  and  concord,  and  to  fill  the  world  with 
his  glory.  Done  by  the  United  States,  in  the  committee  of  the  dates 

afiembled,  witnefs  the  lion.  Samuel  Hardy,  chairman,  this _ — < 

day  of - - — in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c.  and  in  the  9th  of  the 

fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by  Mr.  Blanchard,  to 
podpone  the  confideration  of  the  proclamation  before  the  houfe  :  And 
on  the  cpieftion  for  podponing,  the  veas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Read, 

New-Hampfhire, 

Maffachufetts, 

New-Jerfey, 

Pennfyl  vania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 

So  the  quedion  was  lod. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  confideration  of  the  proclamation  be 
podponed,  to  make  way  for  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  feconded  by 
Mr.  Blanchard,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  Congrefs  do  Hand  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  Odober 
next,  then  to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  the  date  of  New-Jerfey,  and  as  it 
is  proper  that  the  public  records  and  papers,  now  remaining  in  their 
office  in  this  city,  fhould  be  removed  from  hence  to  Trenton,  and  that 
offices  fhould  be  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  the  whole  be  proper¬ 
ly  arranged  before  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  which  will  require  con- 
fiderable  time  to  eflfed  ;  and  as  it  is  alfo  expedient  for  the  committee 
of  the  dates  to  be  prepared  to  meet  Congrefs  in  that  place  ;  and  as 
there  is  not  at  prefent  any  bufinefs  before  the  committee  of  the  dates, 
that  require  their  immediate  attention,  which  may  not  be  feafonably 
finifhed  :  And  whereas  there  has  not  been  more  than  nine  dates  re- 
prefented  in  the  committee  ot  the  dates,  lince  their  meeting  on  the 
26th  day  of  June  lad  ;  and  as  no  ad,  except  that  of  adjourning  from 
day  to  day,  can  he  palled  but  by  their  unanimous  confent ;  and  as 
the  delegates  now  reprefenting  two  of  the  dates  in  the  committee  of 


Mr. 

Blanchard, 

ay 

Mr. 

Dana, 

cy 

Mr. 

Dick, 

ay 

Mr. 

Hand, 

no 

Mr. 

Chafe, 

ay 

Mr. 

Hardy, 

no 

Mr. 

Spaight, 

no 

Mr. 

Read, 

no 

Mr. 

Hou  doun, 

ay 
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the  Fates,  have  informed  them,  that  they  are  under  thfe  neceffity  of  re¬ 
turning  to  their  refpe&ive  Fates  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  week,  and 
have  no  expe&ation  that  their  Fates  will  be  Fiortly  reprefented  by 
any  other  delegates,  which  will  prevent  the  committee  of  the  Fates 
proceeding  to  buFnefs  for  an  uncertain  time  ;  and  as  a  continuance 
of  their  leffion,  without  a  reprefentation  of  at  leaF  nine  Fates,  would 
be  altogether  ufelefs,  the  committee  of  the  Fates  are  of  opinion,  that 
as  a  more  convenient  opportunity  cannot  prelent  itfelf  for  their  ad¬ 
journing,  without  injury  to  the  public,  and  for  carrying  into  effed the 
removal  of  the  public  records  and  papers,  and  arranging  the  fame 
againF  the  next  meeting  of  Congrefs,  which  is  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  be  done  ;  it  is  their  duty,  under  thefe  circumFances,  to  ad¬ 
journ  from  hence  to  Trenton:  Therefore,  Resolved ,  That  on  this  3d 
day  of  AuguF  inF.  the  committee  of  the  Fates  111  all  Fand  adjourned 
to  meet  at  Trenton,  in  the  Fate  of  New-Jerfey,  on  the  lecond  Mon¬ 
day  of  September  next ;  and  that  the  chairman  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  and  dire&ed,  to  adjourn  the  committee  of  the  Fates,  on  the 
laid  3d  day  of  AuguF  inF.  to  meet  at  Trenton,  on  the  faid  fecond 
Monday  of  September  next,  for  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs.  Resol¬ 
ved,  That  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  and  the  under  fecretary  in  the 
oFice  for  foreign  affairs,  take  order  for  the  removal  and  arrangement 
of  the  public  records  and  papers,  in  their  refpetlive  offices  as  above- 
mentioned,  as  foon  after  the  day  of  the  adjournment  of  the  committee 
of  the  Fates,  from  this  city  to  Trenton,  as  may  be,  fo  that  the  whole 
may  be  in  order  by  the  day  of  their  meeting  there. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by  Mr.  Read,  to 
poFpone  the  confideration  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  in  order 
to  introduce  the  following  : 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  or¬ 
dinance  for  making  the  necelTary  arrangements  of  the  treafury,  and 
for  more  particularly  defining  the  powers  of  the  board  of  treafury  ;  to 
revife  the  inFitution  of  the  office  of  foreign  affairs,  and  of  the  war-of¬ 
fice  ;  and  to  report  fuch  alterations  as  they  may  judge  necelTary. 

On  the  queFion  to  poFpone  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dana, 


New-Hampfhire, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

no 

Maffachufetts, 

Mr.  Dana, 

no 

New-Jerfey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

no 

Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  Hand, 

ay 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Chafe, 

ay 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Hardy. 

ay 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Spaight, 

ay 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Read, 

ay 

Georgia, 

Mr.  HouFoun, 

ay 

So  the  queFion  was  loF. 

On  the  queFion  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  him, 


New-Hampffiire, 

Mr.  Blanchard, 

ay 

Maffachufetts, 

Mr.  Dana, 

aJ> 

New-Jerfey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

ay 

Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  Hand, 

no 
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Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 

So  the  quedion  was  loft. 


Mr.  Chafe, 

Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Houfloun, 


no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 


<gg> 


s, 


IVednesdat ,  August  4,  1784. 

Only  eight  dates  attending,  viz.  New-Hampflure,  Maffachufett 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina  and  Georgia, 

The  committee  of  the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 


THUIiSDATy  August  5,  1784. 

Only  the  fame  members  attending  as  yederday,  the  committee  of 
the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat ,  August  G,  1784. 

Only  the  fame  members  attending  as  yederday,  the  committee  of 
the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

S  a  run  DAT ,  August  7,  1784. 

Only  the  fame  members  attending  as  yederday,  the  committee  of 
the  dates  is  adjourned  to  Monday  ten  o’clock. 

MoNDAr ,  August  9,  1784. 

The  committee  of  the  dates  affembled  :  Prefent,  New-Hampfhire, 
MafTachufetts,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

A  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  feconded  by  Mr.  Spaight, 
and  notice  given  that  thje  yeas  and  nays  would  be  required  during  the 
debate,  New-Hamplhire  withdrew,  whereupon,  the  committee  of  the 
dates  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tubs  DAT ,  August  10,  1784. 

Mr.  M’Henry  attended  for  Maryland. 

Only  eight  dates  attended,  namely,  MafTachufetts,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina 
and  Georgia, 

The  committee  of  the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

IVednesdat ,  August  11,  1784. 

Only  feven  dates  attending,  namely,  New-jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia, 

The  committee  ol  the  dates  is  adjourned  till  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Tu  ur  s  i)  a  r,  A  ugus  t  12,  178  4 . 

Mr.  Chafe  attended  for  Maryland. 

Only  iix  dates  attended,  namely,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virgi¬ 
nia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  and  thefe  being 
informed  that  the  members 'for  New-Hamplhire,  MafTachufetts  and 
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New-Jerfey,  left  the  city  of  Annapolis  yeFerday,  with  a  view  of  re¬ 
turning'  to  their  refpeftive  homes,  the  committee  ot  the  Fates  is  ad¬ 
journed  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

- jggr**— — ~ 

Fbidat ,  August  13,  1784. 

The  fame  members  attending  as  yeFerday,  the  committee  of  the 
Fates  is  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Afterwards  the  members  waited,  but  met  irregularly  till  the  19th 
AuguF,  when  they  figned  the  following  paper  : 

Whereas  the  hon.  the  delegates  from  the  Fates  of  New-Hampffiire, 
Maffachufetts  and  New-Jerfey,  did  on  Wednefday  the  11th  day  of 
the  prefent  month  of  AuguF,  leave  the  city  of  Annapolis,  and  fet 
out  for  their  refpeftive  homes,  whereby  the  committee  of  the  Fates  hath 
been  reduced  to  a  number  infufficient  to  do  any  manner  of  buFnefs  ; 
and  whereas  the  continuance  to  meet  from  day  to  day,  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  members  without  the  power  to  do  any  public  aft,  will  be  unnecef- 
fary  ;  and  as  they  do  not  conceive  there  is  the  fmalleF  hope,  that  a 
fufficient  number  of  delegates  can  again  be  aFembled  at  Annapolis, 
to  enable  the  committee  of  the  Fates  to  proceed  to  buFnefs,  before 
the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  Gongrefs  purfuant  to  their  ad¬ 
journment,  and  it  is  proper  that  the  public  papers  and  records,  Fiould 
be  removed  as  fpeedily  as  may  be  to  Philadelphia,  till  offices  can  be 
prepared  for  their  reception  at  Trenton.  The  underfgned  delegates 
have  recommended  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  to  take  order  for  the 
immediate  removal  and  fafe  arrangement  and  difpofition  of  the  pa¬ 
pers  and  records  of  Congrefs. 

Annapolis ,  State  of  Maryland^ 

Thursday ,  19£y6  Aug .  1784. 

( Signed )  S.  PIardy,  delegate  from  Virginia,  and  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  Fates. 

Edward  Hand,  delegate  from  Pennfylvania. 

/  J.  T..  Chase,  delegate  from  Maryland. 

Richard  Dobbs  Spaigiit,  delegate  from  North- 
Carolina. 

Jacob  Read,  delegate  in  Congrefs  from  the  Fate 
of  South-Carolina. 

William  Houstoun,  delegate  from  Georgia. 


end  of  the  ninth  volume. 
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